
SDS takes on HUAC's liberal face 

I 

by Michael Klonsky 
SDS National Secretary 

In an attempt to shake its circus-clown image and 
gain some type of legitimacy, toe House Committee on 
Un-American Activities is preparing to investigate SDS 
wito a new, liberal make-up on its Edwin Willi s-scarred 
face. 

The nature of the up-coming investigation is not yet 
clear. There are indications toat SDS people (pig 
infiltrators excepted) won't be called on to testify. 
Rep. Richard Ichord, a "liberal* Democrat from 
Missouri, who presently heads toe committee, has 
announced that fewer summons would be handed out 
to hostile witnesses. 

"I won't hesitate to call a hostile witness," he said, 
"but there is no purpose in bringing a Commie before 
the committee and asking him questions on which he is 
going to take the 5th (amendment)." 

HUAC's New Image 

In the face of a confrontation wito SDS (which is not 
likely to take the 5th) HUAC is attempting to take on 
a new liberal image. Rep. Louis B. Stokes (D-Ohio), 
brother of Cleveland Mayor Carl Stokes, was named 
as HUAC's token Negro along wito Rep. Claude Pepper 
(D-Fla.), a liberal appointee. Pepper has been critical 
for some time of HUAC's activities and was added 
as a part of efforts by the leadership of the Democratic 
Party to improve the committee's image. Stokes was 
named over another "House Negro." Rep. William Clay 
(D.-Mo.) to toe HUAC seat. 

"A more constructive perspective is needed on the 

committee if the House fails to abolish it,* said Stokes. 
"If its purpose of existing can be reconstructed from 
witch-hunting, character-attacking, and maligning to 
providing a forum for communication between toe 
disaffected and toe United States government, a 
meaningful and useful purpose could be served.* 

Chairman Ichord has introduced a bill to change toe 
name of the committee to "Internal Security," which 
he says will better describe its intended task. 

After Jerry Rubin and Co. turned HUAC into the 
laughing stock of the ruling class last December, 
it seems toat a few people upstairs got uptight and 
decided to transform toe committee into a relatively 
useful arm of toe domestic counter-insurgencyprogram. 
This makes SDS's upcoming confrontation wito HUAC 
important. 

Confrontation and education around the HUAC 
investigation of SDS could serve many functions in 
building our movement. First and foremost, the HUAC 
hearings could serve as an opportunity to fight 
anti-communism and its many forms present within toe 
movement today. 

People called to testify before toe committe (if any) 
could try and use the national focus on SDS to explain 
our position on the war, racism, imperialism and 
capitalism in a way that would make revolutionary 
politics relevant to toe needs of toe people of this 
country. That would be the best attack possible on 
institutionalized anti-communism. Literature could also 
be produced for mass distribution explaining the nature 
of imperialism and its domestic ramifications, such as 
the growing police state, the militarization of toe 

society, toe world economic crisis as felt here in toe 
U.S., growing institutionalized racism and toe emergence 
or surfacing of fascism. 

The HUAC hearings should also give us the impetus 
to begin mapping out city-wide defense strategies across 
the country. We must begin to develop a revolutionary 
theory of defense, defense of the movement as well as 
defense of the people. The nature of class society will 
bring the people into perpetual conflict with toe police 
power of toe state. It is revolutionary to be able to deal 
with the problem of people's defense. 

Security, Defense Necessary 

We must wage an attack on the class nature of toe 
courts, police and all of toe state's instruments of 
repression (like HUAC). There is also a necessity as 
part of this defense strategy to deal with "internal 
security" ourselves. If Ichord is afraid to call 
"Commies" before his committee, he probably has a 
whole line-up of Phillip Abbot Luces in toe wings. 
In toe past few months, many of us have begun to see 
more clearly than ever how toe man works inside toe 
movement. 

Finally, the investigation of SDS could serve to unify 
large sectors of toe left behind SDS around clear 
anti-imperialist, anti-racist and anti-capitalist politics. 
We should use toe national focus HUAC gives us to 
reach out to other organizations and other movement 
people in an attempt to build the organization, recruit 
new members, raise money and see possibilities for 
building alliances and coalitions. This is a task we must 
take very seriously. 
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by John Buttney 
U. of Colorado (Boulder) SDS 

Cole Junior High School, located in the black 
community in Denver, has a student body which 
is 95 percent non-white and a faculty which is 
mostly white. Last week the tensions created 
and sustained by this blatantly racist structure 
came to a head when two white teachers and 
six to eight black students engaged in a physical 
confrontation. In response to this fight the 
teachers at Cole drew up a list of 27 demands 
and voted on them. The demands were adopted 
as representing the wishes of the teachers 
at Cole by a 75 to 5 vote. The list includes 
continuation of a "paddling policy/ It seems 
parents either consent to having their children 
beaten, as a disciplinary measure, or to having 
their children immediately suspended. Other 
items on the list: armed police in the school, 
immediate suspension for being late to any 
class, suspension of all social activities until 
further notice, a dress code which prohibits 
the wearing of anything that might identify you 
with, or show support for, any political or 
social organization, and treatment by a 
psychiatrist for any student who doesn't fit. 

These demands now have to be voted on 
by the Denver school board, but police were 
called in immediately because of imminent 
danger to the faculty and administration. The 
Denver Black Panthers then called for a 

41 (continued on page 4) 
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Dartmouth builds student-worker alliance 
John Spritzler 
Dartmouth SDS, N.E. Staff 

The SLAP proposal for a 
student-worker alliance has been 
discussed at great length on a 
theoretical level. The following account 
of its application in practice may help 
to illustrate its potential value in 
building chapters on a good basis. 
Beginning last spring with ananti-ROTC 
struggle, and continuing with election 
activities and toe recent blocking of 
an Army recruiter, Dartmouth SDS has 
been building a student-worker alliance 
and learningto apply apro-working-class 
strategy to student struggles. 

The first fairly self-conscious attempt 
to ally wito working people grew out of 
last spring's anti-ROTC struggle which 
began with SDS calling for a 
demonstration against ROTC's presence 
on campus. Unfortunately, however, as 
D-Day approached, the chapter tended 
to lose sight of the politics of toe 
demonstration and became more 
pre-occupied with the tactics of 
frightening the hell out of a panicky 
administration. 

An Ivory Tower? 

On D-Day 300 people out of a student 
body of 3,000 showed up. The chapter 
turned toe demonstration into a mass 
meeting which then decided to meet 
again that night to discuss how to keep 
the ball rolling. At this meeting our 
failure to lay a good political basis 
for toe demonstration became apparent. 
Most of toe students wanted to begin 
an anti-ROTC fast to persuade toe 
college to sever ROTC-Dartmouth ties. 
Furthermore, while everyone agreed to 
circulate an anti-ROTC petition, many 
people wanted it to avoid mention of 
the war and say simply that ROTC was 
"incompatible wito a liberal arts 
education," or in other words that toe 
college is an ivory tower and shouldn't 
be soiled by ROTC. 

Initially SUA tnemoers were a tiny 
minority at the meeting, but we won 
a large majority away from their 
moralistic fast-ivory tower position 
and towards an essentially 
pro-working-class position. We argued 
that the moralistic fast was bad 
because it led students to depend on 
the consciences of the ruling-class 
trustees rather than on the strength 
of a broad-based student movement. 

Pro-working-class 
We criticized the ivory-towerposition 

on toe grounds that it was really a 
selfish demand toat "someone else fight 
the war, but not me;* thus a movement 
built on this basis would support toe 
ruling class and its policy of getting 
working-class guys to fight the war. 
Also, to say that ROTC should be kicked 
off campus simply because it was 
"incompatible wito a liberal arts 
education" implied that ROTC would be 
acceptable at a working-class vocational 
school. 

The position which SDS, and eventually 
the majority, took was that toe petition 
should condemn ROTC because it 
oppressed Vietnamese working people, 
not because it soiled a non-existent 
ivory tower; and instead of relying on 
the Trustees, we should rely on mass 
student support built on a 
pro-working-class basis. 

Within two weeks of intensive 

DM 
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dormitory discussions, 600 students 
signed toe petition, many joined or 
came closer to SDS, and all had placed 
themselves in alliance with Vietnamese 
working people against toe ruling class. 
Although the concept of a student-worker 
alliance certainly doesn't exclude direct 
student-worker contact, it is interesting 
to note toat in this particular struggle 
the student-worker alliance did not 
involve students "organizing" or even 
talking to a single worker. 

W o r k e r s F r i e n d l y 
To buildings and grounds men at toe 

college and to workers at neighboring 
factories we passed out leaflets which 
described the recent government 
strike-busting at ja military shipyard 
to illustrate how toe government uses 
warships in Vietnam to fight militant 
Vietnamese working people just as it 
uses state power at home to oppress 
the American workers who build toe 
warships. We went on to show how toe 
government and all the major 
presidential candidates serve big 
business, and concluded by explaining 
why workers should support toe campus 
anti-ROTC struggle, why SDS would 
fight against student scabs, and why 
a student-worker alliance should be 
built. 

The response to toe leaflets was 
friendly. Many people at first thought 
we were leafleting for a particular 
candidate and asked unenthusiastically, 
"Which one is it this time ? * When we 
said, "None of them; toe elections are 
just a hoax," our leaflets became quite 
an attraction. At a textile plant two 
excited women, after reading the leaflet, 
stopped work and came out to get a 
stack of leaflets to give to toe women 
inside whom we had missed. They told 
us our stuff was toe best election 
literature they'd seen. A friend of ours 
who worked at toe plant later told us 
that while the previous day's leaflets 
for a phony liberal peace candidate 
had been thrown away, neertjr-all the 
women had neatly folded our leaflets 
and kept toem—perhaps, as one woman 
told us, to show to their husbands. 

