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A CALL TO RESIST ILLEGITIMATE AUTHORITY
AN INDICTMENT AGAINST THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, THE ARMED SERVICES AND

ITS INDUSTRIAL ALLIES

By Roger Priest, U.S. Navy

WASHINGTON, D.C.   As a U.S. citizen and as a human being I wish to expose the illegality 
and immorality of the unnecessary war in Vietnam. I specifically charge the U. S. 
government, the Armed Services and its industrial allies collectively and individually 
with the crime of waging aggressive war crimes against humanity, and with specific 
violations of the laws of war.

Article VI of the Constitution states that the Constitution and treaties made under 
the Authority of the United States shall be the Supreme law of the land. Therefore if 
members of the U.S. government, the Armed Services and its industrial allies have broken 
any international law, then they are liable to prosecution by U.S. courts under Article 
VI o.^ the Constitution. I charge that the U.S. government, the Armed Services and its 
industrial allies have broken international laws and established personal responsibility 
for these criminal actions.

The Nuremberg Principles define a "crime against peace" as the "planning, preparation, 
initiation or waging of a war of aggression or a war in violation of international 
treaties, agreements or assurances." A state of war exists in Vietnam where Vietnamese 
and Americans are killed almost everyday in armed conflict. The war in Vietnam is a war 
of aggression on the part of the U.S. government, the Armed Services and its industrial 
allies. Article 51 of the United Nations Charter states that members of the United Nations 
have the right of individual or collective self-defense if an armed attack occurs against 
a member of the United Nations. All other acts of war are acts of aggression. This 
means that the United States would have the legal right to intervene in Vietnam if there 
was an armed attack upon Vietnam by military forces that crossed an international 
boundary. This is the only justification for armed intervention.

The United States government has accused the government of Ho Chi Minh of aggression 
against the government of South Vietnam. For these actions if they did exist, to be 
defined as aggressive actions, North and South Vietnam must exist as separate countries. 
North and South Vietnam have never existed as separate countries. The current separation 
is the result of temporary zoning of the two belligerents of France and the Vietminh 
after the French-Indochinese War as of 1954. The zoning was only to be temporary. The 
two zones were to be reunited in 1956 pending elections. Elections the U.S. government 
never allowed, because Ho Chi Minh had become so popular a national hero that he would 
win free elections by a big margin (80 per cent, President Eisenhower estimated in his 
memoirs). The war in Vietnam, then is a civil war, a war between two belligerents 
indigenous to the same country. Therefore North Vietnam cannot be guilty of acts of 
aggression against South Vietnam as defined by the United Nations Charter because 
"armed attack" has never been carried across international boundaries.

There is no way to peace. Peace is the way.



Page 2__________________________________________________CM, My, 1 3
The United States government justified its military actions in Vietnam in a State 

Department Memorandum of March 4, 1966 as actions taken in "collective sell-defense." 
The State Department claimed the U.S. government had the right to intervene in Vietnam 
to protect South Vietnam from the aggressions of North Vietnam. By its own admission, 
there had not been an armed attack by North Vietnam upon South Vietnam until February 
1965. This attack, the State Department alleged, occurred in an unspecified place at 
an unspecified time. The State Department has never proven that the North Vietnamese 
carried out an armed attack across the 17th parallel prior to the massive support of 
the South Vietnamese government by U.S. troops. The International Control Commission 
created under the Geneva Accords of 1954 has denied the State Department charge of 
"armed attack" by North Vietnam against South Vietnam. The ICC has charged the U.S. 
arid the South Vietnamese government with the initial escalation of the war. North 
Vietnam and the National Liberation Front were forced to escalate their military 
activities as the United States government and the South Vietnamese government escalated 
.theirs.

