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How have the women of WSP 
worked to end the war in Viet
nam? It is well known that for 
many years , \ISP - in communi
ties throughout the nation -
have written letters , spoken in 
the streets and in bomee and 
meeting rooms, ataged demon
strations, lobbied Congress and 
worked in endless other ways. 
In addition, some of our ~omen 
have gone out across the borders 
of the U.S. to meet and exchange 
ideas with the Vietnamese 
directly. 

During the summer, Gore Weiss 
of N.Y. WSP wee leader of a 
delegation that went to Paris 
to speak with the negotiators . 

Many WSPs glowed with 
warmth when it was announced 
that Madame Nguyen Thi Binh 
would be the bead of the 
National ·Libe .ration F.ront' s 
negotiating tea.in in Paris. 
Mm. Binh £irst met with our 
women in July 1965 et the his
toric meeting of 10 W~Ps end 
9 Vietnamese women, who repre
sented both Hanoi and the NLF, 
in Jakarta. 

PARIS MEETING 
Subsequently , Mm. Binh par

ticipated in the Paris Women's 
meeting in Aprtl 1968 when WSP 
and the Vietnamese were co
sponsors of the gathering. 
Irma Zigas of N.Y. WSP relates 
her first meeting at that time 
with ttn. Binh: "The first night 
of the conference, Binh walked 
into my room while I was un
packing. We shook hands. 'Wel
come,' she said . 'We have much 
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work to do for our countries. 
then suddenly we embraced. It 
was a spontaneous gesture 
which surprised her almost as 
much es it surprtsed mel 

" ' Binh , ' Irme -recalls , 'is 
a smell women with a gentle 
face , who speaks fluent French 
and who is desperately dedica
ted to bringing peace to her 
country. She had to wait 10 
years before she married, be
cause of the war, and now she 
is separated from her husband 
and children for months at a 
time. ,n 

While they spent their after
noons in serioua workshop ses
sions , in the evenings they 
talked of their families and 
customs, they traded gifts, and 
they tried on each other's 
clothes. Irma gave Binh a 
sewing kj,t and a box of crayons. 
Binh gave her a pair of chop
sticks and a small pin showing 
a globe with o bu-ming South 
Viet nam, ~ramed by a white 
dove. 

"I asked her to send me an 
ao dai (the long Vietnamese 
dress)," Irma said, "Because I 
couldn't fit into hers." 

"After tne war," Binh 
replied. 

GAJ!LES EXCHANGED 
A congratulatory cable vu sent 
to Mm. Bi'Dh in Paris f-rom the 
national conference of WSP in 
Winnetka. 

Mm. Binh cabled in reply: 
THANKS FOR GREETDIGS. WISH 

YOU INCREASE ACTIVITIES. DEMAND 
U.S. GOVERNMENT ~RING ALL Gis 
HOME NOW. LET SOIITR VIETNAM 
POPULATION SETTLE THEMStl.VES 
OWN A.YFAIRS. BEST WISHES, 
NGUYEN THI BINH 



On the very day tha t she 
received WSP1s cable, Mm. Binh 
111Ct with a group of WSPs who 
wore on their way to th e USSR 
on • friendship exchan ge • .Edith 
Villutrigo, Washington, D.C., 
wrote to MEMO: 

"Today we had a dramatic 
experience -- we met with !oml. 
Nguyen Thi Binh at their villa 
out■ide of Paris. She is very 
charming and a very wam human 
beina. We spent two hours with 
her and I must say we didn ' t 
get much in the way of ttope or 
optimism. She told us that the 
American goverrui,ent speaks 
about peace but is intensifying 
the war. 

''The war is now concentrated 
in the South. B-52's are 
bombing more than ever. The 
battleship "New Jersey" has 
moved from the North to the 
South and is shelling the 
Southern coastlines. The B-52 's 
are concenc .rating on towns and 
populated areas in the South 
instead of che mountains and 
jungle as before . Mourning 
of the people is evident 
throughout the South. The 
popu,lation is determined to 
fight more than ever and there 
is a broad movement among the 
people asking for peace and .:r_ 
recognition of the NLF; ";} 

"Mm. Binh gave us the most 
recent political statement of 
the NLF which embodies 5 im
portant points . JSee bel ow) 
The NLF, she said, does not 
want to infringe on the rights 
of other people. They want t o 
solve problems on the basis of 
self-determination. 
- "Mm. Binh said the NLF team 
c811le to Paris as representatives 
of the people of South Vietnam 
to find solutions. She hoped 
the women of the U.S. will 
understand their posicion and 
put pressure pn the American 
government to come back to the 
conference table and settle the 
Vietnam problem. She said they 
came in good faith believing 
that the American President 
meant what he said. llowever, 
the American government only 
speaks about peace while it is 
intensifying the war in the 
South. 

"Mm. Binh was very couched 
by the cable she received that 
mornin g from the WSP National 
Conference -- also by the 
several other cables ~from 
individual women in the U.S. 
She as ked WSP women to ~nligbt
en the people of the U.S. to 
the true facts and to help them 
achieve peace." 

.. 1. South Yte:.z•m la t~1.nd lrO'(')pil or tt• la~Uw and ' atton \t'Ub()Ut fotelan lnterfer--l "6. South vtetnam wlll pUr
fOlvc-d to .truule tor ll• all war meam (roM Sou1b .-n.c•, form.atl9n ot • _,NIAd na, 1ue • torctlgo policy or pc.1« 
rlllb. ta. nam•1,r lndt!Jl~nden'"' Vlet.ne.m .-nd UquJdate. •U U .S. tlon•I and de~a.tlc coaU• and o~'-1.Jtallty: No mil itary al
de.ntocract, pure, n-eutrallb: miiltary base,i Lion &ove.rnme..nt .aftd boldln-a.u..nCt lii any Corm with Ior
Pl'OilPfrit.Y and '81!Jm1u, pe,c;:e- ••3, The. l~rn'III afta ln afar-tree genera-I e1eeUon, ~n, clan cot.mt.rid, o..nd e-.sLabl.b.h 
ful reWllfh•.tt.~on o1 lhe r111,her~ the Soi,!b V1~tnamHe oec,ple. South Jtet:u.m,. menl af tr;tndly relAtii>IU 
land . must be Mttled by th• South '"f. t,le uunl.flt:atloa otl wiui all c.quniries 

.. 2. Tl'leo U$ . lmp"'rialisrsl VJr.lnamtat. people bhemstJves Vl~tnt.m wiU be dt.dded b)' 
mutt fut an en.d to lta (aid! ln ac:corda:nce wlith ~II!- J>Oliti• tb S)tople ll'I t.h~ two ,;onu of 
war o •aaro11lon aa•lml Vfe,i• cal program ol lbe Sautb Vfef• e -
um.. wli\hdraw All fts trooP$ I 1'.h\ffl Nillou.i F.rooUOr Llbe r- Vletm..m. 



Do you find a complacency about the war in Vietnmn, a feeling that 
it will be settled shortly and that we should turn our attention to 
other things? If so, some disquieting facts about Nixon's foremost 
foreign policy advisor, Robert Murphy, which have om:l,nous portents for 
the future, have been brought out by Mayday, a new newsletter pub
lished in_ Washington. 

Murphy's hard-line, anti-coanunist views, as well as his wrong
headedness, is legendary in diplomatic circles: he clisadssed liiUer's 
rise in Germany as unimportant, advocated close ties to Franco after 
the Spanish civil war, wanted to invade East Gennany to break the 
Berlin "blockade" in 1948, favored Dlilitary victory north of the 38th 
parallel in Korea even after armistice talks began, and was in charge 
of State o·epartment clea>:ances for U2 spy flights. 

In his memoirs, Diplomat Among Warriors, Murphy recalls that in 
1948 he "discovered that several extraneous .factors" (Truman was up 
for election) "were influencing the momentous decision" to leave 
Berlin blockaded. "Strangely enough," be writes, "nobody mentioned 
that the D.S. possessed a growing stockpile of atomic bombs while 
Russia had none as yet." 

Murphy "believed we were being bluffed out of a well-earned vic
tory in Korea, as l felt we bad been in Berlin ... We had nuclear wea
pons and the Chinese had none at all." 

Murphy thinks tbat there is no hope for disarmemt "except among 
the starry-eyed," not because the Russians would be unwilling to 
disarm, but because American security could not rely on s disarmament 
agreement even dictated on U.S. terms. 8.e warns against "would-be 
peacemakers .. . enger to make al.tnost any concession in the hope of 
avoiding an atomic holocaust." 

WSP DllMONSTRAl'ES FOR 1/ITHDRAWAL 
Any illusionary hopes tbat Nixon may be able to break through on the 

issues besetting our nation must be dashed when we take a good look at 
his advisors . So le.t us not waste pre.ciollS time on such debilitating 
illusions . WSP is starting a campaign NOW to show Nixon the numbers of 
women who will be demanding an immediate withd.J:awal of men hom Vietnam. 

PF..OPLE 'S INAUGURATION JAN. 18-20 . 
And on January 18-20, the Mobilization is planning a co unc'er people ' s 

inauguration in Washington, D.C. Everyone in the movement muse pull 
toge ther to make a mighty show of opposition to the Nixon consensus of 
milttary might abroad and racist "law and order" at home. We must over
come the differences among ourselves in the movement, learn to accept 
and live with the various styles and tactics that difterent groups 
bring to the mo<;)ement. Let us "come together" at the most polit1c..Uy 
visible moment, Nixon's Inauguration, and tell the world that we are 
together, that we will not be repressed and that we will win the peace lf 
and freedom that the people of the wotld demand. B. B. 

• 



W,f ,N~ ~ 1l'lbS ... 
WSP's 7th National Confer

ence, Nov. 8-11 at Winnetka, 
Ill. - perhaps the best we 
ever had - adopted a whole 
new perspective on the role of 
WSP in the COGling year, in an 
attempt to put into practice 
the spirit expressed by Dagmar 
Wilson in h~r keynote address: 

SPOKESMEN FOR OUR CHILDREN 
"We are beginning to see that 
in order to build a strong and 
viable force of woman power 
that can grow and be tough 
enough to stand up to the 
forces of the military-indus
trial complex, the political 
machines and the reactionarjl 
forces that are becoming more 
and more visible, it will not 
suffice to be against the 
expenditures of natural and 
human resources on weapons and 
destruction ... We muet be the 
spokesmen and activists for 
our children who will grow up 
in the world we make and 
inherit it from us ... We must 

demand of ourselves more dis~ 
cipline, a greater vmeasure of 
seriousness, self-criticism 
and unity. We need esch other 
and will need each other more 
in the year ahead . " 

WI'rl!DRAW TROOPS 
The immediate priorities are 

of course an end to the war, 
withdrawal of u·oops, an end 
to the draft and amnesty for 
resisters. However, we felt 
our empbasis s}tould be on the 
larger picture - exposing to 
the _American public the nature 
of the military-indusuial 
stranglehold on our foreign 
policy and the racist-repres
sive suanglehold on our 
domestic affairs. 

DEMILITARIZE 
We must conduct a campaign, 

in the style of our efforts on 
nuclear testing, to demilitarize 
what is fast becoming an 
America nationally committed to 
a war society. The voracious ~ 
appetite of the military mon- • 
ster comes more and more openly 

American casualties in Vietnam to date 

Dead: 2'1, l:i37 Wounded: 181, ObS-

For what? For whom? 



into conflict with the aspira
tions of milliorui to ·share in 
America's resources and oppor
tunities , Only by overcoming 
this pe-rvssive military influ
enc.e can we be c:e.rtain of "no 
more Vietnsms" and a chance to 
build the human race, not the 
ams race.. 