Strike Support 
Shortly after toe elections we heard 

about a machinists' strike at Bryant 
Co. in Springfield, Vu, a nearby 
industrial town. We joined the picket 
line and introduced ourselves as 
college students in SDS who thought 
that students and working people should 
help each other. They were very 
friendly and quite happy to have outside 
support of any kind. They didn't know 
anything about SDS, but said it was 
about time students woke up to the fact 
that they should be on toe side of 
working people. In talking wito toe 
strikers about how we could help out, 
we decided to leaflet toe town's shopping 
centers to explain toe strike demands, 
urge people to donate to toe strike fund, 
and explain why we, as students, were 
supporting toe strike. 

The last point, to which more than 
half our two-page leaflet was devoted, 
was important to include, because 
otherwise our support might have been 
misinterpreted as a form of charity 
instead of a political alliance for mutual 
benefit. Under the heading "Why Students 
Too Must Fight the Bosses" we made 
the following points: 1) Students become 
white-collar workers and are exploited 

by the bosses. 2) Students are exploited 
financially by the high cost of a college 
education which, since it only trains us 
to work for big business, should be 
paid for by toe bosses, not by working 
people. 3) We are also exploited 
intellectually by a big-business 
controlled education designed to turn us 
against working people, make us ignorant 
of their (our) history and struggles, and 
instill in us anti-struggle, pro-boss 
ideas. 4) We are bribed by ROTC to 
join the Army Brass, scab on our 
fellow GIs, and order them to "fight 
and die in the bosses' money-making 
war against Vietnamese farmers and 
workers." 

When we showed our proposed leaflet 
to toe workers before deciding to 

however, seeing the necessity for a 
worker-student alliance around this key 
issue, leafleted college buildings and 
grounds workers with a leaflet making 
the following points: 1) Officers are 
scabs because, in return for high pay 
and special privileges, toey force GIs 
to do all the dirty work, and risk 
death or injury, fighting a bosses' war 
against Vietnamese farmers and 
workers. 2) Students blocked the 
recruiter because toey didn't want toe 
bosses' Army getting any scab officers 
at Dartmouth. 3) The Trustees of toe 
College are big businessmen who 
encourage students to scab when College 
employees go on strike and likewise 
encourage students to become scab 
officers. 
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distribute it, we thought they might 
object to the attack on ROTC and toe 
war; but to our surprise they thought 
it was great; it sparked a lot of 
conversations between us about 
ar.e "i :•. - *.' c; '--••• '.! •.: ::\^:r '.teà ta 

the common sentiment was "Yeah, our 
kids get the same thing." 

Each day a few members of toe 
chapter walked toe picket line and 
discussed our politics, while others 
leafleted the town and had similar 
conversations with working people at 
the shopping centers. Imperialism, 
foreign and domestic, was easy to 
discuss when one of the workers 
explained to us that Bryant Co. was 
owned by Ex-Cell-0 Corp., which had 
huge plants in India where labor was 
cheap. He also described how the 
Personnel Director for Bryant Co. was 
on toe local school board which 
instructed toe schools to do Bryant's 
job training for toem at public expense. 

Meanwhile, on campus, SDS was 
preparing for a demonstration (with 
the same pro-working-class politics as 
the previous anti-ROTC struggle) 
against Army recruiting. Unfortunately, 
most of the demonstrating students 
made no distinction between GIs getting 
drafted and officers getting recruited. 
Consequently they failed to see the need 
to ally not only wito Vietnamese workers 
but also wito working-class GI's. These 
students, although toey forcibly 
obstructed the recruiter, felt toat 
working people, being pro-GI, would 
never support them. Other students, 

When put this way, we found we had 
more support among college employees 
than we had suspected. As we leafleted, 
the foreman told everyone not to take 
the "communist propaganda." But still 

early everyone took a leaflet. While 
most guy! 
said toey supported us and only one 
argued vehemently toat he had a son 
in Vietnam and we had no right to 
block the recruiter. He hadn't yet read 
the leaflet, so I made toe point in 
conversation, and as he parted he said 
in a more friendly, doubting tone, 
"I don't know...." 

At Bryant Co., where the strike had 
since grown much more militant in an 
effort to prevent merchandise from 
leaving the plant, the strikers thought 
blocking the recruiter was great, and 
some even offered to help SDS in toe 
future. Their attitude was: "So you 
stopped the bastard; not bad." 

Benefits of Strategy 

The student-worker alliance strategy 
had not only increased off-campus 
support for SDS, but also helped toe 
chapter grow stronger on campus, 
A lot of new members have come in 
this year because SDS now seems to 
have a more serious strategy than the 
chapter's previous activism of 
frustration and isolation. Building a 
student-worker alliance, especially 
factory leafleting and strike support, 
also did wonders to develop in students 
that basic trust in the people which is 
vital, and without which toe student 
movement will remain isolated and 
paralyzed. 
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Racism resolution misses the point 
by Wayne Draznin 
Texas/Oklahoma Regional Traveller 

At the December National Council, 
a program dealing wito toe need to 
fight racism was passed. The 
implementation portion of this program 
is, for the most part, quite excellent. 
The analysis of the program, however, 
is incomplete and in great part 
incorrect. 

The main fault of the program's 
analysis is the manner in which it deals 
wito the national question. Under a 
heading which calls on SDS to "Defeat 
Nationalism," toe program states: 
"Nationalism has replaced pacifism as 
the main ideological weapon of the 
ruling class within toe Black Liberation 
Movement. Nationalism is used to divert 
Third World people from struggle on 
a class basis and from making alliances 
wito white workers and students." 

Revolutionary Nationalism 
This shows a lack of understanding 

of toe way black people are oppressed 
in America and of the struggle which is 
being waged to cast off that oppression. 
It does not deal with the question of 
revolutionary nationalism. 

Black people in toe United States 
are exploited and oppressed. They are 
exploited and oppressed as workers 
by those who own and control the means 
of production and distribution. This 
ruling class exploits and oppresses 
them to a greater extent than it does 

white workers; by giving a little more 
to toe white worker, they attempt to 
make him believe that this division is 
in his economic interest. They use the 
propaganda tools at their disposal 
(educational institutions, mass media, 
etc.) to maintain the racist myth that 
blacks are inferior—a myth which was 
developed to rationalize the institution 
of slavery. The Student-Worker Alliance 
Racism Program correctly points this 
out. 

Quite often these attempts succeed. 
Historically white workers have 
believed it to be in their interest to 

maintain these divisions, and have done 
their utmost to maintain toem. This has 
put white people into the position of 
overtly oppressing black people. The 
fact toat white people are acting against 
their own long-term interest, and are 
acting as unconscious agents of toe 
ruling class, in no way negates their 
actions. 

As pointed out above, toe bringing of 
slaves to America caused the 
development of a myth: that these 
slaves—black people—were inherently 
inferior. This myth had a material 
basis. Slavery was necessary to the 

agrarian development of toe United 
Sates, and this slavery had to be 
rationalized into Christian ethics. The 
myth was created, believed, and passed 
on. It became institutionalized. It became 
a psychological concept in and of itself, 
no longer necessarily relating to the 
economic position of blacks. It was 
accepted that blacks should "stay in 
their place". These concepts even 
became internalized among black 
people, who saw themselves defined by 
this myth. 

Economic conditions changed. By the 
time of toe Civil War, the United States 
was well on the road to becoming an 
industrial nation. The defeat of toe 
Confederacy further intensified this 
direction. The position of blacks also 
changed. They were "free"—free to 
become wage slaves, theoretically 
"equal" to white wage slaves. The racist 
consciousness, however, remained. 
Blacks could not be equal. They were 
still regarded, and regarded themselves, 
as inferior beings. 

Psychological oppression makes 
necessary material oppression. Those 
who are regarded as inferior will 
obviously be given inferior material 
positions in society. The psychological 
oppression of blacks by whites 
therefore made necessary toe material 
oppression of blacks by whites. 

People must organize against their 
common oppression and exploitation. 
Workers must unite to fight against 

(continued on page 52 

SF State: 650 busted, strike continues 
SAN FRANCISCO STATE: The strike continued strong last week wito picket 

lines and a mass rally Thursday. Tac Squad pigs arrested 186 Wednesday; 
459 Thursday in toe largest mass arrest toe city has ever seen. The Thursday 
arrests came at a big outdoor rally called by the Third World Liberation Front 
central committee. A number of toe arrested were Chicano community members, 
who have promised more support for toe fight against racism at San Francisco. 

Most of the arrests aLlfae rally were for. misdemeanors, and bail was posted 
within six hours of the arrests. But the pigs kept most students in jail for 
24 to 36 hours, sometimes in solitary and sometimes dripping wet from being 
hosed down in their cells. 

Two proposals were made at a meeting Saturdayto deal wito defense strategy. 
One, to have a mass trial and carry toe struggle into toe courts; and two, 
to demand 459 individual jury trials, which would tie up toe courts for years. 
Although the final decision has not been made, many believe toat toe first 
alternative is the most principled and the most effective. 

When asked if there would be more mass arrests, president Hayakawa 
answered inscrutably: "There will be no more mass arrests when there are 
no more masses." 

Money is desperately needed for bail of those 
arrested at San Francisco State. People 
arrested on Wednesday and Thursday had to 
post more than $16,000 in BOND. As the 
struggle continues, more funds will be needed. 
Contact Barrish Bail Bonds, 869 Bryant St., 
San Francisco. 

BERKELEY: Black and Third World groups picketed for control of a Third 
World college at Berkeley last week. Rain affected toe picket line, and many 
students became less sympathetic after a $500,000 fire in Wheeler Auditorium, 
thinking toe striking students were responsible. Striking groups disavow any 
knowledge of the cause of the fire. 

White radicals and campus unions have declared support for toe strike. 
It continues this week. 

FORTIER HIGH SCHOOL, New Orleans: Boycotting students at Fortier are 
demanding a Black Student Union, a course in black history, an end to 
prejudicial treatment of black students, and the removal of Fortier's "teacher 
police force." 

The boycott by about 200 Fortier high school students followed toe violent 
arrests of 54 Fortier students during earlier demonstrations. 

The school administration does not plan to negotiate on toe demands. They 
announced that penalties would be enforced with a vengeance. 

MILWAUKEE: Milwaukee Technical School, a high-ranking vocational school, 
has practically been shut down by a teachers' strike and student boycott. 

