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FREEDOM CANNOT BE GAGGED! 
By Tom Hayden 

What is now taking place In the 
federal courtroom where we of 
The Conspiracy are being tried is 
a repeat of what occurred in the 
streets of Chicago at the Demo
cratic convention last year. 

Now as then, police and gov
ernment officials are creating a 
virtual riot. One has only to look 
across at co-defendant Bobby 
Seale, bound and gagged by order 
of judge Julius Hoffman, to rea
lize who is manufacturing the dis
order. 

As during the convention when 
thousands of demonstrators sought 
to register their protest to the 
war and the Democratic party in 
power, the government is denying 
us fundamental constitutional 
rights. In Seale's case it was the 
right to defend himself after Hoff
man refused to delay the trial a 
few weeks until attorney Charles 

cago during our confrontation in 
late August. 

The eight of us are being charged 
with "conspiracy to riot" during 
the convention. If convicted, we 
each face $20,000 fines and 10 
years in jail. In addition to Bobby 
Seale, the defendants are Dave Del-
linger, Abbie Hoffman, Je r ry Ru
bin, Rennie Davis, John Froines, 
Lee Weiner and myself. 

Here's how Hoffman nailed 
Bobby Seale: 

Bobby came into the court Oct. 
29 ahead of the judge and jury. 
He saluted Panthers and others 
in the gallery and gave a short 
speech. He said he would stand on 
his constitutional right to defend 
himself in the court. Several times 
Bobby told his listeners to "cool 
i t" no matter what happened. He 
then sat down and waited for the 

of the trial and he should sit 
silently from now on. This posi
tion amounts to having Bobby re
turn to the status of legalized slav
ery in the absurd expectation that 
in three or four years an appeals 
court will uphold his right to de
fend himself. Bobby wants it 
stressed that he was not disrupting 
the court, but attempting to hold 
onto rights which are his as a 
Black man and a citizen. 

As the trial began, Bobby de
manded the right to cross examine 
the witness on the stand after our 
lawyers--Kunstler and Leonard 
Weinglass--had finished. 

Seale and Hoffman were having 
an angry interchange when U S. 
Attorney Richard Schultz bounded 
to the lecturn, waved his finger 
at Seale and told the judge that 
before court had begun that morn-

Garry, Seale's chief attorney-, re
covered from an operation. When 
Seale and the seven other Con
spiracy defendants insist upon ex
ercising this right, they are ac
cused of disrupting the judicial 
process. 

Again, as during the convention, 
a near police state obtains. Chicago 
police and U.S. marshals have 
taken over the entire federal build
ing " to preserve order," as though 
the forces of disorder were to be 
found in front of the judicial bench, 
not behind it. It has become a 
truism: whenever threats, denial 
of basic rights and police state 
machinery fail to break the revolu
tionary spirit, a police riot takes 
place--in this courtroom as in Chi-

trial to begin. 
The Panther leader--the only 

one of us who is Black—harks 
back to a law passed during Recon
struction to substantiate his de
mand that he be allowed to defend 
himself. Hoffman Insists that our 
lawyer, William Kunstler, is 
Seale's lawyer, too, but Bobby in
sists—without antagonism to Kun-
stler--that his choice Is Garry. 
Failing that, he prefers to defend 
himself. His defense is, or was, 
simple. He only spoke when his 
name was mentioned by a witness 
or when the other attorneys had 
finished cross examination. 

The government position is that 
Seale made his point for the appel
late record during the first days 

ing Seale had told his followers 
in the courtroom to be ready to 
attack. Seale slammed his hand on 
the table and shouted: "You know 
I told them to cool it. You're a 
l iar ." 

At this point the judge ordered 
marshals to seat Seale. They threw 
him down into his chair twisting 
his arm. Court soon recessed and 
the judge warned Seale he would 
be dealt with appropriately. 

After the recess, nearly all 
Blacks, hippies and underground 
pressmen found that their places In 
the courtroom had been filled by 
a gallery of middle-aged people 
who seemed to resemble most the 
political hacks who filled the con
vention with "We love Mayor Da

ley" placards last year. 
Then came the gagging. No mat

ter how prepared we were for it, 
everyone—even most newsmen--
found it unbelievable and emotion
ally intolerable. But the gagging 
also demonstrated once again that 
the spirit of the people was greater 
than the man's technology: Bobby 
wasn't silenced. 

When court resumed two Black 
marshals carried Bobby into the 
courtroom, his ankles and wrists 
manacled to a metal chair and 
a single piece of cloth like a large 
handkerchief pulled across his 
open mouth and tied behind his 
head. 

When the judge brought in the 
jury it was clear several of the 
jurors were emotionally shaken. 
Even the government representa
tives seemed desperately uncom
fortable. 

Bobby almost immediately began 
to speak, once again demanding 
his constitutional rights to defend 
himself. The tone of his voice 
was muffled: that only added to 
the drama. The judge instructed 
marshals to improve the gagging. 

From Wednesday afternoon un
til Friday morning marshals (and 
one supposes various specialists 
and scientists) attempted to con
struct a perfect gag and continually 
failed. 

Seale was next brought Into the 
courtroom In a wooden chair with 
leather straps around his ankles 
and wrists, presumably to stop the 
sound of the clanking chains, but 
it only made Bobby appear to be 
in an electric chair. Over the 
original cloth gag, the marshals 
began to add more cloth, one inch 
wide strips of adhesive tape and 
gauze stretch bandages. They were 
bound over the top and back of 
his head and tied under his chin 
to keep his mouth closed. 

On Oct. 30 Bobby attempted to 
loosen his left arm and scribbled 
a note that his circulation was 
being cut off. The note was given 
to Weinglass who told the court 
that Seale had difficulty with cir
culation in his left arm, request
ing the straps be loosened. While 
the marshals were loosening the 
strap on his left arm, Bobby mut
tered and shook his head violently 
to indicate his pain. 

Then, the police riot began. The 
marshals struck him in the groin, 
in the chest and in the face with 
short punches or elbow blows. 
Jerry Rubin was hit In the face 
by a marshal's elbow as Jerry 
tried to point out the violence that 
was taking place. 

Seale was then removed again. 
The jury which had gone out just 
as the violence began, did not see 
the beating. 

When the jury came back in, 
Rennie Davis stood and told them 
Seale was beaten and tortured out 
of their presence. Hoffman again 
sent the jury out. 

By Friday Oct. 21 it was clear 
the trial was heading toward an 
explosive climax. Seale scribbled 
a note saying he was now being 
subjected to cruel and unusual pu
nishment because his blood circu
lation was being cut off and his 

breathing made difficult and he 
was running a fever because the 
gagging was irritating a tonsil con
dition he had. Conspiracy attorneys 
made a motion that the trial be 
recessed so they and two de
fendants--Rubin and myself--
could fly to San Francisco to con
sult with Garry about the next 
steps in dealing with the crisis. 

With great reluctance, the gov
ernment and the judge allowed the 
recess. Hoffman warned us against 
making press statements because 
he did not want to be in bed watch
ing television and see himself or 
the government vilified. I said that 
the purpose of the trip was to see 
what could be done next in re
solving the crisis but that I would 
not be gagged. 

The meeting in San Francisco 
Involved members of the Panther 
central committee and representa
tives of the firm of Charles Garry. 
Attorney Arthur Kinoy was also 
there from New York. 

Garry resumed practice on a 
part time basis Oct. 29, but even 
this present level of activity runs 
against the wishes of his doctors. 
There is no possibility of Garry 
entering a rough and tumble trial 
on a daily basis until mid-
November or later. 

Even if Garry were well, how
ever, we feel that this case has 
been so hopelessly prejudiced that 
his coming would only be a tran
quilizer for the judge--not a step 
toward a "fair t r ia l ." 

Garry 's position is that the trial 
should be dismissed or that at 
the very least, Seale should be 
allowed to defend himself and that 
the government is entirely to blame 
for what has happened. The Panther 
Party position is that the case is 
a clear demonstration of the lack 
of justice for Black people. 

Our meeting on the coast ex
hausts at this point any faint hope 
the government might have had 
for using Garry to get itself off 
the hook The government must 
now escalate the gagging of Bobby, 
remove him from the case, move 
for a mistrial or what is perhaps 
most likely for a while at least, 
attempt to go ahead with the spec
tacle, hoping that Seale and Garry 
will get the blame. 

In the meantime Garry and many 
other lawyers are joining in a suit 
in a Chicago district court to dis
miss charges against everyone or 
let Seale defend himself. The suit 
will be filed Nov. 4. If denied, 
they will appeal. 

As for the Conspiracy, we are 
aiming our struggle at the Nov. 
13-15 antiwar demonstrations led 
by Rennte Davis and Dave Dellinger 
on the two coasts and a march on 
the Justice Department Nov. 15 
to stop the trial and free Bobby. 

On the East Coast it is really 
necessary to tie the Nov. 15 demon
stration to the trial. There should 
be actions on the 13th and 14th 
at federal buildings throughout the 
country to stop the trial. 

We think the entire trial is such 
a travesty--from the nature of the 
law, to the way we were indicted, 
to the proceedings inside the court
room—that it is completely ille
gitimate. To say "Stop the t r ial" 
or to say "F ree Huey" is really 
to say that there is no such thing 
as a fair trial possible for polit
ical dissenters and ideological 
crimes. 

Reprinted from 

GUARDIAN 

STATEMENT - THE 

THE CHICAGO 8 » — 
COMMITTEE 

Anyone who has closely been 
following the trial in Chicago now 
must realize that Fascism is run
ning rampant in courts where po
litical prisoners are being tried. 
I have been following the trial 
closely and the proceedings ofthat 
kangaroo court under the direction 
of "Judge Magoo" has hardened 
my stand behind the Black Panther 
Party and I am quite certain it 
has also won the vangaurd party 
increased support. 

Chairman Bobby, has made evi
dent by the treatment he has re
ceived, to the whole of America 
what has been known by many 
Black brothers who have come in 
contact with justice in a racist 
society, a fair impartial trial is 
impossible. Chairman Bobby asks 

for only what he is entitled to 
under the consltution, that being: 
the right to cross examine 
witnesses, the right to represent 
himself or have a lawyer of his 
own choice. All these have been 
denied, Judge Hoffman is truly 
a "blatant racist" , for he has 
denied them to Bobby. 

Judge Hoffman, merely Tricky 
Dick's '"flunky", is trying to have 
the trial labeled a mistrial, drop 
all charges and prevent the in
evitable, an appeal to the higher 
courts. They realize that if this 
so-called riot conspiracy law was 
ever tested for constitutionality 
it would not survive , it is an ob
vious denial of the free speech 
amendment. 

The purpose of the trial as 

everyone knows, is to make it 
appear that the violence of last 
year 's demonstration was planned 
by the eight now on trial, this is 
utterly ridiculous and completely 
unfounded. The denial of the eight, 
Bobby Seale In particular, the right 
to cross examine witnesses is an 
obvious attempt to cover up some
thing. Whatever is trying to be 
hidden must be vital to the court 
because they are denying those 
on trial their constitutional rights. 

A conspiracy does exist how
ever, a governmental conspiracy of 
suppression of political activists 
Black and White who are hell bent 
on kicking the racists, the capi
talists and others who would not 
grant self-determination to people, 
out of places of power. The eves 

of the world are on this court 
thanks to Chairman Bobby's un
daunted cry for justice, credit must 
also be given to Judge Magoo, 
for his inability to cope with 
Bobby's cry, he has shed much 
light on the suppressive policy of 
Tricky Dick and his running dog 
flunkies. P eople are not going for 
all the bulls--t America preaches, 
the inconsistancies are becoming 
clearer and the people of the 
U.S. (oppressed peoples) are 
forming a proletarian inter-
nationalistic force that will rise 
and crush the pig power structure. 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!! 

John Coleman 

We 20,000 Sanya workers firmly 
support the struggle of the Black 
Panther Party. The people of Japan 
and the U.S. will win over the 
state power in their struggle a-
gainst U.S. imperialism. We demand 
the immediate release of Mr. Bobby 
Seale, the Chairman of the Black 
Panther Party who is being un
justly detained by the U.S. author
ities. We believe that the struggle 
of the Black Panther Party is also 
the struggle of our Sanya workers. 
We sincerely hope we will struggle 
hand in hand until victory. 

Sanya Liberation Committee 
Shinji Tamura, Chairman 

We also express our warmest 
solidarity with all members of the 
Black Panther Party. 
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JUDICIAL TERROR POSES 
AS LAW AND ORDER 

by: William L. Patterson 

The judicial wing of American 
ruling class democracy again 
stands before the world naked and 
unashamed. Bereft of any sem
blance of justice or morality, it 
seeks to hide its class and racist 
character by demanding obser
vance of and obeisance to the 
"sanctity of the Law." Four hun
dred years of legal sanctity has 
left Black America stripped of his 
inalienable human dignity and 
White America stripped of any 
trace of humanism by a class that 
has never possessed either the one 
or the other. 

cause célèbre. Its grave signifi
cance lies in the fact that both 
Court and prosecution are using 
this case as the spearhead for 
mounting a drive in the courtroom 
upon "due process of law", con
stitutional guarantees, human dig
nity and rights and peace. 

The case cannot be isolated. Its 
background makes isolation from 
the mainstream of struggle 
basically to change the course of 
American democracy an impos
sibility. 

The indictments charging con
spiracy to incite to riot flows out 

WIL LI AM PA TTERSON 
The scene unfolds in the Chicago 

courtroom of Judge Julius Hoff
man. He is presiding in the case 
now universally known as the case 
of the "Chicago Eight." There are 
eight defendants. One of them is 
a Black man, a Black American, 
a Black human being In a country 
where racism is a policy of gov
ernment. Bobby Seale is the co-
founder of the Black Panthers for 
self-defense now known as the 
Black Panther Party. 

The trial has worldwide signifi
cance for as goes the democracy 
of the ruling class of the United 
States so may go the fate of man
kind. The case thus becomes a 

of the challenging attempt of thou
sands of citizens of the U S A 
Black and White alike to secure 
from the Platform Committee of 
the Democratic Party's Chicago 
Presidential Campaign Convention 
of 1968 a platform reflecting the 
vital interests of the people re
gardless of creed or color as op
posed to the interests of monop
oly capital. The people were de
manding a peace plank. They 
wanted an end to the racist prac
tices that characterize America's 
major parties conventions; they 
wanted adequate schools and 
housing, efficient hospitalization 
and above all--security, job se

curity where the wages would leave 
something for the rainy day. They 
wanted an America for the people. 
Their efforts failed momentarily. 
Their democratic demonstrations 
were smashed by a police, trained 
for and systematically incited to 
use force and violence against the 
people. 

As the masses were beaten they 
persisted in the attempt to voice 
their grievances. Mass arrests 
followed. Rioting was charged, in
stigated the indictments alledged, 
by the "Chicago Eight". It was 
a conspiracy of City, State and Fed
eral governments, a conspiracy to 
quell the people's fight to put an 
end to aggression wars. Mass ar
rests followed. The eight were in
dicted as the ruling class deter
mined to carry its terror into the 
courtroom. 

Judge Julius J. Hoffman was as
signed the task of legally Institut
ing the terror as a responsible 
mobster would. 

There are lessons of inesti
mable value in this trial but one 
stands above all others. White pro
gressives are learning what Blacks 
have long argued, that terror, force 
and violence will be their lot un
less they stand and fight for the 
enforcement of the Constitution 
where the rights of any American 
are endangered. And for a peoples 
victory what is historically im
perative is the unity of the people. 

Here in this Chicago Federal 
Court is a classical example of 
what City, State and Federal of
ficialdom means by "law and 
order" . Law and order, by those 
in power in that branch of govern
ment that is declared to be dedi
cated to justice and equality. Here 
is American fascism in its nascent 
form as it develops on the judi
cial front. 

The eight defendants led by 
Bobby Seale have not been docile 
observers to a judicial trampling 
on constitutional rights. They have 
not seen their arrests and this 
mockery of a trial as an isolated 
phenomenon. For them the trial 
has become a vital phase in the 
fight of all for which 
they stand. They came to 
Chicago to fight, to protest, to 
cry aloud. Seale hopes to awaken 

, the American people. He has made 
the courtroom a battleground of 
the Black liberation struggle. He 
has emerged on the fighting front 
of democracy as a national figure. 
He has linked his battle against 
racism, that of his people, that of 
progressives with the fight for 
world peace and the liberation of 
all people. 

He has shown how to mount an 
offensive struggle in a court of law, 

DOUBLE EXPOSURE 
The repression and fascist tac

tics perpetrated against Chairman 
Bobby Seale were so outright and 
brutal that the most vile curse 
word in any language cannot de
scribe such treatment. 

Bobby was not permitted the 
right to his choice of counsel and 
then when he asked the court 
(under the fascist, racist dictates 
of Judge Hoffman) to let him exer
cise his constitutional right of 
defending himslef--he was denied 
by Pig Hoffman. In desperation, the 
Chairman began to show to the 
whole world how the Pigs of the 
Power structure were actually 
railroading him--were making it 
possible so that Bobby would be 
convicted on the trumped-up 
charge, "conspiracy to incite a 
riot by crossing state lines." 
Bobby, trying to exercise his right 
of cross-examination which was 
repeatedly denied, started calling 
Judge Hoffman a racist, fascist 
pig. At this time Bobby was put 
through cruel and inhuman torture 
of the likes that was not even done 
in Nazi Germany under the mock
ery of a trial. Now Bobby Seale, 
Chairman of the Black Panther 
Party, victim of fascist America, 
has been sentenced to four years 

of imprisonment for "contempt 
of court." Four Years!' 

I work for a United Bay Area 
Crusade Agency, the Bay Area 
Urban League. The members of 
our staff in one of the component 
offices saw an urgent need to come 
out with a statement denouncing 
the treatment of the Chairman of 
the Black Panther Party. All the 
directors of all the componet 
agencies got together and presen
ted the statement to the executive 
director. When it was mentioned 
to the executive director, he 
stated that the League couldn't 
take a position until after the 
"election." This is very key in 
point out how the Directors of 
Establishment funded programs 
are made to become puppets of 
the power structure. You see, the 
real reson why our executive dir
ector could not come out with a 
statement immediately is because 
he has to answer to a Board of 
Directors. And who is on the 
Board? Key people from the op
pressive ruling class. If the execu
tive makes a stand on something 
that is considered "controversial'" 
by the Board, he is most apt 
to lose his job, status, and career. 

Now Bobby Seale is facing a 

four year jail sentence, and also 
a murder trail is awaiting him in 
Conn. If the fascist Power Struc
ture was this brutal to Bobby 
because of a "conspiracy to in
cite a riot" charge, you know they 
have something a thousand times 
more tortuous and heinous a-
waiting him in Conn. 

Now Is the time to actively speak 
out against these fascist tactics. 
By not. speaking out against such 
acts of oppression, is only main
taining and supporting the same 
Power Structure. The same fascist 
racist pigs (like pig Hoffman) who 
have a set plan of repression for 
all poor and oppressed peoples of 
the world! These people who are 
worried about their jobs, status, 
and careers are the same people 
who, when the pigs of the ruling, 
oppressive power structure are 
through with their services, will 
stomp on them and throw them 
aside like used toilet paper. 

We say Revolution in our Life
time 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
Leslie Johnson 

so-called. As usual, the object of 
the court's rage is the Black de
fendant. His leadership in the fight 
of the defendants to safeguard and 
protect American democracy in a 
court so-called of "law and order" 
is an inspiring thing. Those who 
rule our country have tried to give 
an aura of righteousness to their 
courts. They proclaim this insti
tution's absolute impartiality. An 
air of sanctity envelopes judicial 
chambers. One must pay obeisence 
to the court, stand when the judge 
arr ives , stand when he leaves and 
address him as "Your Honor." 

The history of the treatment of 
Black Americans in court where 
it has been openly asserted that 
Blacks had no rights that Whites 
need observe, not even that of 
life itself, offers classical refuta
tion of the Court's integrity, honor 
and common decency. 

Bobby Seale has carried the of
fensive mounted in the streets by 
Black militants in their magni
ficent struggles against racist 
tyranny into the courtroom and with 
a savagery rarely exhibited in an 
American courtroom even against 
a Black man. The court has 
directed that he be gagged and 
chained. Seale demanded as his 
RIGHT, cousel of his choosing. 
In lieu of that he demanded as 
of right, to be permitted to defend 
himself, to cross-examine the gov-
erments' paid witnesses, to ques
tion decisions. A Nazi court had 
offered George Dimitrov, a com
munist leader no less, as Dimi
trov stood before that body con
demning Nazi criminality before 
the world. Seale challenges the 
criminal racist policies that those 
who rule America have made a 
way of life abroad as well as at 
home. 

The hour to end racism in every 
phase of the life of our country 
and the relations of its citizens 
one towards another has come. The 
case of Bobby Seale cannot be iso
lated from the fight for an America 
governed by men of peace and 
domestic tranquility. The case of 
Bobby cannot be isolated from the 
American life lest it recur tomor
row. The conduct of our courts 
must be determined by the needs 
of the great masses, that their 
interests be zealously and jea
lously protected, that the nation 
may be unified and its security 
made secure. 

The Hoffmans must go. The 
Haynesworths must not emerge. 
The indictments in Chicago must 
be dismissed, the constitutional 
rights and human dignity of men 
and women who stand before a court 
must be relentlessly defended else 
their legal rights inevitably be 
denied. The value of Black-White 
unity in struggle has been demon
strated in the Chicago courtroom 
where a Black American takes the 
lead in a defense of our cherished 
rights and the fight for the unifica
tion of all progressive forces in the 
interest of national security. 

STATEMENT 

German 

SDS 
At the present moment the ruling 

clique of the U.S. is trying to 
destroy the Black Panther Party by 
means of brutal terrorism. Open 
attacks on the streets, jail without 
legal justification, plans for the 
violent occupation of the Black Pan
ther Party headquarters, and mur
der of the comrades working there-
the imperialist state starts with open 
terror ism. 

We have been educated by German 
history that the fascist murderous 
gang began its work when the con
tradictions within imperialism 
sharpened and the bourgeois-dem
ocratic system was no longer capa
ble of reconciling them. 

U.S. imperialism today is facing 
defeat by the heroic Vietnamese 
people's fight and the revolutionary 
movement is spreading all over 
Asia, Latin America and Africa. 
The imperialist rivals profit from 
the Vietnamese war; there is no 
more money to build up the facade 
of the welfare state. So the whole 
power structure is depending on the 
successful attempt to destroy rev
olutionary movements in the U S 
from their very beginning. The Black 
Panther Party will continue i ts rev
olutionary work even if the whole 
present leadership is put in jail. 
The Party is one with the masses, 
and expresses their needs and 
formulates these as a clear pro
gram. Because the Party is serving 
the people, it has inexhaustible sour
ces for fighting within the Black 
community. The Black masses now 
know that their destiny under im
perialism is to die on the battle 
field or to starve as members of 
the industrial reserve army (un
employed.) 

To the contrary: The persecution 
of the Black Panther Party comrades 
is convincing the other oppressed 
people in the U.S. to organize them
selves and to fight within a United 
Front Against Fascism. 

We, German SDS, will do our best 
to make these facts clear to the 
German people. Some has been done 
in West Germany by convincing 
Black people not to die in Vietnam. 
We shall invite the comrades of 
the Black Panther Party to West 
Germany this winter and we shall 
organize demonstrations to support 
them. We shall sharpen our own 
fight against imperialism which will 
be the best help we can offer to 
the struggling peoples. 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
Christian Semler, German SDS 

BENEFIT 
FOR 

NAT'L COMMITTEES 
COMBAT FASCISM 

AND TO FREE 
CHAIRMAN 

BOBBY SEALE 

NOV 
20 

FEATURING 

THE FOURTH WAY 
SOUL REFLECTIONS 
KWANEand the KWAN-DITOS 

AT THE OLD FILLMORE 
Donation FILLMORE & GEARY 

M.50 More announced later 
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TRIBUTE TO 

BOBBY SEALE 
There sits a man in a cold empty 

cell 
He is islanded, isolated from the 

other inmates 
He is denied proper living con

ditions 
His health grows worse and worse 
He IS MADE to attend that flunky 

session 
That session where he must listen 

and smell the farts 
OF PIG FASCIST JUDGE 

HOFFMAN 
Brothers and sisters his name is 

Bobby Seale 

He is Chairman of the people's 
army 

He has significances to all op
pressed people 

He is a man in the fullest sense 
He has done and is still doing 

all he can 
Brothers and sisters 
Brother Bobby loves the people 

He believes In complete freedom, 
justice, equality, liberation and 
peace for all oppressed people 

He is a revolutionary 
He stands in solidarity with 

Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Black 
people, Indians and poor 
exploited Whites 

He stands with everybody who is 
in need of freedom 

He is laying his life on the line 
for the people 

What greater gift can a man give 

Malcom X (El Hajj El Malik El 
Shabazz) beams through him 

He is one of Malcolm's beloveth 
sons 

He will keep on doing for the people 
Never giving thought of himself 
So faithful, bold, strong and true 
This is the spirit of Comrade 
Bobby G. Seale 

The people continue 
The oppression continues 
Bobby Seale will still be there 
And when the people achieve total 

victory 
They will remember and love that 

brave Black man 
CHAIRMAN BOBBY SEALE 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
White Plains Branch, N Y. 10601 
James Willie Worth Jr. 

MARTIN SOSTRE LAUNCHES HIS 
ATTACK ON THE RULING CLASS 

New York (LNS) — "Raise your 
right hand' ' , said the clerk of the 
court. Martin Sostre raised his 
fist, took the oath, and began his 
prosecution of Nelson Rockefeller 
and three state prison officials for 
"cruel and unusual punishment" 
of prisoners. For Martin Sostre, 
the trial on October 29 was the pro
duct of ten years of struggle both 
in and out of prison against 
America's racist power structure. 
For the exploited people of 
America, it is a unique symbol 
of an oppressed man rising up 
against his supposedly unreachable 
enemy. 

Nelson Rockefeller is used to 
putting Black people in jail, but 
he's not used to being brought to 
trial by one of them. Nor is it 
common that the wardens, like 
Harold Follette of Green Haven 
Prison, who order the tortures and 
harassment of prisoners, are ex
posed and brought to trial. Sostre's 
determination brought him through 
four years of solitary confinement 
from 1960 to 1964. He was put 
there after he had successfully 
taken action against the warden of 
Attica State Prison to allow distri
bution of Black Muslim literature 
and practice of Islam. In 1968 
he was thrown back in prison and 
put in solitary for thirteen more 
months on a phony narcotics 
charge. (He was really arrested 
because he was a community 
organizer during the 1967 Buffalo 
Black rebellion.) Both of these 
punishments were designed to keep 
him from circulating among the 
prisoners and advising them of 
their rights. 

Sostre was on the stand all day 
on the opening of the tr ial , giving 
evidence about his mistreatment 
and the mistreatment of other 
prisoners by the warden. He and 
his attorney, Victor Rabinowitz, 
produced nearly twenty letters that 
had been tampered with by the 
prison officials; letters written by 
Sostre that were never sent, and 
censored letters that were de
livered to him. Sostre was calm 
and unemotional as he described 
his experiences at Green Haven 
Prison. 

As soon as he arrived at Green 
Haven, he was put in solitary con
finement, a punishment that 
indicates that they knew who he 
was and they had special plans 
for him. But "cruel and unusual" 
punishment is not so unusual in 
prison, and Sostre related the story 
of a man in the next cell. 

Sostre had been communicating 
with him through the wall and found 
out that the man's ankle had been 
injured (possibly broken) by a 
guard. Sostre counselled him to 
register a complaint with the war
den. One night soon after, Sostre 
heard guards enter the man's cell 
and beat him. The next morning 
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THE PEOPLE DEM. IN SUPPORT OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 
Sostre was told that the man had 
"committed suicide." 

In solitary confinement a man is 
confined to a small cell with only 
a bare electric bulb that stays on 
all the time. He is allowed out 
only one hour a day for exercise, 
deprived of any work program or 
reading material, allowed to bathe 
and shave only once a week, and 
a guard awakens him every half 
hour at night. 

The defense attorney, Walsh, 
tried to object to as much of the 
evidence as possible. For example, 
he said that it wasn't clear that 
letters which had been partially 
blacked out or cut and scotch-
taped had been censored, and he 
insisted that the identity of prison 
guards (who don't wear" badges) 
be given before they are quoted. 
It was clear however, that his 
objections could not stop the prose
cution. He looked more and more 
uncomfortable as the evidence ac
cumulated and as the judge over
ruled his objections. 

During the cross examination, 
Walsh tried to prove that Sostre 
had not received unusual punish
ment. He succeeded--and in 
doing so, proved conclusively that 
brutal and unjust punishment is 
widespread and that Sostre has 
been mistreated by New York's 
prisons ever since he entered them 
in 1952. 

Walsh has the support of the state 
government behind him, but he cer

tainly didn't have the courtroom 
behind him. The seats in back were 
filled with Sostre's supporters. 
When Sostre came In, he saluted 
them with his fist and talked with 
some of them over the barrier 
between the spectator benches and 
the center of the court. When Walsh 
came in, he frowned on the scene 
of nearly a hundred people, about 
half of them Black and most of 
them young, who were frowningat 
him while waiting for Martin Sostre 
and Victor Rabinowitz to tear into 
him. 

At one point, Walsh submitted 
a packet of Sostre's revolutionary 
writings taken from his cell and 
asked him if they were indeed his 
writings. Sostre replied that they 
were except for the last sentence 
which, he said, was obviously a 
well known quote. Sostre was asked 
to read the sentence. He read, 

"Political powor grows out of 
the barrel of a gun". Walsh was 
puzzled. 

"Who said that"? He asked. 
"Mao Tse-tung", replied 

Sostre, and the courtroom broke 
out laughing. 

Judge Constance Baker Motley, 
a Black woman, seems to have 
some sympathy for the case; she 
granted the original preliminary 
injunction releasing Sostre from 
solitary in September. Judge 
Motley wrote at the time: "A pre
liminary injunction is an extraor
dinary remedy which should be 

issued only upon a clear showing 
of probable success and possible 
irreparable damage to the moving 
party". But she is still a federal 
judge, and federal judges are ap
pointed by the government. Martin 
Sostre's case has already re
sulted in the firing of the editor 
of the Boston Globe for an article 
on Sept. 8 exposing his frame-up 
and political imprisonment, so lt 
appears that there are higher au
thorities directing Jhe case. 

There was excitement In the 
courtroom because the people 
there were with Sostre, as were 
the 250 people who picketed out
side the courthouse before the 
trial. The pickets, organized by 
Youth Against War and Fascism, 
were demonstrating in support of 
all political prisoners withbanners 
saying " F r e e Huey", "F ree Bob
by", " F r e e the Conspiracy 8" 
and just about every other major 
political prisoner. 

In the arena of political trials, 
Martin Sostre's stands out because 
he is on the offensive, he is prose
cuting the men and the class that 
are trying to put him and his bro
thers away. It may even be pos
sible for him to win some son-
cessions on procedures for placing 
prisoners in solitary. But more 
importantly, Sostre's case will 
serve as an example of de
fiance--where one man has iso
lated the enemy and commenced 
the. attack. 

Can Capitalism Exist Without Racism? 
NO!"The evil system of colonial

ism and imperialism arose and 
throve with the enslavement of 
Negroes and the trade in Negroes, 
and it will surely come to its end 
with the complete emancipation of 
the Black people.'• ... Mao Tse Tung 

The terms capitalism plus racism 
breeds fascism has a very deep and 
significant meaning upon the masses 
who suffer under such evils. 

First, analysing the term 
" r ac i sm" , we find it was actually 
used as a deceptive piece in the 
form of demagogy to deceive the 
masses as to the real motive of 
the ruling class. In order to use 
Black people, in the oppressed con
ditions in which they lived in and 
are still living in, the ruling class 
had to justify the reasons why they 
keep Black people bound and shack
led to the land on which they were 
enslaved. Racism, being manifested 
in such examples as Black people 
were lazy, shiftless, inferior 
mentally and being born with a 
manifest destiny of slavery, was an 

easy outlet to their (oppressor) 
real motive for the oppression of 
Black people. Black people were a 
source of free labor! 

In looking objectively at capital
ism, we find that once racism was 
solidly implanted in the minds of 
the people as a justification of 
slavery, the oppressive pigs began 
to expand the area of exploitation 
to other ethnic groups in an at
tempt to create conditions wherein 
there would be complete social and 
economic subjugation on the part of 
the American people as a whole. 

The pig power structure perpetu
ates racism as a tool to divide and 
conquer. By not only deceiving op
pressed people as a whole, the ruling 
class also creates racism amongst 
various ethnic groups by granting 
a few more dollars, in the form of 
poverty programs, to one ethnic 
group in order to paint the picture 
of "favoritism.•" The result isthat 
attitudes of antagonism and discon
tent is bred in one ethnic group 
against another. These conditions 

that were created by pigs to serve 
pigs, serve as an outlet for the 
exploitation of the people as a whole. 

We know that a capitalist, by his 
very nature is a blood-sucker. Now 
in order to be a blood-sucker, the 
conditions must be such as to place 
at the disposal of the blood-sucker, 
someone's blood to suck. 

The conditions for exploitation and 
oppression of the people can only 
come about by means of demagogy 
(lying) and/or terror. America was 
built on political hypocracy and 
bloody violence! In a word-Fascism: 

The ruling class dissiminates all 
types of lies through the mass 
media (newspapers, TV, radio, etc.) 
by word of mouth in the churches, 
etc. with the end result being that 
it keeps the masses of people con
fused, thus divided, thus conquered. 

When these lies cease to be funct
ional, and they are, the only course 
left for the pig oppressor is to 
unlease a reign of terror , in the 
form of the police force and the 
standing armies, ui»n the people. 

Because the Black Panther Party 
is the Vanguard organization lead
ing the struggle for liberation in 
the correct manner in Babylon, be
cause the Black Panther Party has 
made it plain to the masses that 
the fascist ruling class uses the 
pretext of defending the national in
terests to carry out the class policy 
of oppressing and exploiting its own 
people, as well as robbing and en
slaving and murdering other people. 
Vietnam, Latin America, Asia, 
Africa, etc., the fascist 
plot to destroy the American peo
ples' Vanguard organization is to 
be expected. With Tricky Dick 
Nixon, J. Edgar Hog, Att. Gen. 
Mitchell, and Judge" Adolph'"Hoff
man at the helm of the conspiracy 
to destroy the Black Panther Party, 
open fascism has blatantly entered 
the courtrooms in the guise of 
"law and order." 

The Chairman of the Black Pan
ther Party. Bobby Seale has been 
railroaded by fascists practising 
blatant racism. The fact that Bobby 

Seale was continuously denied his 
"constitutional right of legal 
defense," and tried by a jury, not 
of his own peers, but of lilly-
white suburbanites, right wingers, 
Black lackies and capitalists.Which 
clearly shows that the oppressed 
people have no rights that the op
pressor is bound to respect. 
Combined with the fact that 'Adolph' • 

Hoffman has direct interest in the 
Vietnam war and he is a blatant 
racist, he knows that Bobby Seale 
is a dangerous threat to him and 
the rest of the ruling class power. 

Now that the people are hip to 
the madness perpetuated by these 
"do-gooders, there ain't no place to 
hide. The people will not forget who 
f—ed them around when the shoot
ing starts . 

RIGHT ON BOBBY! 
SEIZE THE TIME.' 

Richmond Branch, Black Panther 
Party 
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FROM THE B.P.P. SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE 
COPENHAGEN, DENMARK 

The following is a list of events 
which have occurred within the 
last three weeks challenging the 
staid and comfortable social demo
cracy of Sweden and Denmark: 

Stockholm, 30 September. The 
Swedish foreign minister, Torsten 
Nilsson, announced at the Social 
Democratic party congress in 
Stockholm, that the Swedish go
vernment would give North 
Vietnam 200 million Swedish 
crowns, over a three year period, 
as an aid in the rebuilding of the 
country. Futhermore, he stated in 
his speech that the Swedish govern
ment would shortly make yet an
other attempt to get Greece ex
cluded from the European Council. 

Immediately after this announ
cement the Swedish Great Copper 
Works - a firm which dates back 
to before Columbus - stated that 
they had lost a 200 million 
(Swedish crowns) contract with an 
American irm. However, the 
Swedish firm's American repre
sentative says that the contract was 
not final. The negotiations were 
actually made between a Canadian 
subsidiary of the Swedish firm and 
an American firm. 

October 1st, Olaf Palme was 
elected as Tage Erlander's poli
tical successor at the Social Demo
cratic congress and shortly after
wards he assumed duties as Prime 
Minister. Olaf Palme is the man 
who, eight months ago, took part 
In a Vietnam demonstration to
gether with the North Vietnamese 
Moscow Ambassador. After this 
America recalled her Ambassa
dor to Sweden and since that time 
the residence of the USA Am
bassador in Stockholm has 
remained empty. Palme himself 
says that he does not believe that's 
the reason America has not named 
a new government. "That would 
mean," he states, "that the 
American government should 
break off (diplomatic) relations 
with Greece, Spain, Bulgaria, South 
Africa, and all the other countries 
whose undemocratic regimes they 
do not sympathize with." 

October 7th, the Danish parlia
ment opened Its yearly session 
with an opening statement by the 
Prime Minister. According to the 
Danish constitution the Danish 
P.M. has to open the yearly session 
of parliament with a statement 
concerning the general state of 
affairs in the country, something 
like the American President's 
State of the Union message. How
ever, the P.M.'s statement is then 
debated In an opening debate which 
begins two days after parliament 
has officially opened. 

The political spokesman from 
each political party may speak, 
after which any member of parlia
ment who wishes to speak may do 
so. This is then followed by 
speeches from the ministers and 
then the political spokesmen and 
Individual members can speak 
again. This speaking arrange
ment is important because it gives 

large as well as small political 
parties an equal voice and the 
public and press turn out in full 
strength for the occassion. The 
Left Socialist's political spokes
man, Erik Sigsgaard, in his con
tribution to the opening debate in 
parliament October 9th, had a great 
deal to say about Denmark's re
lationship with the USA. He men
tioned that although no Dane Is in 
doubt that Poland and Czechoslo
vakia are deeply dependent on the 
Soviet Union it is more difficult for 
them to realize that Denmark Is 
also just as deeply dependent on 
its super power, the USA, but 
that Danish politicians, bootlicking 
Toms, or Danish meatball Toms, 
have learned literally how to mold 
themselves In order to escape 
American wrath. 

Sigsgaard then goes on to say, 
"The dependence grows each day 
proportionally with American 
firms as they get greater economic 
power in Denmark. It is therefore 
reasonable to be interested in that 
superpower which directs the de
velopment here to such a great 
degree, and lt Is necessary be
cause most of the press systema
tically refuses to disclose much of 
what is happening in the "USA". 
He then goes on to describe the 
circumstances around the trail of 
the Chicago Eight, lists the per
secution of the Panther Party with 
examples of the April events and 
names the arrest of Bobby Seale. 

He continues: "In spite of the 
fact that the persecution of the 
left wing forces is very open lt 
Is hidden nevertheless in the 
Danish press. ' It does not only 
include the Panther Party. 

Politically active students have 
been thrown out of their univer
sities throughout the entire land. 
Many are serving long prison sen
tences. A ban can be expected a-
gtinst SDS and the BPP. The 
black population on the whole is 
persecuted. The labor unions have 
also begun to be subjected to 
terror . Lately, the pickets in five 
large cities have been attacked 
by police forces called upon, as 
it is called, to protect the facto
ries' function. Many teachers, who 
had placed themselves on the side 
of the students In the conflict have 

been fired. San Francisco State 
College lost all their black tea
chers this summer. Theydeclared 
that they had felt themselves forced 
to leave because racism and other 
persecution made their stay im
possible." 

After mentioning the amount of 
American soldiers and draftees 
who have fled to Canada, the ren-
novatlon of the concentration 
camps which were used during the 
Second World War to intern the 
Japanese minority group, and the 
Internal Security Act from 1950, 
Sigsgaard says, " I bring this forth 
because there is much evidence 
that the USA is on the way to 
becoming a police state, and the 
left wing forces have found it nec
essary to establish a front against 
what they call fascism in the USA. 

"Because of Denmark*s depen
dence on the USA it is strongly 
relèvent and necessary that such 
things are brought forward also in 
such an important debate as this 
one which is being conducted to
day. American police forces and 
soldiers have not only been put 
in Laos, Vietnam,Panama, etc., 
but also in Berkely, Chicago, 
Greensboro. The well known 
student leader, Tom Hayden, says 
it this way: the poor people's 
war in Vietnam has now been 
carried to within America's own 
borders. And what can we in Den
mark do? We can in the least 
inform the public of the 
development. We can protest and we 
can finally lessen the dependence 
on the USA. But our silence gives 
consent and we then become ac
complices." 

And to test the case of Denmark's 
dependence on America there ar
rived Sunday morning, October 12, 
on the 7:55 flight from Paris , two 
deserters seeking political asylum 
in Denmark. 20 year old Ted Price 
and 22 year old Reginald Alderton 
were led by the lawyer, Mark Lane. 
The two deserters request of 
political asylum will be a trial 
case. The Minister of Justice says 
that each case is evaluated in
dependently and that principally 
all political refugees obtain 
asylum In Denmark. The Chairman 
from the Deserter Committee, 
Knud Jensen, Is implicit that the 
deserters not be ret rned to 
France if they are denied asylum 
here because their status in France 
is so doubtful. There they are 
treated differently, at the whims 
of different police and in some 
instances have been expelled from 
the country. As evidence of the 
uncertain fate which might await 
Price and Alderton the Chairman 
for the Deserter Committee in 
Par is , who happens to be an 
Austrian, has now for the second 
time been thrown out of the coun
try. Already on October 15th, the 
press were carrying stories of 
yet a third deserter who had asked 

for political asylum. However, 
unlike Alderton and Price, Robert 

Sweeney jumped ship while on 
NATO maneuvers and according 
to an agreement Denmark has with 
the USA he must be delivered to 
the American Authorities. How
ever, before the Americans could 
get their hands on him and be
cause his case was so unsure 
here in Denmark, Sweeney man- , 
aged to escape to Sweden to ask 
for asylum there. 

The Danish press , October 25th, 
carried a story in which it was 
reported that the foreign police 
have recommended to the Minister 
of Justice that the two deserters be 
denied either asylum or granted 
permission to stay and work in 
Denmark. Their reasons, which 
are only an attempt to miscredit 
these two young men not only in 
the eyes of the Danish public as a 
whole, but also to the government 
who will have the final decision 
regarding their case, are that 
Alderton had been Implicated in an 
assult case while he was in the 
army in West Germany, that he 
had served a sentence of 4 months 
for a violation of the narcotics law 
in France, that he had in the fall 
sought permission to stay in 
Sweden and had been refused and 
that neither of the two deserters 
were in the imminent danger of 
being sent to Vietnam. When the 
pigs were asked if they had re
ceived their information from the 
American authorities they said 
they could not answer that ques
tion, and in response to the ques
tion of whether they had received 
information from Alderton's law
yer in France regarding the nar
cotics case, they replied, no. 
The Danish pigs' reports seem to 
be built entirely upon information 
from the American military and 
should therefore have no influence 
on the case as it has been seen 
time after time how everything is 
done to miscredit deserters, to 
make them into the worst of scum 
from society. This is a form of 
political persecution. 

At the same time as the de
ser ters were applying for political 
asylum in Denmark the USA was 
sharpening its threats to stop a 
million dollar loan from the 
American Export Import Bank to 
SAS because of the Swedish 
Vietnam policy. Through SAS the 
American-Swedish strife will have 
direct consequences for Denmark. 
The threat was presented by the 
official spokesman for the Foreign 
Ministry in Washington, Carl Bart
en. The final decision has not yet 
been made and Sweden has been 
informed that there is still time 
to become more wise. THIS IS 
IMPERIALISTIC BLACKMAIL!!!! 
And it becomes blackmail not 
only directed to Sweden but also 
to Denmark and Norway because 
Sweden represents only three-
sevenths of SAS while Denmark and 
Norway represent two-sevenths 

each. An editorial written in "In-
formacion" states, October 15: 

"But now the case ofthe Swedish 

CHAIRMAN BOBBY 
aid to North Vietnam shows that the 
Americans also have an alarmingly 
large economic influence in a west 
European land which is neither a 
member of the Common Market 
nor NATO.. The threat to stop the 
loan through the American Export-
Import Bank has been enough to 
create fear in Swedish business 
circles and the anxiety has not 
become less since the Chairman 
for the American harbor workers, 
Thomas Gleason. has threatened 
to introduce a boycot against 
Swedish ships docking at all har
bors on the east coast and the gulf 

of Mexico... There is no doubt 
that the Americans have found an 
effective political method, by play
ing Swedish business against the 
Swedish government... 

"But the case concerning Den
mark is of a far more serious 
nature. Because of our connection 
to the USA through membership in 
NATO we have not been able to 
go as far as Sweden in criticism 
of the American Vietnam policy. 
In the meantime we have had an 
evident interest in that in any case 
a Nordic country could freely ex
press Its meaning on the war in 
Vietnam. It has given us the op
portunity that we, on a Nordic le
vel, have been able to contribute 
in political initltives which we 
could not dare take In our own 
hands being connected to NATO. 
It concerns, for example, the or
ganising of massive aid to the 
whole of Vietnam when the war 
is at sometime over... 
" . .The Danish government can un
derline to the USA that the market-
political pressures which are being 
used to limit a soverign nation's 
political market freedom is not 
within keeping with those ideals 
which we affiliated ourselves with 
when we signed the Atlantic pact." 

Denmark and Sweden mvst show 
the USA that they are free and in
dependent countries and will not be 
blackmailed into becoming yet an
other puppet on the string of 
American imperialism - USA dol
lar dominated colonies. 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 

THIRD WORLD COMMITTEE 
FOR SOLIDARITY WITH VIETNAM 

The Third World Committee for 
Solidarity with Vietnam, an anti
war coalition of Black and Third 
World groups and individuals, re
jects President Nixon's November 
3 speech as a stop gap action 
against anti-war mobilization and 
encourages all African Americans 
to join the fall offensive demon
strations scheduled In Washington 
D.C , November 13, 14 and 15. 

The federation, which includes 
the Black Liberation Alliance, the 
Illinois chapter of the Black Pan
ther Party, the Young Lords Or
ganization, a Puerto Rlcan youth 
group, the Young Socialist Alliance 
and the Arab Students Against the 
War, is currently visiting black 
college campuses and high schools 
to organize delegations to the 
national anti-war action in Wash

ington. 
Robert L. Lucas, national chair

man of the Black Liberation 
Alliance and spokesman for the 
coalition states, "The people of 
North Vietnam are engaged in a 
national liberation struggle 
against colonialist oppression and 
invasion by American and 
European aggressors just as 
African Americans In this country 
are fighting racist oppression at 
the hands of American capi
talists." 

"Présidant Nixon's phony de
claration of troops withdrawals In 
a recent six week period are ample 
proof of the administration's in
sincerity. It would take 297 years 
to withdraw all troops at the rate 
the U.S. is going now. The con
certed support of the African 

American community is needed at 
this time to intensify the demand 
to bring all the troops home now! 

A March Against Death is 
scheduled to begin November 13 
at Arlington National cemetery. 
On November 15, thousands of 
demonstrators will file past the 
White House. 

The Third World Committee 
asks persons interested in parti
cipating in the Washington demon
strations to contact: Third World 
Committee for Solidarity with 
Vietnam, 75 East 35th Street, 
Chicago. 

TRIAL OF N.Y. 21 

STARTS NOV. 17 
The trial of the N.Y. 21 starts 

on Nov. 17. Thirteen kidnapped 
brothers and sisters have been held In 
"preventive detention" in lieu of 
$100,000.00 ransom. Now the fascist 
pig power structure is moving to 
railroad these Freedom Fighters 
to prison on trumped up charges 
that carry as much as 243 years. 

When racist Judge Hoffman or
dered Chairman Bobby Seale gagged 
and chained, it became very clear 
that " a Black man doesn't have any 
rights that a White man is bound 

to respect." 
The N.Y. 21 will be subjected to 

the same type of fascist justice 
when they appear before pig Judge 
Murtagh at the Federal Court House 
at Foley Square, on Nov. 17, 1969. 

We are asking all people who 
are concerned about constitutional 
justice to come out in support of 
these political prisoners. 

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISON
ERS 
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U.S. PILOTS CAPTURED IN VIETNAM 

REPRINTED FROM 
VIETNAM COURIER 

THEIR MESSAGES 
TO WASHINGTON 

Editor's Note : Quan Doi Nhan 
Dan (People's Army) has just 
published a long reportage on US 
pilots captured and now detained in 
North Viet Nam. The following is 
one of the final chapters of this story. 
Subheads are ours. 

" » A i E have been duped." 
Y Y " They have lied to us ." 

" Mr. Johnson and his 
entourage are big liars ! " 

Such is the bitter resentment felt 
by most of the American " strong
men " who have been captured 
and brought to this detention camp. 
So many of those sad realities have 
dawned upon them, one after the 
other. They had no idea they had 
erred so much in the past in their 
thinking. 

Is i t true • that the Vietnamese 
communists are very cruel ? Is it 
true that the Vietnamese people are 
living a very wretched life under a 
totalitarian regime and are longing 
for the Americans to come and 
liberate them ? Is it true that the 
North Vietnamese communists are 
very ruthless ? Is it true that one 
cannot escape torture and death 
once in their hands ? Is it true 
that the Asians, the Vietnamese 
in particular, are very backward 
and ignorant and long for the US 
to come and bring them civilization 
and prosperity ? 

THEY SHOULD KNOW BETTER 
THEIR ADVERSARY 

H ERE is a passage from an open 
letter sent to Washington 
by Captain L.P. : 

" Mr. Johnson, what you said does 
not fit in with facts. Either you 
yourself are deceived or you have 
deliberately deceived us. In North 
Viet Nam, people are going to the 
polls very regularly. Their govern
ment is an elected one, a thing very 
few of us in the States know. Their 
economy is indeed still at a low level 
but it is developing very promisingly. 
The Vietnamese are imbued with 
very ardent patriotism. Thev strongly 
hate the aggressors. Thev are a 
very civilized, human and tolerant 
people. They have given us a very 
kind treatment not of any obligation 
but out of their kind hearts, because 
they have a long tradition of huma
nity toward defeated enemies who 
have surrendered. They are very 
open-minded and know many things 
more than we do. I have known 
only a few persons but all those I 
have met show a wide knowledge, 
a high culture and especially a very 
kind heart. " 

Navy Lientenant Commander Allen 
Stratton, captured on January 5, 
1967, told a foreign journalist : " You 
ask me what message I want to send 
to the authorities in the US. Well, 
that 's this : they must weigh care
fully before embarking on a war. 

They should understand the oppo
nent better. Our adversary's unshak
able resolve can only increase in 
proportion to our escalation. We 
want you to understand that here 
most of us were captured by rifle-
holding farmers working on their 
fields. They are fighting back at us 
not only with the force of their 
army which is already something 
very formidable, but also with the. 
strength of their people which is 
even more formidable." He contin
ued, with his head bent : "Here, 
only when some of us met together 
did we know that a great many of 
us had been captured by Vietnamese 
women. They held weapons of all 
kinds : carbines, rifles, knives, sticks, 
and also farm tools like hoes, 
weeders and fishing tackles. We 
want the men in Washington to know 
in detail this very unusual sight : 
OUT plane was shot down and we 
bailed out. American aircraft were 
swarming overhead, bombing and 
strafing the surroundings. That made 
our hair stand on end. Yet, the 
Vietnamese rushed out to capture us 
while their air defence batteries 
continued to thunder furiously. They 
rushed to us with sparkling eyes and 
tight lips. They brandished their 
guns on us. The only thing we could 
do was to drop everything that 
could be considered a weapon and 
raise our hands to ask for mercy. 
This frightful moment when we 
thought we were going to depart 
from this life is still fresh in my 
mind. I'll never forget i t ." 

COMPLETELY USELESS 
PREPARATIONS 

I N early 1969, after Nixon took 
office on January 20, I met Air 
Force Lieutenant F.S. in the 

courtyard of the camp. I asked him : 
"Well, Johnson has left the White 
House and Nixon has just moved in. 
What do you think of i t ? " He hesi
tated for a while, then spoke in the 
same breath as if he had been ponder
ing over it long before : "Yes, it 
means Mr. Johnson has gone back to 
Texas. There he has a verv big 
ranch. But he may not, in good 
conscience, forget us here. He is 
indebted to us. I t is he who has 
sent us here. Can it be that he will 
now sit idly to watch his milch cows 
and leave us in the lurch ? " 

This debt Johnson has not paid 
them, but the Americans here have 
already been thinking with appre
hension of the treatment the Nixon 
administration would mete out to 
them if ever they should be fortu
nate enough to return to the States. 
This is a matter what is torment
ing some of them day and night. 

It is the fear of being charged 
with " guilty behaviour ", with 
" co-operation with the enemy " , 
with " treason " once back in the 

United States. I wanted to inquire 
deeper into this question. One day 
in early April 1969, I talked about 
this with an Ah Force Captain for 
a whole afternoon. He said : ' ' As 
we had lost more and more pilots 
and the number captured and detain
ed by you was increasing steadily, 
our military authorities felt it more 
and more imperative to teach us 
how to behave if captured. The basic 
document was the 'Code of Conduct' 
which stipulated that we could 
only disclose to our adversary four 
things : name, rank, service number 
and date of birth. " After some 
moments of thinking and looking 
down at his striped pyjamas as if to 
ascertain that he was actually in the 
conditions defined by the " Code of 
Conduct " he went on : " I still re
member that the Code was issued in 
August 1955. It was President Eisen
hower himself who oversaw the 
drafting of the code and signed it 
into law, following the Korean war. 
Lieutenant Commander B.N., my 
superior, who had taken part in the 
Korean war, related to me that the 
captur.'d GIs in Korea made so many 
declarations that it became a matter 

general rank and five top civilian 
officials in the US. " 

He paused, sipped some hot 
tea, then continued leisurely : " We 
not only had to learn by heart the 
' Code of Conduct ' but also to 
undergo a period of seven to ten 
days of training in the ' survival ' 
schools. There we were taught how 
to find an escape route after falling 
in a jungle, to seek for food by 
oneself, to radio for help, to answer 
not beyond the four questions pre
scribed in case of capture, to endure 
hunger, thirst and torture, to escape 
prison, to keep silence because to 
keep silence and not to give away 
any information is also a weapon (!). 
What an irony it was this two-week 
program of survival ! It was com
pletely useless ! We have met together 
in this camp and all of us agreed 
the pocket-books that were supposed 
to guide us in finding edible leaves 
and plants, in catching and finding 
bird nests, or the packs of cards 
printed with various kinds of edible 
plants, fruit and tubers as well as 
the fishing nets, hooks, saws, 
knives... are all to no avail. Because 
no sooner had we bailed out than 

REVOLUTIONARY 

of grave concern for Mr. Eisenhower 
and his aides. At the time, the con
sensus was that never before had 
there been such a massive decline 
of morale and such a massive co
operation with the enemy. Nobody 
ever tried to escape from his camp. 
Mr. Eisenhower very painfully made 
a remark which I will quote to you : 
' We have shown ourselves not to be 
brave enough when confronting the 
enemy in the prison, face to face, 
wit to wit, culture to culture, on 
an individual basis.' The Govern
ment then ordered the Army to 
make a full-scale investigation into 
the US prisoners-of-war. This very 
careful study lasted nearly five 
years. More than 4,000 dossiers, and 
thousands of documents from one 
inch to .25 inches thick had been 
submitted to the inquiry body. If I 
am not mistaken, as a result 322 
US officers and servicemen were 
brought to trial after being hanied 
over by the opponent. A number 
were sentenced to death by martial 
courts. Thousands of others were 
put to disciplinary measures in one 
form or another." 

He shook his head despondently, 
his eyes half closed as if he were 
trying to remember something, then 
continued : " I have met some 
American GIs returning from deten
tion camps in Korea. They were kept 
for quite a long time in camps in 
the United States. There they were 
required to do a really painful job 
which was to answer a list of 75 
questions on their conduct while in 
the enemy prisons. Then they were 
also asked to answer nearly 50 
questions of the military intel
ligence service aimed at getting 
information about the adversary. It 
was precisely after all this investi
gation and interrogation that the 
' Code of Conduct ' was promulgated. 
Though it hardly filled a page, the 
Code was drafted by five officers of 

you were already there ! " 

He paused for a while, took a few 
more sips of hot tea, and went on 
with a point of humour : " But what 
is more ironical is tha t the Amer
icans who played the Vietcong in 
the 'survival' schools in the United 
States gave us a good beating, yes, 
a good beating, although it was a 
sham beating. Here, there is nothing 
of the sort. The only torture bat
tery I've ever seen is precisely the 
one at the US 'survival' school. I 
want the officials in the Pentagon to 
close all these good-for-nothing 
schools. " 

Air Force Lieutenant V.R. also 
had a concern of his own, and it 
was again the fear of punishment 
back in the States. He made this 
remark which sounded rather philo
sophical : " We think that the Ad
ministration will treat uy quite 
brutally ! Those who fail to achieve 
their aim before an adversary 
usually have the tendency to take 
vengeance on a third adversary. 
Who knows their angel at their fail
ures will not descend upon us ? We 
are very anxious about the treat
ment that is awaiting there, in the 
States. But we don't mind, we have 
made every preparation. They may 
call us traitors. Well, they may 
court-martial us. Do you know, 
those whom I'll have to confront 
will be all white-haired com
manders. There will be generals 
and admirals. They will stare at us 
like th i s . . . " He rose up, put his 
arms akimbo, and slightly bent 
forward. " But I'll stand erect and 
defend my conduct which I believe 
is right. " 

CONT. ON PAGE 7 
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Ü.S. PILOTS 
HUMOUR AND LESSONS 

HERE, in prison, they are 
allowed to listen to 
the radio, read news

papers and books, draw pic -
tures and write wall-papers. 
Among the scores of cartoons 
I saw, I remember some 
which bore a marked Amer
ican mode of thinking and 
style. Navy Lieutenant Com
mander C.X. drew a pic
ture, featuring a US plane 
in flames plummetting to 
the ground, and a US pilot 
bailing out while air-defence 
batteries were in full ac
tion. An official of a US 
Insurance Company with 
a bowler hat on his 
head and a travel bag 
in his hand hurried to 
the scene and complained : 
«• What a pity, I come a bit 
too late !" In an inside page, 
the paper featured Westmo
reland with a full four-star 
patch, and a suitcase in his 
hand boarding a big plane 
marked " Washington Ex
press. " The caption read : 
" Well, how can my succes
sor unravel the mess I have 
made all through the past 
four years ? " 

No less humorous were the 
drawings by Air Force Lieu
tenant Colonel P.L. He por
trayed a Johnson flat on the 
ground pulling at Westmore
land's sleeve and pointing 
ahead : " Hey Westy, I think 
I see that same light at the 
end of the tunnel that you 
saw last year." But this light, 
as seen in the picture, turn
ed out to be the glowing 
fire of the Liberation Army 
artillery pounding at the US 
base in Tan Son Nhut. 

In the last pages, along 
with a commentary on the 
American withdrawal from 
Khe Sanh, the same artist 
in striped pyjamas drew the 
following picture : a bulging 
US military truck with these 
inscriptions on the door : 
" USMC Withdrawal Co. " 
On the truck were many 
mounts of earth planted with 
signs reading, " Hill 741 ", 
"Hill 689"... On the road
side beneath an arrow point
ing in the direction of Saigon 
was a broken wooden board 
inscribed with these words : 
" Hold at any cost 1 Signed : 
L.B.J. " Two GIs were busy 
shovelling earth onto the 
truck. One told the other : 
" We can't hold Khe Sanh, 
here so we are moving the 
whole place closer to Saigon." 

In another wall-paper is
sued in early 1969, Navy 
Captain R.C. drew a picture 
of Uncle Sam with a stars-
and-stripes bowler hat, his 
clothes mended with hun
dreds of patches, each spell
ing out one social ill in the US 
such as " price-rise ", '* tax 

increase","crime","devalua
tion ", " Black violence. " 
The biggest patch bore the 
word " Viet Nam war." An 
American shook hands with 
Uncle Sam, saying : " Why 
do you look so depressed ? 
We are in the new year, you 
must get some better clothes, 
hey ?y* 

Another artist, Navy Lieu
tenant K., was no less gifted. 
He drew a bare-breasted 
Abrams shouting orders to 
an American female secre
tary who was dusting the 
drawers in his escritoire. 
The drawers bore the 
inscriptions: "Search and 
Destroy ", "First Dry-Season 
Counter - Offensive ", " Se
cond Dry - Season Counter-
Off ensive ". "Top Secret", 
"To be burnt after read
ing"... The caption read: 
" We must clear the dust 
and keep all this stuff under 
the famous ' clear-and-hold ' 
plan. " Another draving by 
the same artist : Bunker took 
an American senator on an 
inspection tour in Saigon to 
a military cemetery of the 
US strewn with graves of 
US soldiers. He said : " Yes, 
Senator, this is the land we 
intend to hold to the end 
against subversion and 
sabotage. " 

And there are many, 
many more such cartoons. 
A captured US pilot told 
me: "Look, these are our 
cartoons. We hope they can 
be published in the United 
States. They are art works 
made in this Hilton Hotel. 
We want to send them all 
back to Washington as a 
gift to the gentlemen in the 
White House. " 

From the diaries and 
memoirs of the "striped-
pyjamas writers " we can 
draw something very useful 
for the present Nixon 
company. 

Under the headline : " On 
the Viet Nam War", 
Captain B. wrote the follow
ing in his memoirs : " Here 
I have read with fascinating 
interest many Vietnamese 
stories published in English. 
The stories about the Cu 
Chi guerillas have captivated 
me. Not only am I sympa
thetic to the brave fighters 
defending their country, but 
also in my innermost, I've 
begun to encourage tnem. " 

Farther down, he wrote : 
" The losses which American 
planes caused to the popu
lation of Cu Chi and of 
which I've jüst learnt were 
inflicted on real human 
beings, on my friends in the 
stories I've just read and 
still remember.:.These crimes 
are no longer a record 
of figures. They are an 
offence against my feelings. 

They anger me. " Another 
passage depicted his feelings 
when he read in a Vietnam
ese newspaper a dogfight be
tween Vietnamese pilots and 
American air pirates : "I have 
read with great excitement a 
fight of the Vietnamese pilot 
in his Mig 17. I share his 
emotion. It is admirable, 
his exploit in defence of his 
country ? " He added, hand
ing to me his memoirs : 
"That's that. Only the 
defenders of their country 

believe that these hirelings 
of theirs will not have lost 
their senses to the point of 
denying the evident failure 
of the US and the obvious 
victory of the Vietnamese 
people. 

One day in early August 
1969 I showed Captain H.P. 
a piece of news. It was about 
a statement by US Defense 
Secretary Melvin Laird that 
the US—government was 
deeply concerned with the 
fate of the American milita-

U.S. PIRATE SHOT DOWN BY VIETNAMESE 
can have elevated feelings. 
We cannot have such feel
ings. We can only fight 
courageously when we have 
something to fight for, re
pelling aggressors against our 
Motherland for example. But 
in Viet Nam we are not in 
such a position. Here, you 
are the only ones to fight in 
defense of your country. " 

In this camp, unfortunate
ly there are not yet many 
such meaningful drawings 
and impressions. This is 
understandable. Not that all 
US air pirates have quickly 
come to see the truth. Not 
a few of them still have the 
frame of mind of aggressors. 
Nevertheless, the setbacks of 
the US on the battlefield, 
and the resounding successes 
of ' the Vietnamese people 
have echoed to these prison 
walls and gradually opened 
their eyes to reality. If even 
chieftains of aggressive circ
les like McNamara ' and 
Clifford -have had to admit 
the impasse and failure of 
the US, there is reason ' to 

rymen detained in North Viet 
Nam. The US pilot's reaction 
was quick : "Let those gentle
men need not worry about 
us here. The best thing they 
should do is to end quickly 
this wrong war and bring all 
the American boys home. " 

Many American pilots 
detained here did not mince 
their words : it was not that 
these bigwigs in Washington 
had any concern for these 
striped-pyjamas pilots. They 
pretended to be so because the 
Amsrican people, especially 
the families and relatives of 
the pilots detained here, 
were insisting with increasing 
firmness that the Nixon 
administration end the war 
of aggression in Viet Nam 
and pull out all American 
troops so that these pilots 
may be soon rejoin their 
families. 

Though having no pity for 
the pilots, the Nixon admin
istration Cannot but be alarm
ed by their capture since 
they belong to the elite of 
the US Air Force which in 

its turn is the trump-card of 
Washington's " big stick " 
policy. A US Navy captain 
said : " A s far as I know, 
there are in the United 
States Armed Forces quite a 
lot of pilots of transport, 
reconnaissance, training, re
lief and tanker planes and 
helicopters. But there are 
only a few thousand pilots 
of fighter-bombers. The 
fighter pilots can look down 
upon a US soldier of any 
other armed service. I would 
like to add that the number 
of those qualified fighter-
pilots considered ' old hands' 
among US can be counted 
only by the hundreds. Yet 
in this camp, as far as I can 
see, most of us are fighter-
pilots. " 

Not a few among the elite 
of the US armed forces, who 
held their heads high in the 
US, have had to bow them 
to the Vietnamese people 
and are detained in this camp. 
This is indeed a slap in the 
face of the American brass-
hats and the rulers in 
Washington. But that is not 
all. There are other reasons 
for their alarm. Veteran 
flier Raisner said : " It is no 
wonder that they felt such 
a concern over our capture. 

As you can see for yourselves, 
we are holders of a wide 
range of secrets of the US 
defence fabric. What a dan
ger now that we are in the 
hands of the adversary ? How 
can they remain quiet ? " 

In fact, among the striped-
pyjamas pilots detained here 
many have quite substantial 
knowledge of the questions of 
strategy, tactics, techniques 
and weaponry of the US 
armed forces. 

Some have graduated from 
military institutes and know 
quite well the strategic poli
cies of the military aggres
sion blocs under the aegis 
of US imperialism. Others 
had worked for many years 
in key organs of the Penta
gon, Many know a lot about 
the US bases scattered all 
over the world. Some are 
electronic engineers, mi
litary aircraft constructors 
or technical experts in many 
important branches of the US 
Air Force and Navy. Just 
think that they would some 
day divulge things beyond 
those prescribed in the " Code 
of Conduct " suffices to make 
the hair of Pentagon and 
CIA officials rise on end. 

Yet, these unique captures 
are piled up in the prisons 
of the DRVN. How can 
Nixon, Laird and their like 
face this hard fact with 
peace in their minds ? 

THANH TIN 

Premier Pham Van Dongs 

Message To The American People 
TO THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY: 

Dear American Friends, 
The progressive people of the 

United States have so far strug
gled against the war of aggression 
in Vietnam. This fall, the broad 
masses of the American people, 
encouraged and supported by many 
peace - and - justice - loving 
American personalities, have 
again started a broad and power
ful drive in the whole country to 
demand that the Nixon administra
tion stop the war of aggression in 
Vietnam, and immediately bring 
home all U.S. troops. 

Your drive eloquently reflects 
the legitimate and pressing demand 
of your people to save the honour 
of the United States and to avoid 
for their boys useless death In 
Vietnam. This is also a very 
fitting and timely answer to the 
U.S. authorities who stubbornly 
persist in intensifying and pro
longing the war of aggression in 
Vietnam, in defiance of the pro
tests of American and world pu
blic opinion. 

The Vietnamese people and the 
world's peoples fully approve and 
warmly hall your just struggle. 

The Vietnamese people demand 

that the U.S. government com
pletely and unconditionally pull out 
of Vietnam all U.S. troops and 
those of foreign countries belong
ing to its camp, and let the Viet
namese people decide themselves 
their own destiny. 

The Vietnamese people deeply 
cherish peace, but a peace in in
dependence and freedom. So long 
as the U.S. government has not 
stopped its aggression in Vietnam, 
the Vietnamese people will ten
aciously fight on to defend their 
fundamental national rights. The 
patriotic fight of our people is also 
a fight for the objectives of peace 
and justice you are pursuing. 

We are firmly confident that 
with the solidarity and courage of 
our two peoples, with the sympathy 
and support of the peace loving 
people in the world, the struggle 
of the Vietnamese people and of 
the progressive people in the 
United States against U.S. ag
gression will end in total victory. 

Cordial greeting. 
PHAM VAN DONG 
Prime Minister of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam 

I could title my reply to Mr. 
Goldstein "Israel, the Shame of 
the Jews", or "Jews Without 
Honor". How, I ask myself, In 
one short generation, could the Jews 
have changed from a major victim 
of fascism to a people who com
mit fascist crimes against others? 
The millions of murdered Jews of 
Europe must be turning over in 
their graves when crimes against 
the Arabs are desecrating their 
memories. 

The answer, Mr. Goldstein, Is 
imperialism - - a capitalist Israel 
exists only as a tool of a capi
talist United States, and surely, 
even you Mr. Goldstein must rea
lize that this capitalist United 
States is the greatest fascist dan
ger in the world today. Bitter is 
the sight of formerly socialist -
minded Jews supporting imperialist 
moves against the Arabs — here 
is the rotten fruit of nationalism 
when it becomes reactionary and 
opposed to internationalism. 

Mr. Goldstein, as a Jew and a 
human being, I do not want to see 
the Jews of Israel perish, just as 
the people of Vietnam do not like 
to see the American soldiers 
perish. But those who support im
perialism will perish. Salvation for 

the Jews can never come through 
oppressing other peoples. Black as 
well as white soldiers will be killed 
in Vietnam as long as they permit 
themselves to be used as tools of 
the imperialist invaders. 

Peace can come to Israel only 
on an anti-imperialist, anti-racist 
basis of Arab-Jewish working class 
unity. This requires changing the 
capitalist racist government of 
Israel as well as revolutionary 
changes in the Arab lands. The very 
concept of Israel as a state de
dicated to maintaining a Jewish 
majority by expulsion of Arabs and 
immigration of Jews is a racist 
concept. The United States capi
talists knew exactly what they were 
doing when they closed their doors 
to the Jewish refugees of Europe 
and instead set up the state of Israel. 
In this way the U.S gained a re
liable imperialist outpost in the 
center of the Arab countries --
they don't care at all if Jews and 
Arabs kill each other. 

No capitalist country is a demo
cracy, and oh, how true this is of 
Israel. When the Communist Israeli 
leader opposed the war against the 
Arabs he was KNIFED RIGHT ON 
THE FLOOR OF THE ISRAELI 
PARLIAMENT. The special 
"military laws" are still in effect 

in Israel and there is no freedom 
for the brave Jewish anti-lmperia-
llsts who oppose the government. 
There never has been freedom for 
the Arabs who remained in Israel 
and for many years couldn't even 
join the Histadruth unions. If any
one thinks the Jews can maintain 
their occupation by methods gentler 
than those used by the Nazi oc
cupiers, they are very much mis
taken. Brutality is not inborn; it 
springs from imperialism. Imperia
list Jews will be no more humane 
than imperialist Germans 
or Americans. 

I love the Jews, my people, and am 
proud of their many contributions to 
civilization, especially to socialism. 
Because I love the Jews I hate the 
government of Israel for being a tool 
of the U.S., committing crimes a-
gainst the Arabs and jeopardizing the 
lives of the Jews by launching them 
on an imperialist war. I would like 
to see an anti - imperialist 
organization of Jews and Arabs in 
this country to make available a 
true picture of the situation in the 
Mideast. My thanks to the Black 
Panther Paper for the fine part it 
is playing on this question. 

Fraternally, 
Beatric Lumpkin 
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THE UNITED STATES STILL HAS 
NEO-GOLONIALIST VIEWS UPON 

SOUTH VIET NAM REPRINTED FROM 
VIETNAM COURIER 

— September 21 Statement of the DRVN Government 
on US President Nixon's Statement — 

ON September 16 and 18, 
US President Nixon 
announced the with

drawal of 35,000 US troops 
from South Viet Nam by 
December 15, 1969, and 
repeated US so-called " re
spect for the South Viet
namese people's right to self-
determination. " 

As is well-known, for 
many years now the United 
States has been carrying out 
intervention and aggression 
in Viet Nam ; it has 
committed over half a million 
US and satellite troops to 
the most atrocious colonial 
war in history in South Viet 
Nam. As it has been com
mitting aggression against 
South Viet Nam, it must 
bring it to an end, and 
withdraw all its troops from 
South Viet Nam without 
laying down any condition 
whatsoever. Yet, it obdu
rately sticks to its " mutual 
withdrawal " claim. Setting 
terms to the withdrawal of 
US troops is tantamount to 
demanding a ransom to be 
paid for its aggression, which 
is completely at variance 
with justice and human 
morality. 

The 35,000 men whose 
repatriation has been an
nounced by the United States 
represents an insignificant 
part of the half million-odd 
US troops in South Viet 
Nam. This trick of troop 
withdrawals by driblets 
cannot conceal the fact that 
the United States is still 
maintaining nearly half a 
million US troops of occupa
tion in South Viet Nam, and 
dragging out the war of 
aggression. That explains the 
condemn ition by public 
opinion in the United States 
and in the world of this new 
cunning Nixon trick. 

The US President has also 
stated that " t h e only item 
which is not negotiable is the 
right of the people of South 
Viet Nam to determine their 
own future free of outside 
interference. " He behaved 
as if the United States had 
respected this right. In fact, 
everybody knows that the 
US has trampled it underfoot, 
created the Saigon puppet 
administration as a tool of 
its aggressive policy, and 
sent US and satellite expe
ditionary troops to South 
Viet Nam for an aggressive 
war. Though now forced to 
pay lip service to " r e spec t 
for the South Vietnamese 
people's right to self-deter

minat ion" in an attempt to 
deceive public opinion, it 
still sets its face against the 
formation of a provisional 
coalition government to see 
to free and democratic gen-

States has been intensifying 
the war in South Viet Nam, it 
has made every effort * to 
strengthen the puppet army 
and consolidate the puppet 
administration, it has stage-

PRESIDENT 

TON DUC THANG 

eral elections, and insists that 
the Saigon puppet adminis
tration be allowed to organ
ize faked general elections 
while US troops are occupy
ing South Viet Nam. 

I t is therefore obvious that , 
in the name of "respect for 
the right to self-determina
tion, " US President Nixon 
is preventing the actual exer
cise of this right by the South 
Vietnamese people. 

In his appeal, issued on the 
occasion of July 20, 1969 
President Ho Chi Minh made 
it clear that : 

" The Vietnamese people 
firmly demand the withdraw
al of all US and satellite 
troops, not the withdrawal 
of only 25,000, or 250,000 
or 500,000 men, but a total , 
complete, unconditional with
drawal.[...] 

" So long as US troops and 
the puppet administration 
remain in existence in South 
Viet Nam, really free and 
democratic general elections 
will be absolutely impos
sible. " 

It should also be pointed 
out that since US President 
Nixon took office, the United 

managed a farce of " cabinet 
reshuffle, " replaced Tran 
Van Huong by Tran Tbien 
Khiem, a bellicose militarist, 
a former henchman of Ngo 
Dinh Diem. It has been 
carrying on acts jeopardizing 
the sovereignty and security 
of the Democratic Republic 
of Viet Nam and air attack
ing many places in the area 
between the 17th and the 
19th parallels. 

Clearly enough, the United 
States has not yet given 
up its aggressive designs, it 
is still hatching schemes to 
achieve neo-colonialism in 
South Viet Nam and to pro
long the partition of Viet 
Nam. 

But the longer the United 
States pursues the war of 
aggression, the more it ex
poses itself to humiliating 
setbacks and to condemna
tion by justice- and peace-
loving public opinion in the 
world and by progressive 
American public opinion. 

The Vietnamese people 
deeply cherish peace, but a 
genuine peace in true inde
pendence and freedom. 

Ihe South Viet Nam Na

tional Front for Liberation 
and the Provisional Revolu
tionary Government of the 
Republic of South Viet Nam 
have put forward the 10-
point overall solution as a 
sound basis for a peaceful 
settlement of the Viet Nam 
problem. This plan has enlist
ed warm approval and sup
port from the peoples of the 
world. It is also an honour
able way for the United 
States to extricate itself 
from the Viet Nam war, so 
costly in terms of men and 
money. 

The Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam unreservedly supports 
the position of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government 
of the Republic of South 
Viet Nam expounded in its 
September 20, 1969 state
ment. 

The Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam and its representative 
at the Paris Conference on 
Viet Nam have declared time 
and again that as the United 
States has committed aggres
sion, it must bring its ag
gression to an end, and 
withdrawal all its troops from 

South Viet Nam without any 
condition whatsoever. Such a 
course is the key to a 
settlement of the Viet Nam 
issue. 

As long as the United 
States pursues its aggression 
in Viet Nam, refuses to pull 
out its troops from South 
Viet Nam totally and uncon
ditionally, and clings to the 
Thieu - Ky - Khiem puppet 
administration, the Vietnam
ese people, carrying out the 
sacred testament of Presi
dent Ho Chi Minh, are 
resolved to unite as one 
man, to brave all sacrifices 
and hardships, and to fight 
on till they achieve their 
fundamental national rights 
as recognized by the 1954 
Geneva Conference on Viet 
Nam. 

The Vietnamese people 
and the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam are firmly confident 
that the fraternal socialist 
countries, the justice- and 
peace-loving countries, and 
the peoples throughout the 
world will extend incrr.isi d 
support and assistance to the 
Vietnamese people's patriotic 
struggle against US aggres
sion till total victory. 

*T_OR its part, the Provisional 
f" Revolutionary Govern

ment of the Republic of 
South Viet Nam issued on 
Sept. 20 a condemnation of 
the obdurate position and per
fidious attitude of the Nixon 
administration as regards the 
settlement of the South Viet 
Nam question. The statement 
read : 

THE Vietnamese people, 
like public opinion in 
the US and the world, 

have pointed out that the 
announced US pull - out of 

•25,000, of 35,000, or of more, 
troops is merely a piece of 
deception aimed at appeasing 
public opinion, covering up 
its scheme to prolong the war 
and US military occupation of 
South Viet Nam. Since ' the 
US h is deployed over half-a-
million expeditionary troops 
in an aggression against South , 
Viet Nam, and has been 
infringing the independence 
and sovereignty of the Viet
namese people, it must 
end its aggression, withdraw 
quickly and completely this 
aggressor army from South 
Viet Nam. The arrogant 
demand by the US govern
ment that the Vietnamese 
people respond to its * troop 
withdrawal in driblets ' trick 
shows all the more clearly 
US persistence in its claim 
for ' reciprocity ', and insist
ence on conditions for ending 
its aggression. US President 
Nixon asserts that he respects 
the South Vietnamese people's 
right to self-determination, 
while in fact he is scheming 
to maintain the puppet ad
ministration, opposing the 
right to self-determination 
of the South Vietnamese 
people, and urging them to 
surrender and accept the 
rule of the clique of traitors, 

" If the US really wants 
a peaceful settlement to the 
South Viet Nam question and 
an honourable end to the 
war, it must seriously respond 
to the ten-point overall solu
tion of the South Viet Nam 
National Front for Liberation 
and the Provisional Revolu
tionary Government of the 
Republic of South Viet Nam, 
promptly and unconditionally 
withdraw all US troops and v 

troops of the other foreign 
countries of the US camp 
from South Viet Nam. It 
must give up its scheme to 
maintain the stooge adminis
tration and let the Vietnamese 
people settle themselves their 
own affairs without .foreign 
interference. 

" T h e South Vietnamese 
people ardently cherish peace 
but it must be a peace in 
independence and liberty. If 
the Nixon administration 
continues to strive after the 
illusory position of strength 
on the battlefield and at the 
conference table and obdu
rately prrlongs the war of 
aggression in South Viet 
Nam, it cannot escape still 
heavier failures. " 

ATTENTION! 
In last weeks Black Panther Paper the 

quotation on the front cover by our 
Chairman Bobby Seale was not complete due 
to technical e r ror . It should have read: "If 
I am continuously denied this constitutional 
right of legal defense counsel of my choice 

who is effective by the judge of this court, 
then I can only see Judge Hoffman as a 
blatant racist of this U. S„ court with gross 
prejudicial e r ror toward all defendants and 
myself in particular. 
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The journalists' anti-imperialist 
conference of Pyongyang 

BY ERNESTO VERA, 
President 
of the Journalists 
Union of Cuba / 

REPRINTED FROM GRAMNA 

HE journalists' antirimperialist 
conference held in Pyongyang, 
capital of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea, was an out
standing event in the history of 
journalism 

The presence of delegation« from 
90 countries gave proof of the 
scope of the conference, and. the 
speeches and debates demonstrated 
nie quality of the event. 

Everything — even the slightest 
detail of an organizational nature 
— was foreseen, but the most 
important thing was the site of 

the conference, the prevailing revolutionary climate 
and the popular enthusiasm that existed with regard 
to the conference. It may be said that all the people 
of Korea participated in one way or another in the 
tasks of the conference. The factories and farms 
set themselves work goals in salute to the conference; 
a mass rally of 100000 people was held to start 
things off; and 2000 people were permanently in at
tendance at the conference, following its development 
with the greatest interest. The press, radio and tele
vision gave detailed coverage to conference happen-

PREMIER KIM IL SUNG 

ings. Radio and TV broadcasts, it should be noted, 
can bs picked up perfectly in the southern portion 
of the country, which is occupied by Yankee troops. 

To give an idea of the effort put into the event 
by the Korean comrades, suffice it to say that the 
main streets of all the cities were covered with flags, 
banners and posters which referred to the conference. 
Three months were spent in these preparations. 

The people lined the roadsides to welcome the 
delegates whenever they traveled — especially the 
children, who stopped and gave the Pioneer salute 
with a discipline that impressed everyone. 

The tone for the conference was set by Marshal 
Kim II Sung in his opening speech. His presence 
there and his remarks were a significant contribution 
to the success obtained. He demonstrated an impres
sively detailed knowledge of the work of Journalists 
and gave important guidelines in this regard that 
can be applied in the present circumstances by anti-
imperialist journalists fighting against U.S. imperial
ism anywhere in the world. 

Along these lines, he said, "Progressive 'journalists 
all over the world must expose all aspects of the 
policy of war and aggression followed by U.S. impe-% 

rialism and reveal its bestiality, so contributing to 
the creation of worldwide anti-imperialist public opin
ion. No illusions should ever be held about Yankee 
imperialism. History clearly shows that sowing il
lusions about U.S. imperialism and urging unprincipled 
compromises with it only leads to lulling the peoples' 
revolutionary vigilance — which, in turn, causes the 
Yankee imperialists to be more insolent, cruel and 
ferocious, and encourages them in their schemes of 
war and aggression. Progressive journalists all over the 
world must spread the truth among the popular masses 
that imperialists must be fought with determination^ 
to the end, and that only by means of a decisive and 
persevering struggle against the imperialists' policy 
of war and aggression is it possible to obtain freedom 
and liberty from the colonial yoke, defend the achieve-
ments of the revolution, obtain new victories and 
maintain lasting peace. 

"At the same time, journalists must teach the masses 
tp oppose servile adoration of the United States, fear 
of or submission to the United States, and acceptance 
of support from the United States. They must also 
teach the masses to have infinite hatred for U.S. impe
rialism. The reactionary ideas of U.S. imperialism 
are the tool used to produce ideological degeneration 

in people, making them political invalids. Progressive 
journalists who represent vanguard ideas must firmly 
reject the reactionary ideological and cultural offen
sive of Yankee imperialism." 

This tone prevailed throughout the conference, as 
can be seen from the documents which were unani
mously approved. The three documents that were 
approved — the Declaration of Pyongyang and special 
resolutions on Vietnam and the Lenin centennial — 
reveal the prevailing climate. 

The Declaration of Pyongyang establishes basic 
Çiidelines for journalists in the joint struggle against 

ankee imperialism and other important world prob
lems, as well as giving firm support to the peoples' 
struggles against imperialist aggression and oppres
sion. The heroic struggle of the Vietnamese people 
against the aggression of Yankee imperialism and the 
universal tribute to the man who successfully led 
the October Revolution and the establishment of the 
world's first socialist state, the Soviet Union, were 
treated in separate documents. 

With regard to Cuba, the Declaration of Pyongyang 
states the following: "We consider it our .common 
duty to oppose the aggression and subversive puns 
of Yankee imperialism against the Republic of Cuba 
and to struggle for the victory of the Cuban Revolu
tion. The victory of the Cuban Revolution wae the 
first break in the chain of neocolonialist domination 

.. imperialism _ 
ôf military aggression and blockade of Yankee imoe-
rialism aimed at strangling tne Republic of Cuba 
must be halted, and the aggressive Yankee imperialist 
troops must immediately withdraw from the Guan-
tanamo base. 

"We send our warm support and encouragement 
to the people of Cuba, that, with the entire nation and 
people united as a single man, is firmfe fighting to 
defend the achievements of the Revolution and for 
the victory or tne socialist cause in the face of the 
aggression of Yankee imperialism." 

The Declaration of Pyongyang is a militantly anti-
imperialist document. Moreover, it was unanimously 
agreed upon by representatives of the 90 countries 
at the conference. 

We feel that the spirit and agreements of the 
Pyongyang conference are an important precedent for 
the development and success of the 7th Congress of 
the International Organization of Journalists, which 
will be held in Havana next year. 

The special resolution on Vietnam says, among 
other things, that "From now until December 20, 1969, 
ninth anniversary of the founding of the National 
Front for Liberation of South Vietnam, we will wage 
a large-scale campaign in every country througn the 
newspapers, radio and television to denounce and 
condemn the continued intensification of the UJ3. 
war in South Vietnam. We will give broad publicity 
to the 10-Point Program of the National Front for 
Liberation of South Vietnam and Provisional Revolu
tionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam 
as a solution to the problem. We will demand that 
the United States cease its'war of aggression and 
quickly and completely withdraw its troops from 
South Vietnam." 

This worldwide campaign by progressive journal
ists will contribute to tyipg the hands of the Yan
kee imperialists and aid the struggle of broad sector« 
of the U.S. population that have risen up against 
the unjust Yankee war against the people of Viet
nam. 

Latin-American Journalists were represented at the 
conference by delegations from IS countries — the 
largest participation by the journalists of this area 
in any international meeting of journalists to date. 

The other special resolution, on the Lenin centen
nial, points out that "The imperialists and oppor
tunists will in no way be able to lessen Lenin's great 
ideas or blpck the path of the revolutionary peoples 
of the world that march under the flag of anti-
imperialist struggle which Lenin unfurled.'* 

In Korea our delegation was given red-carpet 
treatment by both Party and government officials and 
the Korean people. The Cuban delegation met twice 
with Marshal Kim II Sung, had an hour-long meeting 
with President Choi Yon Kum and addressed 100000 
people in a mass rally at the stadium in Pyongyang. 
The Cubans' speech was hsard over loudspeakers m 
all major cities. Once again, our Korean comrades 
have demonstrated the deep affection and friendship 
they feel for the people of Cuba. 

The event, whose official name was International 
Conference on the Tasks of the World's Journalists 
in Their Struggle Against the Aggression of U.S. Im
perialism, served as an important forum for political 
education, advancing the ideas and awareness of 
the participants. Logically, the countries in the front 
ranks of anti-imperialist struggle had a lot to do 
with this. 

In its remarks, the Cuban delegation pointed out 
the global scope of the acts of aggression- of Yan
kee imperialism and expressed support for the peo
ples' liberation struggle throughout the world. On the 
nature of the.journalist's work, it said, "Journalists 
— and this is often discussed — sometimes talk about 
journalism, whether it is something characteristic or 
special, if journalists are a class, about professional 

!

>roblems, about trade union problems. In short, 
ournalists themselves or those who talk about 
ournalism or journalists often forget the real 

essence of this profession: its political nature. The 
journalist, like it or not, is a political militant. He 
defends his people or he betrays them." 

In view of the fact that there exist absurd ideas 
to the effect that- anti-imperialism is a limiting factor 
leading to isolation, the Cuban delegation added, 
"Yankee imperialist aggression may be seen every
where, in all parts of the world. And, if this is so 
— if imperialist aggression, especially Yankee aggres
sion, exists in all parts of the world — and if the 
journalist is a political militant who either defends 
or betrays his people, the first duty of the journalist, 
anywhere» is to be in the front ranks of militant 
anti-imperialism so as not to be- a traitor to his peo
ple but to be a defender of his people. The base 
will, therefore, be broad, because imperialist aggres 
sion is widespread." •' 

Regarding the struggles of the peoples of Latin 
America, the Cuban journalists said, "This is not 
a short process; this isn't something that will be 
solved in two days. This, like the first independence 
of Latin America, is a struggle involving years of 
effort, of tenacity, which is why it is a fight for the 
strong, for the firm, for the revolutionaries, and not 
a fight for the weak, the hesitant, the pseudorevolu-
tionaries This struggle for the second inde
pendence of Latin America will not be won in two 
days, but- it will be won. It will be won because 
the peoples of Latin America fight for it and because 
there are men such as Ernesto Che Guevara, who 
blazed a trail with his example." 

We believe that the Pyongyang conference will go 
down in history. We are sure that its agreements 
will, of necessity, be a point of reference for journal
ists who are true to their people. Undoubtedly, the 
conference site, the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea, was a decisive factor in making the conference 
a complete success, thanks to tha revolutionary 
climate prevailing in that sister country, proving the 
importance of revolutionary prestige in attaining 
victory in any important project. 

We know of no participant who didn't return home 
very impressed by the successes achieved in so 
short a period of time by the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea in every field. Complete support 
was expressed for the struggle of the Korean people 
to expel the aggressive troops of Yankee imperialism 
from South Korea and reunify the country. All the 
anti-imperialist journalists appreciated the Korean 
comrades' efforts in mak:ng the conference sponsored 
by the International Organization of Journalists a 
success. 

PUBLISHED: 10/SJ/W 

Copy of one of th« posters used to point up theJm-

Krtonce of journalism in »he struggle against Yon-
• imperialism. 



MESSAGE 
TO 
ALL 

PROGRESSIVE 
FORCES 

By CHAIRMAN BOBBY SEALE 
This is Bobby Seale in the San Francisco, ' 

County jail. I just arrived back here today 
November 10th, Monday. And there's a word 
to be said to the progressive forces in 
America, about imperialism abroad, and do
mestic imperialism (fascism) here at home. 

It's correct that many millions of people, 
55 - 60 per cent of the nation or more, are 
fed up with this unjust aggressive war against 
the Vietnamese people. It's understood that the 
Vietnamese people are fighting for their right 
to self determination, their right to determine 
their own destiny in their own land, country, 
in their communities. It's good that progressive 
forces (organizations and people) can come forth 
and mass and demonstrate and redress their 
grievances against the government for waging 
such a war against, people unjustly, not only 
in Vietnam but anywhere else in the world. 
But its got to be understood that if there is 
imperialism abroad, if there is a war going 
on in the part of the fascist ruling class circles 
that are infested inside the U.S. government,, 
if there is a war going on that they perpetrate 
and put together there, it must be understood 
that they're not waging that war those 
peoples right to self determination, that 
they're waging that war for some in
equality and unjustm- linst those people. 
And it's evident that it is being waged for this 
reason oh their part because of the fact that 
there is no equality and there's no jus tite' at 
home i for people right here in America like 
Black people in particular who've sufferedunder 
racism and brutality and murder for 400 years 
right here in America. It's evident and it's 
clear that if there is genocide in a country 
as in Germany during World War II, then any-: 

thing that ruling class fascist government does 
outside is also unjust and is also aggression 
and is also out to deny and murder and kill 
people. 

What we have to understand is that right here 
at home in America we have to oppose im
perialism, also. That you can't just fight im
perialism, the . acts of imperialism abroad, 
without understanding and recognizing community 
imperialism here of Black people, Brown people, 
Red people and even to the point of protesting 
students and radicals and progressive peoples 
here, in Armrica. 

Domestic imperialism at home is in fact , 
fascism. But what in essence is it? I think 
Black people if we go *over the concrete ex
periences that we've had in America and what's 
going on now against us we can understand 
exactly what it is—to be corralled in wretched 
ghettos in America and look up one day and 
see numerous policemen occupying our com
munity, and brutalizing us, killing brother Linth-. 
combe, murdering young Bobby Hutton. The fact 
that so much brutality goes on to the extent 
that all the fascist press and all the demagogic 
politicians say it and the only thing that the 
courts put out is that it's supposedly "justifiable 
homicide" on the part of policemen who occupy 
our community. 

The police state that exists here in America 
right now is in fact fascism right before our 
eyes. There are numerous examples of the police 
state activities. Only last week, I hear and under
stand, that a young Black brother was allegedly 
or supposedly cashing a so-called fictitious check 
in a bank here in San Francisco and was walking 
out of the bank amongst a crowd of people 
and this police guard runs out of the bank 
and he's only walking and the brother is shot 
dead in the mid-section of his back. He's dead 
and killed, Black brothers and Black people who 
have experienced and know these fascist tactics 

and know of too maity cases .and too many 
situations where young brothers and Black peo
ple have been gunned down and murdered by 
these cops, and it's becoming more and more 
out of hand. It's becoming out of hand because 
in every major city, in^every major metropolis 
where Black people live police forces have been 
doubled, tripled and quadrupled. 

Also, the racist courts of America are justi
fying the police brutality and murder of Black 
people and any people.. The democratic con
vention as EVERYBODY knows, as everybody 
saw on the T. V. and* read in the papers was 
nothing more than pigsW cops running rampant, 

• brutalizing, murdering and bashing sculls. And 
many Black people"looked orr and said, "Look 
at those White peopbr^ettîmr-bmàÊÊÊihmbkmÊÈÊaû* 

'OUR FIGHT IS NOT IN VIETNAM' 

we knew we had been beaten and brutalized for 
many years and still are. 

They dragged me into this case. They put 
me as one of the defendants there, and they 
literally, overtly, fasöisticly, pigishly and 
racistly denied me my basic constitutional rights. 
Charles R. Garry, the most beautiful lawyer 
in the world, a revolutionary lawyer, was here 
at home going through an operation. He's a 
beautiful brother. He's 60 years old and had 
to have an operation for his health and couldn't 
come to the court. Dr. Goodlett explained it 
to the court a month before the court even 
convened that Charles would be risking his life, 
and I made motion after motion, request after 
request, and argued those requests and those 
motions on my behalf in my attempts to defend 
myself there and was literally denied, (literally 
denied) my constitutional rights to be able to 
defend myself, after it was clear that my lawyer 
wouldn't be able to be there to assist me. For 
a man to stand up and demand his constitutional 
rights and in turn the court looks at him and 
denies him that is to say he's not intelligent 
enough to see what's going on. But in fact 
we Black people, we people, all people, American 
people, know that to deny people their constitu
tional rights, their right to defend themselves, 
their right to council, or any constitutional 
right is nothing more than to justify the brutal 
tactics, murderous fascist tactics of the police 
running rampant in the communities of America, 
and in particular the Black, communities of 
America. 

To the Peace Forces, the progressive forces 
in America, the protestors, those who know 
the war in Vietnam is unjust, those who are 
going to the streets and demonstrating, those 
who think they're really, really doing something--
what they're doing in trying to end the war in 
Vietnam, is not meaningful at all, yet. It's not 
meaningful at all and will not become meaningful 
at all if you really want to stop the war in 
Vietnam, until you take some action here in 
America against the fascist brutal forces against 
Black people here in America. The very fact 
that the North Vietnamese government has an
nounced that they are willing to release prisoners 
of war, for the release and dropping of all charges 
and trumped-up charges against the Minister of 
Defense Hi. Newton, and myself, this should 
be demanded also. This is directly relating to 
the very fact that we have to end police bru
tality and murder of Black people right here at 
home. Because the Black Panther Party itself 
has moved in this direction from its very in
ception to get rid of those fascist forces that 
corral us. 

This is the kind of action that has to be taken 
on the part of the Peace Forces in America 
and the progressive forces in America. And 
until they begin to do that they will not begin 
at all to stop imperialism; they will not begin 
at all to stop domestic imperialism right here 
at home. You must move against domestic ^im
perialism, growing rampant, FASCISM-- right 
here in America, before vou can end the war 
in Vietnam or all forms of aggressive wars 
like that against other People abroad. The very 
fact that Black, Brown, Red and other peoples 
in America and poor people, even poor White 
people, are corralled in wretched ghettos, • es
pecially those people of color and Black peo
ple whose communities are occupied in the fashion 
they are and murdered. No, we can't continue 
to allow ourselves to be duped with the notion 
that we're doing something good until we learn 

to smash imperialism right here at home. Be
cause to smash imperialism right here at home 
is to smash imperialism abroad. Smashing im
perialism means taking action, demanding that 
those prisoners of war be allowed to come home. 
When you say "Bring the GI's home", bring 
the GI's home. And we can bring the prisoners 
of war home by demanding that the U.S. govern
ment release political prisoners here in America. 
Beginning with Huey and me, right now in America 
we will set a precedence of opposing fascism, 
abroad and at home. If that is what the Vietnamese 
people want, to release the political prisoners 
and people here in America, then I say that 
the progressive forces have to take some action 
in that direction; and they will be relating directly 
to smashing imperialismat home and recognizing 
that this has to be done. 

People move. Black brothers and sisters, 
American people, it's time that we moved against 
fascism at home because to smash fascism at 
home is to smash fascism for ever abroad, 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
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FORT LEWIS 35 
On Monday October 20, the 

American Servicemen's Union held 
a meeting at the Cascadian Service 
Club on Fort Lewis. There were 
35 GIs and three civilians at the 
meeting, which had been under
way for about 30 minutes when a 
platoon of MP's descended upon 
the service club. SSG Bostick, the 
sergeant in charge of the MP's, \ 
arrested five people he considered \ 
to be the leaders of the meeting '• 
and took them outside to waiting 
squad cars. The meeting continued 
without these " leaders" . It was 
decided by the rest of the men 
that the best action would be to 
return to their different units and 
start spreading the word about the 
gestapo tactics of the military po
lice. As they began to leave the 
men were told that they too were 
under arrest. A 2 1/2 ton truck 
was brought to the service club 
and the men were herded onto it 
for a ride to the Provost Marshal's 
Office. The men in the truck sang 
songs and greeted people with V 
signs and raised fists during the 
ride. 

The next five hours was a really 
fantastic show of solidarity. We 
were all put in an 8 by 10 foot 
cell where we continued the meet
ing that the MP's had tried to break 
up. We discussed the ASU-its pur
pose and goals; we made plans for 
the next issue of the local's news
paper, FED UP; and we discussed 
plans for an action at Fort Lewis 
in November in connection with the 
nationwide moratorium. One addi
tional matter was brought up. We 
decided to have another meeting 
on post in two weeks, the regular 
meeting day. After the meeting 
was over we began cheering and 
shouting and singing and just gen
erally making a lot of noise. Be
cause of all this noise, the MPs 
couldn't make phone calls or con
duct any normal business. They 
just couldn't understand whv our 

morale was so high. I mean we 
were supposed to be scared and 
worried because we were in jail. 
After about an hour the three 
civilians were released. They were 
escorted off post and verb; 
not to return. jß 

SSG Bostick then b e ^ h to inter
rogate,, the men. Hjgp would pick 
one man from the cell and the 
rest would yell "Article 31" (the 
military version of the fifth 
amenilii.ii:!' mj cheer. -\ftorabout 
two minutes he would return to 
pickanothermanforquestloningand, 
the same thing would happen. Aftep 
questioning about 15 of the men, 
all he had was 15 names, ranks, 
service numbers, and units and 
Article 31. No one was answfring 
any questions. SSG Bostick talked 
with Major Miller, the officer in 
charge, and they decided that since 
they couldn't break our solidarity 
and they had no reason to charge 
us with anything, they would have 
to release us. As groups of men 
were released to their units, the 
rest would cheer. We knew that we 
had nothing to be afraid of be
cause we had done nothing wrong. 

The first thing all 35 men found 
out the next ipsrnlng .was that 
they were confined to quarters 
"pending investigation". Some of 
the men had to sign in every hour, 
others didn't. Some were con
stantly questioned, others weren't 
questioned at all, An official press 
release said that the men were 
returned to their units where it 
was up to their commanding of
ficers whether or not any action 
would be taken, but one group was 
informed by their commander that 
the o t rust ing them had 
come from General Pearson, the 
post commander. 

The civilians who had been r e 
leased went to the Shelter Half, 
a GI coffee house, and began calling 
the press . taf le t 
for distri- e # l . 

The next day the leaflet was all 
over the fort and a press con
ference had been set up. The staff 
at the coffee house had a list 
of the names of the 35 men and 
the rest of the week was spent on 
post visiting the men and acting 

liaison between the men and 
the 35 and the press. 

Most of this work was done on 
the sly because whenever the MPs 
found out that a staff member was 
on post, they were hassled and fol
lowed. A lot : of the men really 
felt isolated and u er«- being 
harassed and intimidated, but the 
visits by the Shelter Hall staff 
really helped keep up our morale. 

A few of. the men were told 
that charges were being brought 
against them for disobeying orders 
or not getting a haircut or having 
a rusty lock on their locker. The 
only reason for these absurd char
ges, most of them false, is be
cause the Army cannot punish a 
man for going to a meeting and 
speaking out against the war or 
the Army, so they' 11 find something 
else to punish them for. Officially, 
the reason for a man being busted 
will be because he didn't get a 
haircut, but the real reason will 
be because he attended a meeting 
of the American Servicemen's 
Union on post. Most of the men 
are not making any compromises 
by allowing themselves to be 
falsely charged. 

About half of the 35 arrested 
at the meeting were taken off re
striction by the end of the week, 
but the next day they were all 
confined to quarters again. This 
was done because; another Monday 
night meeting was planned, only 
at the Shelter Half this time. We 
wanted a chance to get together 
and talk about what had happened. 
But the Army doesn't like us get
ting ! at all. They can't 
legally tell us not to attend a meet
ing, but we can be put on restr ic

tion or extra duty so that it 's 
impossible to go anywhere. 

Since Monday night the Army 
has been steadily backing down. 
The first official press release 
said that we were arrested for 
having a "meeting of a political 
nature" on post. The most recent 
press release says that MPs were 
called to the service club because 
"boisterous activities" were re
ported and that men have always 
had the right to hold meetings on 

^post. By forcing the Army to say 
that we have this right, we have 
won it, but these meetings are not 
just gatherings; they serve a pur
pose. Actions can be planned to 
protest a war that we don't want 
to fight just to line the pockets 
of a few already rich men. Plans 
can be made for local newspapers. 
Men can get together and discuss 
actions against a totalitarian army 
where the rank and file enlisted 
man is nothing more than an ani
mal; a replaceable cog in a gigan
tic death machine. 

This incident is not over. Men 
are still confined to quarters and 
charges can still be brought against 
us. You can help us be contacting 
the public information office at 
Fort Lewis with inquiries about the 
meeting and asking them why the 
men are still restricted. The Army 
doesn't like publicity, so you can 
help us by spreading the word. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Shelter Half 
5437 South Tacoma Way 
Tacoma 
GR5-9875 

Bruce Frederick 
ONE OF THE 35 

OUT OF 

VIETNAM 

INTO 
KOREA 

During the past few months the 
number of men sent from Fort 
Lewis to Korea has been in
creasing. As many as 800 men a 
day on some occasions have left 
McCord for Korea. These men 
have, for the most part, had 
engineering MOS's. The kind 
of skills meeded for construction 
work. What's being constructed in 
Korea? 

According to General West* 
moreland the setting Is right for 
another Korean conflict. At a news 
conference last month, Westmore
land said that another Korean war 
was "certainly a possibility". He 
refused to give any reason other 
than "because of the attitude of 
the North Korean leadership." 

A large number of troops being 
withdrawn from Viet Nam are being 
sent to other US bases in the Pa
cific. Units are not being deacti
vated and men are not being sent 
home. 

This all adds up to one thing: 
the Army is , with malice afore
thought, preparing for another war 
with Korea. When they feel that the 
war in Viet Nam can no longer be 
supported by their lies, they'll 
simply start fighting in Korea. 
The war will not be over, the lo
cation will just change. 

Reprinted from 
GI Paper, FED UP 

A NEW CALL TO RESIST ILLEGITIMATE AUTHORITY 
Opponents of the Vietnam War 

have worked to end it in many ways, 
some through conventional pol
itics, some by supporting draft 
resistance or attacking university 
complicity in militarism. Others 
have carried resistance further, 
destroying draft files and develop
ing opposition within the armed 
forces. 

We believe that resistance to 
many forms of Illegitimate autho
rity is necessary to bring health 
to this country and make it a 
constructive force instead of a 
terror In the politics of nations. 

Therefore, we support those who 
resist by 

. refusing to register for the 
draft or submit to induction 

impeding the operations of 
draft boards and induction centers 

. expressing anti-war views 
while In the armed forces, or re 
fusing to obey illegal or immoral 
orders , or absenting themselves 
without leave 

. conducting rent and workers' 
strikes, boycotts, and similar 
direct actions aimed at ending 
exploitation in the fields, In fact
ories, in housing 

organizing against harass
ment by police, by the FBI, by 
the courts, and by Congress 

. organizing sit-ins, strikes, 
and any principled actions at 
schools and universities, to end 
racist practices and direct com
plicity with militarism • 

The Vietnam war has reminded 
us that major decisions can be 
made in the United States in cynical 
disregard of the clearly expressed 
will of the people and with little 
concern for those most affected, 
at home and abroad. The war has 
also illustrated the readiness of 
the U.S. to use violence to impose 
the social arrangements of its 
choice and to destroy those who 
attempt to achieve popular control 
over their affairs. Closely linked 
to the government, providing its 
top personnel and shaping its 
policies, are the centers of private 

power, the great corporations that 
control the economic life of the 
nation and, Increasingly, of the 
world. They are governed not by 
popular will but by corporate in
terests as determined by a narrow 
autocratic elite. The government's 
resort to force to impose decisions 
of a ruling elite is one sign of 
failing democratic institutions and 
thus of the illegitimacy of the 
state. Both the use of police and 
the military and the absence of 
democratic control over major In
stitutions underscore the illegiti
macy of the authority that sets 

le policy in the U.S. and es-
lishes the framework for social 

But It is not enough to de-
the exercise of illegitimate 

is illegitimate, it 

the war and the 
lught peace groups 

with police, courts, 
universities. :in- Is run sur

prising, for the war has its roots 
deep In our society and to oppose 
it seriously is to attack a wide 
range of evils and the institutions 
that sponsor them. A brief re
view of five areas of illegitimate 

1. pSe war on \ietnuii. is 
neither a unique folly m-i i n e r r H 
in judgement. Since the end Of 
the last century, U.S. power has 
been used for economic, political 
and culturaiexploitationof smallfe 
and poorer nations. The "acceler
ated pacification," the most fero
cious non-nuclear bombing in 
history, and the deceitful ma
neuvering In Paris are recent 
manifestations of a global strategy 
aimed at building an integrated 
world system dominated by the U.S. 
Thus seen, Vietnam is one of a 
long series of interventions in the 
affairs of many nations: Greece, 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, 
Guatemala, Iran, Laos, Thailand, 
the Congo, the Philippines, and 
others. Motivated by a mixture of 
private interests and misplaced 
convictions, the Pax Americana 

continues to inflict suffering and 
subservience on much of the Third 
World. V 

2. The Vietnam War has also 
brought the human and economic 
cost of the garrison state at home. 
It has allowed an insatiable mili
tary organization to claim over half 
of the federal budget, directly and 
indirectly. {A tenth is allocated to 
health, education, and welfare.) 
Beyond that, President Nixon has 
promoted the MIRV and the ABM, 
both bellicose gestures cowards 
( hina and the Soviet Union as well 
as extravagant subsidies of aero
space industries. The Pentagon has 
Insisted recently that military ex
penditures, even "afterVietnam," 
will remain at current levels, in 
order to "resupply and modern
ize" the armed forces. And in 

llffltes and cities, a martial mood 
prevails as police and national 
guardsmen arm themselves with 
new weapons, gas the Berkeley 
campus from helicopter« and, 
there and elsewhere, shoot at citi
zens, particularly the poor and 
the young. Dissidents in the army 
face heavy sentences; and for young 
men generally, the draft remains 
the prime symbol of social obli
gation. In brief, the violence of 
the state has come Increasingly' 
to threaten or control the lives 
of U.S. citizens. 

3. This triumph of illegiti
mate force has continued to enrich 
the rich. Cost-plus defense and 
space contracts have guaranteed 
affluence to a handful of corpor
ations and subsidized their growth, 
while the real wages of workers, 
after inflation and spiraling taxes, 
have diminished. The non-
unionized and the unemployed are, 
obviously, the worst victims: wel
fare programs, ill-conceived to 
begin with, have been cut back or 
left languishing, more an insult 
than an aid. Real welfare pro
grams have been reserved for the 
wealthy: tax loopholes, the oil 
depletion allowance, airline sub

sidies, farm subsidies, highway 
projects, urban renewal, subsidies 
to elite universities and so on. 
In the past government policy has 
characteristically preserved or 
increased the distance between 
rich and poor. The policy of per
manent preparation for war is no 
exception. 

4. Lilje wealth, control over 
institutions has been unequally dis
tributed and Irresponsibly used. 
The mistreatment by police of 
the people they supposedly serve 
has been only the most blatant 
example. Schools have failed to 
educate the children of poor and 
working class families, thus 
guaranteeing their Impotence In a 
technological society: in most 
inner cities, fewer than half the 
students who enter high school 
graduate; In New York City, where 
Blacks and Puerto Ricans makeup 
about naif of the student pop
ulation, only a fifth of the grad
uates of academic (I.e., college-
oriented) high schools are Black 
or Puerto Klean - and only a 
fifth of those graduates go on to 
college» Yet attempts by parents 
to improve the schools through 
community control have been 
fought bitterly by New York's 

educational bureaucracy. Or to 
take a rather different instance, 
heavily subsidized highways have 
displaced families and foreclosed 
possibilities for mass transport 
systems that might serve all -
hardly a surprise, given the de
pendence of the nation's largest 
corporations on the automible. In
dustrial wastes, oil leakages, and 
municipal sewage rob citizens of 
beaches and streams and, with the 
fouling of the atmosphere, literally 
threaten the continuation of life. 
In short, most people have little 
control over the conditions of their 
work, their education, their pro
tection, their means of transport -
indeed, the air they breathe and 
the water they drink. 

5. The most powerless have 
been people of color. U S history 
has Included the systematic con
quest and slaughter of American 
Indians, the enslavement, degra
dation, and murder of Afro-A
mericans, the callous exploitation 
of Chicanos, the detention and rob
bery of Japanese-Americans, and 
the use of atomic weapons, napalm, 
gas, and crop-destroying chemi
cals against people of the third 
world. Consequently, U.S citizens 
Inherit a nation in which White 
privilege and White power are part 
of the "natural" order and struc
ture of society. People of color 
die at a (disproportionate rate In 
warfare or "peace." They >are 
unemployed disproportionately, 
receive inferior education 
disproportionately, are humiliated 
disproportionately. Despite the re
cent recognition of some mystical, 
undefined " rac ism" by official 
government commissions, the liv
ing conditions of non-whites have 
remained intolerable. Every effort 
by non-Whitesto gain power, even 
In their own communities, has been 
met by violent opposition; militant 
Blacks, determined to bring about 
the promised changes, are 1 har
assed, jailed, killed.or forced into 
exile. In many ghettoes, there Is 
virtual war between Blacks and 
predominantly'White police. 

Two years ago, the first Call 
to Resist Illegitimate Authority 
focused on the war and the draft. 
But we cannot oppose the war 
without opposing the institutions 
that support and maintain it. Im-
perallsm, militarism, economic 
exploitation, undemocratic power, 
racism: though the words may 
seem stale, they describe the exer
cise of illegitimate authority in 
the United States today. Again, we 
call upon all to join us in the strug
gle against illegitimate authority. 
NOW IS THE TIME TO RESIST 

Reprinted from RESIST 

file://-/ftor
file:///ietnuii
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UNITED STATES.' ARMED CONFRONTATION 
The rebellion which look place in the 

Watts (California) ghetto on August 18, 
1965 when the Afro-American masses as
serted forever their resolve to destroy the 
unjust social, political and economic sys
tem that oppresses them marked the be
ginning of a new and important stage char
acterized by armed confrontations with the 
U.S. power structure. At that time it was 
fully verified that the Afro-Americans, like 
their brothers of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, have no way out other than 
armed struggle to assert the rights denied 
to them by the agelong North American 
racialist system. 

Ever since then the readiness to. fight 
and the formidable combat ability of the 
Afro-American masses are recognized every
where; they realized that the racist power 
structure may not only be shaken to its 
very foundation but also destroyed by 
wielding the weapons, by incessantly strik
ing at the enemy, by harassing him at all 
times and everywhere until he rs defeated. 
The crimes committed against the Afro-
Americans during four centuries of oppres
sion will collapse in the United States, 
crushed by the black people, the makers 
of their complete liberation. 

The names of many cities are linked 
today to that of Watts, for its example set 
in motion those who have been oppressed 
for over 400 years, those who, from their 
ghettos, shout their war cry, "Black 

Power!," and pull other sections which 
are similarly exploited, humiliated and 
massacred—the unemployed, the rebel 

youth, the Mexicans and Puerto Ricans. 
Selma, Harlem, Detroit, Newark and other 
ghettos have followed the example of 
Watts, and many more will join the Afro-
American rebellion. Their struggle will in
creasingly strengthen and extend, just like 

the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese 
people developed and became invincible. 

The forerunner of the Afro-American 
struggle was Malcolm X, who correctly 
viewed the road of armed struggle as the 

only one leading to the destruction of the 
U.S. racist and imperialist power structure. 
He called upon his black brothers to fighl 
for the destruction of racism and the liber
ation of the Afro-American masses. His 
name, along with the names of other com
batants who fell fighting for the same as
pirations, is a banner of the struggle and 
an everlasting example. 

The Afro-American people reject the 
pacifist preachings financed, in many cases, 
by imperialist foundations like Ford and 
Rockefeller; they condemn conciliation 
because it only fastens more firmly the 
chains of racist oppression, and do not 
forgive the traitors who desert the battle
field. 

The firm resolve of the Afro-American 
combatants increases the number of their 
friends and allies in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. Together with the peoples 
of the three continent!, the Afro-American 
people will march forward unrcstrainably. 
Thi-ir determined fight will not be checked 
by lanks or army troops or the so-called 
National Guard. The level of conscientious
ness and organization reached by the Afro-

American people in their struggle gua
rantees their ultimate victory. 

The US imperialists, bent on maintain
ing the Afro-American masses oppressed,-

in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The 
peoples of the three continents will continue 
to inflict new defeats until they crush the 
very foundations of US imperialism. In this 
endeavor they will strike alongside their 
Afro-American brothers. 

The Executive Secretariat of OSPAAAL, 
on the commemoration of the IV aniver-
sary of the rebellion of the Watts black 
ghetto, denounces the plans for the physical 
elimination of the Afro-American leaders 
and combatants, exhorts all the progressive 
forces in the United States and the world 
to mobilize and demand the release of all 
the Afro-American fighters and calls upon 
its member organizations and the revolu
tionary forces of the world, particularly 
the progressive forces of the United States, 
to back resolutely the struggle for libera
tion of our Afro-American brothers by 
carrying out concrete actions of support. 

We call upon the Afro-American masses 
to strenghten their unity of action. We are 
fully aware of the importance of their 
struggle, for they are striking at US im
perialism from inside while we are dis
membering it from the outside. 

ARMY TRIES 

TO KIDNAP GI 

CONDITIONS QUESTIONED 
ARMY PIGS OINK 

Brothers: 

Fort Lewis," Washington (LNS)--
The Army's attempts to stifle 

'growing GI dissent have now ex
tended to kidnapping. 

Steve Gilbert, one of the foun
ders of FTA (the Ft. Knox under
ground paper) and an active GI 
organizer, came perilously close 
to being shanghied to Korea this 
week. Only the strategic presence 
of a group of vocal civilians pre
vented him from being unwillingly 
shipped overseas. 

Gilbert refused orders to report 
to Korea last spring and went 
AWOL from Ft. Knox Instead, 
spending his time travelling around 
the country building the GI move
ment He returned to the Army 
early in October "because that's 
where our fight is now." Two 
hours after he turned himself in 
to military authorities at Ft. Knox 
(where the Army had promised 
they would court-martial him) he 
was shipped to Ft. Lewis Wash
ington, and placed in the stockade. 
On Oct. 24 he was told he was 
going to Korea, and was put on 
the passenger list for the 1:00a.m. 
flight. He managed a phone call to 
his law}er, who then protested 
through the proper channels and 
was assured that Gilbert would not 
be shipped. Nevertheless 
Gilbert's name was not withdrawn 
from the passenger list. 

That night, Gilbert was taken 
under armed guard and held in 
confinement until half an hour be
fore his scheduled departure. The 
Army tried to process him sepa
rately and slip him onto the plane 
secretly. But the Army lost the 
day. A group of civilians from the 
Shelter Half Coffee House spotted 
Gilbert and raised an ear-splitting 
rucus, screaming and yelling for 
the GI to be set free. (The coffee 
house organizers had been tipped 
off by Gilberts's lawyer that he 
would be boarding the plane.) The 
Army hustled Gilbert, fist raised, 
into a van. The captive soldier was 
whisked awaybyhis Army abductors 
and that particular plane left for 
Korea without him. 

Gilbert's refusal to fight in 
Korea stems from a recognition 
of what U.S. presence there is 
all about. " I won't allow myself 
to be used by giant corporations," 
he says, "which want "to make a 
lot of money in war torn 
countries." The ever growing war 
in Korea involves the same U S 
interests which brought half a mil

lion troops to Vietnam. Gilbert un
derstands this, and states, " It 's 
about time this country was run 
by the people and not just by a 
few big shots." 

Gilbert is still in the Ft. Lewis 
Stockade, and is liable to be kid
napped again at anytime. His law
yer and other civilians are for
bidden to see him. The Army 
would love to get Steve Gilbert 
alone in Korea, away from his 
civilian lawyer and the American 
press . It 's much easier to court-
martial him there, and the Korean 
stockade is even more brutal than 
those here in, the states. Most 
important, it would separate him 
from the fast growing GI move
ment here. 

GI's all over the country are be
ginning to realize that American 
justice is a myth, that American 
"freedom" means imperialism. 
The growing GI movement is effec
tive -- so effective that the up
tight Army is trying desperately to 
terminate it and its leaders --
with extreme prejudice. 

After reading of the suicide of 
Pvt. David L. Swanson, 21, of 
New Britain, Connecticut, whowas 
stationed at Fort Dix, New Jersey, 
I am sending the enclosed material 
for publication. 

I am doing so, because I am 
convinced that the US. Armed For
ces is rampant with sadistic cri
minals who have unrestricted 
power over the lives of the broth
e rs who don the uniform of this 
decaying society. The suicide of 
Pvt. Swanson is a classic example 
of the powers these brain-washed 
brutes wield over the enlisted men. 
From one end of America to the 
next, the military reeks of bar
barism and fascism, since it is 
no longer an Institution designed 
to protect the people and the po
litics of the United States, but has 
become a brazen and grotesque 
abomination across the entire face 
of the world; existing only to feed 
the flesh of oppressed people into 
the bowels of the earth under the 
Iron Boot of Imperialism. When 
a country becomes so greedy and 
so tyrannical as to destroy human 
life in such a wanton and callous 
way, that country forfeits the right 
to expect loyalty and support from 
the people, for it cannot and does 
not have the interest of the people 
at heart. 

I cannot accept the death of Pvt. 
Swanson as suicide. He was killed 
by his so- called country, who would 
make a defender of imperialism 
and international murder of him--
even at the cost of his own life--
stateside--in a so-called place and 
time of peace. 

In the case of PFC Jennings, 
which first came to my attention 
in the New York Post in the column 
of James Wechsler, the same cal
lous disregard for life is dis
played by the military. It is a 
vicious man-eating machine which 
must be tamed by the people, by 
whatever means necessary, in 
order to assure that the torture 
and murder of persons in the mili
tary sites across the country and 
the world ended. 

I hope the fate of PFC Jennings 
was not as hopeless as that of 
Pvt. Swanson and others of the 
Fort Dix complex. If It was, how
ever, it is the duty of the people 
to establish a direct Civilian Com
mand to sit in judgement of the 
Company Commanders and other 
military elites who are the pro
bable cause of the deaths of sol
diers who in some form or ano
ther, protest conditions of servi
tude in the Armed Forces. 

ALL POWER TO 
SEIZE THE TIME 
D. Weitz 

THE PEOPLE 

In Vietnam The 

Vietnamese People Say 

If The 

Enemy Refuses 

To Get Out 

Annihilate Him" 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
Office of the Surgeon General 
Washington, D.C. 20315 
Miss Dorothy V. Weltz 
464 Clinton Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11238 
Dear Miss Weitz: 

President Nixon has asked that 
I reply to your recent letter re
garding the physical condition of 
Private First Class Joseph J. Jen
nings, and his medical qualifica
tions for continued military ser 
vice and duty in Viet Nam. , 

Private Jennings Is currently at 
home on leave. He is scheduled 
to report into Fort Dix, New Jer
sey the latter part of this month. 
Due to earlier inquiries I had al
ready telephonedthe Post Surgeon, 
Fort Dix, New Jersey, who has 
overall medical supervison for 
personnel assigned to that instal
lation. He assured me that P r i 
vate Jennings' condition will be 
thoroughly evaluated. After this 
evaluation has been completed and 
carefully reviewed by the consul
tant staff of this office, a decision 
will be made with respect to Pr i 
vate Jennings' assignment limi
tations. 

I trust that I have been of asslt-
ance . Please rest assured that 
Private Jennings will receive pro
per medical care according to his 
needs. Private Jennings will not 
be assigned to duties outside the 
realm of his physical capabilities. 
Lenoard D. Heaton 
Lieutenant General 
The Surgeon General 

FT. DIX 
COFFEE HOUSE 

EVICTION 
Wrlghtstown (LNS) -- The GI 

movement at Ft. Dix is the largest 
and most advanced in the country, 
and this is due partly to the Cof
feehouse for GIs in Wrlghtstown. 
The organizing efforts of the Cof
feehouse bring hundreds of GIs 
every week to relax, listen to mu
sic and talk about fighting im
perialism, and they pulled off the 
first demonstration where thou
sands of civilians invaded an Army 
base last Oct. 12. 

These successes, however, have 
resulted in an eviction notice for 
Nov. 25. The sight of 10,000 people 
marching up their main street, 
and the spectre of rebellious GIs 
and future demonstrations, led the 
businessman of the town to coerce 
the landlord to evict the Coffee
house people. 

The Coffeehouse is fighting the 
eviction in court their case is 
being taken by the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Union. 
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GI COFFEE HOUSE 

INQUIRY 

Brandenburg, Ky. --Nineyoung 
people have been jailed here be
cause of their involvement with a 
controversial GI coffee house near 
Fort Knox, Ky. 

F ive of them were arrested 
October 30 for maintaining a 
"common public nuisance" and 
failure to comply with sanitary 
regulations". Their bond was set 
at $1,000 for the nuisance charge, 
and $500 for the sanitary violation. 

The next day four others were 
cited for contempt, because they 
refused to answer questions about 
the coffee house put to them by 
the Meade County Grand Jury. Cir
cuit Court Judge Murray Beard 
ordered them kept in jail until 
they purge themselves of contempt 
by answering the questions. 

A series of court actions have 
harassed the organizers of the cof
fee house ever since they opened 
it In September. It has also been 
firebombed twice, and there have 
been other threats of violence. 

The coffee house is sponsored 
by the same group of people who 
publish FTA at Fort Knox--one 
of the first two underground GI 
newspapers. 
actions was to call for a nation
wide sick call for GIs, to coin
cide with the November 13 Mora
torium actions. Both GIs from the 
base and civilian supporters from 
Louisville are involved in the cof
fee house. 

The owner of the building took 
them to court in September and 
won an eviction. The coffee house 
sponsors had to post a $10,000 
bond in order to stay in the cof
fee house pending their appeal of 
the eviction. 

Then 14 people were summoned 
to testify before the Grand Jury 
in early October, to determine "if 
the coffee house has broken any 
state laws". All of them refused 
to answer questions about the cof
fee house, on the basis of Section 
11 of the Kentucky Constitution--
a provision against self incrimi
nation. 

On October 30, six people were 
indicted on the two charges: the 
Rev. Terry Davis and his wife, 
Kathleen, Dave Portugal, Susan 
Schermerhorn, Robert Rodes, and 
Tom Jackson, a GI at the base. 
All had been questioned by the 
Grand Jury. All but Portugal, who 
was out of town, were arrested. 
The judge said that the only bail 

that would be accepted would be 
cash or Meade County property. 

They are charged with "main
taining a common public nuisance 
by willfully, knowingly and unlaw
fully suffer, procure and permit 
diverse idle and evil-disposed per
sons to habitually and frequent" 
the coffee house, " to the common 
public nuisance and annoyance of 
all the good citizens of the Com
monwealth of Kentucky...in the 
neighborhood." 

The next day, the Grand Jury 
asked Judge Beard to cite others 
for contempt. Steve Goldsmith of 
Louisville was the only one given 
the opportunity to make a state
ment. 

He said he would not answer 
questions about the coffee house 
because " I saw five people Indicted 
here yesterday because of their 
involvement" with It, and he was 
unwilling to incriminate himself. 

Goldsmith told the court about 
a firebomb that had been thrown 
at the coffee house the night before. 
" I think it 's terrible-I think that 
should be Investigated", he said. 
We respect life. That's why we 
oppose the Vietnam war and why 
we opened the coffee house". The 
judge cut him off. 

When Lt. Larry Shapiro tried 
to explain why he would not answer, 
the commonwealth's attorney In
terrupted: "Now, the purpose of 
this hearing is not to permit Mr. 
Shapiro to make a political,prop
agandists speech. He should be 
thrown in jail". Jeff Ithen, a GI, 
and Kathy Jackson (whose husband, 
Tom, had been indicted the day 
before) were also jailed. The Jack
son's 18-month-oldchildwas being 
cared for by friends. 

In the closing moments of the 
session, the Grand Jury indicted 
Jackson and Shapiro for drinking 
an intoxicating beverage in a public 
place "sometime In September." 

The judge changed his ruling on 
bond, under pressure from the 
state Court of Appeals, to permit 
the five people indicted to use 
an out-of-county bondsman. How
ever, three of them said they would 
stay In jail In protest against ex
cessive bond, until the bail is re
duced. 

Rallies outside the court house 
over the weekend have drawn sup
porters from the base and from 
Louisville. 

STATEMENT 
OFTHE 

BEAVER '55' 
The destruction of the records 

of the Indianapolis draft boards Is 
an attempt to call to the atten
tion of the American people the 
extent to which the government 
is betraying the ideals of justice 
and freedom embodied in the docu
ments on which this country was 
founded. 

The United States Army has be
come the instrument by which the 
interests of corporations are pro
tected, the efforts of the national 
liberations are thwarted and reac
tionary regimes are kept in power. 
The Ameican war in Vietnam is 
only one example of military power 
being used to support a regime 
which opposes the struggle of a 
people for social justice and inde
pendence. Nixon's promise to end 
the war in Vietnma is merely a 
tactical move. It is aimed at paci
fying the American people. How
ever, it fails to put in question 
the recurrent use of military power 
by the United States Government 
to protect financial interests and 
reactionary regimes abroad. The 
samesubordination of human needs 
to financial interests is followed 

here at home. While cities decay, 
the air and water resources are 
irrevocably polluted and the work
ing class is most heavily pena
lized by taxes, the government 
spends extravagantly on weapons 
and continues to protect the 
wealthy with tax exemptions, de
pletion allowances, and political 
favoritism. 

We call upon the American peo
ple to take charge again of their 
affairs by putting an end to the 
dictatorship of the military and 
the rich. This is not the first 
time that a draft board is de
stroyed by Americans concerned 
about the future of the nation. 
We hope that this action will en
courage many others to take all 
the necessary steps to make this 
nation a republic of, by, and for 
the people. 

In due time we will reveal our 
identities. We are not criminals 
ashamed of our nation. We trust 
that the American people will vin
dicate us. 

BEAVER 55 

Photo by David FentoiV LNS 

ENTRANCE TO FT. DIX "FREEDOM" STOCKADE 

WHO ARE THE 
CONSPIRATORS? 

Memphis, Tenn. — Four Black 
marines are facing 86 years in 
the brig, in a conspiracy case 
unfolding at a naval air station 
north of here. 

The men have been charged with 
conspiracy, rioting and some 25 
counts of conspiratorial assault. 
The charges stem from a clash 
between White and Black marines 
on July 21--ten days after a major 
marine uprising at Camp Lejune, 
N.C. 

Their trials are scheduled to 
start November 17. A fifth marine, 
who was to have gone on trial 
with them, died under mysterious 
circumstances October 31. 

The men all served In Vietnam. 
All were wounded, and one was 
awarded the bronze star. They 
were brought here to recuperate. 
After stays in the hospital, they 
were transferred to the "casual 
company" to await transfers or - -
in the case of two men—dis
charges. 

The four Marines are: Perry 
Backstrom. 21, Meridian, Miss.; 
Oscar Terry, 19, Paducah, Ky.; 
Arthur McCall, 20, Birmingham, 
Ala. and Charles Nickson, 23, 
Memphis, Tenn. Joe Talton, 22, 
of Singleton, La. died before 
coming to trial. 

Black marines here had estab
lished a tradition of getting to
gether most evenings to drink, 
talk and listen to music. It is 
illegal to drink on the base but 
they had never been ordered to 
stop—although it was done quite 
openly. 

On the evening of July 20, they 
drank till about 10 p.m. In a field 
behind the hospital and then started 
back. About eight or ten of the 
men headed toward their barracks. 
When they were about 20 yards 

from the door, they heard someone 
shout: "Here come them drunken 
niggers, now." 

As they entered the building, 
they encountered about 13-15 
Whites, holding billy clubs. One 
man hit Backstrom, who was in 
front, on the head. Backstrom took 
the club away and hit back. 

Fighting became general, and 
lasted for 10 to 15 minutes. Blows 
were struck on both sides. Then 
the Black marines went into a 
nearby bar, the Rathskeller, and 
fighting began there, too. Within 
15 minutes It was all over. There 
were no serious injuries. 

Unknown to the Black marines, 
rumors of an impending Black riot 
had been circulating in the company 
since 3 p.m. A White man, Sgt. 
Rogers, testified that he was told 
"the colored people were coming 
to take over the barracks". Rogers 
said his informant was Cpl. Car-
thon, a Black man who has since 
been promoted to Sergeant. 

To deal with this threat, some
one sawed broom handles down into 
clubs. Rogers said these were de
livered to him during the afternoon. 
Thirty-eight men were assigned 
to security duty--anunusuallyhlgh 
number. When the Black marines 
came back to their barracks, part 
of this force was waiting for them. 

The Black marines and their 
supporters are asking many ques
tions: 

Who were the conspirators? The 
Black marines--who came back, 
admittedly drunk, to find a posse 
of club-wleldlng Whites waiting for 
them? Or the Whites--who had been 
preparing for a confrontation since 
3 p.m., to the extent of sawing 
down broom handles? 

Why were Black men the only-
ones questioned and charged, even 

though there were fully as many 
Whites Involved? Why conspiracy 
charges? If any charge fits the 
circumstances, surely drunk and 
disorderly comes closer. And why 
were they never told to stop drink
ing on base--even though lt was 
clearly against regulations? 

Relations between Blacks and 
Whites have been tense at this 
base. The Blacks feel strongly that 
racial prejudice exists. 

"I am Black", one of the four 
marines said. "I served in Viet
nam, In which I was wounded. 
I faced death many times. Sup
posed to be fighting for my coun
try. And I come back to the States 
and I'm treated like the same old 
Black nigger that I was supposed 
to be before I left. 

"They don't come right out and 
say, 'You can't go in this mess 
hall'. But they do little, petty 
things." 

Black marines are in a small 
minority at this base and many 
of them find It more comfortable 
to stay together. (No one appears 
to find it remarkable, or 
sinister, that Whites at the base 
stick together, too.) 

"Whenever we get together, they 
go out of their way to break it up," 
another of the men said. '-'When
ever four, five brothers would 
get together, they'll come up to 
the group and say, 'Break It up'. 
Any time they see Black people 
together, they think we must be 
trying to plot something. They're 
up tight." 

The trial Is scheduled to begin 
November 17. Support for the 
marines is building on the base, 
and In the Black and White com
munities of Memphis, in the mean
time. 
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ANOTHER BLACK MAN 
USED FOR TARGET PRACTICE 

On November 6, 1969 at 
12:45 a.m., a Black man,, Charles 
Brumfield, 24, was murdered in the 
midst of hundreds of non-lookers 
on the corner of Geary and Kearny 
Streets. 

Eye witnesses on the scene stated 
that Brumfield was maliciously 
murdered, when shot In the back 
of the head for reasons still un
known. After the investigation It 
was revealed that Brumfield was 
suspected of passing a bad check 
at the Bank of America on Market 
Street. 

Brumfield took the Geary Street 
exit from the Bank of America and 
crossed over to the other side of 
Geary Street approaching a (police 
officer) pig who was stationed in 
the front ot American Savings Bank 
at the corners of Market and 
Kearny Streets. 

He was then followed by an off 
duty pig In plain clothes, William 
D. Taylor, 33. Chief of Inspectors, 
Lee, stated that Taylor had " r ea 
sonably and understandably" be
lieved a robbery had taken place. 

Even though the eyes of the so-
called law terms this as "neces
sary and justifiable" we are well 
aware of this as murder in the 
streets of San Francisco. 

Eye witness, Frank Mendes, 64, 
of 21 Double Rock Road, stated "he 

' • : , - : : ; : : 

(the pig) did not say a word. He'to protect, by firing his loaded po-
stopped and took deliberate aim lice revolver Into the crowded 
before he shot. He was about 10 streets without a warning. 

As for having a gun In his poses-
slon Charles Brumfield had none as 
suspected, and as for gesters of 
going inside his shirt as If to have 
a gun seems way out of proportion 
when Brumfield was shot in thé back 
of the head without any defense. 

Jacqueline Brown, 22, of42Brod-
erick Street, stated "there was no 
excuse to kill him. I though this 
man with the gun was some kind 
of maniac". Are these the kind of 
law enforcement officers we want to 
protect our communities, trig
ger happy fanatics? 

Not stated in the racist news 
media was the fact that two on-
duty pig officers were stationed on 
both corners of Geary and Kearny 
Streets, by American Savings and 
Crocker Citizen Banks and there was 

•,*!. no escape from the triangle Brum
field was in. This murder of Black 

CHARLES BRUMFIELD people is ruthless and Insane with no 
criteria except being Black. 

Shall Black people accept this as 
or 15 feet away from Brumfield". justifiable homicide as we did for 
Another witness said Brumfield George Baskette, Bobby Hutton and 
could have been stopped for ques- Joe Lithscombe ? 
tioning. 

Also by these statements you can SAN FRANCISCO STATE COLLEGE 
see that the pig has no regard for Black Student Union 
human lives, he has the authority pr ice Cumby 

D.C., VICTIM OF 
FASCIST FRAME-UP 

Field Marshal Don Cox, kid
napped on November 7, 1969 at 
approximately 11:00 p.m. Field 
Marshal Don Cox was kidnappedoff 
the streets of New York City and 
charged with possession of deadly 
firearms. It is known to the Black 
Panther Party that our Field Mar-

• shal was not armed and that this 
Is just another fascist frame-up of 
this rotten society to eliminate the 
leadership of the Black Panther 
Party in particular and Black peo
ple in general. Don Cox was un
armed when he was kidnapped and 
charged with this ridiculous 
charge. He is being held because 
of his activities in serving and 
meeting the basic needs and de
sires of the people. Don Cox is 
a political prisoner. He is being 
held on trumped-up charges that 

were inspired by Pig J. Edgar 
Hoover. Don Cox has gone forth 
and helped the branches ofthe Party 
in New York establish such things 
as the Free Breakfast Program and 
just recently, our Free Clothing 
Rally, and because of this he is 
being detained and held on a fas
cist frame-up. We are calling on 
the aid and support of the people 
to help the Black Panther Party 
end these atrocities that are being 
committed on the leaders of the 
Black Panther Party in particular 
and Black people in general. 

BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
2026 7th Ave. 
Hai lern, N.Y. 
864-8951 

SEIZE THE TIME FIELD MARSHAL D.C. 

GESTAPO PIGS PATROL 
HALLS OF EAST HIGH 

Turned off terrorist remnants 
of the third reich, now patrol the 
halls of East High School here in 
Denver. 

Two examples of pig fascism 
were seen carrying guns and 
walkie-talkies in the halls of a 
building of "miseducation." These 
so - called plain clothes pigs 
brought into the schools for alleged 
protection of certain students at 
East, is another example of the 
oppression of all people of color 
by this capitalistic society called 
Babylon or Amerlkkka. 

The pigs are finally getting it 
through their hard hog heads, that 
the people will not stand still for 
long under this oppression. They, 
(pigs) are also vaguely realizing 
that the youth makes the revolution, 
and that the youth of today has be
come educated to the conditions of 
this capitalistic society and are de
termined to throw off their inher

ited yoke of oppression. 
When it becomes necessary for 

the so-called servants ofthe people 
to invade the halls of an "inst i 
tution of education", also there for 
serving the people, with weapons of 
war, it then becomes necessary for 
all concerned people (students, 
parents, etc.,)toretaliate accord
ingly. 

Why do these pork piglets storm 
our halls like foreign troops do 
when occupying territory? Why do 
these wretched dogs trot around in 
plain clothes when they are sup
posed to be servants of the people? 
Why don't they wear the uniform 
that symbolizes their true job; that 
of a lackey fool for the avaricious 
businessmen, and the demagogic 
lying politicians that constitute 
this society? 

Don't these demented idiots real
ize that even without their uniforms 
and badges that they still intimidate 

the people? Don't they know that the 
people are hip to what they are 
trying to put down? When are they 
going to realize that as long as the 
Black Panther Party, the People's 
Vanguard, continues to educate the 
people, that the masses will not 
allow this to happen for long. Do 
they realize all this? Character-
stically and evidently not. These 
are some ofthe contradictions that 
make the revolution. 

ALL POWER TO THOSE THAT 
DESERVE IT. 
FREE LANDON, RORY, CHAIR
MAN BOBBY 
FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISON
ERS! 

Lola Wilson 
P.I.T. Manual High School 
Colorado Chapter 
Black Panther Party 

FASCIST PIG 

RIPS OFF 

REVOLUTIONARY 
I have been asked by the Deputy 

Minister of Education of the Black 
Panther Party to prepare a trans
cript regarding the life and death 
of the late brother Wei ton "Butch" 
Armstead. However, I do not act
ually believe my account will be 
totally adequate, for my knowledge 
of this fallen warrior only goes back 
a few months before his savage mur
der at the hands of the racist dog 
policeman. It would be more ap
propriate that brother Lewis Jack
son would prepare this transcript 
for he and Armstead were the closest 
of comrades. However Lewis Jack
son has since then been railroaded 
to prison and at present Is a federal 
prisoner in the King County Jail. 

It Isn't difficult to determine what 
would inspire a seventeen year old 
Black man to rise up against a sea 
of troubles imposed upon him and 
his people since his entre on this 
decadent American soil. Freedom, 
decent housing, education, an end 
to the robbery by the capitalists 
and the genocide and total exploi
tation of a race of people are surely 
some of the motivating factors. 

Butch Armstead came to the Black 
Panther Party fuU o f z e a l a n d hope 
and life. He was a beautiful young 
brother, tall, thin, and slimly built-
He walked with a slight bob and 
weave typifying many brothers in 
the ghetto. 

This brother was eager to learn 
also, and I found him to be highly 
intelligent for his age. In fact, It 
shocked me when I found he was only 
seventeen. He performed and 
reasoned with the experience of a 
thirty year old man. The estatic 

disclosure of this man was bewitch
ing. Such, In fact that he was ele
vated to a position underground in 
the organizational structure of the 
Party. 

So Welton Armstead was only se
venteen years of age. He was the 
father of one and was recognized 
by his revolutionary counterparts 
as a "young warrior" and a man. 
Perhaps my evaluation bares pre
judice; however, ' I find it to be 
the overwhelming consensus. 

On a dreary, rainy afternoon In 
October 1968, word reached my 
ears that Butch Armstead was 
dead--shot In the back In the t ra
dition of other freedom fighters who 
chose to oppose the established 
order in this decadent land. Butch's 
life could have easily been spared. 
I'm quite sure that most people, 
Black, Brown and White are hip to 
the details surrounding the vigour -
ous unwarranted taking of his life. 
Butch was shot down right before 
the eyes of his mother and sister. 
They stood and pleaded helplessly 
as the racist pig Er ling Buttedahl 
took the life of their brother and 
son. Butch was taken to the In
firmary (and robbed of sixty dol
la rs by pig vultures on the way) 
while Mrs. Mapps (his mother) and 
his sister were taken to jail for 
interfering with murder. The cop 
was tried and after four hours of 
deliberating, was (in the usual 
tradition)... acquitted ! ! 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
FREE BOBBY 
FREE THE SEATTLE FOUR 

STOP THE 
FLOW OF 

SUGAR-COATED 
FANTASY 

The problem of drugs and hard 
dope Is a very real and mounting 
problem, in not only the mother 
count ry or White communities, but Is 
also on an enormous increase in the 
Black colony. Organized crime Is 
playing on the ignorance and In-
qulsltiveness (curlousity) of our 
youth--the very llfeblood of the 
Black community. The people who 
sell these drugs to the young broth
ers and sisters know very well 
the meaning of the words, "The Youth 
Make the Revolution". They know 
very well that if a blood (Black per
son) Is hung up on speeds, barbitu
ates, and heroin, his mind, much 
less his body, can not function In 
a revolutionary manner. 

"Dig! All hard drugs are used to 
suppress and divide the revolution
ary spirit in our community, and in 
particular our youth." Many rob
beries, killings, and plain bad at
titudes stem from addiction to hard 
drugs and the need to get the money 
to buy them. A person who is real
ly strung out on hard drugs is com
ing from a very individual thing. The 
need to get the drugs is very per
sonal and is focused on self. This 
brother or sister Is thinking and 
acting against the revolutionary 
spirit which is based on serving the 
needs of the people, the masses of 
people. 

If you check out the school and 
playgrounds where our children 
gather, you will find that the pig 
power structure peddles the mind-
twlstlng speeds and dope right before 
our noses. First they give students 

a free turn-on, then the lunch money 
goes, then brothers and sistersdrop 
out so they can keep the money to 
stay high. 

The Black Panther Party realizes 
the im mediate danger and future out
come of our community and es 
pecially our youth If these pig push
e r s were allowed to run rampant. 
You ask why don't the pigs do some
thing? For the same reason they 
don't get those sisters off 14th and 
6th and Pike. They know who the lo
cal pimps are, the local pushers; 
but lt Is In their Interest to di
vide and weaken our community. It 
serves to slow down the process of 
revolution. 

Black brothers and sisters, the 
Party realizes the life In this 
country, In this day is of very poor 
quality. The correct way of dealing 
with that is not to lose yourself In 
some sugar-coated fantasy of the 
mind, but In a very real way by 
moving against the pig power struc
ture who perpetuates that decadent 
life-style In a revolutionary manner. 

I ran down why the local pig 
department won't do anything, so If 
people have Information about these 
beasts pushing their wares to our 
young, contact the Black Panther 
Party at 1127 l/2-34th Ave. With the 
support of the people we' 11 deal with 
it. Later for all pigs, pork chops, 
Black or White. 
Right On. 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
Nafasi, Washington State Chapter 
Black Panther Party 
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MRS. PAT AUCH BEING TAKEN 
TO HOSPITAL AFTER SHE WAS MACED 

Welfare Mothers Request "Food" 
Receive Mace 

& Brutality Instead! 
MRS. KATHERINE 

BRYSON 

Des Moines, Iowa (November 6, 
1969) The Mothers For Dignity 
& Justice, headed by Mrs. Kather
ine Bryson, staged a "Walk-In" 
of the Iowa Welfare Association 
Conference (IWA). A 3 - day Con
ference that was hosted by the 
fashionable downtown Savory 
Hotel. 

Mrs. Bryson requested (from 
the delegates of the Conference) 
support; both morally and financ
ially (the mothers were trying to 
express the urgent need of ade
quate "Food," "Clothing", & 
"Decent Housing" for their chil
dren.) This request took place at 
a $6.00 a plate banquet dinner 
where 15 mothers & one father of 
the group walked in. 

While the mothers positioned 
themselves to speak—a waiter 
pushed Mrs. Bryson—trying to 
keep her from speaking—however 
she spoke anyway. In the mean
time the cops were called in (6 
arrived on the scene ready to 
attack--latersome 20 police cars 
and 2 paddy wagons—and a total 
of 30 cops, including FBI and 
Military Ingelligence--to arres t 3 
persons.) The head waiter pointed 
out those who were to be ar
rested—Mrs. Katherine Bryson 
was first on the list. 

The 6 cops surrounded Mrs. 
Bryson--while she tried to ex
plain the situation, and also de
mand the arrest of the waiter 
who pushed and scratched her, but 
to no avail--the so-called civil 
servants held true to their In
human nature, and began to forc
ibly manhandle Mrs. Bryson, 
viciously maclng her and placing 
her under arrest . When Charles 
Knox, (Defense Captain—Des 
Moines, Iowa Chapter--Black Pan
ther Party) approached Sgt. 
Harlan (Officer of "Injustice" who 
was in charge) protesting such 
oppressive treatment—he was told 
to stay out of it--then he was 
jumped from behind and severely 
maced, pushed around, tightly 
handcuffed and placed under ar
rest. At this point the protest of 
the other Mothers ranged out 
louder--demanding an immediate 
end to the inhumane action of the 
cops; but were all overcome by 
mace. 

Another White Mother, Mrs. 
Patricia Auch, was severely 
maced, then handcuffed and thrown 
down flat on her face, forced to 
lay there for more than 20 minutes 
before the ambulance arrived to 
take her to the hospital. She r e 
ceived treatment for injury caused 
by mace. The cops harassed' Pa
tricia and hurled racist remarks 
at her to and from the hospital. 
Such remarks as: "You nigger 
lover." As one can clearly see, 
this was certainly an attempt of 
the cops to divide the Mothers by 
using that old time favorite of 
the Power Structure "Racism", 
but their meager attempt failed t re 
mendously. The Mothers refused 
to let racism divide and conquer 
their strong struggle for Dignity, 
Justice & Peace. After her release 
from the hospital she was immed
iately placed under arrest along 
wth Katherine Bryson & Charles 
Knox. 
The charges are as follows: 

1. Katherine Bryson: Resist
ing arrest and interfering with 
the duties of an officer. 
Bond set at $400.00 

2. Patricia Auch: Assault & 
battery, resisting arrest And in
terfering with the duties of an 
officer. 
Bond set at $600.00 

3. Charles Knox: Assault & 
battery» resisting arrest, disrupt
ing a public assembly, and in
terfering with an officer. 
Bond Set at $800.00 

All persons were released on 
their own bond. Each person was 
held for at least 4 hours before 
release. People (Social Workers, 
lawyers & other Community peo
ple) jammed the police depart
ment in support of the "vict ims" 
of cruelty and injustice. The Iowa 
Welfare Association members vot
ed to demand the immediate re
lease of the prisioners and that 
the charges be dropped against the 
3 victims. People at the confer
ence really got their cram course 
in oppression, injustice and just 
plain old police brutality (as it 
happens in the "Colonized Areas" 
of Des Moines) today. Some could-
n't believe their eyes, but such i s 

"justice" for poor and oppres
sed people in Des Moines (it 's 
really a daily occurence.) It cer
tainly appears to be against the 
law to even ask for "Food" & 
Adequate Shelter in Des Moins. 

Let's support these victims of 
INJUSTICE by sending letters or 
telegrams of protest to the fol
lowing: 

1. Des Moines Human Rights 
Commission, Armory Bldg, East 
1st & Des Moines Streets 

2. Mayor Thomas Urban, City 
Hall, East 1st & Locust Street 

3. James N. Bethel, Vice 
President Iowa Welfare Asso
ciation, 321 East 5th Street 

Send carbon copies of letters to: 
Black Mobile Street Workers 
Assoc. 

Arraignment (for trial date) Is 
set between now and November 19, 
1969 In Municipal Court--East 1st & 
Court Street 

Remember: As Brother Huey P. 
Newton has said: "Lawsand rules 
have always been made to serve 
people. Rules of society are set 
up by people so that they will be 
able to function In a harmonious 
way. In other words, in order to 
promote the general welfare of 
society, rules and laws are es
tablished by men. Rules should 
serve men, and not men serve 
rules. Much of the time, the laws 
and rules which officials attempt 
to inflict upon Poor Oppressed 
People are non-functional in re 
lation to the status of the Poor 
in this society. These officials 
are blind to the fact that people 
should not respect rules that " a r e 
not serving them." It is the duty 
of the Poor to write and con
struct rules and laws that are in 
their better interest. THIS IS ONE 
OF THE BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS 
OF ALL MEN. 

IN CONSTANT STRUGGLE, 
BLACK MOBILE STREET WORK
ERS ASSOC. 
1210 University 
Des Moines, Iowa 50314 

PLAINFIELD 

DEFENSE WINS A 

BREAKTHROUGH 
.PLAINFIELD, N.J., Oct. 27 -

The defense scored a major break
through last week when Union 
County (N.J.) prosecutor Leo 
Kaplowitz dropped one of the 
three counts in the indictment 
against Bobby Lee Williams of 
this city. 

Williams, 24, is one of the 
"Plainfield Twelve," a group of 

black men and women who were 
charged with participating in the 
death of a white policeman, John 
V. Gleason, on July 16,1967. 

Gail Madden, 24, a mother of 
two children, and George Merritt, 
Jr., 25, a marine corps veteran 
are serving life sentences in the 
New Jersey State penitentiary in 
the death of Gleason. Their con
victions are under appeal. 

Charges against nine other 
black defendants were not sus
tained during the 1968 trial that 
was characterized by an atmos
phere of racism and repression. 

The prosecution dropped the 
first charge against Williams, of 
"inciting numerous and diverse 
persons to kill or injure" officer 
Gleason. 

been unconstitutionally applied, 
and that prejudicial pre-trial pub
licity had made it impossible for 
Williams to get a fair trial in 
New Jersey. 

Freeman Whetstone and Dr. 
David Frost, co-chairmen of the 
Plainfield Joint Defense Com
mittee for Bobby Lee Williams, 
Gail Madden, and George Merritt, 
Jr. , agreed that Kaplowitz drop
ped the "inciting" charge because 
he feared losing the law as an 
"anti-riot" weapon by having it 
declared unconstitutional. 

Kunstler Jo ld a defense rally 
here last month that Williams was 
indicted to punish him for refus
ing to be a prosecution witness in 
the trial of the 11 defendants that 
resulted in the convictions of Mad
den and Merritt. 

Williams told the Daily World 
he had been entrapped into com
promising his constitutional rights 
when he filed a civil suit against 
the city of Plainfield after he was 
shot and seriously wounded by 
Gleason. 

Following the unprovoked at
tack on Williams, an enraged 

BOBBY LEE WILLIAMS 
Two charges left 

Williams still faces the charges 
of "malicious assault" on the 
slain policeman, and "assault and 
battery" on a policeman. 

On the count of "inciting," etc.. 
the black young man would have 
received a seven-year prison 
term. Williams faces 19 years in 
prison however, on the two 
charges that remain. 

In a memorandum filed Sept. 
16, defense attorneys William 
Kunstler and George Mutnick 
argued: 1) that the first count 
of the indictment was unconstitu
tional "because it is vague, un
certain, and overbroad and be
cause it is not narrowly drawn to 
meet legitimate governmental 
ends:" 2) that all three statutes 
involved in the indictment had 

crowd killed the white policeman. 
"Because of the deposition 

which was taken of me in the civil 
suit." declared Williams, " I was 
in fact entrapped into compromis
ing my constitutional right not to 
testify against myself." 

Frost and Whetstone prom
ised that the Joint Defense Com
mittee would increase its efforts 
to have all charges dropped 
against Williams and to have Mer
ritt and Madden freed. 

Financial contributions may be 
sent to the Plainfield Joint De
fense Committee for Bobby Lee 
Williams. Gail Madden and 
George Merritt, Jr. , 218 Watch-
ung Avenue, PO Box 455. Plain-
field. New Jersey 07061. 

By CHARLES HIGHTOWER 



BREAKFAST 
SABOTAGE 
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SEATTLE BREAKFAST 
SERVES YOUTH 

*<r Serving the basic needs of the 
people Is the primary task of the 
Black Panther Party. Implementing 
socia l i sm within the community i s 
one way of serving the people. The 
FREE BREAKFAST PROGRAM is 
very fundamental and much needed 
In the oppressed communities of 
Babylon, where oppressed hungry 
kids have to go to school and learn 
programmed b — s - - t to supposedly 
make it in this sophisticated, cor
rupt c lass society. 

In Seattle the problem is the 
type where the petty bourgeoisie 
In the Black community do not see 
the need for such a program. Hav
ing started one FREE BREAKFAST 
PROGRAM, we are desparately 
reaching out to feed more hungry 
kids. The petty bourgeoisis don't 
s ee the ever growing need, and they 
influence the churches to refuse to 
let us use their facilities. What it 
breaks down to i s that the petty 
bourgeoisie are influencing the 
church to rape the people and the 
ministers to pimp the people by 
metaphysical idealism (God's holy hungry kids of Colman Elementary Minor area here l i es the Mt. Zion 
scripture.) The very popular, social School, Black and White, are being Baptist Church and the Good Shepard 
church committees are squawking fed good, hot,nutritious meals every Luthern Church with larger bour-
about remodeling their church or morning before they attend c l a s s e s . geoisiecongregatlons;they have a lso 
about some other insane b — s - - t Having looked around the general refused the youth. A few other so -
while kids ask the PARTY when are community and through some in- called Black churches such as Grace 
they going to be able to eat. The vestlgatlon and study, we have found Methodist and Cherry Hill Baptist 
pimping and the raping of the people the need to open many other Free have also refused the youth. People, 
by the ministers through God must Breakfast Programs, like Madrona wake up, be people, Seize the Time, 
end. We call on the petty school area, where kids come for the sake of life and humanity, 
bourgeoisie to mis s a cadillac pay- by the office and ask when "Do Something Nigger if You Only 
ment and delay the remodeling of are we going to start serving break- Spit!" 

The Richmond Branch of the Black Now we can tell from the a t t e n - t h e l r chruches so that hungry, op- fast. 
Panther Party, i s serving the com- dance at the Breakfast, that some- Pressed may eat. Here l i es the Madrona Presby- ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
munity by having Free breakfast where the baffoon a— pigs gotover ° u r first Free Breakfast Program terlan Church loaded down with a Elmer James Dixon 
before school for the children in The Breakfast attendance has f a l l e n l s being served at the Atlantic St. petty bourgeoisie congregation; they Breakfast Coordinator 
order to lift some of the burden from 250 children a week, to i o o C e n t e r - 2 1 0 3 S o - Atlantic St. Here the have refused the youth. In the T.T. Seattle Branch, Black Panther Party 
that has been placed on the backs to 150. 
of the mothers and fathers of North The children that do a*tend are 
Richmond, and other Black com- very responsive; we can always tell 

FEEDING HUNGRY CHILDREN 

munities around the nation. 
In another attempt to stop the 

Black Panther Party from showing 
concern for the m a s s e s , the pigs 
are out to put a halt to the Break
fast Program. 

One of the brothers that we feed 
at the Breakfast, hipped the cadres 
to the fact that the pigs were going 
through the various communities 
telling the people not to let their 
children attend the Breakfast Pro
gram because the Black Panther 
Party was teaching racism, and 
teaching the children to riot at 
school. This brother distinctly told 
us that the pigs came to his house 
and told his parents that the Black 
Panther Party was teaching racism 
and endorsing riots. His parents 
simply told the pigs that their son 
wasn't getting into any trouble, and 
for them (the pigs) to leave. 

this by how much food they put 
away. We know, however; that the 
parents can, and will , stop more 
children from coming as long as 
the pigs are allowed to spread racist 
and fascist propaganda. 

We are now In the process of 
getting leaflets out to the various 
communities, that will explain the 
truth to the people about the Black 
Panther Party; a leaflet that will 
help get our Breakfast Program 
running strong once again. We will 
show the people their REAL 
enemies . The avaricious business
man, the demagogic politician, and 
the fascist pig cop. 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
Joe Cuba, 
Richmond Branch, Black Panther 
Party 

LIST OF CHAPTERS AND BRANCHES 

WITH BREAKFAST PROGRAMS 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

i 3106 Shattuck Ave. 
Berkeley, Calif. 94705 

i Off: 451 - 845-0103/4 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10027 
2026 Seventh Ave. 
Off: 212 - 864-8951 

212 - 666-3603 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF 
1336 Fi l lmore St. 
Off: 451 - 922-0095 

RICHMOND, CALIF 
520 Blssel l St. 
Off: 451 - 237-6305 

94801 

SAN FRANCISCO 
LIBERATION SCHOOL 

The children that come to 
Liberation School which is located 
at 1642 Ell is Street In San Fran
c i sco , come from the Hunters 
Point area, Double Rock, the Mis
sion District, and the Fillmore 
District. 

The first thing I teach the kids 
i s about the big family and what 
it i s all about. In the big family 
we do not hit or swear at the 
brothers and s i s ters . We are all 
brothers and s i s t er s because we 
all are not free. We are all equal 
because we are not free. 

The ages range from two to 
fifteen years at this time in school. 
We do not have separate c la s se s 
because I have found that we can 

relate to all kids on one level. 
As far as discipline is con

cerned we discipline them verb
ally. I understand that It Is a battle 
of one's mind and that you have 
to conquer their minds and not 
let them conquer yours. I relate 
to children only through their minds 
I do not relate to them be playing 
with them. I relate to them by 
"Education and Revolution". The 
children learn easily If you know 
how to relate to them. 

They have two meals a day, 
a brunch and a lunch. If the child
ren live a long distance away we 
pick them up and take them home. 
Transportation i s the same as the 
breakfast. 

OAKLAND, CALIF. 94621 
7304 East 14th St. 
Off: 451 - 568-3334 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90011 
4115 So. Central Ave. 
Off: 213 - 235-4127 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
Watts Office 
Off: 213 - 564-7494 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF 92102 
2952 1/2 Imperial 
Off: 714 - 233-1470 

SEATTLE, WASH. 98122 
1127 1/2 34th St. 
Off: 206 - 323-6280 

EUGENE, OREGON 97401 
1671 Pearl 
Off: 503 - 342-7276 

DENVER, COLORADO 80205 
2834 Lafayette 
Off: 303 - 255-8486 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 46205 
113 W. 30th St. 
Off: 317 - 924-5619 

KANSAS CITY, MO. 64128 
2905 Prospect 
Off: 816 - 924-3206 

MILWAUKEE, WIS. 53212 
2121 No. 1st St. 
Off: 414 - 372-8584 

CHICAGO, ILL. 60612 
2350 W. Madison 
Off: 312 - 243-8276 

BOSTON. MASS. 02119 
375 Bluehill Ave. 
Off: 617 - 427-9693 

617 - 442-0100 

94115 QUEENS, N Y. 11433 
108-60 N.Y. Blvd. 
Off: 212 - 523-9717 

PEEKSKILL, N.Y. 10566 
22 Nelson Ave. 
Off: 914 - 737-9768 

WHITE PLAINS, N Y 10601 
159 So. Lexington 
Off: 914 - 761-0594 

BROOKLYN, N.Y 11212 
180 Sutter Ave. 
Off: 212 - 342-2791 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19121 
1928 Columbia 
Off: 215 - 236-3353 

215 - 236-3358 

BALTIMORE, MD 21213 
1209 N Eden St. 
Off: 301 - 685-6853 

NEW HAVEN, CONN 
35 Syldan 
Off: 203 - 562-7463 

MEDICINE MUST SERVE 

THE PEOPLE 

"The Peoples F reo Health Clinic" of the poor people of our corn-
i s open to the people of Brownsville munities. "• 
and Brooklyn every Thrusday night The people need health serv ices 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 180 Sutter NOW. The Free Health Clinic will 
Ave. This i s another program that serve the people, 
s e r v e s the basic needs and des i res ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
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HUEY'S 
APPEAL 

PAR T 11 
EDITOR'S NOTE: 

The following article Is taken from the appeal pre
pared by the attorneys defending Huey P. Newton, Min
ister of Defense of the Black Panther Party. Huey's 
attorneys have moved to have the case reviewed by 
the Court of Appeals of the State of California. The 
Black Panther News Paper will print the appeal In 
part--every week to give the people all the facts as 
to why Huey P Newton should be set free immediately. 

2. THE TRIALCOURTWAS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT AN 
EVIDENTIARY HEARING UPON DEFENDANT'S CLEAR 
PRE-TRIAL ALLEGATIONS THAT THE PRIOR FELONY 
CONVICTION WAS CONSTITUTIONALLY INFIRM. 

It was fatal error for the trial court to refuse to conduct 
an evidentiary hearing upon defendant's clear pre-trial 
allegations that the prior felony, charged and argued by 
the prosecution in the present trial, was constitutionally 
infirm. 

Defendant moved, prior to commencement of the trial 
herein, to strike, set aside, expunge, and exclude the prior 
felony conviction, for declaratory relief, for writ of habeas 
corpus, for a hearing to determine the constitutional 
validity of the prior conviction and, iff the alternative, for 
a continuance of the prosecution until relief could be 
obtained from appellate courts prior to commencement of 
the trial (C.T. 176-182, 193-195). 

All motions were denied, and no hearing was held (C.T. 
185, 198). In denying defendant's requests for a hearing and 
for other relief, the trial court relied solely on the affirm
ance of the prior conviction by the District Court of Appeal 
(R.T 584, et seq.). 

The Supreme Court of California has now thrice In re
cent years declared that "the use of a constitutionally in
valid prior conviction to impeach testimonial credibility 
is Improper, and...to allow such impeachment is error 
...of federal constitutional dimension." People v. Coffey, 
67 Cal. 2d 204, 218 (1967); People v. Curtis, 70 A. C. 360, 
372-73 (1969); In re Caffey, 68 Cal. 2d 762 (1968). 

In Curtis, the latest of these cases, decided in February 
1969, the Supreme Court reiterates the necessity of follow
ing the "proper procedure for pretrial consideration of the 
constitutionality of a prior conviction, by means of a hearing 
out of the presence of the jury," (70 A.C. at 373). The Court 
extended its prior rulings to require that a hearing be held 
out of the presence of the jury where there is any ' clear 
allegation" of the invalidity of the prior conviction at pre
trial or during the trial, and the court extended the area 
of "allegation" requiring the hearing to a claim of inade
quate representation of counsel as well as to a claim of 
lack of representation of counsel at the prior trial. 

In Curtis, the defendant did not allege inadequate repre
sentation until following his admission of the prior con
viction during his direct testimony at the second trial. 
Nevertheless, the court stated that on retrial (conviction 
reversed on other grounds), a hearing outside the presence 
of the jury as outlined in Coffey would be the appropriate 
means of determining the validity of the prior conviction. 
The court stated: 

"That the issue arises during and not before trial, so 
long as the objection is asserted before the case is sub
mitted to the jury, appears to be without significance." 
(Id.). 

In Caffey, a habeas corpus proceeding, the Supreme 
Court granted the writ with directions to provide an evi
dentiary hearing as to claimed constitutional infirmities of 
two prior convictions and to redetermine sentence. The 
court noted, in footnote 10, 70 A. C. at 372, in Curtis, that 
a defendant Is prejudiced both by impeachment and by in
creased sentenced based upon use of the prior conviction. 

Caffey involved issues of presence of and token repre
sentation by counsel, raising the question of whether" 'The 
denial of opportunity for appointed counsel to confer, to 
consult with the accused and to prepare his defense, could 
convert the appointment of counsel Into a sham and nothing 
more than a formal compliance with the Constitution's re
quirement that an accused be giventhe assistance of coun
sel. ' (Avery v. Alabama (1940) 308 U.S 444, 446 (84 L.Ed. 
377, 379, 60 S.Ct. 321); see Powell v. Alabama (1932) 287 
U S 45, 53, 71 (77 L.Ed. 158, 162-63, 171-172, 53 S Ct. 55, 
84 A.L.R. 527); In re Newbern (1960) 53 Cal. 2d 786, 790 
(3 Cal. Rptr. 364, 350 P.2d 116); Von Moltke v. