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We're back 
For those of you who missed 

our first issue, we are a newspaper put out by 
active duty Gi's against the war and racism. 
It has been three weeks since our last publi
cation, and we expect to publish biweekly 
henceforeward. Two very different groups of 
Army men have wondered aloud whether a second 
issue of OS would ever see light of day: the 
Brass and the EM. The EM, who have generally 
liked the paper, werf pretty doubtful about 
it ... they were surprised to see the first 
issue, and let us know that they would be even 
more surprised to see a second. The Brass, 
expecially our friends in MI, just hoped we 
would go away. We suspect that they never ex
pected to see us again either. Well, the EM 
won. We're out again, and in fact found that 
the entire physical hassle of putting out a 
paper was much less the second time around. We 
expect subsequent issues will be even easier. 
More GI's and civilians know about us now, and 
more want to help. We had some trouble find
ing enough to print for our first issue; as 
things stand right now, we have more articles 
from more GI's than we have space to print. 
Keep sending those articles in! 

A few copies of the paper have been stol
en from EM by their sergeants, but so far we 
have run into no serious difficulties. A re
cent DA ruling has clarified the rights of 
Commanding Officers to ban publications on 
bases. The base commander no longer has the 
right to ban a publication on a base, although 
he does have a right to suspend distribution 
pending a ruling by DA. The ruling has speci
fically directed at "Underground Papers," (DA 
would, of course, classify OPEN SIGHTS as an 
underground paper). Naturally, if we are 
banned, we expect that the publicity we re
ceive will assist us tremendously in getting 
publicity all over the installation where we 
are banned from distribution, and in fact go 
a long way toward making GI's aware of us, 
and interested in getting copies of the paper. 

FieroU In the New York Post 

Of course, we don't warrt to be banned from 
distribution (it woald still be perfectly le
gal to own a copy of the paper, just illegal 
to distribute copies on post), on the other 
hand, if we are, we won't be in any hurt 
at all Other News We'll be throwing 
a party on March 29. We have a number of o-
ther things under discussion right now, and 
will be announcing them in the next issue. For 
the time being, then, that's where we're at. 

... Fifty-seven thousand deserters in 
fiscal year sixty-eight, to say nothing of 
160,000 AWOL's, They wanted to keep the fig
ure secret,-but couldn't. The whole damned 
thing is beginning to sway. Which is not to 
suggest that we want everybody to desert. We 
could put those 57,000 guys to pretty good use 
helping us get out the next issue of OPEN 
SIGHTS. 



SUPPORT A M E R I C A N G I ' S - - Not Those Who 3end Them There 8 

b e -

tv 

GI's from east coast buses will partici
pate in the demonstration with an esti
mated 150,000 civilian supporters. 
Schedule of events for Saturday; 
Assemble - 1;30-3 0 0 p.m. - 6~th Ave. 
tween 39th and ij.lst Sts. 

Rally - i|.: 00-6:30 p.m. - Central Park 
Bandshell. Look for the identifying 
banners of "GI's for Peace." Join 
their contingent. 

Saturday Evening of the 5th 
GT Party - AlXoT rock groups, 
ments. Exact time and nlace 
nounced at rally 

Sunday, April 6th 
Regional GI Conference - 11:00 a.m., New 
York University, Weinstein Dormitory 
Beereit ion Room, 5 University Place 
(Directions: Take 3MT subvay from 
Times Square to 8th St. and Broadway. 
Weinstein Dorm is rieht off 'th St.' at 
University Place) 

Heed a ride or more information? Call 
Open Signts staff at. lj&2-l|753 after 6:00 

refresh-
to be an-



OPEN SIGHTS THROWS PARTY 

Our Party, originally scheduled for March 
15, has been rescheduled for March 29. We are 
still negotiating a site, although it now 
looks like we'll be holding our party in a 
downtown church. We'll have a GI band, and 
movies: hopefully, "No Vietnamese Ever Called 
Me Nigger" and a film on the history of the 
Vietnam War. We'll have beer, and invitations 
are being sent out to women's dorms around 
town, so we ought to have women too. It will 
be a great opportunity for us to get together 
and talk, entirely away from anything mili
tary, and have a good time. We will report 
final details in the next copy of OS, and will 
also put out a leaflet advertising the party. 
See you.there (See ad page 10)„ 

1620 S Street 

Washington D.C. 