The teachers went on strike Jan. 1 when the school board refused to negotiate 
a 1969 contract. The students acted with a sympathy boycott which has been 
largely successful. 

DALLAS: LTV Aerospace Corp., a subsidiary of Ling-Temco Vought Inc., 
just purchased three colleges. The company, part of one of toe biggest military 
aircraft producers, recently purchased three Texas business schools to, as 
they put it, "enter the field of education and training". 
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SAN FRANCISCO: "Do you have any strong feelings about the Vietnam war 
toat would bias you toward toe defendants ?" is the first question a prospective 
juror must answer if he is to try toe Oakland 7. 

This stone political trial of the Oakland 7 opened in San Francisco Jan. 13. 
In its third week, each side has dismissed 13 would-be jurors, and the process 
of jury selection is likely to continue tor two to three more weeks, until each 
side has exhausted its 45 challenges. 

On toe first day of toe trial, about 250 people tried to demonstrate inside 
the courthouse. They were dispersed, wito head injuries to one demonstrator 
and toe arrest of a second. 

To rally community support and publicize toe nature of toe trial, a three-day 
Commission of Inquiry into the Vietnam war and domestic repression was held 
in Berkeley Jan. 16-19. Speakers such as Bobby Seale, David Horowitz, Tom 
Hayden, and G. William Domhoff laid out toe class nature of the legal system, 
the workings of U.S. imperialism and racism in Vietnam and around toe world, 
and the nature of U.S. capitalism. 

The Oakland 7 held a press conference Jan. 27 to announce their support 
for the 27 GIs being charged with mutiny (a possible death sentence) for holding 
a nonviolent sit-in protesting toe murder of a fellow GI at San Francisco's 
Presidio Army Base stockade. The Seven plan to attend toe court martial 
Jan. 31. 

NEW YORK: Corporate recruiters are starting to hit toe junior colleges hard. 
Apparently employers like junior college grads better than high school grads. 
As one businessman puts it, toe junior college graduate "has sufficient education 
to do a good job and insufficient education to become dissatisfied quickly". 

PARIS: High school students in Paris clashed wito police Jan. 23 after a 
meeting of radical students was forbidden and then stopped. 

The lycee students (lycee is a combination high school and university 
preparatory school) fought with police in front of toe Sorbonne in the Latin 
Quarter. Students were evicted from toe offices of the rector of toe University 
of Paris, which toey had invaded. 

Some of toe lycee student demands are toe same as those of university 
students last spring—overcrowding, old-fashioned educational concepts, 
socially unfair admissions policies and study programs that fail to take into 
account the job possibilities existing. 

SYLVESTER, GEORGIA: Nineteen students were arrested Jan. 15 when 
black students tried to march from their school to a white high school a mile 
away. The next day fire swept through school buildings and tension in the 
community mounted. Disturbances date back to early December when two black 
sisters, aged 11 and 14, were arrested for "obscene remarks." 

MADRID, SPAIN: Student unrest spread throughout Spain following toe 
sentencing of four students to long prison terms. A military court sentenced 
toe four, including a 15-year-old boy, to terms totaling 70 years on charges of 
setting fire to university property. 

Students in Bilbao demonstrated against police brutality there; university 
officials in Barcelona decided to keep that school closed indefinitely (it was 
shut last week after violent protests). Students took their protests off toe 
Madrid University campus into toe city streets, fighting running battles wito 
police. 

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON (EUGENE): Fifty black and white students here 
last week tried a Naval Air Recruiting team for war crimes; toe recruiters 
were found guilty, and toe students removed their literature from a table in the 
Student Union. After the literature was burned outside, students returned and 
burned toe Navy emblem from one of the recruiting tables. Then, locking arms, 
they chased toe recruiters off campus. Plans are being made for a visit by Dow" 
next week. 
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14 busted in Denver boycott 
(continued from page 1) 
boycott of classes until police are 
removed and the school is put in the 
hands of toe black community. The first 
few days of the boycott were successful, 
but the school administration began 
intimidating parents and students and 
the boycott fell off. So the Panthers 
stationed themselves at busy 
intersections in the vicinity of toe 
school where they could talk to parents 
and students about the boycott. The 
police responded to this by arresting 
five Panthers for loitering. 

This was toe situation when SDS got 
involved. At a meeting wito toe Panthers 
it was decided that SDS would try to 
organize a boycott at toe 10 high 
schools in Denver. The next day one 
high school was leafleted in the 
morning and one person was arrested. 
The same school was leafleted again 
in the afternoon wito one more arrest. 
Following this action SDS members 
from different chapters in Colorado met 
to discuss further action. High school 
students were present at this meeting, 
which had been scheduled a few weeks 
before to plan a State SDS Conference. 

Contacts Ignored 

We decided to leaflet toe business 
section of Denver the next day, not 
gping to high schools in order to give 
toe high school students some time to 
organize their own people. However, 
one group of SDS people decided to go 
back to toe first school toey had 
leafleted. They were subsequently 
attacked by a small group of students 
from that school, and one leafleter was 
hit on the head with a pipe and required 
five stitches. That same day other SDS 
people leafleted the business area as 
planned, without incident and wito a 
fairly good response. That afternoon we 
held another meeting to assess toe 
day's action and to plan activity for toe 
next day. Some SDS people wanted to 
go back to toe school where the fight 
had taken place in order to confront 
the students. This move was stopped 
by other SDS members on toe grounds 
toat we did not want to end up fighting 
in the streets with high school students. 
At this meeting it was also pointed out 
toat toe incident might have been avoided 
had these people gone along with the 
collective decision to hold off high 
school leafleting for one day. 

By this time we realized one of our 
basic mistakes. We had not worked 
through the contacts we had in the 

school and the high school students 
didn't buy our presence at all. So we 
decided to go to a school toe next day 
where we had many contacts and where 
there was supposedly some organization 
among radical students. When we arrived 
at that school the next day no students 
met us. It turned out that the people 
in charge of contacting toe students had 
been stoned toe night before and hadn't 
done the work necessary. So we leafleted 
anyway. The pigs came, and this drew 
a crowd. We gave most of our leaflets 
to these students, who took toem inside 
and distributed toem. 

Cops Taunted 

The Man gave us five minutes to split 
and we had decided at our last meeting 
to avoid arrests at this time. But some 
people thought it would be cool to taunt 
the cops and dare toem to catch us, etc. 
(These were the same people who 
leafleted toe high school and brought on 
toe fight.) So the Man responded by 
calling in 12 squad cars; they pulled in 
14 people, later releasing 6. Now we 
have 8 people needlessly tied up in 
legal hassles and facing a maximum 
of 90 days and $300 for loitering. 

The rally called for in the leaflet 
was cancelled when our lack of 
organization became obvious. 

Poli t ical Mistakes 

This attempt at organizing a boycott 
has taught us much about toe state of 
the movement in this area. First, we 
made two fundamental mistakes. We 
responded to the Panthers' suggestion 
without assessing our situation 
carefully. This hurt us and the Panthers. 
And we did not work with high school 
students to organize the schools. We 
imposed ourselves on toem. This never 
works. A high school movement cannot 
be organized by outsiders. We can help 
by supplying interested students with 
literature and even political education. 
But they know their schools and they 
can also teach us something. Now we 
are trying to salvage something from 
the ruins we were left wito after the 
police and the press started working us 
over. We do have a good list of contacts 
now—but not new people—it's toe list 
we should have had at toe start of this 
action. And these students are 
beginning to organize themselves. This 
also began before our action. We didn't 
even know about it. 

The second thing learned is the 
necessity for discipline and organization. 
Many of us feel that a few people, by 
insisting on "doing their own thing", 
made toe situation far worse than it 
might have been. 

Need for Discipline 

The discipline we found lacking is 
not the kind that demands unquestioning 
obedience to orders handed down by 
an elite. The discipline needed is the 
self-discipline which comes from 
understanding what it means to build 
a movement. And this understanding 
comes from knowing toe enemy, it 
comes from internal education. And by 
"internal education" I do not mean a lot 
of "scholarly" bullshit. But people who 
take pride in not reading Marx because 
they consider themselves anarchists 
can only be a hindrance. Education also 
involves struggle, as this article 
illustrates. It is in struggle that you 
learn, for instance, who you can depend 
on. And the day is coming when one 
fuck-up will mean more than jail for 
a few days. 

The third result of all this is the 
beginning of a good coalition wito SDS 
and the Panthers. While we were in jail 
a Panther was arrested for handing out 
our leaflets. He ended up in our cell and 
we had a long time to rap. Now we have 
a week to plan our State Convention. 
We hope to be able to deal with these 
problems and to avoid making toe same 
mistakes again. 

?» M M M M M M M M M M M M M M 
(The city employees of Madison Wisconsi 
the janitors out of toe schools. The sc 
students pick up the garbage, so that 
normally. Obviously, this would cut the 
The following leaflet, reprinted from 
underground newspaper, was written by 

Garl 
This leaflet is about ou 

about garbage. Let it c 
classrooms, bathrooms, M 
pile up till they have to 

Then the city will be 
janitors who are on strike ( 

The school administratioi 
the garbage so that school 
But don't take garbage fror 
out! Garbage is reality. Le 
is really like. 

Support your local janitc 
strike. Do not work again 
pick up the garbage. 
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When you finish reading 
dotted line, fold, mutilate, 
floor. 
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Independent caucus stat 
We are writing this position for New 

Left Notes so toat our comrades across 
the country will be aware of the political 
developments within SDS during the 
prolonged strike at San Francisco State. 
In the DEC 23 issue of New Left Notes 
an article appeared entitled "Chapter 
Position on S.F. State Strike*. In fact, 
this position came out of a small SDS 
meeting that split 13-9 in favor of 
issuing a leaflet for the campus that 
would attack toe "Programs", a group 
of community involvement organizations 
who are involved in the strike. The nine 
people who voted against issuing toe 
leaflet agreed wito toe political 
criticism of toe Programs, but felt toat 
a public leaflet would damage toe united 

front built around the 15 demands of 
the Third World Liberation Front. 
The disputed leaflet was never issued, 
but instead the PL ("worker-student 
alliance") caucus used the 13-9 vote 
as auUiyi'i-J' fiuj jvubiiihing THE chapter 
position in NLN and in a pamphlet 
"ON STRIKE SHUT IT DOWN», which 
is signed by the San Francisco State 
Strike Committee, but was never 
democratically approved by the Strike 
Committee. 

