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Brass Attacks Ft. Jackson 
Ant iWar GI 's 

The first two issues of OPEN SIGHTS have 
given fairly extensive coverage to the Fort 
Jackson antiwar group, GI's United Against 
the War in Vietnam. The movement has con
tinued to grow, and the recent acquital of 
the GI leaders of a frame-up charge in a 
trial by court martial, coupled with an ex
tremely successful meeting held by the guys 
on base, apparently blew the brass's mind 
completely. They arrested the leaders of 
the movement, and plan to try them on charges 
which are completely phony. Every reader of 
OPEN SIGHTS...at least those of you who agree 
with us... should understand that this attack 
on the right of free speech of GI's on an
other post is an attack on his own rights. 
The brass doesn't want just to shut up the 
four Fort Jackson men now being held in the 
stockade...it wants to shut up all GI's who 
dare to think and to speak. These men must 
be released.(Ed.Note: ^ more men are now 
confined). 

Free the Fort Jackson Eight! 
The following is a reprint of the first re
lease by the GI's themselves on their case: 
"Thursday night, March 20,1969, GI's United 
held our biggest, most successful meeting to 
date. It just happened. Guys gathered out
side the barracks and began rapping about 
the Vietnam war to their buddies, most of 
whom were leaning out the windows of B-14-4 
to dig the discussion. Upwards of 100 or 
more guys took part. No violence. No dis
turbance. Just a big rap session. 

Pvt Joe Cole Pvt. Andrew Pulley 

"The brass came around and they were scared. 
But there was nothing they could do except 
a little harrassment of a few individuals. 
They knew they couldn't break up our meeting 
because the guys were just exercising their 
democratic constitutional right to free 
speech, so they just left. 
"Later that night they put seven guys, all 
from headquarters and headquarters detach
ment or Company B-14-4, on restriction to 
their barracks and some even to their rooms. 
The next afternoon they came and picked up 
four guys, Pvts. Cole, Rudder, Pulley and 
Chapparro. These men are now in the stockade 
awaiting trial on charges of "breach of the 
peace," "inciting to riot," and "disrespect 
to an officer." They have committed no crime. 
All they did was speak out against the dirty 
war in Vietnam. 
In Every Way Possi ble 

"We are going to defend them in every way 
possible. We are not going to be intimidated! 
We are going to continue speaking out against 
the war. It's the brass who act like traitors 
and subvert the very principals of democracy 
our country was founded on, but we're not 
going to let them get away with it. 
"The Ft. Jackson Four represent a cross sec
tion of all the GI's who are against the 
war: one is white, one is black, and two are 
Puerto Rican. They are being victimized for 
exercising the rights that all GI's should 
have as American citizens. 

0-mtinuer] pasre £ 

Pvt Eugene Jose Rudder 



OPEN SIGHTS, PEACE GROUPS, 

GI 
by S P / 4 S h e r m a n S i t r in , US A r m y 

At a m e e t i n g of the Washing ton Mobi l iza t ion 
C o m m i t t e e on A p r i l 14, O P E N SIGHTS, along 
with a b r o a d s p e c t r u m of c iv i l ian a n t i - w a r 
g r o u p s , ca l l ed for the fo rmat ion of a G I -
Civ i l ian a l l i ance for p e a c e . The founding 
confe rence of the Al l i ance wil l be he ld on 
May 10. 
The A l l i a n c e , to be mode l ed on a l l i a n c e s 
which have a l r e a d y been s e t up on the w e s t 
coas t , will p rov ide t r e m e n d o u s suppor t for 
us in our effor ts to d e m o n s t r a t e our oppos i 
t ion to the w a r . At the Confe rence , a s e p 
a r a t e o a b c o m m i t t e e , a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d a t the 
Monday mee t i ng , wil l r e p o r t on i t s p r o g r e s s 
in e s t ab l i sh ing a D . C . Coffeehouse . O P E N 
SIGHTS has a l r e a d y given c o v e r a g e to the 
work of such a l l i a n c e s na t ional ly , and this 
i s s u e d i s c u s s e s e l s e w h e r e some of the work 
done r e c e n t l y by G I - C i v i l i a n a l l i a n c e s to 
build the d e m o n s t r a t i o n s on the Fifth and 
Sixth of A p r i l . 
At the founding con fe rence , we hope to have 
a s b r o a d GI and c iv i l ian a t t endance r e p r e 
sen ta t ion a s p o s s i b l e . O P E N SIGHTS will 
work to bui ld the Conference among GI ' s , and 
the c iv i l i ans wil l work to build the Conference 
in the c ivi l ian community. 

CALL FOR 

-CIVILIAN ALLIANK FOR PEACE 

The Confe rence will r e p r e s e n t a g iant s tep 
fo rward in the DC a n t i - w a r m o v e m e n t , both 
for G I ' s a g a i n s t the war and for the c iv i l i an 
a n t i - w a r g r o u p s . OPEN SIGHTS h a s a l lowed 
us to begin to b r e a k th rough our i so l a t i on a s 
s e r v i c e m e n . We even feel a l i t t le l e s s h e l p 
l e s s . But we ,want to do m o r e - we want to 
show al l DC G I ' s that OS i s not j u s t a p a p e r 
on a p a r t y , l ike the one we he ld a few weeks 
ago - but a p r o g r a m of lega l ac t iv i ty th rough 
which we , a s G I ' s , can e x e r c i s e our lega l 
and Cons t i tu t iona l r igh t to oppose the w a r . 
The new Al l i ance will he lp us c a r r y out such 
ac t i v i t i e s a s l e c t u r e s , d e b a t e s , m o v i e s , 
p a r t i e s and, of c o u r s e , m o r e f requent pub 
l i ca t ion . The Coffeehouse wil l give us a 
p lace to get t oge the r , exchange i dea s and 
c a r r y out a r e a a c t i v i t y - - a n d j u s t be c o m f o r t 
able in an a t m o s p h e r e -which is e n t i r e l y non-
m i l i t a r y . The Al l i ance and the Coffeehouse 
will be our thing - so l e t ' s get with it and 
work for i t . 

If you a r e i n t e r e s t e d - and we hope you a r e -
w r i t e to us - or ca l l us a t : 462 4753 any night 
a f te r 6 p . m . 

Ft. Dix Threatens Anti-War GI 
The brass at Ft.. Dix are threatening to court-nartiaJ 
Sp/Zj. Allen Myers, a GI active m the anti-war movement, 
for allegedly pasting a sticker announces the Aprxl i> 
Anti-war March in New York on a DarracKs wall. 
un March 2o, two MP »a at Pt. Dix accused rivers wf past
ing up the sticker. Although they didn't fxnd any 
sticker on him, they arrested him, confiscated several 
copies of The Ultimate weapon - a Ft, D,.x anti-war 
newspaper • and turned ".im" over to ':1s company ^omman 
der. 

On April 1, Myers' CO charged him wAth violating a 
reg^xation governing the circulation of ^rxnted ..latter 
on the post and offered hxm a ehuxcei a senary court-
martial or company-level aauinia-1 rative punishment un
der irtxcle 1*, or fcßo Uniform Code of Mxlxtarv Justxce. 
That evening Myers appeared on -i Philadelphia! radio 
program and discussed the furthcumiiif? antiwar march and 
the stxcicer xncxdent. 

The next morning, Kyers • Co calx;m tum m m a Informed 
aim that *r ne chu a.« administrative punishment under 
Article 15, rather than a court ...aro.ax, he would have 
to iice a fxeid gi-ad« hearing - which can result *u 
eunfxno7>.üiit up to 60 days - rather than a nudor com
pany-grade action the Co mad proposed the day before. 

• e Article 15 proceed i i; Ke .is due to 

J 
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Allen Myers 
and xf S tmuei iced u n d e r A r t i c l e 1 ^ , 

Is • i 3 g ; r g o da ou t u Survu h i s t i m e 
c o u l d 



100,000 March In New York 

la spite of tho rain, more limn 100,000 people 
marched April 5th in New York to protest the 
war in Vietnam. Some 200 GI's, wearing white 
paper bats, led the march beneath a banner 
reading, "GI's Against the War in Vietnam!" 
Many other GI's in the march had been assigned 
duty that morning and, like us, arrived too 
late to be in the lead contingent. Marching 
behind the GI's were veterans of Vietnam and 
other wa rs. 

Many of the marchers wore black armbands with 
the numerals "33,000," to signify the number 
of American dead in Vietnam. Among the most 
popular banners were: "Free the Ft.Jackson 9" 
and "Free the Presidio 27." 
Thousands of people along the line of march 
smiled at the demonstrators and some returned 
the "V" symbol. The Student Mobilization Com
mittee reported a record number of young people 
at the demonstration. 
We were drenched by the rain,but went to the 
Central" Park Mall along with tens of thousands 
of other demonstrators who came to hear the 
rally speakers. Pvt. Dave Cortright of Fort 
Wadsworth spoke for the GI's and called for 
continued civilian support of the GI movement. 
Prof.Howard Zinn was loudly applauded when he 
said "the best way to stop this war is for the 
U.S. to pack up and get_out right now." 
The Sunday NEW YORK TIMES ran a front-page 
photo and story of the march and NBC-TV an
nounced that "The movement which dumped Pres
ident Johnson has just served notice on 
President Nixon that the honeymoon is over.'1 

gilWAR (N VIETNAM 

Conference Report 
ANT I WAR GI's DISCUSS REGIONAL ACTIVITIES IN 
NEW YORK 

A panel of antiwar GI's and civilians met in 
New York on the Sunday following the demon
stration to exchange ideas, reports and ex
periences. What follows is a brief report of 
what antiwar GI's and civilian GI support 
groups are doing nationally. 

LOS ANGELES: A new GI paper, ABOUT FACE, was 
set up in LA by the GI's and Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War. In building the April 6th 
demonstration, a "GI Teach-in and Speak-Out" 
was held on Feb.22. Feature speakers included 
attorney Hugh Manes and Andy Stapp of the 
American Servicemen's Union. Jim Boggio of 
GI's and Vietnam Vets Against the War spoke 
on the importance of the April 6th demon
stration; a member of the Resistance spoke on 
the Presidio 27; an "open mike" session was 
arranged for GIs who wanted to voice their 
opinions about the war In Vietnam. The Teach 
In was held'111 a Unitarian Church and was at
tended by about 100 people including 13-20 
GI's. 

THE ULTIMATE WEAPON, FT.DIX: Now in its 6th 
edition, THE ULTIMATE WEAPON has received 
widespread distribution at Ft.Dix, Ft.Monmouth, 
Philadelphia Naval Yard, Stewart AFB, McGuire 
AFB, Ft.Hamilton and Ft.Wadsworth. The paper 
worked especially hard at building the April 
5th demonstration in N.Y., and played a cru
cial role in turning out the GI's who marched 
in New York on that date. 

BOSTON: On March 22, the Boston GI-Civilian 
Alliance lor Peace sponsored an "Anti-War 
Basic Training Day" which was attended by 
approximately 140 people. Its purpose was to 
build for the April Fifth demonstration, and 
to educate perspective draftees, active duty 
servicemen and civilians about the developing 
anti-war movement in the military and the 
rights of servicemen. 
The GI-Civilian Alliance for Peace has pub
lished two issues of its newspaper TOP SECRET. 
NEW YORK AREA: As any GI who has passed thru 
the Port Authority Bus Terminal on any week
end can tell you, the civilians in New York 
City have been heavily involved in distribut
ing anti-war literature to intransit GI's. 
The New York civilians were the first civi
lians to attempt to reach GI's in a serious 
way, and say that they have observed a real 
change in attitude over the three years they 
have been in touch with us. They report that 
we are becoming increasingly enthusiastic 
about becoming involved in anti-war work. We 
heartily concur. 



On Going Underground . . . 
A group of the Washington area GI's associ.ited 
with OPEN SIGHTS met April 13th ai>d discussed, 
among other subjects, the alternatives between 
operating underground or 'above ground.' We 
decided that we concur wholeheartedly with the 
position set forth in the following article: 
"Over the past week or so, some civilians in 
the anti-war movement have raised the idea 
that the best way for GI's to work against the 
war would be for them to quit open organiza
tions such as GI-Civilian Alliance, for Peace 
and "go underground." 

At the last meeting of GI-CAP on Match 26, we 
discussed this whole idea. All o'f'-the people 
who participated in the discussion ffelt that 
this was not a good idea for a number of rea
sons . 
It was pointed out that our purpose is to 
reach as many GI's as possible witti (Hi r views 
on the war, GI rights, etc. Going underground 
would make it much harder to reach people, and 
at the same time, it wouldn't keep the brass 
from finding out what we were doing (which 
seems to be one of the main ideas behind the 
"underground" proposal) . 
In addition, going underground would leave us 
open to the 'charge that we are sneaking around 
carrying on some sort of "subversive" activi
ties, and would lend an air of truth to charges 
by the brass that our activities are illegal. 
It was also pointed out that one of the ideas 
that we are constantly stressing is that GI's 
do have the right to express their opinions, 
and that one of the best ways to guarantee this 
right is to exercise it in an open way! That 
•way, the brass have to publicly break their 
own rules if they want to try and stop us. 
Also, of course, it is much easier to defend 
someone who the brass is trying to frame-up or 
even just harass if everyone knows about their 
activities, and thus knows that their rights 
are being violated. 

Ft. Jackson 8 cont. 
"The fight to free the Ft.-Jackson Four is 
your fight. Join us in defending these men 
and getting them out of the stockade by legal 
and legitimate means. Let the Army know they 
can no longer step on GI's. Send letters of 
support for the Ft. Jackson Four today, 
c/o GI's United, Box 543, Columbia, S.C. 
Send messages to the Commanding General de
manding that the four enlisted men be set 
free immediately. 
"If you are against the war in Vietnam and 
for constitutional rights for GI's, you belong 
in GI's United. Which side are you on? Either 
you support the brass, the lifers, and their 
war, or you support the fight for GI rights 
and the end of the war." 

The following are some further i.ileas on tins 
questi on : 

In récent weeks, a number of tlie GI's have 
been approached by members of anli-war groups 
which have not been participating in CI-CAP, 
and told that they can't accomplish as much in 
GI-CAP towards ending the war as they could by 
going underground and engaging in sabotage or 
planning some kind of soldiers' revolution. 
While I'm not about ID make a statement oppos
ing these things, [ feel that We can accomplish 
more towards ending the war by an above ground 
organization like GI-CAP, which operates within 
the framework of the law, and I'll give several 
reasons why: 

First, any underground group of over ten mem
bers will probably be infiltrated by a CID man; 
I would be very frightened about being a part 
of any larger group. How much can ten people 
do? They can do a lot of damage, but not e-
nough to really have any significant effect 
towards ending the war. Even a number of such 
groups and individual acts have little success, 
as the Army will be able to stop anything so 
wide-scale as to be effective. At this stage, 
one of the most important tasks for the GI 
anti-war movement Lo accomplish is its growth. 
We need more GI's to become part of the move
ment, and we ncoà to tell more GI's why we 
oppose the war. Only an above ground organi
zation can recruit new members, and only an 
above ground organization can show GI's why 
we oppose the war. 

Lastly, in Cl-CAP, operating within the law, ...;' 
you will be defended if VOM are subject to any 
attempt by the army to suppress your Consti
tutional liberties. if you go underground and 
you are caught, no one can help you, and your 
sentence will be a long one. 
more underground thoughts 
GI's demonstrating peacefully and legally a-
gainst the war can very effectively work to 
show the general public thai there is serious 
anti-war sentiment within the army, that a 
great number of us arc unwilling to partici
pate in that war. The public and Congress 
will have to recognize that fact, and act ac
cordingly. If we feel after a given amount 
of time that we arc not 'accompl ishi ng anything, 
then we will have to develop new strategy. 
But let's not decide that a method is not 
effective when it hasn't even been tried... 
There are people in GI-CAP and other organi
zations who are suggesting that we move 
underground. 

That is the worst mistake we, or anyone in 
our position, could make. As long as we are 
out in the open, there is plenty of light to 
illuminate what we do and what is done to us. 
We receive favorable press coverage, and many 
people are interested in our well-being. Un
derground, we would expose ourselves to those 
who would like us quiet. 
Stay Safe, Stay Legal, Stay Open! 

Sp/5 Dave Larson, U.S.Armv 



War and Racism 
by Pvt. Kelten Jones, Uä Army 

For more than one hundred years, blacks have 
been taken into the Army of the United States 
and told to fight its wars. Today, the 
Brothers are dying in Vietnam. The war is 
supposed to bring American style freedom to 
the poor people of Vietnam, but in reality, 
it is bringing them only U.S. corporations 
and death. For black GI's the war means only 
that they are senselessly dying for freedoms 
they1 don't have here at home. 
Many blacks once joined the Army to show 
whites that we cared about this country and 
wanted to be a part of it. They expected to 
find things different when they came back 
from the wars of the U.S. But, they still 
could not give their children a decent place 
to live, or send them to a school that would 
prepare them for a high paying job; nor could 
they find work, and they found that public 
places were closed to them - Nothing had 
changed for them when they returned. 

Army Racism 
While brothers are in the Army they face the 
same type of racism that they do on the out
side. Promotions don't come as fast as they 
should, busts are common, as are stockade 
terms. Racist epithets are heard in the U.S. 
as well as in Vietnam. The Army is where 
many Brothers first make the connection be
tween racism and the war. They hear the 
Vietnamese called Gooks and Slops and hear 
themselves referred to as Niggers. For many, 
this is the time that they begin to take an
other look at the war and the reasons for 
fighting it. 
What they find is that the U.S. government is 
aiding U.S. business in establishing a hold 
fn Vietnam. Trying to roll back a popular 
revolution for freedom by destroying the Viet
namese people. It may not be the same type 
of freedom that is found in the U.S., but is 
that really a bad thing? The Brothers just 
have to look around them to find the answer. 

Nothing has changed 

A Brother sees that at home the government is 
all for law and order, which means to him that 
he cannot defend his home and family from the 
racists in this country. He sees the Army, 
that he is a member of, being used to suppress 
his people as well as the Vietnamese. He finds 
that he is still the last hired and the first 
fired...in other words, things haven't changed 
at all. He then takes the last step and sees 
that the struggle of his people and that of 
the people of the Third World are the same. 
That he and they are fighting the same enemy 
- racism - and that this racism is centered in 
the United States. 

None Dare Call This Treason! 
by Roger Priest, r»S. Navy 

Now with the end of the war in sight (only 
thousands of casualties away), the Military-
Industrial Complex are going after the 'gravy' 
promised them for selling Nixon to the gull
ible American public. 
Of course, the ABM is to be the biggest elec
tion payoff in American history Our 'Defense' 
Corporations demanded, and got, what is now 
euphemistically called the 'Safeguard' system 
--a multi-billion dollar race death extrava
ganza. I 
Lockheed Corporation h building the C-5A * 
'Galaxy' cargo jet lot $6 billion! Of this 
$6 billion pricetag, $600 million is clear, 
guaranteed, no-risk profit for Lockheed. 
The Martin-Marielta Corporation made an after
tax profit of 257» on an $8 billion 'Minuteman' 
ICBM contract. No wonder business likes to 
get us into war. 

And the Navy lobby is getting in on the act 
by asking for a couple of billion (and much 
more) to spread 'Pax Americana' around the 
globe. It seems that the US Navy is finally 
in danger of losing her much-vaulted supremacy 
of the seas. Got to keep those Ruskies down; 
and besides, its good for business. 
The General Dynamics Corporation was promised 
by Nixon that "the F-lll in a Nixon Adminis
tration will be made into one of the founda
tions of our air supremacy." What a joke! 
As we all know, the F-lll all-purpose super-
duper-fighter is the world's most expensive 
non-flying aircraft. Remember the XB-70? A 
$1.4 billion waste, now sitting in the Air 
Force Museum at the Wright-Patterson AFB near 
Dayton,Ohio. Drop by and see what our busi
ness patriots do with our tax dollars. But 
never mind, 'only' $6 billion has already been 
spent on this jet-powered Dodo bird. 
And the wings of the F-llls' keep falling off, 
controls fail, and pilots die. This criminal 
negligence will not soon be forgotten. 

The opinions expressed in 
the articles in OPEN SIGHTS 
represent only the points ^r 
of view of the GI's who h a ^ 
written them. No opiniA» 
expressed in this paper should 
be thought of as the views or 
policies of DODJTTDA, or any 
other government agency. 

c 
SimiLarly, the views and 
policres of DoD, DA, or any 
oWier government agency should 

^ n o t be understood to represent 
the points of view of OPEN 
SIGHTS or any of its contributors. 



- Memory of A Vietnam Marine -

Crickets chirp and warm breezes blow through 
the screens of the huts. Suddenly, the 
tranquility of the night is blasted by the 
shrieking of the rockets as they wing into 
the compound. The thin galvanized tin of the 
roofs magnifies the thunderous explosions and 
the ground trembles. 

Your sleeping brain is battered into instant 
wakefulness; your eyes open upon a scene of 
flames in the darkness, and somewhere in the 
chaos a frightened voice screams, "Get out! 
Get out! We're getting hit!" One thought 
races through your paniced mind - get out in" 
the bunker! - on the way out you try to grab 
your clothes and rifle. 
As you sit huddled in the bunker praying, you 
jonder how come your own artillery isn't 
tiring in retaliation? -the answer? they have 
to call in to get permission to fire--this 
usually takes a costly amount of time--time 
in which many are killed, more are injured, 
and millions of dollars of taxpayers' money 
is wasted as jets are turned into worthless 
pieces of junk. Later, you find out that the 
intelligence office had pictures of the site 
used to launch the rockets, days before the 
attack! They claimed they were "waiting for 
'em to try something," but where were they 
when they finally did try; and succeed! 
When you know it could all have been prevented, 
it makes you kinda wonder just what in the hell 
the military is doing over there. 

SOUND OFF 
01 EN S I G H T S ' 

% ,0. Bo:: "585 
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•;- .; bii-igton,L\C.2tSr» 

Dear Editors: 
Just read your No.2 issue of Open Sights. I 
am a former Major M.C. - 3% years in WW II, 
now a physician in N.Y.C. I approve of what 
you seem to be doing - was not offended by 
your language. I am enclosing a gift of $5 
to your cause. 
The .parade in N.Y.C. today was most impres
sive in the number of people who joined in 
the parade. 

Ex Major, U.S.M.C. 

Dear Editors: 

How many people know what is going on in 
Viet Nam? Sure, the men who have fought 
there, but so should the rest of the world. 
In every paper and on every news broadcast 
they tell us about the war, how many people 
were killed, wounded or missing. They show 
us pictures of a wartorn country with its 
poverty and filth. But what they don't tell 
us is who is getting rich from the war. Its 
not the little man or the people from the 
ghetto; the men who fight don't get rich. 
But the men who rule our industries and run 
our government. They have monopolized big 
business with politics, and make twice the 
money by letting men kill each other for 
their fun and profit. The ideas of our older 
generation are used up. We need a change 
with new ideas and young people to revitalize 
our nation. War is out, love is in. Let's 
not be greedy, man was created equal, let us 
return to the way God made us. Can you meas
ure life in terms of money? If you can, ybti 
must be sick. Don't let the politicians kill 
your sons. Help yourself before its too late 
for help. Bring this political war to an "end, 
before it ends the world. 
Please put my name in OPEN SIGHTS. 

Louis J. Block 
Ex Sgt. U.S.Army 

Dear Editor: 
I have just fini»hed reading Open Sights and 
found it to express many of my own opinions, 
especially concerning Viet Nam, the war and 
the peace talks, and racism in this country. 
Of my own free will I chose to enlist in a 
war-organization. I cannot excuse myself. I 
cannot even claim that I was openly coerced 
into joining the Armed Forces. But over the 
past three years I have slowly begun to re-
evlauate my own ideals. Perhaps people will 
nold me in contempt for protesting the war in 
which I have had little to lose. I have not 
been to Vietnam. I have no open wounds, no 
scars that can be seen or holes in my body 



a. 

'Dear Bobby': 

This is the first, in what I hope will be a 
series of articles, on everyday life at Hen
derson Hall, Headquarters Marine Corps, Arl
ington. 
Perhaps, to begin with, you may wonder about 
the name of this article "Dear Bobby." This 
is in honor of the local pigs, commonly cal
led CID. This may be just a bit too strong. 
We realize that questioning people without 
advising them of Article 31, holding "prison
ers" overnight* without preferring charges, 
using prejudice in their investigations be
cause of personal feelings, etc., etc., is 
all part of the Marine Corps up to now, but 
what these people fail to understand is that 
we're sick of this bullshit. You may be as
sured "Dear Bobby," that future instances of 
which we are made aware, shall no longer stay 
inside the gates of Henderson Hall, but in
stead will be made part of pPEN SIGHTS, along 
with civilian newspapers, which don't fall 
into the same category, as was titled by a 
few brass and some very unhappy 'Super CID's,' 
as propaganda. "Maybe we should look at HEN
DERSON HALL NEWSLETTER as propaganda. As a 
matter of fact, the news in the HENDERSON 
HALL NEWSLETTER is as bad as the food in the 
messhall where it is distributed. 
Keep dusting these pamphlets for prints "Dear 
Bobby," keep using your fascist tactics in . 
your 'investigation procedures,1 keep up your 
everyday work, and you just may find out who 
is responsible for these articles. As an al
ternative, you may just sit back and relax 
and you will be able to pick up a new issue 
of OPEN SIGHTS and just read all about who 
wrote these articles, and the phone numbers 
of just exactly where to reach these 'propa
gandists,' who are just trying to reach other 
servicemen and advise them of their Constitu
tional rights. 

Sound Off cont-
which you can stick your finger through. But 
I cannot condone a war which is putting other 
men in these positions... 
I recognize war, in any shape or form, to be 
dispicable to human existence. I sincerely 
feel remorse for the many human lives in Viet 
Nam right this minute, young Americans, Viet
namese, Australians, Koreans, etc., all mer
cilessly trapped in the 'historical situation.1 

Our country asks us to go against our most 
basic beliefs as members of the human race, 
that all life is sanctified. We know that 
this is wrong but we must abide by our coun
try's choices as long as we wish to remain 
citizens of that society. This does not 
blight within us, however, the hope that we 
may change the direction of our country. We 
will, or should, be willing to sacrifice 
'verything to change our society, even our 
wn lives. The ideals (of our country) may 
lave been temporarily cast adrift in our own 
time,' but they still exist in our Declaration 
of Independence, our Constitution. Further
more, these ideals cannot be looked upon as 
solely beneficial to one society; they are 
the inherent rights of all mankind, natural 
rights arising from the brotherhood of all 
mankind... 
I, as an individual, cannot and will not sup
port violence. Call me an infiltrator in the 
service. I have attempted to change the op
inion of people I have come into contact with. 
I have tried to convince people that the war 
in Viet Nam must cease, and not with the 
dropping of A-bombs, as some people may wish. 
I laugh at the Paris peace talks, absurdly 
the diplomats arguing about the size and 
shape of the table. Absurd!.' The diplomacy.' 
There is more absurdity than reason to diplo*-
macy when it prevents two nations from set
tling a dispute that is costing lives on both 
sides. Sometimes I feel that God might be 
laughing at our ridiculous position, but it is 
as pathetic as it is ridiculous and that is 
why it is absurd. 

Publish all or any portions of my letter you 
wish and sign my name. Wishing you -
Shanti, Shanti, Shanti 

Jim P. Everhard, U.S.Navy 

HAVE yOU NOTICEP THAT Y YEAH ! 
9 f ÉTLE BAIL6V ALWAY& \ WHAV& 
MEAH^ U\-5 C A P CÜWN I HE 
OVER Ht& EVES, 5AB5Ê?/HIPIHG? 



Meade Off icer Reported to 
Refuse Second Tour 

OPEN SIGHTS has learned that the commanding 
officer o£ a garrison unit at Ft. Meade (a 
veteran of a one-year tour in Vietnam) will 
be court martialed by the Army for refusing 
a second combat zone assignment. 
Capt.Julius Nichols, a Negro who commands 
Meade's Service Company, the in-processing 
unit for Soldiers assigned to garrison duty 
at the huge Maryland post, will be tried for 
willfully disobeying a direct order, informed 
sources at the fort said. 

Nichols has recently been ordered to report 
to Ft. Benning, Ga. for RVN training. It is 
understood that such training generally pre
cedes assignment to Vietnam. 
While officials at the post are trying to 
keep wraps on the pending court martial, 
rumors circulating at Ft. Meade indicate that 
Nichols, a nine-year Army veteran, has re
fused to report to Ft. Benning because of 
black power leanings. 

It is also reported that Nichols, regarded as 
a stiff disciplinarian and what one soldier 
described as "a real lifer," has been trying 
to make a deal with authorities at Ft. Meade, 
allegedly offering to accept a general dis
charge rather than face a court martial. 
Apparently Ft. Meade headquarters was willing 
to offer Nichols such a proposition, but was 
rebuffed by Pentagon officials who are said 
to have demanded a full inquiry and court 
action. 
Nichols is reportedly confined to quarters 
while his case is under investigation. Al
though still listed in the Ft.Meade directory 
as the Service Company Commander, informants 
at the unit have reported that he is rarely 
in his office and a "shadow hierarchy" has 
been established at the unit. 