Lets look back further in history. France assaulted by "armed attack" the state of 
Vietnam after the Second World War. France was clearly waging a war of aggression 
against Vietnam in an attempt to reinstitute Vietnam to its colonial status. Yet the 
United States government supported France between 1950 and 1954 with approximately two 
billion dollars in aid (to win the hearts and minds of the Vietnamese people). When 
peace was negotiated between France and Vietnam in 1954 the United States refused to 
sign the document. As the French gradually began to pull their troops out of Vietnam, 
they were replaced by U.S. troops and supplies (remember the advisors?). The United 
States and the President of the southern zone of Vietnam refused to hold free elections 
in 1956 to reunify the country. These facts show that the United States has worked 
against the self-determination of the Vietnamese and against reuniting their country. 
The United States government has involved the people of the United States in an unnecessary 
war. Unnecessary because it can never be won. Unnecessary because it should not be 
won. The popular support of the people is on the side of those who are attempting to 
reunify Vietnam and throw the forces of imperialism back into the sea from which they 
came.

United States actions in Vietnam can only be viewed as aggressive and criminal. By 
introducing large numbers of troops and military supplies on the side of their "puppet" 
government in the South, the United States government, the Armed Services and its 
industrial allies have committed acts of aggression against the Vietnamese people. 
Even the State Department does not claim that the actions taken between 1961 and 1965 by 
the United States government in Vietnam were not acts of aggression.

Under Principle IV of the Nuremberg Principles, members of the U.S. government, the 
Armed Services and its industrial allies are guilty of a crime against peace punishable 
under international law. Principle IV states that even though a person acted under order 
of his government, he is not relieved of his responsibilities, as long as moral choice 
was possible. A moral choice was possible in these people's case. They chose to break 
the law. They are therefore guilty and liable for punishment under Article VI of the 
Constitution for willfully chosing to wage a war of aggression in violation of internation 
al treaties.

They are also guilty of complicity in war crimes. The Nuremberg Principles define 
war crimes as violation of the laws or customs of war which include, but are not limited 
to, murder or ill-treatment of prisoners of war or persons on the high seas, killing of 
hostages, plunder of public or private property, wanton destruction of cities, towns, or 
villages, or devastation not justified by military necessity (but we destroy to save).

I don't think that I have to illustrate the crimes against humanity committed toward 
the courageous Vietnamese people. Nearly everyday on the news or in the papers and 
magazines we see or read about the destruction of entire villages by napalm and fragmen 
tary bombs. We read about the relocation camps for civilians (concentration camps?). 
We hear about the corruption of Saigon officials. We watch the wanton destruction of 
cities on T.V. That crimes against humanity have been committed in Vietnam is beyond 
doubt. The U.S. government in complicity with the Armed Service and its industrial
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allies have committed these crimes and arc forcing the youth of tins nation to commit 
them. Principle VII of the Nuremberg Principles states that complicity in tin- commission 
of a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime against humanity is a crime under 
international law.

The U.S. government, the Armed Services and its industrial allies have also partici 
pated by complicity in crimes against humanity. Crimes against humanity defined in the 
Nuremberg Principles as murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation and other inhuman 
acts done against any civilian population, or persecutions on political, or racial or 
religious grounds, when such acts are done or such persecutions are carried on in the 
execution of or in the connection with any crime against peace or any war crime. The 
proof of these crimes can be found in almost any periodical.

How many more women and children must be burned before the people of the United 
States realize the horrendous crime they are committing against a peasant people fighting 
to expel foreign oppressors from their homeland? Most Germans remained silent while 
their government murdered six million Jews. How much longer will the majority of 
Americans silently watch their Government slaughter the people of Vietnam?

It is not surprising then that this is a time of increasing political repression. 
The negotiations to end the war have degenerated into 6 farce. The U.S. government 
has only two things to negotiate: the withdrawal of all U.S. troops and the payment in 
reparations due the Vietnamese people. There is nothing more to negotiate.

And to those who hold illegitimate power over our lives we say to you that we will 
not accept the continuation of this war. We will continue to resist; and encourage 
others to do the same. SILENCE IS COMPLICITY.