White Oppression 

The Independent Caucus of SDS at 
S.F. State wishes to voice some of our 

» disagreements with this so-called 
chapter position and to affirm the 
existence of other political ideas within 
the chapter. Our first disagreement is 
one of emphasis. We feel toat the issue 
of racism has been emphasized above 
and beyond the class nature of the 
university. We agree toat racism is the 
primary issue, but we feel that students 
can not be won to fight racism unless 
racism is clearly linked wito capitalism. 
In the "Chapter Position" the following 
phrase is found: "racism acts as a 
divisive force keeping oppressed people 
fighting among one another rather than 
uniting to fight toe common enemy." 
Naturally this is correct, but the 
problem is to convince white students 
that toey are oppressed and toat there is 
an enemy to fight. It is a political error 
to talk about building alliances against 
common enemies unless you are clear 
about toe need for white students to 
fight on their own. The Independent 
Caucus has been active in departmental 
organizing during the strike precisely 
because we can see this as a vehicle 
to expose the oppressive class nature 
of education. In order to defeat racism 
and capitalism we must build a mass 
class conscious white movement toat 
understands toe " nature of class 
oppression and alienation within the 
university, and thus will have something 
to struggle against that directly affects 
their own daily lives. 

Concretely, 
can work 
miseducation 
departments. 

departmental organizing 
towards exposing toe 

received in whole 
For example, toe 

Panther Chauncey Booker, who helped organize toe boycott at Cole, was arrested for loitering and contributing to the delinquency of minors. 

Psychology department is being exposed 
as a class institution toat attempts to 
fit people into the needs of the system 
instead of working to design a system 



îr boycott 
The second thing learned is toe 

necessity for discipline and organization. 
Many of us feel that a few people, by 
insisting on "doing their own thing", 
made toe situation far worse than it 
might have been. 

Need for Discipline 
k 

The discipline we found lacking is 
not the kind that demands unquestioning 
obedience to orders handed down by 
an elite. The discipline needed is the 
self-discipline which comes from 
understanding what it means to build 
a movement. And this understanding 
comes from knowing toe enemy, it 
comes from internal education. And by 
"internal education" I do not mean a lot 
of "scholarly" bullshit. But people who 
take pride in not reading Marx because 
they consider themselves anarchists 
can only be a hindrance. Education also 
involves struggle, as this article 
i l lustrates. It is in struggle toat you 
learn, for instance, who you can depend 
on. And the day is coming when one 
fuck-up will mean more than jail for 
a few days. 

The third result of all this is the 
beginning of a good coalition with SDS 
and the Panthers. While we were in jail 
a Panther was arrested for handing out 
our leaflets. He ended up in our cell and 
we had a long time to rap. Now we have 
a week to plan our State Convention. 
We hope to be able to deal wito these 
problems and to avoid making toe same 
mistakes again. 
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(The city employees of Madison Wisconsin went on strike last month, drawing 
the janitors out of the schools. The school administration tried to make toe 
students pick up the garbage, so toat school operations could proceed 
normally. Obviously, this would cut the effectiveness of the janitors' strike. 
The following leaflet, reprinted from LINKS, a Wisconsin high school 
underground newspaper, was written by La Follette High School students.) 

Garbage 
This leaflet is about our school. This leaflet is 

about garbage. Let it collect in the hallways, 
classrooms, bathrooms, Mr. Wendt's office. Let it 
pile up till they have to close the school down. 

Then the city will be forced to deal with the 
janitors who are on strike demanding a decent wage. 

The school administration wants us to help pick up 
the garbage so that school will look clean and neat. 
But don't take garbage from anyone. Let it all hang 
out! Garbage is reality. Let 's show what our school 
is really like. 

Support your local janitors ' union in their just 
str ike. Do not work against their strike. Do not 
pick up the garbage. 

When you finish reading this leaflet, tear on the 
dotted line, fold, mutilate, and drop on the nearest 
floor. 
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Revolutionary r 

Independent caucus states position 
We are writing this position for New 

Left Notes so toat our comrades across 
the country will be aware of the political 
developments within SDS during the 
prolonged strike at San Francisco State. 
In the DEC 23 issue of New Left Note? 
an article appeared entitled "Chapter 
Position on S.F. State Strike". In fact, 
this position came out of a small SDS 
meeting that split 13-9 in favor of 
issuing a leaflet for the campus that 
would attack toe "Programs", a group 
of community involvement organizations 
who are involved in the strike. The nine 
people who voted against issuing the 
leaflet agreed with the political 
criticism of toe Programs, but felt that 
a public leaflet would damage toe united 

itering and contributing to the delinquency of minors. 

front built around toe 15 demands of 
the Third World Liberation Front. 
The disputed leaflet was never issued, 
but instead toe PL ("worker-student 
alliance") caucus used the 13-9 vote 
as authority for publishing TIID t l i r t u i 
position in NLN and in a pamphlet 
"ON STRIKE SHUT IT DOWN", which 
is signed by the San Francisco State 
Strike Committee, but was never 
democratically approved by toe Strike 
Committee. 

White Oppression 

The Independent Caucus of SDS at 
S.F. State wishes to voice some of our 
disagreements with this so-called 
chapter position and to affirm toe 
existence of other political ideas within 
the chapter. Our first disagreement is 
one of emphasis. We feel that toe issue 
of racism has been emphasized above 
and beyond toe class nature of the 
university. We agree toat racism is the 
pr imary issue, but we feel toat students 
can not be won to fight racism unless 
racism is clearly linked wito capitalism. 
In the "Chapter Position" the following 
phrase is found: "racism acts as a 
divisive force keeping oppressed people 
fighting among one another rather than 
uniting to fight toe common enemy." 
Naturally this is correct, but toe 
problem is to convince white students 
that toey are oppressed and that there is 
an enemy to fight. It is a political error 
to talk about building alliances against 
common enemies unless you are clear 
about toe need for white students to 
fight on their own. The Independent 
Caucus has been active in departmental 
organizing during the strike precisely 
because we can see this as a vehicle 
to expose the oppressive class nature 
of education. In order to defeat racism 
and capitalism we must build a mass 
class conscious white movement toat 
understands toe nature of class 
oppression and alienation within the 
university, and thus will have something 
to struggle against that directly affects 
their own daily lives. 

Concretely, departmental organizing 
can work towards exposing the 
miseducation received in whole 
departments. For example, toe 
Psychology department is being exposed 
as a class institution toat attempts to 
fit people into toe needs of the system 
instead of working to design a system 

toat serves the needs of toe people. 
As part of this general attack on the 
class nature of education, the issue of 
tests and grades can be exposed as an 
attempt to inculcate students with 
bourgeois values of competition and 
individual gain. Wé'are not talking about 
using "liberal reformist demands" for 
a more pure education, but we are 
talking about educating white students 
about their own oppression suffered 
because of the class nature of toe 
university. 

This entire question is avoided by 
the position of the PL caucus when 
they state: 

"Students must see toat their 
interests lie in making toe college serve 
the interests of all working people in 
the community and that the only way 
to stop toe college from serving the 
interests of big business and make it 
serve toe interests of the working 
community is for students to ally 
themselves wito working people and 
iight toe common enemy." 

Classroom Rebellions 

Once again the basic question is why 
should students care if business is 
running toe college so long as they can 
still get their degree or their teaching 
credential. Why should toey want toe 
school to serve the needs of working 
people ("socialism") when many of them 
look upon workers as "racist war 
hawks"? Students cannot be organized 
in a mass way to fight battles to help 
the workers of toe Third World 
community. Students must be organized 
around the physical and cultural 
oppression of the bourgeois university 
and once this mass movement is built 
at a grass roots level, it will seek 
its natural class allies. The lesson 
of toe French revolt is that toe radicals 
were so well entrenched within the 
university that toey could move almost 
the entire student population into a 
fighting alliance wito revolutionary 
workers. We are not yet toat advanced. 
We must spread the ideas of socialism 
and toe class struggle in a mass way 
among toe students until rebellions 
against bourgeois authority break out 
in toe classrooms! 

This argument is not meant as an 
attack on toe efforts of the PL caucus 

(continued from page 3) 
those who exploit them. Black people 
n * s t unite to fight against their 
oppression by white people. The ruling 
class uses this oppression to exploit 
all workers. Therefore, while white 
people oppress black people, the real 
enemy of black people is the ruling 
class . 

Revolutionary black nationalists 
recognize these facts. Huey Newton, 
jailed Minister of Defense of toe Black 
Panther Party and a prime theorist 
of the black revolutionary nationalist 
movement in toe United States, has said, 
"Revolutionary nationalism is first 
dependent upon a people's revolution 
with toe end goal being the people in 
power. Therefore, to be a revolutionary 
nationalist, you would by necessity have 
to be a socialist." (Huey Newton Talks 
to The Movement, page 4) The 
revolutionary nationalist is not diverted 
from struggle on a class basis. He 
recognizes the position of black people 
within the working class, and realizes 
that in order to achieve communism 
white supremacy must be destroyed. 
He organizes his people against their 
exploitation and oppression, against toe 
ruling class and against white 
supremacy. He is not diverted from 
making alliances with white workers 
and students, but, as a revolutionary, 
allies himself with white revolutionaries. 

It is true that in the traditional 
Marxist sense, black people do not 
truly form a nation. Stalin defined a 
nation as " . . . a historically evolved 
stable community of language, territory, 
economic life, and psychological 
make-up manifested in a community 
of culture." (Marxism and the National 
Question) Black people in America do 
not possess a "community of economic 
life", that is to say, economic 
cohesion. Therefore, toey do not form 
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Now I'v« HEMD oll * i , NONSENSE F W t y , •- œ » y m m* 
about the STUDENT a. a NIGGE1I 
About 'n%m having no rîghfi and no 
protection and «o-colled stvdent-
teocher SEGREGATION and I just 
Want to get a few 
blasted thing« 
STRAIGHT I I 
mean I guess I 
KNOW my 
STUDENTS! 

But GOSH DARN it some folks talk 
about 'em like they were US I And 
FACE it , what contribution are they 
making to the ARTS? How many DOC
TORS, tAWYERS and BUSINESS 
LEADERS are STUDENTS? Biologically 
they're just not EQUIPPED to handle 
FREEDOM and POWER! 
How I envy them! 

BEST friend» are STUDCMJ 
BASICALLY r». <-> 
tseMeteoMra PC 
FUL, HAPPY las — - - » 
their place. Wny *>—• ©# 
even quite 
ATTRACTIVE... 
(chuckle) 
Yeah! 

So these OUTSIDERS w w I 
STIR 'EM UP over RJG-T1 
such are just making TtOV 
for EVERYBODY I R a t « 
they'll wont to write a * m 
and use staff mu1 — ea 
us by our FIRST NAACSI 

brother, there'i N O 
THING < 
than an 
UPPITY 
STUDENT! 

to fight racism and to make important 
t ies with toe working class. We support 
these acts as constructive and 
revolutionary. We are also not 
suggesting that we add specific white 
demands to toe 15 demands of toe Third 
World Liberation Front. We are 
suggesting toat SDS should work during 
toe strike and after to build a mass 
student movement capable of struggling 
against its own class oppression and 
capable of understanding in a MASS way 
the need for alliances against toe class 
enemy. The problem is that an 
over-emphasis on building alliances can 
lead to an "SDS-worker" alliance rather 
than a "student-worker" alliance. There 
will not be the necessary student-worker 
alliance until masses of students 
understand toe necessity for toe 
transformation from capitalism to 
socialism. 

Socialist Ideology 

Defeating racism and capitalism will 
require a mass movement of Third 
World and white workers, students and 
youth who are clear about toe class 
nature of American society and all its 
oppressive institutions. We propose that 
the spreading of socialist ideology and 
radical consciousness is a necessity 
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tes position 
that serves the needs of the people. 
As part of this general attack on the 
class nature of education, toe issue of 
tests and grades can be exposed as an 
attempt to inculcate students with 

- bourgeoio values of competition and 
individual gain. We'are not talking about 
using "liberal reformist demands" for 
a more pure education, but we are 
talking about educating white students 
about their own oppression suffered 
because of toe class nature of toe 
university. 

This entire question is avoided by 
the position of the PL caucus when 
they state: 

"Students must see toat their 
interests lie in making toe college serve 
toe interests of all working people in 
the community and that the only way 
to stop toe college from serving the 
interests of big business and make it 
serve the interests of the working 
community is for students to ally 
themselves wito working people and 
light the common enemy." 

Classroom Rebel l ions 

Once again the basic question is why 
should students care if business is 
running toe college so long as they can 
still get their degree or their teaching 
credential. Why should they want toe 
school to serve the needs of working 
people ("socialism") when many of them 
look upon workers as "racist war 
hawks"? Students cannot be organized 
in a mass way to fight battles to help 
the workers of toe Third World 
community. Students must be organized 
around the physical and cultural 
oppression of the bourgeois university 
and once this mass movement is built 
at a grass roots level, it will seek 
its natural class allies. The lesson 
of the French revolt is toat toe radicals 
were so well entrenched within the 
university that toey could move almost 
the entire student population into a 
fighting alliance wito revolutionary 
workers. We are not yet that advanced. 
We must spread the ideas of socialism 
and toe class struggle in a mass way 
among toe students until rebellions 
against bourgeois authority break out 
in the classrooms! 

This argument is not meant as an 
attack on toe efforts of the PL caucus 

Revolutionary nationalism 
(continued from page 3) 
those who exploit toem. Black people 
must unite to fight against their 
oppression by white people. The ruling 
class uses this oppression to exploit 
all workers. Therefore, while white 
people oppress black people, the real 
enemy of black people is toe ruling 
class . 

Revolutionary black nationalists 
recognize these facts. Huey Newton, 
jailed Minister of Defense of the Black 
Panther Party and a prime theorist 
of toe black revolutionary nationalist 
movement in the United States, has said, 
"Revolutionary nationalism is first 
dependent upon a people's revolution 
wito toe end goal being the people in 
power. Therefore, to be a revolutionary 
nationalist, you would by necessity have 
to be a socialist." (Huey Newton Talks 
to The Movement, page 4) The 
revolutionary nationalist is not diverted 
from struggle on a class basis. He 
recognizes the position of black people 
within the working class, and realizes 
that in order to achieve communism 
white supremacy must be destroyed. 
He organizes his people against their 
exploitation and oppression, against toe 
ruling class and against white 
supremacy. He is not diverted from 
making alliances with white workers 
and students, but, as a revolutionary, 
allies himself with white revolutionaries. 

It is true that in the traditional 
Marxist sense, black people do not 
truly form a nation. Stalin defined a 
nation as " . . . a historically evolved 
stable community of language, territory, 
economic life, and psychological 
make-up manifested in a community 
of culture." (Marxism and the National 
Question) Black people in America do 
not possess a "community of economic 
life", that is to say, economic 
cohesion. Therefore, they do not form 

a "nation". 
The oppression faced by black people 

i s , however, very similar to a national 
oppression. They are oppressed as a 
people, as well as exploited as workers. 
Thus, the organizational forms toey 
must assume are quite similar 
to a national form—revolutionary 
nationalism. 

End of Racism 

How should toe white revolutionary 
relate to toe revolutionary black 
national struggle ? Lenin, in The Meaning 
of the Right to Self Determination and 
Its Relation to Federation (Collected 
Works, Vol. XIX), said, «The aim of 
socialism i s . . . n o t only to bring toe 
nations closer to each other, but to 
merge toem. And in order to achieve 
this aim, we must, on toe one hand, 
demand the liberation of oppressed 
na t ions . . . .Just as mankind can achieve 
the abolition of classes only by passing 
through the transitional period of the 
dictatorship of the oppressed class, 
so mankind can achieve toe inevitable 
merging of nations only by passing 
through toe transition period of complete 
liberation of all toe oppressed nations." 

White supremism is integral to 
capitalism, and will not be totally 
destroyed until capitalism is destroyed. 
It is possible, however, to achieve the 
overthrow of capitalism without 
achieving toe destruction of white 
supremism. To do so will not bring 
about a communist society. 

White revolutionaries must support 
the revolutionary national black 
liberation struggle. We must organize 
in our own communities against white 
supremist thought and practice. Only 
by doing so will we be able to destroy 
white supremism as we destroy 
capitalism. 

Now I've HEARD all this NONSENSE 
about the STUDENT ai a NIGGER I 
About 'em having no rights and no 
protection and so-colled student-
teacher SEGREGATION and I just 
'want to get a few 
blasted things 
STRAIGHT! I 
mean I guess I 
KNOW my 
STUDENTS! 

But GOSH DARN it some folks talk 
about 'em like they were US I And 
FACE i t , what contribution are they 
making to the ARTS? How many DOC
TORS, LAWYERS and BUSINESS 
LEADERS are STUDENTS? Biologically 
they're just not EQUIPPED to handle 
FREEDOM and POWER I 
How I envy them! 

Rrstly, let me toy some of my 
BEST friends ore STUDENTS and 
BASICALLY you couldn't WISH 
to meet a more POLITE, RESPECT
FUL, HAPPY lot when they know 
their place. Why some of 'em are 
even quite 
ATTRACTIVE., 
(chuckle) 
Yeah! 

With their own kind they seem to 
ENJOY themselves IMMENSELY... 
dancing (got a lotto rhythm I) . . . 
wearing gaudy clothes! We 
TEACHERS say if you could be a 
STUDENT just ONE Saturday night 
you'd NEVER want 
to be a teacher 
A G A I N ! 
(chuckle) 
And they're 
VERY good 
at SPORTS! 

So these OUTSIDERS who try to 
STIR 'EM UP over RIGHTS and 
such are just making TROUBLE 
for EVERYBODY! First thing 
they'll want to write on every line 
and use staff washrooms and call 
us by our FIRST NAMES I And 

brother, there's N O 
THING worse 
than an 
UPPITY 
STUDENT! 

And just between us 
would you want one 
to marry your daughter? 

to fight racism and to make important 
ties wito the working class. We support 
these acts as constructive and 
revolutionary. We are also not 
suggesting that we add specific white 
demands to toe 15 demands of toe Third 
World Liberation Front. We are 
suggesting toat SDS should work during 
toe strike and after to build a mass 
student movement capable of struggling 
against its own class oppression and 
capable of understanding in a MASS way 
the need for alliances against toe class 
enemy. The problem is that an 
over-emphasis on building alliances can 
lead to an "SDS-worker" alliance rather 
than a "student-worker" alliance. There 
will not be the necessary student-worker 
alliance until masses of students 
understand toe necessity for toe 
transformation from capitalism to 
socialism. 

Soc ia l i s t Ideo logy 

Defeating racism and capitalism will 
require a mass movement of Third 
World and white workers, students and 
youth who are clear about toe class 
nature of American society and all its 
oppressive institutions. We propose that 
the spreading of socialist ideology and 
radical consciousness is a necessity 

HIPS US, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

for this period if we are to avoid leaving 
our constituency behind. Specifically the 
Independent Caucus has put forth a 
5 point program for toe battle to win 
the 15 demands and defeat institutional 
racism: 1) Combat racism and toe class 
nature of toe university. 2) Develop 
community support. 3) Departmental 
organizing. 4) Direct action and 
confrontation to prevent the university 
from functioning in a racist way. 
5) Build a mass base. 

We welcome comments and criticism 
on this position from all our comrades 
and we trust we will be considered as 
friends of toe revolution who are 
searching for toe correct method. 
We are also interested in corresponding 
with people in other chapters on toe 
issues we have raised. Please write 
SDS Independent Caucus c/o Alex 
Forman, 271 Frederick Street, San 
Francisco, California 94117. 

Signed: Alex Forman, Renee Johnson, 
John Webb, Les Sogol, Candy Huerlin, 
Barry Biderman, Joy Magezis, Bob 
Biderman, Harlan Garbell, Charles 
Rasmussen, Dorothy Bricker, Bert 
Ricci, Bob Glick, Dave Sperber, Bruce 
Hartford 
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Klonsky resolution rests on weak analysis 
by Don Hamerquist 

Carl Davidson has stated (Guardian, 
Jan. 11) toat toe Christmas NC meeting 
of SDS at Ann Arbor marked a major 
turning point for that organization. 
I think toat Davidson understates the 
importance of the NC. In fact, it marked 
a major turning point for toe left in this 
country. For toe first time in a number 
of years, toe debate over a revolutionary 
strategy seems to be coming out from 
beneath sectarian maneuverings and 
aimless rhetoric and to be taking on 
clear significance for the political 
practice of important mass movement. 

The central feature of toe NC was 
the presentation and the narrow passage 
of the Klonsky resolution—"Towards 
a Revolutionary Youth Movement". The 
essence of toe resolution is the 
perspective that SDS must become a 
revolutionary youth movement and not 
remain an "anti-imperialist student 
organization". To implement this 
perspective, the resolution proposes 
that SDS place immediate organizing 
priority on those university students 
who are closest to the working class, 
both in terms of social origins 
and of occupational destinations; that a 
concerted program of youth organizing 
be begun outside of the higher education 
structures, in toe high schools, in the 
community, in toe army, and at toe 
point of production; and that in every 
organizing area primary emphasis be 
placed on the development of 
revolutionary class consciousness. 

Weak Analysis 

Although the resolution's conclusions 
are extremely important, and, I believe, 
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essentially correct, toey rest on 
argumentation and analysis that is very 
weak. Until this is changed, toe new 
direction and emphasis for which the 
resolution argues will not be 
implemented. Most people on toe left, 
both inside and outside of SDS, will not 
understand toe possibility, toe necessity, 
and, above all, the urgency of these 
changes. 

There are three distinct weaknesses 
in the resolution. It does not make its 
case for changing SDS from a student 
organization, primarily because it fails 
to clearly define toe strategic problems 
facing toe development of a revolutionary 
working class movement in this country. 
The treatment of the "contradictions 
that affect youth specifically* is not 
sufficiently concrete to demonstrate 
an objective base for building a youth 
movement toat cuts across toe class, 
race, and social role divisions that 
exist among young people. Its program 
of implementation is inadequate. It lacks 
clear policy guidelines in critical 
areas — the university, point of 
production, etc. — and no priorities 
are indicated between a multitude of 
programmatic and tactical suggestions. 
In this piece I intend to restrict my 
criticisms to toe first problem. 

Define Context 

The resolution fails to clearly define 
the political context in which a 
revolutionary movement must be built 
in this country. At various points 
elements of this political context are 
indicated or implied, but it is never 
all pulled together. Of course, there 
will be no revolution without a mass 
class conscious working class movement, 
and only toe barest beginnings of such a 
movement can presently be seen. But 
there is substantial anti-capitalist 
sentiment and movement among other 
social strata, even though toey lack the 
potential power to make a revolution 
and even toe homogeneity of interest 
to maintain a consistent and organized 
program of struggle against capitalism. 

Thus, in terms of toe student 
movement, the problem is the 
development of a strategic framework 
which can translate its momentum and 
revolutionary consciousness into those 
activities and forms of organization 
where these can contribute the maximum 
to the development of a revolutionary 
working class movement. And without 
such a strategic framework, the class 
conscious elements in the student 
movement will lack a stable base from 
which to combat toe tendency for the 
politics of this movement to degenerate 
into either student power reformism 
or anarchism. The necessity and 
urgency for toe changes proposed, 
then, comes both from the overall needs 
of the revolution and from the particular 
needs of the student movement. 

Marxist Categories 

Much of the confusion in the debate 
over the resolution at Ann Arbor flowed 
from the failure to clearly state this 
strategic context. What tended to happen 
in the debate was that people were able 
to invoke Marxist categories as an 
alternative to what was essentially a 
Marxist analysis. While it is certainly 
good toat SDS is increasingly adopting 
Marxist categories, it would be tragic 
if this came to mean that one could 
invoke the "main contradiction" or the 
"class character of toe state* as an 
answer to all of the immense practical 
and theoretical problems involved in 
developing a Marxist strategy 
appropriate to this particular historical 
situation in this particular capitalist 
country. Marxist theory is a means to 
a revolutionary strategy, it Is not a 
substitute for a strategy nor a 
pre-packaged strategy in itself. 

The central objection to toe Klonsky 
resolution, which came from toe people 
who saw the "student-worker alliance" 
as an alternative strategy, was an 
example of this sort of confusion. The 
student worker alliance is just not a 
strategy for building a revolutionary 

, movement in to^gcwi^y, Jty toe absence 

of a meaningful working class 
revolutionary movement—and nobody 
denies its absence—if the student-
worker alliance is seen as a strategy, 
its practical organizational content will 
involve either the subordination of toe 
revolutionary student movement to 
spontaneous trade union reform 
struggles, or tiny alliances of a 
campus SDS labor committee and a few 
class conscious individual workers. 
It will involve either waiting for toe 
workers, or lecturing toe workers about 
their backwardness—either opportunism 
or sectarianism, or, most likely, 
a combination of both. 

Of course, if toe student-worker 
alliance is seen, not as a strategy in 
itself, but as toe elementary Marxist 
premise that it is , it does suggest some 
valuable tactics and activities. These, 
however, are not in contradiction wito 
the Klonsky resolution, but, in fact, 
are subsumed by the strategic 
framework which it presents. 

There is another weakness in toe 
Klonsky resolution that is related to 

systematic. The university plays an 
increasingly important role in toe 
development and maintenance of false, 
capitalist consciousness among people 
who are objectively oppressed and 
exploited by capitalism. But toe fact 
of the systematic and organized process 
of indoctrination of students with 
bourgeois and petty bourgeois ideology, 
creates toe conditions for toe 
development of a systematic and 
organized alternative to it—an 
alternative toat is based on real human 
needs and potentials. The development 
of this alternative picture of society 
is an extremely important contribution 
of the student movement when it is not 
seen as an end in itself but is integrated 
into an overall revolutionary movement. 

Students are not in stable class roles 
and are in relative isolation from the 
realities of toe day to day class 
struggle. This is a major limitation 
that provides a basis for all sorts of 
bad politics ranging from university 
enclave utopianism to technocratic 
elitist schemes. But this, too, is a 

Mass arrests at San Francisco. See page 3 for story. 

its basic lack of clarity. A central 
point in the argument is that the student 
movement has major limitations and 
problems that can only be avoided by 
the change in direction toat toe 
resolution proposes. This, again, is 
essentially true, but the truth is lost 
unless toe limitations and problems 
of the student movement are correctly 
defined. In toe resolution they are not 
correctly defined. 

All that is being said is toat students 
and toe student movement are not class 
conscious, but toat says nothing about 
the distinctive problems and 
limitations, not to mention the distinctive 
potentials, of the student movement that 
necessitate the proposed change in 
direction. In the first place, everyone 
in the society is indoctrinated with 
racist and anti-working class notions, 
not just students. Second, everyone in 
the society accepts, or would accept if 
necessitate the proposed change in 
direction. In the first place, everyone 
in toe society is indoctrinated with 
racist and anti-working class notions, 
not just students. Second, everyone in 
the society accepts, or would accept if 
they had toe opportunity, relative 
advantages—"privileges". This is no 
peculiar corruption of students. Such 
privileges are not "false" except in 
the ultimate sense; they are real, not 
illusory. In fact, just being a student 
is a real privilege, and it would be 
absurd to say that the problem of the 
student movement is that it refuses to 
forego toe privilege of student status. 

Though toey are not indicated in toe 
resolution, there are distinctive 
limitations of a student movement in 
this country. They are limitations which 
contain real possibilities, if the 
strategic framework of the Klonsky 
resolution is implemented. While 
everyone is indoctrinated, wito most 
people it is a disorganized and diffuse 
process, but wito students indoctrination 
i s • ' « ft^^^y organized , and . 

problem which contains a potential. 
Their relative isolation makes it 
easier for students to see toe overall, 
the systematic character of monopoly 
capitalism, and toe limitations of 
spontaneous reform struggle against one 
or another of the specific effects of 
the system. And to clarify the limitations 
of reform struggle is to clarify the 
necessity of revolutionary struggle. 

Finally, toe peculiar history of the 
US student movement, the fact that it 
developed in the absence of any vital 
left movement and in a period where 
reformist class collaborationist 
leadership was virtually unchallenged 
in the working class, and toe fact that 
it developed most rapidly among those 
students and on those campuses which 
were furthest from toe working class 
(this is true of the movement among 
white students, particularly), added to 
the two major problems dealt wito 
above. 

However, again, within the framework 
of the revolution's organizing priority 
on those campuses which are closest 
to toe working class, toe background 
of the student movement is also a 
potential asset. The fact that toe 
alienation of the "best sons of the 
ruling class" is leading them to a 
revolutionary Marxist position is both 
evidence of toe weakness of toe entire 
edifice of capitalist culture, and a 
potential source of strength for a 
frontal attack on it. 
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The old left and the new left 
by Paul Mattick Jr . 
(This is the second, and final, part in a 
series. See NLN, Jan. 15, for Part 1.) 

The content of class consciousness 
follows from the real nature of the 
class. For the proletariat it means 
the class's awareness of itself as 
socially organized labor which is at 
the same time not identical wito society 
but is a class, a group with its own 
interests in conflict wito those of other 
classes in a society ruled by another 
class, toat of the capitalists. In this way 
working class - consciousness is 
inherently historically active: for 
consciousness of an active state of 
affairs as something to be changed 
is not simple "consciousness" but a 
dialectic of consciousness and 
revolutionary action, Revolutionary 
class consciousness at once gives rise 
to and arises out of revolutionary class 
activity, which is equally two-sided: 
in which revolt against the capitalist 
conditions of work may extend in a 
natural way to toe reorganization of 
society on toe basis of a new mode of 
production and distribution. Above all, 
the point is that consciousness and 
activity are not two things but one: 
the class struggle is the conscious 
activity of toe class. 

Revolutionary Basis 
All this is too abstract and 

"philosophical*; but it is only an 
attempt to condense what we find in the 
concrete history of the socialist 
movement. Major workingclass activity 
has not been toe creation of "organizers" 
either ex nihilo or by the infusion of a 
"good political line* into toe trade union 
sort of activity. Rather, an examination 
of past movements reveals a history of 
revolutionary activity as working class 
transcendence of workaday militance 
in the face of social crisis conditions 
which transform reformist and 
integrative movements willy-nilly into 
revolutionary ones. Reformism is not 
«"•jtocliine foisted on the workers by 

"T>aS leaders but a product of toe 
workers' willingness to be satisfied 
wito toe gains obtainable in periods of 
relative stability of capitalism. The 
basis of revolutionary activity is toe 
system's inability to achieve permanent 
stability, its constant tendency to move 
from a state of lesser to one of greater 
disequilibrium, and thus to create 
situations in which the institutions— 
unions, political parties—toat under 
"normal" conditions channel and contain 
workingclass dissatisfactions can no 
longer function. In such situations the 
working class is forced to find new 
forms of organized activity in its 
struggle against capital. 

Lenin's supposition toat revolutionary 
consciousness would be impossible 
without toe controlling leadership of toe 
intellectuals organized as a party proved 
false even in toe case of Russia. Indeed, 
the professional revolutionists of the 
Bolshevik Party rose to power through 
their support of the masses' demands. 
If the "correct Marxist-Leninist line* 
in 1917 was "All power to toe soviets!", 
it was only because toe workers of 
Petrograd had already created the 
soviets, as they had in 1905 before. 
Seen in this light, toe Bolshevik seizure 
of power marked, in toe absence of 
successful proletarian revolution in toe 
West, not toe completion of the 
revolutionary process but toe beginning 
of its end. The substitution of a coup 
d'etat, even by socialists and even on 
the basis of worker-peasant support, 
for the direct seizure and administration 
of the means of production by the 
workers themselves, meant inevitably 
the doom of the effective power of the 
soviets and toe replacement of toe 
dictatorship of^by a dictatorship over 
the proletariat. 

If toe thought of the party (or its 
chairman) is no substitute for toe 
consciousness of toe masses, neither 
is its organization a substitute for 
theirs. Organization is toe organization 
of activity and so grows out of and 
reflects its needs. Tactics can obviously 
be worked out only in terms of toe 
specific shapes taken on by the struggle 
in specific situations, and are nothing 
to be determined by a central committee. 

The same, however, goes for strategy; 
the cleverest strategies "for toe working 
class" mean nothing if toey do not 
correspond to needs felt by toe workers 
as produced by their own activity. 
It should be clear that what is at issue 
here is not "centralism versus 
decentralism." Centralism becomes 
possible as soon as it becomes 
necesary, i.e., as soon as the bourgeoisie 
is confronted on a large scale, is 
confronted as a class. For this means 
that the various groups of producers 
in struggle are fighting on a common 
basis, in which case it is toe simplest 
and most natural matter to extend toe 
organization of the workplace to toat of 
several workplaces, of a region, of toe 
country, of toe world. 

Workers' Control 

The fact is that the workers are 
already and at all times organized: 
in toe factory, the office, toe school, 
the neighborhood. The core of the 
socialist revolution is toe workers' 
taking this organization out of toe 
hands of toe bosses and into their own. 
For instance had the general strike 
in France last May continued, toe 
factories would have had to be started 
up again, only now under toe control 
of toe workers; so that toe strike 
committees elected in toe plants would 
have had to transform themselves 
into workers' councils (soviets) 
administering production, organizing 
armed defense of toe premises, 
communications, etc. 

The organization of toe working class 
as a class, capable of taking power, 
is thus toe product of the development 
of capitalism: "toe new society issues 
from the womb of the old." The party, 
on the other hand, is (to use Gramsci's 
word) a voluntary organization, a union 
of people who share a common program 
and conception of toe fight for 
socialism. While parties are unable— 
as a matter not only of theory but of 
fact—to make plans for the working 
classes, they _ can indeed . devise 
strategies and tactics for the realization 
of their own ends. This is not to say 
that those ends must be in conflict 
with those of the workers as a class, 

but only that a socialist (or communist) 
party, as a group which recognizes toat 
the socialist movement "reckons, in all 
its phases and through its entire course, 
on the organization and direct, 
independent action of toe masses* (Rosa 
Luxemburg), must have for end not its 
seizure of power, but toe workers'. 
The final goal of such a party is indeed 
its disappearance through its becoming 
identical wito the working class. 

What all this means, of course, is a 
return to a Marxist perspective from 
which the essential determinant of toe 
class struggle is not the presence or 
absence of the party with correct ideas 
but toe conditions of capitalist society 
themselves. (For instance, we should 
think of toe student left as not so much 
toe product of "organizers" who decided 
to organize students and perhaps should 
be organizing workers as well or 
instead, but as the most advanced aspect 
of the selforganization of students in 
response to particular historical 
pressures—proletarianization of intel
lectual labor, changes in the character 
of toe university, etc.—in toe contect 
of increasing general social crisis.) 
And toe crucial question for the left 
is of what circumstances can be counted 
on to produce a workingclass 
consciousness in which we can 
participate. Viewed in this way, toe new 
old left dichotomy loses its importance 
as a starting point for theory, for the 
problems facing toe "new" left are 
those which have always faced toe left. 

Our intellectual subservience to the 
old "left" has kept us from seeing this 
clearly, as toey have kept us from 
wondering how one could denominate 
as "left" a CP that proclaimed itself 
"20th century Americanism", a 
"progressive" movement whose hero 
was the savior of American capitalism, 
FDR, an "international" collaboration 
with "democracy" (though also, when 
convenient, with fascism), a union 
movement that from the beginning aimed 
at rank-and-file struggles for...union 
recognition and. collective- bargaining. 
The fault of the old left is not toat it is 
(or was) old but toat it is (or was) not 
left; toat it failed to base its activity 
on toe realization that 'toe liberation 
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of the working class can only be 
accomplished by the working class 
itself," to see its task as partaking in 
a movement which alone as the creation 
of the proletariat can institute a society, 
socialism, created by toe proletariat. 

The "new left," likewise, is not so 
much new as a renewal of the left, 
at least potentially. This finds 
expression today in toe positive attitudes 
that have emerged from our vague 
criticisms of toe old: "participatory 
democracy", "let toe people decide*, 
the instinct against "elitism"; it is 
eveq, I believe, at the root of our 
sympathy, however confused, for the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
and for the particular shape which a 
leader-directed revolution has taken on 
in Cuba. The most immediate task which 
faces us on the theoretical plane is now 
to cut through toe blinders inherited 
from the old "left" and to deal directly 
wito the problems which history places 
before us as the inheritors of toat 
struggle for socialism which has always 
been and must always be the most 
important product of capitalism. 

To Make History 
Whether or not the student movement 

of which we are a part will really turn 
out to represent a renewal of toe left 
depends, finally, on whether toe only 
force that can and must challenge 
capitalist society—toe mass of toe 
working class—itself takes up toe 
struggle. That it will become 
increasingly easier to believe, as toe 
idea that capitalism is capable of 
overcoming its inherent contradictions 
is less and less plausible. But the 
rebirth of toe revolutionary labor 
movement in America is nothing we 
can passively await. We have toe 
opportunity and thus toe duty to 
ourselves to rediscover for whatever 
opposition now exists or is coming into 
being the roots and meaning of radical 
political class consciousness. This 
means developing first of all for 
ourselves that practical consciousness 
in which the class struggle must consist. 
It is because we are despite superficial 
appearances toe continuer s of the most 
important of traditions, the active 
tradition of toe left, toat we may and 
must start our fresh work wito what is 
given to us by that tradition; for in 
order to help make history we must 
learn its lessons. 

LEVIATHAN 
The student movement is growing—in numbers, in ability to confront and expose the 
institutions that oppress us, and in commitment to the revolutionary transformation of this 
society. We need to strengthen and expand this movement, but we must also begin to reach 
beyond our student base and into the ghettos and white communities, the factories, the army, 
and the streets—wherever people are oppressed and angry, but do not yet see an alternative 
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scattered struggles in a broad-based, anti-capitalist movement. 
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is being published. Each month, LEVIATHAN seeks to be: 
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THE NEW REBELS IN INDUSTRIAL AMERICA by Jim Jacobs & Larry Laskowski 
What are the lessons of the Wallace movement for the left? 

THE CORPORATE OFFENSIVE IN THE GHETTO by Peter Wiley & Beverley LeMan 
How wi l l current plans affect the urban working class, white as well as black? 

UNIVERSITIES AND THE POLITICAL ECONOMY by James O'Conner 
Does American capitalism depend on the university system? 

Plus reports on: CAMPUS ORGANIZ ING, COMMUNITY ORGANIZ ING, GERMAN SDS, and YOUNG 
SOVIET RADICALS 

LEVIATHAN has editorial offices in New York and San Francisco, and 
associate editors in Boston, Washington, Chicago, Detroit, and Los 
Angeles. Our subscription rate is $5 a year for 12 issues. Please make 
checks payable to LEVIATHAN, 2700 Broadway, New York 10025. 
Our San Francisco address is c/o Wiley, 250 Mullen, San Francisco, 
Cal. 94110. 
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Cuba: the 10th anniversary 
by Carl Oglesby 
NIC Member * 

We met in Mexico City shortly after 
Christmas: Bruce Goldberg from 
Colorado, Russ Neufeld from New 
England, and myself, more or less 
from San Francisco. We arrived in 
Cuba on December 27 and left, in my 
case, on the 7th of January, and with 
Bruce and Russ, the 12th. 

What we did: from toe 28th through 
the 1st, took guided tours inside and 
outside Havana to see docks, a fishing 
fleet, experimental dairy farms, toe 
Animal Institute, new villages; took in 
the modern dancers, toe folk dancers, 
and toe ballet dancers; spent about 15 
hours in three different sessions wito 
Domingo Amuchostigui of OSPAAL; met 
wito toe editors of Pensamiente Critico; 
had long talks wito Cubans of low, 
middle and high estate and also among 
ourselves and wito other Americans 
there. 

On the night of toe 1st, at a formal 
reception, we saw (did not speak to 
or even very much overhear) Fidel 
in all his incredible charisma. On toe 
2nd: Fidel's speech at the Plaza de la 
Revolucion. Then to the Isle of Pines/ 
Youth, where Cuba's pet project in toe 
making of communism is going forward, 
mainly in the hands of some of the 
most turned-on young people you could 
ever hope to find. 

Revolutionary Glimpses 
What we saw: something of a 

revolution in progress. Was it a trunk? 
A tusk? A leg? "Only the dead know 
Brooklyn,* said Thomas Wolfê and Cuba 
is at least as complicated a piece of 
territory. What's healthy about a short 
trip is toat you leave wito no illusions 
about having seen toe whole thing. 
People who stay longer may be tempted 
to think toey do. "What, you didn't go 
to Oriente? But that's where the 
Revolution really is!" No doubt. 

We didn't see the whole of the 
revolution. For that, not even ten years 
in Cuba would suffice. You would also 
have to know what it's like in Jamaica 
with toe bureaucrats and in Haiti wito 
the peasants, and it would help to have 
spent a lifetime among toe starving 
fishermen and farmers of Brazil's 
Pernambuco and in toe campo of 
Argentina. And so on. We live on 
glimpses. There's nothing else. 

My picture: 
The ground cause of the revolution 

is fruitless toil and needless suffering. 
The purpose of toe revolution is to 
eliminate these. The program of the 

photo by Mark Hardesty/ SF Newsreel 

revolution is therefore at bottom toe 
social organization of toe latent 
forces of production of the people and 
the land. Properly organized, people 
interact wito land to produce wealth. 
Effecting this organization is toe prime 
task of the revolution. This is why 
there are all these exemplary worker 
armies busting around all over the 
island with their tractors and trucks and 
bulldozers: toe Che Guevara Brigade, 
the July 26 Brigade, the Centennial 
Column, toe wide variety of volunteer 
labor groups on long- and short-term 
stints in toe countryside. 

The revolution's former aim, back in 
the days when the sky was possibility's 
only limit, was total and speedy 
industrialization. It was to be no longer 
an agrarian economy. Since 1964, a 
more realistic ambition has taken toe 
place of this: toe mechanization of 
agriculture, or more precisely, of 
sugar. This is the key objective, 
because it's through this that Cuba can 
gradually amass the foreign exchange 
needed to move onwards to a higher 
level of industrialization. No Cubans 
seem to ftink toat Cuba will ever 
become self-sufficient. She will never 
become, for example, a big steel 
producer. She lacks toe resources for 
this. What is being said, rather, is that 
Cuba has something important to sell 

to the world—not only sugar, but many 
other foods: coffee, citrus fruits, 
someday maybe beef—and toat toe 
world has something to sell to Cuba: 
cars, radios, etc. 

Things are tight and suspenseful now. 
The austerity is real and especially 
conspicuous in Havana. Now you see 
long lines of people in front of stores 
where there isn't much to buy. Gasoline, 
sugar, cigars, cloth, meat—almost 
everything is rationed. The reason is 
simple: everything the Cubans don't 
consume at home toey can sell abroad. 
The 200,000 tons of sugar the rationing 
will save annually will translate over 
a three-year period into 3000 ten-ton 
trucks. 

At toe same time, Cuba's 
accomplishments are awesome. Illiter
acy is wiped out and virtually toe whole 
student-age population is in school. 
A sixth-grade-level education is 
available to everyone, and some 300,000 
students are on scholarship. A thousand 
doctors are being graduated a year. 
The health program has eradicated 
polio, swamp fever, certain common 
infant and child diseases. Ninetypercent 
of all births now are in hospitals. 
In fact, the mortality pattern in Cuba 
now resembles toat of toe advanced 
countries: the big killers are heart 

attack and cancer. 
No other country in Latin America 

has achieved anything like these 
accomplishments. Cuba's economy will 
begin to take off if she harvests ten 
million tons of sugar in 1970, and toe 
revolution has staked its honor on 
reaching this goal. The best harvest 
ever, 1952: 7.2 million tons. The best 
year during the revolution: over 6. 
Last year, fighting a drought: 5.2. But 
toe 10 are in the ground and the 
refineries are up to refining it. The 
only question is whether enough cane 
can be cut. There will be a total 
mobilization for this—between the 
months of November and March. 

If Cuba gets the 10, the revolution 
is stronger than ever. And this show 
of strength would almost exactly 
coincide wito the failure and virtual 
breakdown of the Alliance for Progress. 
This is a key political fact. Couple it 
with toe US defeat in Vietnam, which 
asks for vengeance, and Czechoslovakia, 
where the USSR explicitly affirmed and 
the US implicitly accepted toe politics 
of spheres of influence, and you have 
a world situation toat puts Cuba once 
again at the hot spot. What will Nixon 
do? This Is a question which Nixon 
may not immediately answer. But Cuba 
is nevertheless going to be wito us 
for a long time. 

(Reprinted from The Guardian, 
January 11, 1969) 

by Carl Davidson 
In early November toe National 

Liberation Front (NLF) of South 
Vietnam and the Alliance of National, 
Democratic and Peace Forces issued 
a joint five-point position on a political 
solution to the war. It stated: 

1. South Vietnam is absolutely 
determined to struggle for the 
achievement of its sacred rights of 
independence, democracy, peace, 
neutrality, progress, and toe country's 
reunification. 

2. American imperialism must end 
the war of aggression and withdraw all 
U.S. and satellite troops and all war 
material from South Vietnam and 
liquidate its military bases. 

3. South Vietnam's internal affairs 
must be settled by the south Vietnamese 
people themselves without foreign 
interference, in accordance wito the 
NLF's political program. General 
elections must be held to organize toe 
formation of a democratic government 
of broad national union. 

4. The question of toe reunification of 
Vietnam must be settled gradually by 
the Vietnamese people in both parts of 
the country in a peaceful manner, by 
means of consultations and agreements, 
without foreign interference. 

5. South Vietnam will pursue a foreign 
policy of peace and neutrality. It will 

not conclude military alliances wito 
foreign countries and will establish 
friendly relations with all states in 
conformity with toe principles of 
peaceful coexistence. 

PLP Misleading 

This position does not cede a single 
principle in toe NLF's program, nor 
in its previous five-point and 10-point 
positions. However, members of the 
Progressive Labor Party (PLP) have 
claimed otherwise (see "NLF leaders 
must be criticized," Challenge, 
December 1968, and "No Negotiations," 
New York SDS Regional Newsletter). 
Statements in these articles are 
slanderous to the NLF and misleading 
to the U.S. antiwar movement. 

For example: "The NLF...has now 
shifted from an offensive to a defensive 
position, even pulling back forces from 
areas in which toey had been in control. 
...Meanwhile, the U.S. has improved 
its military situation...." PLP gives 
no factual substantiation of this 
argument (there is none) and, in effect, 
pushes toe U.S. military's wishful 
thinking within the antiwar movement. 

Other statements are even worse. 
"The NLF believes that full independence 
can be achieved through a coalition 
government of communists, progressive 
nationalists, and pro-U.S. fascists, 
established by free elections—under 
the guns o^kreign troops backed by 

hundreds of thousands of U.S. troops 
centered in coastal enclaves.* 

This is slander. If PLP is opposed 
to toe fight for neutrality and a coalition 
government of broad national union 
during the phase of national democratic 
revolution, it should have opposed toe 
NLF from the beginning, for these 
demands have always been in the NLF 
program. But to claim the NLF program 
has "guaranteed* a protracted U.S. 
military presence, or that U.S. 
puppets will be included in a coalition 
government is a lie (see points two and 
three above). 

The NLF has stated in point 12 of 
its program, "Officials of toe puppet 
administration who voluntarily offer to 
continue to serve the motherland and 
the people in the state apparatus after 
the liberation of South Vietnam will be 
treated as equals." This point was also 
made by a leader of the People's 
Revolutionary party (toe Communist 
party within toe NLF) in an interview 
wito Wilfred Burchett: "...there could 
be elements almost at toe opposite end 
of the political spectrum from u s . . . 
even pro-American nationalists, as 
long as they break with the puppets 
and are for genuine national 
independence...." (Vietnam Will Win!, 
page 155, emphasis added.) 

PLP objects to the NLF's call for 
neutrality because ".. . there Is no such 
thing as neutrality: jÉ^ nations and 

political forces must support revolution 
or counterrevolution.* This is true in 
the long run. But neutrality of any 
government established by toe NLF 
would only be a temporary neutrality 
wito an explicit predetermined 
direction. This is toe point of toe 
NLF's demand for reunification wito 
the North (see the NLF program or 
point 4 above). 

If PLP thinks an alliance of broad 
national union (excluding puppets) is 
an incorrect element in a people's war 
strategy for a national democratic 
revolution, then toey should say so. 
If they think reunification with toe North 
would give a proimperialist and 
antirevolutionary direction to toe 
neutrality ,of an independent South 
Vietnam, toey should make that clear 
as well. Their position then would at 
least be consistently stupid. 

Much of the "evidence" PLP gives 
for its position is based on a supposed 
interview wito NLF and Hanoi 
representatives in toe March 1968 issue 
of War/Peace Report. Perhaps PLP 
is not aware toat both toe NLF and 
Hanoi have disclaimed the political 
position of toat article as well as toe 
article itself. At any rate, serious doubt 
should be cast on any revolutionary 
who more readily believes toe wishful 
thinking of a bourgeois journalist 
writing in a bourgeois publication than 
the clear and consistent position put 
forth by the NLF and Hanoi. 