PROGRAM FOR Cl!ANGE 
As "We fight to reveal and 

reverse tbe militarization of 
our society, we must relate 
more directly to local an.d 
national moveJ11ents which seek 
to give a priority to social 
programs for change, programs 
that the military-industrial 
racist interests increasingly 
repress. 

The Winnetka conference 
agreed that this dual emphasis 
can be given focus by releasing 
the full political power of 
wollllln to bring about change on 
every level of government and 
in the control of the institu
tions of society that affect 
our lives. 

WOMAN POWER BLOCS 
The emphasis on political 

action was shifted from the 
narrow concept of act~vity 
around election time to consis
tent participation in effecting 
change and control of local and 
national institutio)la. It was 
agreed that we would build 
v:l.sible power blocs of women in 
our local communities, and on 
state and national levels, 
which would assert our program 
and leadership 1n snd on all 
parts of the power structures, 
as well as within all political 

coaJ.itions seeking common di
rections for peace and social 
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change. It was also recommended 
that"We begin to reflect 
women;s participation in poli
tical life by running women as 
candidates in carefully chosen 
spots, particularly for school 
boards and othe~ strategically 
chosen offices. 

After an often grual':l.ng tbree 
days of meetings, there was~ 
solid feeling that our womens 
moveJ11ent for peace and justice 
has still a mammoth task ahead . 
Yes, the Vietnam war goes on! 
The protest that launched our 
movement continues to be essen
tial. 

Ethel Taylor of Philadel~bia 
spoke with grave concern about 
"Violence in the Pentagon" 
the unimaginable build-up of 
weaponry. (Copies of the full 
statement can be had from 
Philadelphia WSP, 20 So. 12th 
St., Phila. 19107) Ethel con
cluded her pOl/erful address by 
stating: "I believe "e must now 
place Vietnam in a new perspec
tive -- in the big picture of 
possible 'new Vi.etnams' in 
Latin Am.erica and elsewhere 
and in the context of the ter
rible, irresponsible build-up 
of military hardware by a mili
tary machine which rega-rds 
settlements of d.l.apuce1 by 
other means as heresy. 

MI.UTAIU MONSTER 
"I believe that everything 

else ~e do -- political ln~olvct-
111ent, anti-reprueion at home, 
draft resistance, etc. -- muet 
fit into the priority of demil
itarization. While we were 
busy "1th Vietnaaa, the monster 
has been growina, feeding upon~ 
itstlf and upon thC' apathy of • I 



the people •..• A national com
mitment to an aT111ed society 
and nn armed world creates the 
clilllDte for the militarization 
of our cities and the repres
aion oC dissent. 

IIOIUUlll 01' OVEBKII.1. 
"The horror of overkill must 

be trnnsmitted to the American 
people. We must relate it to 
women through their children 
and through their hopes and 
fear• for them. We must also 
relate it to the underprivi
lesed in our coun~ry as t-he 
moneter which is depriving chem 
of even their most basic needs." 

there were over 75 delegates 
lit the conference f,:om as 
widel.y separated localities as 
Suttle, St. Louis, lfew Orleans, 
Detroit as well as groups from 
tho West snd Middle Atlantic 
Coasts. Host encouraging to 
mnny of the "old timers" 1n Ii/SP 
were the number of young women 
attending, with their strong, 
militant attitudes and their 
particular concern for child
ren. In response to them, a 
"Bill of Rights for Children" 
waa drafted by Taiad. Halonen 
of Sctlttle: 

"W'hen 1n the course of human 
history society becomes• so 
oppressive aa to destroy not 
only the dream bl.Lt cha dreamer 
• • • we who have given birth to 
all manldnd assert our right 
to guarantee for all children 
not only the essential needa: 
food, clothing and shelter -
buts future. A future nee of 
fear, hatred and violence. A 
challenging future in which all 
our children's capacicy for 

growth and development is nur
tured, cherished and preserved 
as mankind's grea~est resource. 
••• • We ask all women every
where to join us, snd we wam 
those who would deny children 
these rights that we will not 
be intimidated nor ~verted. 
Our cause is just, and the day 
will come when the dream 
becomes the reality and all 
children will indeed be happy 
and free." (Copies of the full 
~ill of .Rights can be had from 
Nationa1 WSP Office,) 

WORKSHOPS 
Workshops were devoted to 

concrete proposals for action 
during the next year. (1) End 
the war, withdraw from Vietnam. 
President Johnson will be 
as.ked to receive 100 women an 
Ruman (Ugbts Day. (2.) Opposi
tion to violence in the Penta
gon, a national lobby a.11d local 
hearings with experts to sup
port it. (3) Continued opposi
tion co the draft: counselling, 
support of the Resist~nce, work 
1n high schools, with 1-As, etc. 
and amnesty for prisoners and 
other resisters. (4) Involve
ment in local political actions, 
candidacy for city councils, 
school boards and influencing 
the institutions controlling 
our lives . 
.. . Compiled from reports pre
pared by New York WSP, Hilda 
Schwartz, Voice of Women-Ne~ 
England, and Sarah Shoresman, 
Santa Barbara WSP. 

1 



Memo from Ethel Taylor: 
lam preparing a working kit on militarism with particular emphasis 

on the plans for an Anti-Ballistic Missile System (ABM). Funds were 
okayed last session for starting construction on this stupendous 
boondoggle. There was intense feeling against it in the Senate where 
unsuccessful amendments were offered to .eliminate or postpone its 
initial eonstTUction. 

The debate was held in a rare secret session and the Senate voted 
45-25 for tne bill containing the first funds for production of the 
system. 

Senator ltussell, Chrmn. Arllled Services Committee, made a statement 
which we must never forget nor let him forget: "If va have to start 
over again with another Adam and Eve, then I want them to be Americans 
and not llllssians." He also ftlc that if 80 million Americans were 
left after a nucle .ar exchange, that number could rebuild th.is nation 
in a relatively short while . This is the kind of thinking we must 
expose and combat! 

CALL FOR liEARI.NGS 
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee is considering . now the sub

ject matter f~r its hearings after the new Congress convenes. A.BM 
and our whole nuclear strategy is one of the issues under considera
tion. I WOULD URGE THAT WE GET LETTERS AND WIRES OUT TO SENATOR 
FULBR.IGHT NOW DEMANDING THAT TH£ Wl!OLE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 
INCLUDING THE PLANS FOR ABM 8£ 1'11.E SUBJECT OF INTENSIVE HEARINGS. 



The work of the Committee 
for the Resistance of the S.F. 
WPP la predicated on recogni
tion oft.he necessity for end
ing the American warfare state 
and restoring and en1arging 
our de1110cratic processes. 

Io the course of their 
activities, the women of the 
comtttee have received a fas

..ctoatiog education in various 
upects of estab.lishmeot 
methods of repression, suppres
sion and inti.llidation -- to 
.-.y nothing of horse-trading. 

Resistance, as we define it, 
spans the field from initial 
refusal to register for the 
draft, all the way to service
o,en COUYt-111artialed and jailed 
for refusing to serve. 

THE BEGINNING 
The beginnings will be fa111i

liar to all of you - banding 
out flyers at draft boards and 
high aahools to inform 18-year
olda and their parents of Che 
alccrnativea to the draft. From 
chat small ripple, we bave been 
making waves. 

A 8.ESISTANCE CASE 
Lee's cake an actual caae-

chac of Malcolm Dundas. When 
Malcolm had to make bis deci
sion, tie kne., he didn't want 
to fight, but he was not pre
pared to break with his govern
ment, preferring to be chan
nelled into the ' Peace Corps. 
After having served C..o years, 
however, be '188 still eligible 
for the draft; and while 
"sitting tight" might have been 
discreet and "safe," even get-

ting CO status wa~noc enough 
to assuage bis conscience for 
what his government was doing 
in Vietnam. He recognized that 
the illlplicatioos of both chan
nellin ,g and CO status are che 
transcendence of governmen.al 
control over the lives of its 
citizens. 

Moreover, it isn't easy co 
get CO status, which is one 
reason why increasing numbers 
of young men ~re refusing to 
register at all. When a man 
fails to win such status on 
appeal, bis alternatives are 
three: he can submit to in
duction, go to jail, or leave 
the country. Malcolm chose 
jail, and only recently was 
released after having eerved 
14 months of an 18-month sen
tence in Lompoc prison. 

FAMILY SUPPORT 
It is germaine to this 

report to state that when all 
this began, his mother was un
comprehending, bewildihed and 
ashamed. Theirs was a family 
with a long -- and to her, 
proud -- history of military 
service, and she was unable to 
accept her son's point of view. 
But beginning with her confi-
dence in Malcolm, plus some 
warmth and he.lp from 'friends of 
hers on the committee, Evelyn 
Dundas made the gigantic leap 
from uncritical governmental 
supporter to an awara, activa - -~f" . .3,. 

member of the committee! But (Atvv.7 
that's not all of the story. 
Today, this splendid woman is 
again going through the q 
asonies of the confrontation, 



as John, her younger son, has 
taken his s·tand againat the 
draft and the war, and the 
whole heartbreaking procedure 
unwinds aga±n -- this time more 
ferociously, in reprisal for 
followi .ng in his brother's 
footsteps. 

JAIL CONDITIONS 
Meanwhile, Mal.calm has writ

ten a diary of his life in 
prison (soon, we hope, to be 
published), and thJ.s docwuent 
has provided the colllll1ittee with 
another avenue of work: to im
prove conli tions of the jailed 
young political prisoners who 
are exposed eo homosexuals as 
well as drug addict s and hard
ened crimina ls with their sad
istic pecking order, encouraged 
and exploited by the guards. 

~lcolln and John Dundas are 
lltllong the more fortunate, be
cause !svelyn Dundas has more 
faith . in the integrity of her 
sons than ber government. But 
for those less fortunate young
sters whose parents condemn 
them and cast them out, the 
situation is hard indeed. 

EMPLOYMENT PROBLEMS 
Practically speaking, they 

are just about unemployable. 
Pot ential employers are reluc
tant to hire draft-age men any
way; and t:hey are frequently 
unsympathetic to resisters. So 
the boys are in t:he miserably 
poor position of having to 
spend long months waiting for 
hearings and trials while they 
live in lill!bo -- out of their 
homes, out of school, out of 
work, out of luck. Many find 
their way to the "hippie" com
munities of the large cities 10 

where they scratch along some
how. We know the hazards of 
suclt an exis tance without any 
elaboration het:e. 

MltITARY CASES 
Now for the lllilitary cases. 

Prom the lone, and lonely, 
alienated and inarticulate 
young American It1dian who pri
vately concluded that he 
simply could not kill to the 
Nine for Peace, increasing 
numbers of cbe young men in 
uniform are coppi ng out. We 
in San Francisco have partici
pated fully in the proceedings 
of the Nine for Peace. 

NINE FOt PEACE 
Coming from all branches of 

the service, each of the ser
vice men had independently 
concluded that be could no 
longer remain in the armed 
forces. They met at one of the 
numerous coffee houses mush
rooming outside military bases 
in the cities, and found them
selves in sufficient agreement 
to take a united action. It 
consisted of chaining themselves 
to clergymen - members of 
Clergy & Laymen Concerned -
for 48 hours of communion 
prayer and collllDllJlity support, 
preliminary Co resigning from 
the military. 

Their composition would have 
delighted the heart of a 
Hollywood script writer: from 
an Bast Coast Jew to s Florida 
cracker, there couldn't have 
been nine more different boys. 
TV relayed highlights of their 
personal declarations of inde
pendence, fo llowed by tbe bomb 
threat to the church that was 
their sanctuary, and their 
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transfer to another. Then the 
finale - the lllilitary i>Olice 
inva,;;ion of the second church 
to lead them outside, cut the 
chains and cart them off to 
the stockade at th~ Presidio. 

EACH AN INDIVIDUAL 
It isn't necessary to 80 

into details of the ordeals of 
the Nine. It is necessary, 
however, to emphasize that each 
resister in an individual, that 
each case has its own specifics 
that must be dealt with spe
cifically . 

For e.xample, one of the Nine 
- Steve (Sonny) Anderson -
was only 17 when he enlisted. 
At Ft. Ord, where he and 20-
year-old James Seymour were 
tried, Sonny's mother testi
fied that she had gone with billi 
to ta1k to the recruiting 
officer. They had discussed 
the boy's difficulties at 
school and his interest in 
mechanics. She testified that 
she bad decided to sJ.gn the 
consent paper because the 
recruiter promised that Sonny 
would be sent to a school for 
mechanics, which never happened. 
Perhaps because they are fully 
aware that recruiting offiaers 
are profeasiona1 liars for 
cause - a form of scavenger 
like a bounty hunger paid a 
cash bonus for-each man signed 
up -- Sonny's judges gave him 
cwo years. 

James Seymour, who had no 
member of hie family to stand 
up for him, got four. 

HORSE TRADE 
Other things you must know 

are the horse trade and the 
psychology of the men who try 
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and judge the boys. The fonner 
is an offer trade in some cases, 
that in exchange for pleading 
guilty, the accused will serve 
a maximum. of two years, even 
if his trial judges meted out 
a longer sentence. Some have 
accepted, among them young 
George Dounas, who!le experience 
illustrates the latter point. 

Ouring hie trial, this fiery 
young man made an impassioned 
SFecch which clearly revealed 
his political sophistication. 
He attacked the warfare stat;ta 
for its sick economics, regres-
sive politics and repressive 
techniques of governing. 
Although his actual offenses-
length of days AWOL, etc. --
were far less than some of his 
colleagues, he was given a 
harsher sentence - which, 
thanks to the "deal," he will 
not have to serve . That sen-
tence was in response to the 
prosecutor's charge to the 
ju6gea to this effect: 

this man is the most: dan
gerous advers,ary because he is 
trying to change our way of 
life, and be knows what he is . 
about. Crimes of conscience 
are the worst kind, because 
they strike at the very heart 
of 011-r system. 

They gave him four .,,Years. 
BEARING WITNESS 

During this year and more of 
work, we have found that "bear
ing witness" is a far more 
potent technique than you might 
think. 

First, our presence in a 

• 

hearing room, putting them 1,,-, 
under observation, has a salu- UfV\N.' 
tary effect on the procedure. • 



Second, some of the hearing 
judges in administrative cases 
have become noticeably sympa
thetic, placing the draft resis 
ter or CO on probation instead 
of confining him. 

PUBLIC SCRUTINY 
Out of this comes another 

"first" - a fira ·t demand by a 
draft re sister that his Draft 
Board function IN PUBLIC, be
fore observers at his hearing, 
who will judge the judges on 
how they decide who may live 
and who must risk death! We 
assume the Draft Boards will 
fight bitterly to continue in 
their murky secrecy, but pend
ing putting all Draft Boards 
out of business, we must put 
them in the spotlight of pul,
lic scrutiny I 

REACHING OUT 
Now another avenue of work 

has opened 4p -- as promising 
as it is crucial: reaching out 
to those silent servicemen who 
are showin,g themselves t~ be 
just a·s disaffected as their 
11>0re vocal and courageous com
ract,s. 

Our activities with AWOLs 
come pretty close to paralle.1-
ing the 1'underg.round railroads" 
during slavery . Our assistance 
covers areas of housing, food, 
clothing, providing pocket 
money; obtai1ling professional 
assistance; attending hearings, 
trials and courts-martial; 
visiting the accused in jails 
and federal penitentiaries; 
contacting and proselytizing 
families to win their supeort 
so desperately needed; main
taining contact while they are 
in prison. \2 

INVOLVE RISK 
Some, but not all, or tl111H1 

activities involv■ per■onal 
risk under the law• ot aldlna 
and abetting a ddaart•r, for 
which the pr1nc1pal can ha 
prosecuted. Any waaan Involv
ing herself should flrat find 
out the law on thl• matter, 
and second, make up her •1nd 
about the extent of har lnvolv•• 
ment. 

It is important, however, to 
make this decision, both por• 
sonally and oraenlantlonally, 
against the b•ck&round ol the 
most recent c••~ ln which v~ 
11re now engaged. It le th■ 

case of Richerd Bunch and the 
27 scervicemen charaoJ with 
mutiny. 

"GIVE HE LOVE, , • '' 
The story can begin with • 

quote: "Give me love.,. (or) 
complete elilnlJUltion ..• " The•• 
were some of the last written 
words of Richard Buneh, • 
stockade prisoner at the 
Presidio Army Bsse who va■ 1hot 
to death by a guerd whon h~ 
attempted to run avay from hla 
duty detail on Friday, Oct, 11. 

Last June, ilchard'a mother 
informed authorities at 
Letterman Rospital that her aon, 
then AWOL, desperately needed 
psychfatric care, and ah• wa• 
told that he would receive 
such. But instead, Richard 
was sent to the 1toclc4de where 
he received no care whataoaver, 
only harra.isment. 

Three days after Riehard 
Bunch was killed, 27 of his 
fellow prieoner• protaated 
t:heir friend • a death by ra£us- "r. 
ing to go to their ducy ata- ~ 



ctons . They linked arms, sac 
down and sang freedom songs , 
and when given a direat order 
to go to work, they demanded 
to cons ul t with their lawyeJC 
instead. 

Presidio officials responded 
to the sit-do wn by callin g for 
an "intensive investigation" 
in order to determine whether 
or not the 27 sh.ould be charged 
wit h "mu tiny, 11 

The bearing of 24 of the 27 
began this week - - with 3 not 
present by reaso n of having 
escaped. 

On the opening day in court, 
one of the accused, Lawrence 
Ridell rouea up his sleeve, 
so a few of us women could see 

' the terrible wel ts on his QTID. 

Inquiry of hi s military attor
ney uncovered the informs tion 
that he had been in solitary 
confinement because he had 
tried to commit suicide -
first by hanging, then by 
slashing himself. Re is con
sidered a behavior problem 
because he. had been pu1lin ,g out 
the- s ti tcltes in bis ann, 

We, of the Committee for the 
llesistance of San Francisco WFP 
believe. the. work of the -resis
tance affords us the most valid 
means to oppose the entire, 
deadly syndrome - the draft, 
the war in 1/ietllam now and the 
military establishment that 
perpetuates itself by forment
ing wars elsewhere . 
.. . Relene lioffman Esther Newell 
Clara Auerbach Vi~lty P~aisted 

Murie1 Timossi 

r-----------
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This summer an invitation 
was extended by the Soviet 
Peace Collllllittee to the 
American Fr iends SelVice Com
mittee for a 10-day-visit of 
sightseeing and conferences 
with the request that other 
American peace groups be in
cluded. Three women and 8 men 
embarked on this venture and 
left Kennedy Airport Nov. 6. 
Anci Koppel of Seattle repre
sented WSP in the usual WSP 
fashion, with the blessings of 
the National Consultative Com
mittee but without concomitant 
instructions. A very complete 
account of this trip will be 
made available early next year 
by the AFSC. The following is 
a series of personsl impres
sions hurriedly put together 
to me8"t ·the MEMO deadline. 

I am well aware that today 
visits to the Soviet Union, 
even as a guest of the Soviet 
Peace Committee, is not unus 
ual; from a personal point of 
v~ew, however, it has been a 
l!leaningful series of events 
that I will try to share in 
this brief account . 

SPlllTS HIGII 
The flight from London to 

Moscow brought me in contact 
with Russians. Vi.siting, in 
spite of language barriers, 
was easy and their invitations 
co join in a drink spontaneous. 
My inability to follow in 
theiT tradition to empty a 
glass in one gulp gave rise to 
much laughter and coaxing. 
With spirits high we reached 

14 Moscow 

REVOLUTION CT.U:IIIATtD 
A banquet ewdted u•. 111• 

adjacent main dining room v•• 
jammed, mostly with raatly 
groups eating, drlnk1n1, 
danci .ng in celebration of the 
51st anniveuory .,; tha Revolu
tion. '1'.be donce, v•rted froa 
the Craditionol Vftlae, lonao to 
Russian nationel dance, end 
the latest American. Th• 
orchestra includ•d In tl1air 
repertoire an old J«vilh tu11•. 

The 2-day -- Nov. 6 6 7 -
holiday mood utcnded ov•r an 
additional 2-doy v•ek•nd and 
the spirit was genuinely con
tageous. After dinner, 
although late, v~ volked to end 
in the Red Square. During 
that h6liday Red Square and 
other public placu are !reo 
from vehicle traffic. I wish 
I could have been suspended 
si'X feet above the crovd to 
observe the surging groups 
without being made ewere that 
I could not keep up with their 
~ace and ,rigor. There wore 
young people linking arm, And 
singing; famtly group•, vhJch 
invariably included• arend• 

.mother; people gother•d 
around musicians or II tpeaker, 
often holding flower• ore 
package to be taken to their 
next place of vuit or p•rty. 

Next day, ei)Kteccing-tho 
many wonderoua old and butor1c 
buildings in addition to beau-
tiful new onee, including high-
rise apartment• done in modem 1 scyle . Museums were crowded ~ 
with long queues to b@ admit- • 



ted; we as ''honored" guests 
gained admission immediately. 

YOONG PIONEERS 
Our visit to the building of 

the Young Pioneers was enhanced 
by two young guides -- girls 
12 and 14 years old. Thia ,;1aa 
thei'r first e,cpe:rience taking 
Americans on the tour. We 
could not help but be impressed 
by thetr competence and maturi
ty in respond:lng to our many 
questions. The facilities are 
used by children 8-18 for 
after-school activities, arts, 
sports, etc. Any childwho 
wants to participate tDaY do so. 
The membership is large and 
similar facilities are avail
able throughout the country. 
Vacation actillities and 
exchange visits also are part 
of the program. 

UNDERSTAND MOOD OF PEOPLE 
There is a reason why I 

dwell at such length on des
cribing the mood, the spirit 
of the people I bad occasion 
to observe on a limited basis. 
The Russian people take much 
pride in the historic and cul
tural events of their past, 
and they hold ve:ry firm to the 
present. They want visitors, 
foreigners, to respond in lilce 
manner. This is particularly 
difficult for Americans - we 
build one day &1d next we tear 
it down to make way for a super 
structure, a freeway, etc. I 
do not mean to imply that one 
is good and the other is bad, 
but rather to emphasize the 
different concept of values 
and that from it arise certain 
difficulties to achieving a ,~ 
meeting of minds . ? 

NO WORD FOR DISSENT 
The word "dissent:" is one 

of t:he ingredients that make 
up our peace movement. The 
Russian vocabulary does oat: 
have a word for it:. Thie, of 
course, does not have anything 
to do with the Revolution but 
more with the natur~ of the 
Russian responding to his 
government:, responding to 
authority. 

When in our formal talks 
with the Soviet Peace Coumit:
tee -- they last:ed 3 days -
the quest:ion of Czechoslovak!a 
was raised by us, we were 
given to understand that this 
was an internal affair and 
t:herefore could not be put on 
the agenda. During t:he many 
informal discussions I gained 
the impression that chis 
"family affair" has not yet 
been resolved satisfactorily 
or concensus established. 
'Come back a year later when 
your probing questions can 
bet:ter be satisfied,' was the 
answer we were given repeated
ly. Our fom.al meetings may 
not have shed much light on 
t:he issues raised or est:ablish
ed points that could have led 
to joint: action, yet: the frank 
discussions left t:he door open 
for future meetings. 

