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To Join the Communist Party

F YOU are an American worker, whether native-born
I or naturalized, of whatever race or religious faith—if
you are a patriot devoted to the best ideals of this country
as founded by Washington and Jefferson and preserved
under the leadership of Lincoln—you are invited to be-
come a member of the Communist Party.

This invitation is especially important for you if you are
a worker of the factories or farms of our country. For the
Communist Party is, first and above all things, the political
party of the workers. If you are a farmer you are cor-
dially invited. Also invited are intellectuals, office work-
ers, and professional men and women, loyal to the pro-
gressive movement which takes its position in line with the
labor movement.

* * *

On February 12 the Communist Party is beginning a
great nation-wide drive to add to its membership some
15,000 of the most devoted and clear-headed men and
women of the factories, workshops and farms in order to
increase the strength and effectiveness of the Party for the
performance of its duty to our country in this war. The
date of February 12 is selected for the beginning of the
campaign because that is the birthday of the Great Eman-

2

cipator, Abraham Lincoln, who led this nation in its fight
to preserve its life against the slave-owners’ rebellion in
1861. Washington'’s birthday comes on the 22nd of the
same month and these two patriotic events make Febru-

* ary an appropriate period to begin this drive to strengthen

the political party of the American workers, which is the
most consistent supporter of the great revolutionary ideals
that Washington and Lincoln represented.

This war is a War of Survival for the United States.

Just as the great War of Independence of 1775, led by
General George Washington, was a just war of liberty-lov-
ing patriots to secure the right of “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness,” so this present war is a just war to

_preserve the same rights.

As the Civil War of 1861, under the leadership of
Abraham Lincoln, fought to defeat the slave-holders who
tried to overthrow this Republic and to destroy its democ-
racy, was also a just and honorable war, fought by cou-
rageous American patriots, so the present war is a just
war to prevent the enslavement of the American peo-
ple, and of all peoples, of all races, by the brutal Axis
aggressors headed by Hitler.

The Advance of American Trade Unions

The American labor movement has a particular duty
to support this war for our country’s survival.

Our country and all of the modern world have gone
through an enormous development since the time of Abe
Lincoln. The great American labor movement has become

the strongest and miost necessary foundation-stone of the
3

———— e R ek e




democracy of our country. It is noteworthy that all of the
great countries that form the backbone of the United
Nations—the United States, Soviet Russia, and Great
Britain—are the countries of the biggest and strongest la-
bor movements. The labor movement as a whole, including
the trade unions, and all of the economic as well as po-
litical organizations of the workers, is absolutely indis-
pensable o any modern country if it is to survive, to beat
off the Axis enslavers, and to preserve its independent life
as a nation.

It is typical that the very first necessity for Hitlefrislin, in
order to undermine and conquer any nation, is to attack
and destroy or cripple the labor movement of the country
that is to be the victim. When Hitler marches into any
country, as he marched into France, he wants always to
have that country weakened and demoralized by. the
smashing of its labor movement. Hitler'’s undermining
and conquest of any country have always begun with an
attempt to suppress the Communist Party, then continue
with the arrest and jailing or execution of all trade union
leaders and all anti-fascist and patriotic, democratic po-
litical organizations, and the persecution of religious con-
gregations, Catholic, Jewish and Protestant—all.

It is significant that since the rise of the Hitler menace
ten years ago, the American trade unions have grown to be
three times as strong as they were before. Instead of three
and a half million members, the American trade unions
now have eleven to twelve million members. Instead of
being confined mainly to the skilled crafts, the trade
unions have extended into all of the great mass production
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industries and have become the representatives of the main
section of the American workers in their relationships to
the employers in production. '

Fortunate for the American people that the trade unions
have at last made this great advance! For this is the sound-
est guarantee that America will survive this desperate
crisis, “that government of-the people, by the people,
for the people shall not perish from the earth.” The
American trade unions have taken on the sacred obliga-
tion to raise production to a higher point than was ever
known before, to win this war. .

President Roosevelt said the other day:

“Our forward progress in this war has depended upon
our progress on the production front. . . . I can report to
you with genuine pride on what has been accomplished
during 1942. . . . The arsenal of democracy is making
good. . . . We have given the lie to certain misconcep-
tions—especially the one which holds that the various
blocs or groups within a free country cannot forego their
political and economic differences in time of crisis and
work together toward a common goal.”

And every worker knows that the magnificent achieve-
ments of American industry are possible only because the
trade unions understand and eagerly perform their tre-
mendous job of increased production to win the war.
The Communist Party is in the very forefront in stimu-
lating and encouraging the national unity and the initia-
tive of labor, necessary to the magnificent war job. The
Communist Party is the only political party which, as the
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