Be not too hard
for life is short
and nothing is given to man

be not too hard
when he's sold or bought
for he must manage as best he can

be not too hard
when he blindly dies
fighting for things he does not own

and be not too hard
when he tells lies
or if his heart is sometimes like a stone

be not too hard
for soon he'll die
often no wiser than he began

be not too hard
for life is short
and nothing is given to man
and nothing is given to man

 Christopher Logue-Donovan

********** 

PLEASE SEND MONEY

That's what it takes to 
keep OM appearing regularly. 
Please help.

the dove has torn her wing 
so no more songs of love 
we are not here to sing 
we're here to kill the dove

why are they pale and still 
young boys trained overnight 
conscripts paid to kill 
and dressed in gray to fight

why statues towering great 
above the last defeat 
old words and lies repeat 
across a new-made grave

and why your face undone 
with jagged lines of tears 
that gave in those first years 
all the peace I'd ever won

--Jacques Brel



I

"If anything tangible is sacred, it is the gift of life and flesh, flesh which daily 
is burned, made homeless, butchered - without tears or clamour from most Americans - in 
Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Peru, Guatemala, Bolivia, Columbia, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Harlem, Delano, Watts, and wherever the poor live and die, forgotten people, 
the anonymous majority. So property is repeatedly made enemy of life: gas ovens in 
Germany, concentration camps in Russia, occupation tanks in Czechoslavakia, pieces of 
paper in draft offices, slum holdings, factories of death machines, germs and nerve ga.s.''

- An excerpt from the Milwaukee 14 Statement

******************************

"Our government... feels that we cannot extricate ourself wi thout... damage to America'.'; 
prestige. But the mire in which we flounder threatens us with even greater danger. It 
is the dilemma of either losing face or saving our soul...In a free society all are 
involved in what some are doing. Some are guilty, but all are responsible."

- Rabbi Abraham Heschel

******************************

"Civilians can scarcely understand or even believe that many ambitious military 
professionals truly yearn for wars and the opportunities for glory and distinction 
afforded only in combat. Standing closely behind these leaders, and encouraging and 
prompting them, are rich and powerful defense industries. Standing in front, adorned 
with service caps, ribbons and lapel emblems, is a Nation of veterans - patriotic, 
belligerent...finding a certain sublimation and excitment in their country's latest 
military venture. Militarism in America is in full bloom...the blight of Vietnam 
reveals that militarism is more a poisonous weed than a glorious blossom."

- Gen. David M. Shoup, former Commandant of the Marine Corps and member 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

******************************

A Pity the Joint Chiefs of Staff Won't Apply the Same Human Heresy in Vietnam -"I 
saw no point in senselessly sending people to their deaths."

- Commander Lloyd M. Bucher before the Naval Court of Inquiry in the Pueblo Affair

******************************

"Vietnam has vast resources of rubber, iron, tin, maganese, tugsten, rice...If we 
lose Vietnam we lose the ability to exploit this vast wealth."

- President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1954 before the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

******************************

"it is clear that there are certain structures and institutions in society which 
cannot be reformed. After all, you do not reform inequity, you abolish it."

- Sen. Mark 0. Hatfield at the University of California, April 8, 1969
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"We are outraged by the death-dealing exploitation of the people of the Third 
World who are victimized by your profit-seeking ventures. Specifically, we warn you, 
Dow Chemical, that...your offices have lost their right to exist. It is a blow for 
justice that we strike today."

- An open letter to the corporations of America by the "DC-9"

******************************

"The record of events in Vietnam from 1945 to the present date is stained red with 
betrayal, duplicity, treachery, errors, misunderstandings, miscalculations, so great, 
so frequent, taken at such high levels, that ordinary citizens, not informed of events 
and needing to have faith in their leadership, find it almost impossible to believe 
the facts when the record is finally exposed to them."

- David Schoenbrun, former CBS news correspondent in Vietnam: Hoi) we got in 
How We get out, Atheneum, New York, 1968

******************************

"Injustice is the great catalyst of revolution. A nation that found life through 
revolution has now become the world's number one counterrevolutionary force, not because 
American people would have it that way, but oecause the rich choose to defend their 
power and wealth. The masters of the trusts and corporate giants, along with their 
representatives in Washington, must learn the hard lessons of justice, or our country 
may be swept away and humanity with it."

- An excerpt from the Catonsville Nine Statement

******************************
/*

"If my soldiers were to begin to think not one would remain in the ranks."

- Frederick the Great

"...ITS ARMIES ARE EXTENDED WAY BEYOND THE SHORE 
AS THEY SEND OUR LOVELY BOYS TO DIE IN A FOREIGN JUNGLE WAR..."

"Most of the men who rule Saigon have, like the Bourbons, learned nothing. They 
seek to retain those privileges they have and to regain those they have lost. In 
Vietnam, only the Communists represent revolution and social change. The Communist 
Party is the only truly national organization that permeates both North and South 
Vietnam. It is the only group not dependent on foreign bayonets for survival. For 
its own strategic and political ends the United States is thus protecting a non- 
Communist Vietnamese social structure that cannot defend itself and perhaps does 
not deserve to be defended. Our responsibility for prolonging what is essentially 
a civil conflict may be one of the major reasons for the considerable amount of 
confusion, guilt, and soul-searching among Americans over the Vietnam war. I 
simply cannot help worrying that, in the process of waging this war, we are corrupt 
ing ourselves. I wonder when I look at the bombed-out peasant hamlets, the orphans 
begging and stealing in the streets of Saigon, and the women and children with napalm 
burns lying on the hospital cots, whether the United States or any nation has the 
right to inflict this suffering and degradation on another people for its own ends."

"Not a Dove-, Hut a Hawk" by Ne i 1 Sheehan, The 
Nc-w York Tinu'.s M.igaxine of October- 9, 1966



AMERICA'S RULERS ARE NOT THE FUZZ

By Martin Jezer

Jusl lor .1 il.-iy I'd like to be one of those hi}; scrubbed executives, silting high 
in a ^lass-enclosed building where the climate is regulated and you can't hang pictures 
I'M i he w.i I 1 because the walls are made of plastic and because another big executive 
mind manipulator has circulated an inter-office memo prohibiting the posting of un 
authorized objects.

Anyway, I'd be this big corporate manager, sitting in my office 50 floors above 
the street, watching the cops and the kids battle it out over turf neither of them 
will ever control. The kids protest injustice; the cops defend it as they're told; 
both get their heads cracked open. But high in my antiseptic tower, I'm clipping 
coupons and watching the money roll in. Occasionally, a New Left intellectual-type 
does some research and writes an article about how I -- and the institutions I 
control -- are milking the world dry. But these articles are read only by other 
intellectuals who don't speak in the language of the kids in the street, and they 
don't themselves ever call me a pig.

So I'm sitting pretty in my tower, safe, rich and powerful, and the cops are 
doing my dirty work nothing threatens me. But I'm still a decent fellow and deplore 
violence as much as the next man. So when the police get out of hand, as they did 
in Chicago, and start clubbing newsmen and demonstrators, I put my thumbs down.

Public relations, you know. We Roman Emperors have to mind our image.

TAKE A GOOD LOOK MAN   Demons, demons, that's what they are! They (lifers) are 
out to get the GI for anything he does to right the wrongs of this War Machine. 
They usually succeed under the Uniform Code of Military (In)justice. They are 
wretched old brainwashed puppets, controlled and made to dance to the music of the 
Brass Beast. They have no mind of their own and are therefore engulfed in the evils 
of this unconstitutional army.

Tomorrow morning, fellows, take a good look at the expression on the Lifer's face. 
What do you see? Across the forehead you'll notice wrinkles of despair born out of 
apathy toward human dignity. Notice the look in his eyes, the look of fear -- fear 
of the threatening evils embodied within him. On his face are the crevises of self 
ish and unrealistic character -- refusing to admit that he, like Jonah, is swallowed 
by the whale. On his lips, the expression of incredibility, falsity, human indecency 
and a manifesting doubt and indisposition to believe that surely the walls around him, 
like those of Jericho, MUST, crumble and fall.



Page 7___________________________________________-____ ^..JJ::

JOIN THE AMERICAN SERVICEMEN'S UNION -- Then- is .1 way to slop inruli-nts
such as the Presidio "Mutiny" and Lhu Ft. Jnckson (9) 8 C.-ist-: UNIONIXI-! A union is
strength. Together we won't have to take anything I'rom tin- lascisl military system.

If you have been debating joining the ASH, I'll ask you one question: "Isn't it 
about time you stopped debating it and joined? Get together tor the Union. The t ime 
to get organized is now. And no matter where these Brass-brained Uastards of the 
Fourth Reich send you -- ORGANIZE! Organize on board ships, in the jungle and in the 
brig. This fight is too important to let racist, scum of the earth, bigot dictators 
win and continue to control our lives. The ASU is the answer.

For information on joining the ASU write the American Servicemen's Union at Room 
633, 156 Fifth Ave. , New York, N.Y. 10010 Tel: (212) 675-6780.

WHIPPING IT ON THIS ASS-LICKING DYING REGIME -- The war with the Brass is starting to 
reach a new stage. Now that servicemen are starting to pull together, the Brass has 
rolled out a new weapon. They are selecting key anti-war GIs and simply framing them 
for big time. This is supposed to be a "lesson" to other EMs. Keep crawling on your 
knees or you'll get a whipping from Big Brother! Well if they think that the "example 1 ' 
they are making of the Presidio 27 will deter us, they have another think coming. 
They will not try the Presidio 27 for mutiny. We will try the Brass Beasts for the 
murder of Pvt. Richard Bunch. And if we do not get justice in the rigged courts of 
this land; then we shall turn to the streets. For the streets are the court of last 
resort in dealing with oppression. John F. Kennedy said, "Those who make nonviolent 
revolution impossible make violent revolution inevitable." Shall we ask the Military- 
Industrial Complex which way they would like it?

DO YOU BELIEVE IN THEIR MADNESS? -- The Brass keep telling us how those GIs who oppose 
the war are just a few kooks. We think it's just the opposite. When you find a 
servicemen who loves the military and thinks the war is great you know you're either 
talking to a lifer or a nut. It's damn clear that a majority of servicemen hate the 
military and think the Vietnam war stinks. So the Brass resort to informers, intim 
idation and harrassment of the EM. Why? Could it be that they realize our true 
potential for destroying their little Kingdom? Before we're through they will wish 
that places like Presidio and Ft. Jackson and yes, even Vietnam had never been invented. 
For they will pay. We cannot: let them get away with the murder of over 33,000 
American servicemen and the countless Vietnamese people. The Johnson's, the Rusk's, 
the DuPont's, the Dow Chemical, the Nixon's, the Humphrey's, the Westmoreland's, the 
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the CIA, all all will answer for their crimes. 
They will be hunted down and made to pay. Made to pay for earning $$$ "snuffing gooks" 
in Southeast Asia.

CADRE NEEDED

COMMIT YOURSELF to 
the grouth of OM - we 
need typists, office equipment, 
an office, stories on the GI struggle ' 
and Third World victories over American 
imperialism, distributers of the monthly 
newsletter and workers to help sustain our 
expanding operation. SILENCE IS COMPLICITY! 
Mail all contributions and questions to: 

Roger Priest, U.S. Navy 
P.O. Box 10'66 
Washington, D.C. 20013
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BE FREE GO CANADA -- Deserters from the U.S. military can si ill find refuse in 
Canada, contrary to recent misleading reports in the Establishment press.

The Montreal-based American Deserters Committee (ADC) reports .James Cross of the 
Canadian Immigration Department as saying, "There's no legislation which would permit 
us to refuse landed immigrant status on that basis (of being a deserter) alone." 
Gross denied that deserters were banned from Canada and stated that they could not 
be deported to the U.S.

The ADC suggests that servicemen seeking to escape the military enter Canada as a 
visitor, while on leave if possible, and use other than military identification 
papers, e.g. birth certificate, drivers license. Application for permanent legal 
status as a landed immigrant should be made after entry and in consultation with one 
of the following groups working with deserters: 
MONTREAL: American Deserters Committee 

P.O. Box 611 Station H 
Montreal 25, Quebec

TORONTO: Toronto Anti-Draft Programme
P.O. Box 764 Adelside St. Station 
Toronto 25, Ontario

VANCOUVER:Vancouver Committee to Aid War Objectors 
P.O. Box 4231 
Vancouver 9, British Columbia

Advocating the overthrow of govern: -ut is a 
crime—overthrowing it is something else al 
together. It is sometimes called revolution. 
But don't kid yourself—government is not where 
it's at. It's only a good place to start. ONLY 
THOSE WHO OPPOSE THE DEATHCAMP WARDEN ARE FREE 
OF GUILT!

Hinosaur is no 'ong61 with us. 
The Mouse is: he ate the Dinosaur'seggs.

N 'BBLE

WDUU3 YOU BUY A USED WAR FROM THIS MAN?

"Tactical atomic explosives are now conventional, and will be used against the 
targets of any aggressive force."

--Richard M. Nixon 
Chicago, March 17, 1955

"I am a chance-taker in foreign affairs."

--Richard M. Nixon
Saturday Evening Post, July 12, 1958
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LOOKING TOWARD THE FUTURE -- The Pentagon h.-is ;i new war-room to house those who will 
deploy and coordinate an ;mned military repression in the U.S. It will be used in the 
event of what they <rall a "domestic crisis" or "civil disturbance." Commenting to 
newsmen an unidentified officer remarked: "Many of us feel Vietnam has been more or 
less a proving ground so to speak for apparatus that will have its ultimate test here 
at home."

OVER THE HILL -- The Armed Services Committee recently disclosed that 53,357 servicemen 
have been clasified as deserters; that is, one every ten minutes. Now no one can tell 
just when a servicemen has taken enough of the military bull shit that is passed off 
as the "way we do things around here." Some just can't take as much as others. They 
have to run. I don't care how many laws you make or how you enforce them, those laws 
can't govern what the human mind will do. Right or wrong, when the breaking point is 
reached there's no turning back. And I don't blame those who have deserted. After 
all it is the insane, inhuman military that makes a man desert. But it is too bad, 
for our fight is in the United States; not in Canada or Sweden.

I personally would not give the Military Bastards the satisfaction of knowing that 
they had run me out of this country. "America, Love it or Leave it" is pure shit man. 
I love this rotten, run-down and diseased country so much that I'm willing to stay and 
fight those that have brought us to the point of annihilation. But I can understand 
how 53,357 servicemen would take their leave from the U.S. War Machine. I can see how 
three of the Presidio 27 would leave for Canada. For they have seen the U.S. Armed 
Forces as the Vietnamese peasant sees it. They are the victims of American militarism 
and power gone mad. They have learned nothing about anything except to hate. And 
hate they do. They hate what their country has forced them to do. Forced them to do 
in good conscience, I might add. I would never desert. But maybe I can make that 
kind of statement because I have never been handcuffed and kicked down a flight of 
stairs for my beliefs. I have never experienced the sadism of the guards in the brig. 
It's easy for me to feel condescending, and say, "I would never..." but would I? 
What is my breaking point? This I can't answer. I just don't know. It is a personal 
thing. And to those who make the decision to stay and fight or leave and (fight?) 
I wish you the best of luck. There are many ways of bringing this rotten system down 
to its knees. Perhaps a combination of the two might work?

So do your duty boys and join with pride 
serve your country in her suicide 
find a flag so you can wave goodby 
but just before the end even treason ^ 
might be worth a try } 
this country is too young to die. I

  Phil Ochs

Don't get caught 
up in the system
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