A few words about our meet
ings with the Women's Peace 
Committees 1n Leningrad nnd 
Moscow. We were told by mem
bers of the Cominittee that 
they value above all our can
dor and sincerity . They want 
to be kept informed of our • -~, ....... 
activities, the t:rend of our (A~7 
thoughts, etc. To perpetuate 



and facilicate this -exchange 
of ideas, I believe it is 
essential that, outside of 
newsletters and the MEMO, some 
of us should maintain an 
excha~ge of persona1 letters. 

JOINT ACTIONS _FROPOSED 
Two suggestions for joint 

action came ou·t of our cal.ks 
with the Women's Peace Commit
tee i ,n Moscow: (l) A confronta
tion at the Paris Peace Talks: 
U.S. women to invite women f'rOUl 
other countries to meet in 
Paris reinforced by petitions 
from their respective countries. 
(2) A women's congress in the 
U.S . sometime in the Fall of 
next year. The program. would 
be ha-sec! on issues of coneern 
to women -- arts, health, 
nutrition, etc. Naomi Marcus 
of WILPF and myself from WSP 
promised to further explore 
these ideas with our respective 
groups. 

I personally have COUle away 
with a waTm and admiring feel
ing for the Russian people, for 
their achievements, their 
aspirations for the future and 
last but not least, c:heir con
cerrl for their guests. 

••• Anci Koppel, Seattle 

• • . ~ ~ 
Ed. Note: It is fascinating 
to observe that the Russian 
response to an atte~pt to dis
cuss the invasion of Czechos
lovakia seems to be subtly 
influenced by the manner of 
questioning and the make-up of 
the delegation whicl;, is doing I b 
the questioning. WSPer Anci 

Koppel., who W'as part of a very 
mixed group, received one set 
of official responses. WSPer 
Edi~h Villestrigo, who was 
-part of a much smaller and 
wholly WSP gro~p, found a very 
open response, a great eager

~ness and conce~n to discuss 
the whole matter. Ear comments 
follow: • 

the question of Czechoslo
vakia was discussed at great 
length on several occasions 
during our visit . Our hostesses 
from the Soviet Women's Peace 
Committee,the magazine Soviet 
Woman and the Soviet-American 
Friendship Institute all urged 
us to air our differences openly 
and frankly . 

!t was in this spirit of 
friendly discussion and a 
mutual desire for peace that we 
explained the fears of the 
American peace women tbae, the 
Soviet use of military force ss 
a means to settle differences 
wil l lead toward heightening 
the cold war and suengthening 
the militarists everywhere. 

The motivations of the 
Soviet action were explained to 
us in many different ways. 
Whether we agree or not, it is 
important co understand. 

FEA!l OF GERMANY 
First and foremost is the 

great fear of the Germans stem-
miog from the memory of 20 mLl-
lion Soviet soldiers and 
civ1.lians lulled in the Nazi 
invasion of World Wu !! . The 
W'omen reminded us of the U.S. 
rearming West Germany despite 
post-war agreements, of nuclear 
bombs on the West German border, 'T"..,,_ 
of Chancellor Kie&in$er'a CJr('IV:7 



demand for ever more strength 
for NATO and al.ready more tanks 
at bis disposal chan Hitler 
had on the eve of his invasion. 

TWO CAM.PS 
The women stressed that the 

Soviet foreign policy of peace
ful co-existence is well-known 
as is their desire for world 
disarmament with an immediate 
reduction of nuclear stockpiles 
and delivery systems. Never
theless, the world is still 
divided into two camps and, the 
women declared, peace in the 
world was threatened in 
Czechoslovakia by planned 
counter-revolution aligned to 
the West. 

NED-NAZI THREAT 
There was evidence, they 

said, of neo-Nazi infi1tration, 
finding of secret arms caches 
and many other signs pointing 

co a threat co socia1ism. They 
felt they had to take this 
drastic step because the 
Dubcek gover11J11ent was coo weak 
co deal -with chis threat. How
ever, they a1so maintain that 
they did not interfere to_ the 
internal affsirs of the country 
or cake anything fl.om the coun
tTy. They believe that the 
trooes will be able to leave 
Czechoslovakia vithin a matter 
of months. 

They felt that the problem 
for women of both the Soviet 
Onion and the U.S. is to strug
gle against new attempts to 
bring about the cold war. The 
hope for women is that we work 
to re.lax tensions, reduce che 
arms Tace and achieve world 
disarmament. 

... 
CIJ .<! '".u 
t> '" O'<:I 

C/) C<I 
I).; 

• • C/) 

"' "' 13 
C/) "' ::,: 13 • 

u 
u i,. Q 

ozg 
. . ... 

..c: (l'J 00 
en o " &J~ . .. 
... CIJ 3 
CIJ '" .g_ ~ 0 
;,, en co 
u~-;:: 
CIJ ... 

· ::l.i~ 
CIJ "' .... ... '" .... 
CD :, ..; 
..... co:> 

17 



For the first ti.me, people 
of the Western Hemisphere -
from Canada, the U.S.A., and 
from Latin American countries
met in Montr eal fyom Nov. 29 to 
Dec. l in the Hemispheric Con
ference to End the Vietnam liar. 

There were hours of sharp 
d.ebate as to the direction of 
the conference, but at the end 
of two days, the 1800 delegates 
and observers unanimously 
adopted a Declaration of 
Montreal. 

This Declaration condamns 
the criminal war the U.S. 
govem~nt has been ca-rrying 
on over the lsst 14 years 
against the Vietnamese people 
and wholeheartedly supports 
the heroic Vietnamese people's 
struggle for their fundamental 
national rights. 

'there were many suri-ing 
moments at the conference and 
the moat spirited and heart
felt ovations were given to 
tae representatives of North 
Vietnam and of the South Viet
nam NLF. They gave vivid 
accounts of the acts of bar
barity that are perpetrated on 
the Vietnamese people. They 
made a strQng plea for an in
tensUi.ed struggle to end the 
war, which they considered the 
first priority, They consi
dered the Hemispheric Confer
ence of utmost importance and 
said that the help being gi.ven 
t:hem by the 'people of the 
Western Hemisphere was great 
encouragement. \S 

The other uln 1pe&11.1t1 wr• 
enthuaieati"lly r1c1t~ad by 
the delegatH, "'-'>lla th•• vu 
Salvador Allende, Pr•1td1nt of 
the Senate in Chila, who 1tat•d 
that the ChilHn peopl1 follo,,, 
the Vietnu war•• if it v1r1 
their own stru&al• and they •r• 
activeJ.y engaged ln oppo■tng 
the war. Enrique Ari••• d1lc• 
gate of the Hoalc.■n ■tudanta 
pledged renewed aolld•rlty of 
the student■ and youth with th• 
Vietnamese peopl1. Bobby Se•l1, 
Chairman of th• 81■ck Panther 
Party, m.a.de a ■tron& plea tor 
unity in the fight agaln■ t 
racism and oppr••■ton and 
pledged the full aupport of ht1 
Party to the heroic atruaal• of 
the Vietnamese people for aelf
dete:rmination. 

The last day proved to be 
a series of 1tormy dalll0n1tra
tions of unity in support of 
the Vietnamese visitors. There 
were greetings fr0111 delegates 
of Chile, Mexico, Argentina, 
Ecuador, Guyana, Haiti, Coats 
Rica, Jamaica, Cuatna.lo, 
Santo Domingo, lhu-bados and 
Puerto lticn. One young 
American came co the platfona 
to offer his draft card u a 
gift to the Vietname■e. Where
upon a stream of Americana 
offered their draft card, for 
burning to the standing ova
tion of the conference. 

WOMEN SPEA.lt 
During the lunch recaea, the 

women of Latin American, Canada 
and the U.S.A. had a caucus and 
used their 'woman power' co 
protest the uaual lack of 
wOC11en on the placform. This _ -~t"..:, 
resulted in two additional <,ffYV; 
women to the speakers list -



one from Mexico and Rut:h Gage 
Colby from WSP and WILPF. When 
a young American Indian woman, 
Mary Bell, got up to speak, 
t!M! entire hall gave her a 
standing ovation. I 
brought g.reeti[lgs to the con
ference .. from Dagmar Wilson. In 
her message she outlined the 
main decisions of the WSP 
National Conference. Our pro
gram was greeted by stormy . 
applause, especially the repeal 
of the draft and amnesty for 
anti-war prisoners. There were 
about 25 WSPs in Montreal. 

The Canadian Voice of Women 
arranged for a dinner meeting 
with our WSP delegates where 
about 70 women relaxed and had 
a lively discussion. The con
sensus was that the HBJDispheric 
Conference ws.s an important 
event and should have far
reaching results . 

• . . Pauline Rosen New York 

••• when Shirley Lens · 
aaked Mrs. Sebestyen and the 
Hungarian Peace Council to state 
their position in the event of 
a Soviet invs.sion bf 
Czechoslovakia, I am not sur
prised that their response was 
in negating the question. In 
effect they said that such an 
invasion would never occur. 

Perhaps this is the wroni 
type of question to ask of the 
Eastern bloc because of the 
following two reasons: Firstly , 
in some situations a person 
cannot risk entertaining ideas 
which do not fit into his 
coherent framework, for fear of 
having his whole system of 
peliefs undermip.ed. This is 
something which can happen in 
any society. Secondly, there 
are strong historical reasons 
'lfhY people in East Europe t ,end 
to speak less openly to for
eign .ere than with their own 
count-rymen. We forget all too 
easily how mueh East Europeans 
have suffered personally 
through politics and war, and 
if i:t 111eans that we are able 
to be more relaxed about our 
own politics, then we are 
lucky , but certainly not more 
virtuous. 

What I am trying to say is 
that talking with East European 
peace comndt~ces needs an 
approach which does not close 
the doors for further COllllluni
cation. 

· •.. 'l'ha.lia Stern Miam,1 Beach 



Dear M~. Pre.a~dent-&lect: 
The Vietnamese var ha-s .i~eady co~t the lives of over 30.000 Amtricon 

soldius and hundreds of t.houaan~s of Vie·tna.ie.se. It has ravterhed the 
counc--ryside of V~etnm and 1mpove~ished the dc~es o! Am~rtc•• 

L2T'S CUT I T OUT! 
While American 11.e.n go oo dyins by the bu.ndreds in Vietnu, ln Pari.e 

American officials 10 on talking ••. t.alking about who sit.JI where ~t th~ 
Con·fe r ance t able and hOW' to appease G9l)e1:als Thieu ,md Ky . 

LET'S CUT IT OUT! 
It's time to save l±ves, not face. Mr. Pres~dent-~lect, we deNod 

that you announce a schedule for withdrpal of Aoe.tj.can t..toops lrom 
Vietnam to begi.n on Janu.aTY 20. tho day you take o"f'f"l.co.. C..11 for a. 
cease fi"'Ce now, and promise a sett1ement ;t.n_ V1ecn-au1 that wiJ.l llllo~ the 
pe0ple of chat country to decide their own des t iny free rrom fora.ign 
intervention. 

Mr. Presi d4'tlt-£lect Nixon, ENOUGH 1S &!IOUG!II cur OUT TU£ BLl)ODY WAR! 

Signe<!: (address) 

Cut this out: and se.nd to Hr. NI.xon1 Rottl J)1e:tte, Ne.'-' York, New Yo.rk. 

L~aflat available from the national office for reproduetion in your conanun.i.cy. 
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