St Francis Hospitality House 

APRIL5th 3 

Those of you who saw the last issue (the 
response to the paper was better than we had 
expected... In fact, we ran out pretty quick
ly, so there were a number of GI's who should 
have seen the paper and didn't) may remember 
our announcing a demonstration for the sixth. 
The date has been changed to the day before 
Easter. The march will assemble at 2:00 p.m. 
at Bryant Park (Sixth Ave. at 41st St.) and-
march to a rally in Central Park. While we 
realize that this will make it pretty diffi
cult for the guys who work that Saturday 
morning to make it, we hope that those of you 
who have the weekend off will go up. In 
fact, why don't you put in for a pass? There 
will be activities in the evening. Even if 
you can't make it for the demonstration in 
the afternoon, you can make the party. A 
"conference of Active Duty GI's is being or
ganized for the following day, and should be' 
pretty interesting. Demonstrations are still 
being held across the country on Easter Suit-
day, and should draw a large representation 
of GI's on a nationwide basis. Hopefully, 
something will be scheduled for DC area GI's 
in the relatively near future. Free trans
portation will be available for GI's; call 
462-4753 after 6:00. Or write Open Sights. 
P.O. Box 6585, T Street Station, Washington, 
D.C. 20009. 
We're legal 

.We've wondered just exactly what legal 
right we have to demonstrate, so we checked 
out the AR manuals. We found out that demon
strating is perfectly legal, although there 
are certain things you can't do while you're 
demonstrating. 

We reprint the Army Regulation in its 
entirety: 
AR 600-20 V 46 

PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS 
Participation in picket lines or other 

public demonstration, including those per
taining to civil rights, may imply Army sanc
tion of the cause for which the demonstration 
is conducted. Such participation by members 
of the Army, not sanctioned by competent 
authority, is prohibited-

a. During the hours they are required to be 
present for duty 

b. When they are in uniform 
c. When they are on a military reservation 
,d. When they are in a foreign country 
e. When their activities constitute a breach 

of law and order 
f. When violence is reasonably likely to re

sult 
The reg is pretty clear, and although we dis
agree with the restrictions placed on our 
demonstrations, we are pleased to find that 
there^is a reg which makes it clear that dem-
onstnting out of uniform off post is perfect
ly legal. So, if you can make it, we'll see 

iti V O M V*>*-V 



RACISM AT FORT BELYv. ' 1 

Last issue we started a column entitled 
"Racism at Dewitt." We now change it to 
"Racism at Fort Belvoir" (GI's from other 
units here complained that we ourselves were 
discriminatory for not bringing out the condi
tions of their individual companies). We a-
pologize. 

As promised in our ious issue, we in
tend to bring to our readers as many interest
ing cases as possible.' 

Let us reiterate that the publication of 
OPEN SIGHTS is by GI's and for GI's. It is 
our wish that anyone interested send us their 
"unique" experiences in the Army. Since the 
size of our paper is presently limited, limit 
the size of your submissions. 

Ft. Jackson GI 's Continue to 
Organize Against W a r 

Our last issue reported the progress of 
the movement of active duty black GI's at Ft. 
Jackson against the war. Since then,, the men 
who call themselves GI's United Against War 
in Vietnam have continued to press their de
mands for an open meeting on base to discuss 
the war. They have been circulating a peti
tion on base for the last several weeks. The 
petition asks the Commanding General to au
thorize an open meeting on the post where 
GI's can discuss the legal and moral ques
tions related to the war in Vietnam and the 
civil rights of American citizens both with
in and outside the armed forces. 

Constant harassment and intimidation by 
officers slowed up the petition drive and made 
it difficult for completed pétitions to be 
collected from other parts of the base. 
Therefore GI's United decided to postpone the 
date of their requested meeting from February 
28 to March 12, but to go ahead and file the 
first batch of petitions with the base com
mander on February 28. Some examples of this 
harassment: Pvt. Tommie Woodfin is being 
court-martialed for getting signatures on the 
petition; eight petitioners were apprehended by 
MPs on the single night of February 27, and in
dividual GI's were given direct orders to re
move their names from petitions. Two-and-a-
half -ton trucks were stationed outside Company 
B barracks all night, while armed guards stood 
watch inside. 
Harrassment 

The effort to present the signed peti
tions on Friday, February 28, was thwarted by 

* a sudden inspection for Company B, 14th Batta
lion, 4th Brigade, which includes most of the 
leadership of GI's United. The antiwar GI's 
decided to try again on Monday evening; once 
more Company B-14-4 was put on a last minute 
restriction and an inspection was called. In 
fact, B Company will be restricted every night 
this week. Monday night: inspection of dress 
greens; Tuesday night: inspection of markings; 
Wednesday night: inspection of wall lockers; 
Thursday and Friday nights: mandatory basket
ball games! 

Antiwar GI's from another company at
tempted to present the petitions as scheduled 
on Monday evening. In the presence of Cen. 
Officer Lt. Col. Paul Stickel, the Staff Duty 
Officer at post headquarters refused to accept 

continued page 7 

Ft. Jackson Organizer 



SOUND OFF 

Bring our beys 

home alive — now* 

Lt. Sue Schnall 

We saw what it is. 

And we say it is 

wrong. 

Dave Kleinberg 

Vietnam vet 

We're really 

rattling their cages. 

Donald Duncan 

Ex-Green Beret 

Master Sergeant 

GI's have entered into the fabric 

of American politics. Welcome 

every single one of you. 

Lt. Hugh Smith 

We're beginning to get l e t t e r s . So, as we 
I p r o m i s e d , w e ' r e pr int ing t h e m . Keep them 

coming. We won' t p r in t n a m e s u n l e s s you 
specif ical ly r e q u e s t i t . Our new mai l ing 
a d d r e s s i s : OPEN SIGHTS, P . O . Box 6585, 
T S t r ee t Station, Washington, D . C . 20009. 
Send us a r t i c l e s too . 

2/28 
Dear S i r s : 

Enjoyed your f i r s t issue of "Open Sights" 
and s incerely hope i t w i l l not be your l a s t . 
I t ' s the f i r s t refreshing piece of Army-based 
l i t e r a t u r e I 've read since having the misfor
tune of entering the Mandatory Mercenaries. 

I ' ve vowed to keep my mind to myself as 
far as penetrat ion of Army redundancy goes 
and am pleased to find a tabloid which agrees . 

Yes, I ' d l ike a subscr ip t ion , my present 
mailing address i s : . . . 

Thank you again for "expressing me." 
Sincerely yours, 
Pv t . , F t . Belvoir , Va. 

2/27 
To Edi tors : 

For those members of the American m i l i 
tary who are fed up with the senseless waste 
of l ives in Vietnam--there is a nonviolent and 
perfect ly "legî i way to r e g i s t e r a pro tes t 
and fre'ak out the Mil i ta ry Dicta torship that 
runs t h i s country. 

The idea is to change your personnel f i l e 
and to designate as a beneficiary for a l l 
service-connected l i f e insurance and death 
g ra tu i ty e i the r a peace or a res i s tance group. 

The procedure is simple enough. The 
forms that you want to change are: Army DA-41, 
Air Force AF-246, and Navy/Marine Corps NAVPERS 
601.2. These forms are maintained in your s e r 
vice record and go by the name of "Record of 
Emergency Data." 

continued next page 



You can expect some hassels from the Brass 
if you take this kind of action. But don't let 
them blow your mind with their petty threats 
and just plain outright lies. It's part of 
their job. Really, the rules state that if a 
member makes an "unusual" request "he should 
be encouraged to designate such dependents or 
parents as beneficiaries." And if you still 

don't buy the Brass B.S. then "a memorandum 
indicating that this was discussed with the 
member whould be placed in the member's per
sonnel file as a matter of record." 

The rules plainly state that "ah insured 
may designate any person, firm, corporation, 
or legal entity, individually or as trustee, 
as beneficiary." So don't let them try to 
talk you out of it. 

I was interrogated for 45 minutes because 
I put down the War Resistors League of 5 Beek-
man St., New York, N.Y., as my "unusual" bene
ficiary. My division officer threatened me 
with a dishonorable discharge plus five years 
in jail if I belonged to any subversive group, 
an investigation by Naval Intelligence and a 
note home to my parents informing them of my 
actions. And I'm not kidding a bit. They 
really take it kind of personal. 

As you can see, this form of protest is 
not for the wishy-washy. But if you are com
mitted to an end of the struggle in Vietnam 
and a repudiation of all that made it possible i 
--then join us, end encourage others to do the 
same. 

Seaman Apprentice 
U.S. Navy 

The opinions expressed ^ £ f 
in the articles in opem. 
Sights represent on<S5P^ 
points of riew of there's 
ufao have written %eK« He 
opinion expressed itrthis 
paper should til^kfcought of 
as the Tiens orwolicies 
of DoD, DJ^or any other 
goTerm»nti|̂ Mrenc&. Sim
ilarly ̂ the_viaws and pol-

O 

icies S DoD, DA, or any 
other (frowimuntal agency 
shoAi not be understood 
to re^esent the points of 
ttew of 'Open Sights or ary 
of%ts contributors. 

*• ' mm 
• • • : • " ' ; ' . 
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THE POOR GI IN THE SERVICE 

Of all bad times, it is hard to forget 
when one first comes into the service. As a 
new GI you look at the cadres, sergeants, and 
officers as the image of advancement and prog
ress. So when the paying officer looks you 

over before he pays you, you stand tall and 
leave the pay-line, delighted with your pri
vate's pay of $102.30. You know that if you 
do all your details and do a good job on 
your shoes (too much water and the polish 
cracks like a fallen egg shell), you may ex
pect a promotion. You cannot expect any 
" promotion if you are disrespectful to any of 
your superiors. It is all in the UCMJ: how 
to dress, how to eat, when to sleep, etc. 
One thing the UCMJ does not tell you is how 
to ask questions. Well, you have to learn 
how to ask questions in the service if you 
want to be promoted or if you want some time 
to spend your $102.30. Sometimes you may 
even wish you have no time to go out so the 
little bread will last you til half way a-
round the long month; but you certainly 
don't want to have to go on KP or any other 
detail while the other GI's are enjoying some 
cool beers at the Beer Shack. So, if you 
want to enjoy some free time you just have to 
learn how to ask questions. What do you 
think would be the reaction of your immediate 
superior if you asked him, "Sarge, why do you 
do so-and-so, and tell us to do as you say 
and not as you do?" ...don't ask, you are a 
poor man and want to get promoted. 

continued page 8 



Ft Jackson Gl s 

continued from page 4 

OTHER G I PAPERS 

the petitions. He issued the following state
ment to the members of the press who were pr«-
sent: "The Army does not recognize collective 
bargaining unit representing members of the y 
Army. Membership in sucb an organization is 
not specifically prohibited by law or regula
tion; however, many actions associated with 
collective bargaining are inconsistant (sic) 

with the requirements of military discipline. 
Further, military status is not the equiva
lent of a civilian employee-employer rela
tionship. Since a petition is considered an 
inrtrument of collective bargaining, it will 
not be accepted." 

The statement issued by GI's United af
ter this refusal included the following re-> 
buttai: "Collective bargaining is not at all 
the point. GI's United does not propose to 
be a collective bargaining agent for GI's at 
Ft. Jackson. Al we want is to exercise our 
democratic and constitutional rights of peti
tion and assembly. By refusing to accept our 
petitions, and by constant harassment and in
timidation of GI's circulating and signing 
the petition, the Army is consciously violat
ing our constitutionally guaranteed rights." 

Antiwar GI's are continuing to circulate 
their legal petition at Ft. Jackson, and they 
are now making plans for a mass meeting of 
GI's off post to discuss the war and the peti
tion drive. They are also seeking legal aid, 
to help convince the Commanding General to 
uphold the constitutional rights of enlisted 
men under his authority — specifically the 
First Amendment right to petition and right 
of assembly. Meanwhile, they have issued an 
appeal for other GI's to circulate support pe
titions on their own bases, and for civilians 
to send messages of protest to Ft. Jackson and 
to demonstrate their support for the rights of 
GI's. 

$ We need money to publ ish . 
If you a r e a poor G . I . , and 
espec ia l ly if you a r e a r i c h 
civi l ian, send us money so 
we can continue to pr int and 
e x p a n d our d i s t r ibu t ion . 
SEND CASH OR CHECK made 
out to u s , to OPEN SIGHTS, 

P . O . Box 6585 
T St. Station 
Wash. D .C . 20009 

TASK FORCE 
546 Filmore St. 
San Francisco, Ca] . 

THE BOND 
Room 633 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y.10010 

FATIGUE PRESS 
(Ft. Hood) 
101 Avenue D 
Killeen, Texas 

LAST HARASS 
(Ft.Gordon) 
P.O.Box 2994 
Hill Station 
Augusta, Ga. 

FTA (Ft.Knox) 
532 North 20th St. 
Louisville, Ky. 

FLAG-IN-ACTION 
(Ft.Campbell) 
P.O.Box 2416 
New Providence,Tenn. 

SHORT TIMES 
(Ft.Jackson) 
P.O.Box 543 
Columbia, S.C. 

ULTIMATE WEAPON 
(Ft.Dix) 
P.O.Box 8633 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

19101 

MEANS TO AN END 

One of the Army's favorite sayings is 
"You are not paid to think." The truth is 
that we could not be paid enough to serve as 
guinea pigs in unjust and racist wars such as 
the war in Vietnam; a war in which we, accord
ing to our generals and legislative despots, 
must "die if need be." They don't tell us why 
"it need be," and they tell us that we should 
not think anything other than in terms of AR's. 
But we're going to think, and we're going to 
tell other GI's what we're thinking. 

If our Constitution, and the rights of 
free speech, free association, and equality it 
guarantees were applied in their entirety, we 
would have very little to bitch about. But un
fortunately, there are a lot of people with a 
lot of sweet words hiding their distorted and 
evil minds in our society. There is also an 
Army in which those minds do the most horren
dous things anyone can think of. They do these 
things at no cost to themselves: we GI's in the 
service and innocent people everywhere pay the 
price of their actions. The social upsurge in 
the youth of our generation aims toward one 
goal: liberation, both mental and physical. 

Such a concept cannot be conceived by 
those who impose their sickened thoughts on 
our lives. But it is a concept as dear to us 
as life itself. If one cannot think, and live 
with a free mind, then there is no purpose in 
living. We must free our minds and ourselves. 
To do this we must use every means available, 
and search for every democratic means by which 
we can reach that end. 
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Years pass and you see to it that you 
don't ask any questions. You get promoted 
to SP4 and you think you have deserved it: 
the sergeant said "jump" and you jumped twice 
as high; he said "look" and you concentrated; 
he said "kill" and you executed with east and 
without remorse; he said "get killed" and you 
frowned but tried to please him. You were 
lucky God spared you. The sergeant said, 
"You are a good soldier," and you got pro
moted. So now you ca'n be a cadre, enjoying 
the prestige of the privileged. Now you 
scream at other GI's and treat them like ani
mals because you can't think of yourself o-
therwise. Now you carry a lot of bread in 
your pocket. Every month you make $190.20. 
So you go downtown looking sharp in your uni
form. You go to a store and wonder why the 
prices are going up so high. The salesman 
may tell you that if you can't afford some
thing at this time you could still take the 
merchandise out with your signature on a 
credit application. Then you go to that 
Go-Go place. The place seems to have some
thing in common with your life experience. 
As you drink your second beer you come to 
the conclusion that the place reminds you of 
the Beer Shack in Basic Training, but you 
can't figure why. So you look around more 
intently on the topful topless dancers and 
finally you come to it. The place is full of 
GI's just like you. 

A couple of hours later your head is 
swaying 'round and 'round with music; you 
get up to go and say good-bye (for lack of 
funds) to the girl that was sitting with you. 
She liked you and asked you to take her out 
next day. You disappointed her when you told 
her you won't be back in town for a couple of 
weeks (for lack of funds). You get back to 
the barracks with a half way light head and 
you count your bread: five, six, seven... 
ten dollars and forty cents left and only the 
tenth of the month. Oh well, best write your 
pa a letter and ask him for some bread (for 
lack of funds). And when you see the Sarge 
next day don't ask him why you make so little 
money. For he may send you to the stockade 
for mutiny and lack of cents. 

"Politicians are always behind us . 
12,000 miles behind us." 

WÊÊSm 

THE PRESIDIO TRIALS 

On October 12, a guard at the Presidio 
shot and killed Richard Bunch while Bunch was 
attempting to walk away from a work detail. 
Bunch had serious psychological problems: his . 
friends often noted that he talked to himself, 
woke up screaming during the night, and was 
overly attached to his crucifix. He was in 
che stockagd for 18 days AW0L. He had gone 
AW0L to see his 16 year old pregnant wife. It 
was completely clear that Bunch did not belong 
in an Army stockade, and should have been un
der psychiatric care. 

The killing triggered a sit dowt trike 
in the stockade the following Monday, "n pro
test against both the killing and the inhuman 
treatment given prisoners at the stockade. The 
GI's were charged with mutiny, an off se pun
ishable by death. They are being tried seper-
ately, and the first sentences to have been 
handed down run around 15 years. The senten
ces are incredibly brutal... a man of 20 would 
have lost the most important years of his life 
before he gets out. 

A protest rally in their behalf was held 
by the Berkley GI Student Action Committee. It 
was a call for GI's and students to join to
gether to wage a battle against military re
pression. 

Petitions protesting the mutiny trials 
were circulated at the demonstration, and over 
2,000 signatures were collected in two days. 
People were urged to attend the trials each 
day, and Bay Area antiwar groups began plan-
nine for the next Presidio demonstration. 



GI's March 

In Seattle 

Against W a r 

On February 16, a contingent of 200 ac
tive duty GI's led 4,500 civilians marching 
in Seattle demanding an immediate end to the 
Vietnam War. The GI's were stationed at Fort 
Lewis and McCord Air Force Base. The guys at 
the parade were tremendously enthusiastic. 
When, the GI's in the audience at the rally 
following the parade were asked to stand, al
most 300 stood, displaying V signs or 
clenched fists as the audience cheered wild
ly-

The rally was organized by the GI Civil
ian Alliance for Peace, and was supported by 
all Seattle antiwar organizations. The march 
was organized primarily through the mass 
leafletting of the bases by civilians and 
built by a group of GI's who meet regularly 
and put out a paper, Counterpoint. 

Five active duty GI's spoke at the rally. 
They said that they had been afraid to speak 
out in the past, but when they saw the massive 
support that existed for them in both the 
civilian and the military communities, they 
were prepared to exercise their constitution
ally guaranteed rights of free speech in pro
test against the Vietnam War. 

They have promised that the Seattle rally 
is only a beginning of their public antiwar 
activity. 
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BEER GIRLS ROCK BAND F ILMS 

Free to GI's 
SATURDAY NIGHT MARCH 29th 

9 

.w. 

Gl 
P 

A 162 0 S Street N 
w% Washington, D.C. 

T 
Y 

JOIN THE NEW ACTION ARM/ 
GET IN TOUCH. WRITE TO US. SUBSCRIBE. 

subscriptions are free to active duty g.i.'s 
$2 to civilians 

COME EARLY ( 7 - 9 ) Meet : other Anti War GI s 
students 
lawyers 

COME civMionS 

Name . 

Address 

mail to: Open Sights 
PO Box 6585 T St. Sta. 
WASH, DC 20009 