With Sgt. Mike 
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HOW IT ALL B E G A N 

by Lance Corporal Paul Cassell,USMC 

Bobby came back from a long ha rd fight 
dropped his rifle and lit up a smoke 

He sat back and thought the t e a r s a lmost 
made h im choke. 

It was a hot summer in '63 in a .dir ty dusty 
place in Vietnam 

He was doing his bit for Uncle Sam 
That ' s how they say it all began. 

So Bobby sat down and he began to think 
It didn't do much good everywhere was 
death 's c rummy stink. 
This thing and this place how did he get 
there 

When he could be home, oh how he wished 
he could be back t he r e . But his g i r l would 
have to wait for whatever t ime and whatever 

fate. 

Then all of a sudden in the dark jungle night, 
The VC came running and he knew fthen it 
would be a long ha rd fight. 
The next morning the sun a rose on both 
sides dead. 
Among them was Bobby with a bullet in his 

bat tered head. v 

This s tory has no ending, and Glory has no 
grea t fame 

For the m o r a l of this s tory is that Bobby's 
day came . 

Now while we keep fighting in other people 's 
land. And the big ones at home talk of 
peace and war . Another 1, 000 die 
Even m o r e get the purple hea r t - Ha Ha. 

So when the mai lman comes tomorrow 
And brings the thing from Uncle Sam 

Sit down and think it over 
How it all Began. 
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Other Papers 

TASK FORCE THE BOND 
2001 Milvia St. Rm.633, 156 Fifth Ave. 
Berkeley, Calif. New York, N.Y. 10010 

ABOUT FACE (Pendleton)COUNTERPOINT (Ft.Lewis) 
743% So. Alvarado 912 NE 42nd Street 
Los Angeles, Calif. Seattle, Wash. 98105 

FATIGUE PRESS (Hood) FLAG-IN-ACTION(Campbell 
P.O. Box 9Î2 P.O. Box 2416 
Austin, Texas "'8767 New Providence, Tenn. 

FUN,TRAVEL & ADVENTURE/HEAD-ON (Camp LeJeune) 
532 No. 20th Street P.O. Box 879 
Louisville, Kentucky Jacksonville, N.C. 

LAST HARASS (Gordon) LOGISTIC (Ft.Sheridan) 
P.O. Box 2994 9 South Clinton 
Augusta, Georgia Chicago, Illinois 

THE SHORT TIMES TOP SECRET 
(Ft. Jackson) c/o GI-Civilian Alliance 
P.O. Box 543 P.O. Box 513 
Columbia, S.C.29202 Cambridge, Mass.02139 

THE ULTIMATE WEAPON WHERE IT'S AT 
P.O. Box 8633 1 Berlin 12 
Philadelphia,Pa. Postfach 65, Germany 

.JOIN 
THE 
NEW 
ACTION 

THE GOOD REAL POOP 

In the future OPEN SIGHTS will unload some 
facts, historical facts on the War. Things 
like: how did the war begin, who was involved 
and who is involved, how it has progressed to 
what it is today and where it is at today. 
There will be a naming of names, of places, 
of times, deeds and documents. Just in case 
you don't believe us there will also be ref
erences, real legitimate references that you 
can go to like the N.Y.Times. We will be 
quoting such people as General William C. 
Westmoreland, Robert McNamara, William Abrams, 
Dean Rusk, Walt Rostow, Mr. Nixon, etc. We 
will present 'the facts, you will use your 
head and good old horse sense - together we 
will be beautiful. 

6 0 GI's Attend OS Party! 

We were broke and it was raining, but we 
turned up anyway. Sixty of u s . We saw 
two f i lms. . . on the his tory of the war . "How 
We Got In, How to Get Out" and "No Vietna
mese Ever Called Me Nigger ." We knocked 
off about eleven cases of bee r , danced a 
little and rapped a lot. We talked about what 
we plan to do next, and didn't bitch because 
the place was much too small for u s . A few 
of us left ear ly , but most of us stayed until 
it was all over . 
We were from For t Meyer, Fo r t Meade, 
Henderson Hall, For t Dietrick, For t McNai 
and F o r t Belvoir . We had heard about the 
par ty , most of u s , by picking up a copy of 
the paper on our own b a s e s . 
We'l l be back. 

ARM V Get in Touch. Wr i t e to Us. Subscr ibe. 

Free to GTs 

Name 

Address 

OPEN S I G H T S 
P.O. Box 6585 

T » Street Station 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

zip 
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OPEN SIGHTS 
By GI's For GI's , 

CALL TO THE FALL OFFENSIVE TO 
END THE WAR IN VIETNAM 

THE NEW MOBILIZATION COMMETTE to End the 
War in Vietnam is mounting a FALL OFFEN
SIVE TO STOP THE WAR, It will culminate 
on November 15, in Washington and San 
Francisco in what we can make the most 
significant antiwar demonstrations in 
American history. 

Our efforts to end the war in Vietnam 
have reached a crossroads — it must 
be ended or it will rise to new heights 
of horror and murder. 

Our efforts to end the arms race and 
stop the war machine have reached a 
crossroads — either drastic cuts will 
be made in the military during the next 
year, or it will rise to new insanities 
of terror in weaponry and gluttony of 
resources. 

Our efforts to end the destruction of 
our people, cities, society, and en
vironment by a kind of impersonal but 
brutal "death machine" have come to a 
crossroads — either we will take ac
tive control over our own lives, our 
neighborhoods, our very air and water, 
or see them destroyed before our eyes 
by the people who control them now. 

STOP THE WAR 

Many times before, we have demonstrated 
resisted, confronted to ask, "Bring the 
Troops Home Now. Stop the War." Our 
demands were right then; they are even 
more clearly right now. Both the course 
of political change in America and the 
course of the war in Vietnam make it 
urgent: BRING ALL THE TROOPS HOME NOW. 

What has changed? 

The American people clearly decided they 
wanted the war ended — right away. 

The Vietnamese people have shown in the 
last six months that they can stand up to 
the most merciless bombing, the most ruth
less use of chemicals, the most intensive 

repression of even neutralist and pacifist 
criticism, that the United States and its 
Saigon clients have dished out in the 
whole war. 

The Nixon Administration has to choose be
tween leveling all of South Vietnam or 
withdrawing all troops, ending all bomb
ing and letting the Vietnamese people 
decide their own political destiny. 

The Nixon Adminstration has pretended to 
move toward peace. But withdrawing a few 
troops from Vietnam is a cruel farce. It 
will not end the war, it will not bring 
peace; it will not prevent other Vietnams 

The President says he will limit troop 
withdrawal to the "major portion" of 
American forces. Meanwhile, his actions 
belie his words — more men have been 
sent even as a few have been withdrawn. 
But even if he does what he says, a 
couple hundred thousand GIs will remain, 
to continue the war, to continue the 

killing, and to keep on dying. Nixon 
like Johnson, wants nothing more than 
a Korean-type settlement, with American 
troops and bases remaining indefinitely, 
and with South Vietnam an American 
"colony." 

He insists on continuing support for a 
discredited, Thieu-Ky regime, thidl makes 
a settlement in Vietnam impossible. And 
he continues to maximize military pressure 
on the Liberation forces, thus discrediting 
the claim that his Administration is seeking 
to end the war. 

No one has the right to tell the Vietnamese 
what kind of government they wish to repre
sent them. Obviously, given a choice they 
would never choose the fraudulently elected 
Thieu-Ky government, or any fraudulent 
"coalition" that the United States wants to 
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WITHDRAWAL—THE HARD WAY 

After reports began appearing in 
the i^cbS, and questions were raised in 
Congress, about the fact that Nixon's tok
en withdrawal was turning out to La a 
slight increase in the level of American 
forces, the administration was forced to 
go through with the farce and actually re
move a few troops. 

The possibility remains, however, 
that even then the withdrawal, insignifi
cant as it was, consisted primarily of 
juggling figures. The August 27 Washington 
Post reported that on Aug. 21 the troop 
level was 526,500, and that on Aug. 26 
'23,000 of the 25,000 men had been with
drawn . " 

Six days later, the Post reported 
that "the last contingent left Thursday" 
(Aug. 28). According to the Pentagon, this 
reduced the number of Americans in Vietnam, 
not to 524,500, as one would expect, but 
to 511,800. 12,700 troops thus seem to 
have disappeared between Aug. 21 and Aug. 
28. 

We can think of only three ways to 
account for these 12,700 missing troops: 

1. Between Aug. 21 and Aug. 26, 
the date on which 2,000 troops remained to 
be withdrawn, 12,700 troops were pulled 
out without the press noting the fact. 

Pentagon Arithmetic 

526,500 troops in VN on August 21. 
2,000 troops withdrawn Aug. 21-28. 

511,800 troops in VN on August 28. 

The difference between 524,500 and 
511,800 is 12,700 troops, roughly an 
entire division, which the Pentagon 
seems to have misplaced somewhere. Any
one knowing the whereabouts of the 
missing troops is urged to inform the 
Pentagon immediately. 

This seems a little unlikely; in fact, 
during this period the New York Times 
thought the withdrawal of only 300 members 
of the Ninth Infantry Division significant 
enough to run a picture of it. It appears 
therefore that only a small fraction of 
the 12,700 could be accounted for in this 
way. 

2. Troops sent home after finish
ing their normal tour of duty between Aug. 

21 and 28 were not replaced. But problems 
n-ise with this explanation as well. Wich 
a one-year tour of duty, an average of 
10,000 troops would leave each week. Even 
if absolutely no troops at all arrived in 
Vietnam during the week in question — an 
unlikely, not to say impossible, event — 
this explanation would still leave 2,700 
troops unaccounted for. 

3. The Pentagon is lying about the 
number of American troops in Vietnam. 

But rather than suggest that any 
part of the government would deliberately 
mislead the American public, let's take 
the Pentagon at its word and say that 
there are now 25,000 fewer troops in Viet
nam than there were June 8, when Nixon 
first announced the withdrawal plans. 

2,270 
454 

8,309 
8,336 

3,314 

The Hard Way 

combat deaths, June 8 - Aug. 30 
non-combat deaths 
wounds requiring hospital care 
wounds not requiring hospital 
care 
(est.) non-combat injuries and 
illnesses 

22,683 deaths, wounds, injuries and 
illnesses,, or 91% of che an
nounced withdrawal of 25,000. 

This brings up some other statist
ics which relate to the withdrawal. From 
figures supplied by the Pentagon, we get 
the following facts on American casualties 
for the period from June 8 to August 30, 
i.e., the period in which the withdrawal 
took place: 2,270 Americans were killed in 
action and 16,645 were wounded. During the 
same period, there were 454 "non-combat" 
deaths. The Pentagon claims not to have 
any figures on non-combat injuries and 
illnesses, but if we assume that they oc-
cured at the same ratio as that of combat 
wounds to combat deaths, we get an esti
mate of 3314 non-combat injuries and ill
nesses. 

Adding together these figures, 
which represent the total number of Ameri
cans killed or physically harmed because 
of their presence in Vietnam, we get a 
total of 22,683 — remarkably close to the 
size of the withdrawal. 

Close enough, in fact, to raise 
questions as to just what the administra-



tion has in mind when they hint about fur
ther reductions. 

f^at these figures make crystal 
clear is that Nixon*a token withdrawals 
won't save the lives of American GIs; the 
only way to do that is to bring ALL the 
troops home NOW. 

P.C. GI'S PLANNING FOR NOVEMBER 15 

On September 27 GIs from four dif
ferent posts in the Washington area met to 
begin planning how to build GI participa
tion in the November 15 demonstration. The 
meeting was called by the paper Open 
Sights. 

The group decided to try to in
volve all the papers and GI groups in the 
area in building the November 15 action. A 
party, tentatively set for October 11, was 
projected as one way of getting the word 
out to larger numbers of GIs. Plans were 

also considered for advertising in the 
Washington urderground press, which is 
read by many GIs. 

The GIs decided to adopt the name 
"GI Mobilization Committee" and to hold 
weekly meetings open to any interested 
serviceman. These meetings will be every 
Sunday at 1 p.m. in the SMC office at 1029 
Vermont Ave. NW, room 907. 

ON GOING UNDERGROUND 

We discussed the whole idea of go-
Lng ^ndergrourd. All of the people who 
-,-,r-4--i ,-•;»•,-,4-a* -i r *-y>o discussion fait t-hat 
this was not a good idea for a number of 
reasons. 

It was pointed out that our pur
pose is to reach as many GI's as possible 
with our views on the war,.GI rights, etc. 
Going underground would make it much hard
er to reach people, and at the same time, 
it wouldn't keep the brass from finding 
out what we were doing (which seems to be 
one of the main ideas behind the "under
ground" proposal). 

In addition, going underground 
would leave us open to the charge that we 
are seaking around carrying on some sort 
of "subversive" activities, and would lend 
an air of truth to charges by the brass 
that our activities are illegal. It was 
also pointed out that one of the ideas we 
are constantly stressing is that GI's d_o 
have the right to express their opinions, 
and that one of the best ways to guarantee 
this right is to exercise it in an open 
way. That way, the brass have to publicly 
break their own rules if they want to try 
and stop us. Also, of course, it is much 
easier to defend someone who the brass is 
trying to frame-up or even just harass if 
everyone knows about their activities, and 
thus knows that their rights are being vi
olated. 

At this stage, one of the most im
portant tasks for the GI anti-war movement 
to accomplish is its growth. We need more 
GI's to become part of the movement, and 
we need to tell more GI's why we oppose 
the war. Only an above ground organization 
can show GIs why we oppose the war. 

GRIN AND BEAR IT BY LICBTY 

« T*M EaVrptM*, lut-, (M* 

"We've been ordered to develop a formula gentlemen, 
for »ending home our troop» without actually with-

drawing them!" 

QUOTED WITH APPROVAL 

"While the Court of Military Ap
peals takes cognizance of some constitu
tional rights of the accused who are 
court-martialed, courts-martial as an ins
titution are singularly inept in dealing 
with the nice subtleties of constitutional 
law. A civilian trial is held in an atmos
phere conducive to the prot3ction of indi
vidual rights, while the military trial is 
marked by the age-old manifest destiny of 
retributive justice." 

— Supreme Court Justice William 
0. Douqla;" 

GIs who don't think their right of 
free speech is being violated probably 
don't have anything to say anyway. 

— Your Military Left 

Crime wouldn't pay if the Army ran 

— Bragg Briefs 
it. 
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impose on them. The Vietnamese have right 

to determine their own destiny— including 
their right to choose the Provisional Rev
olutionary Government — without any inter
ference from anyone. This the Nixon Admin
istration does not permit. Instead it makes 
promises intended to get the war off the 
front pages — not to end it. 

We call for this demonstration and rally in 
Washington and San Francisco on November 
15, to STOP THE WAR IN VIETNAM NOW, to 
BBÜLNG ALL OUR TROOPS HOME IMMEDIATILY AND 
IN ONE PIECE, to WIN FREE SPEECH AND DEM
OCRATIC RIGHTS FOR GIS, to STOP THE RE
PRESSION andFREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, 
to PUT AN END TO RACISM IN ALL AMERICA 
AND COLONIALISM IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 
We must rescue the nation from the war-
makers or there will be no hope of pre
venting all out nuclear war. The im
mediate objective of our action is to 
terminate hostilities in Vietnam, but we 
know that this is only a small part of a 
long-term effort to create a society com
mitted to Life and Freedom. 

Bring ALL the GIs Home 

I would like to be on the mailing list 
I would like to receive OPEN SIGHTS—FREE" 
Enclosed is $1.00 for the GI Press Service 

Name(print) 

Grade Unit 

Base State .Zip. 

MAIL TO: The GI Mobilization Committee/ 
Open sights 
P.O.Box 6431 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

There are regular meetings of the Gl Mobe od 
Sundays at 1:00 (1300 hrs.) at 1029 Vermont) 
Ave., NW Wash. DC Suite 907 
COME AND BRING SOME FRIENDS 11111 

YOU CAN HELP END THE WAR! 

GI's: the following ad will be published 
in the New York Times. We hope to obtain 
a few hundred signatures from GI's all 
over the country. It will be published 
only if we get a minimum of 100 names. We 
hope to publish it in the Nov. 2 or 9 ed
ition of the New York Times 

We must receive all completed forms by 
October 25 in order to be able to place 
the ad in time. 
Send this box back to GI Press Service, 
1029 Vermont Ave., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

I authorize my name to appear in an ad
vertisement sponsored by the GI Press 
Service of the Student Mobilization Com
mittee. The advertisement will appear in 
the New York Times on 

It will contain a photograph of service
men participating in a peace demonstration 
with a headline reading, "JOIN US I" T h e 

text of the advertisement to which my name 
will be appended, is as follows: 

"An open letter to the American people: 
We are active-duty servicemen. 
We are opposed to American involvement 

in the war in Vietnam. 
We resent the needless wasting of lives 

to save face for the politicians in Wash
ington. We speak, believing our views are 
shared by many of our fellow servicemen. 

Join U s ' 
On November 15, join hundreds of thou

sands of Americans from all walks of life 
who will march in Washington and San Fran
cisco to demand that ALL the troops be 
brought home from Vietnam NOW. This will 
be a legal and peaceful demonstration. 

GIs, as American citizens, have the con 
stitutional right to join these demonstra
tions. In the past, however, military 
authorities have often restricted service
men to their bases, thus effectively pre
venting them from participating in demon
strations against the war. We ask you to 
write to the President and your représenta 
tives in Congress to demand that GIs not 
be prevented from participating in the 
November 15 demonstrations. 

Signature 

Name(Print) 

Rank S er No 

Base Unit 


	1969 04 18 Open Sights. Vol 1 No. 3
	1969 04 18 Open Sights part 2

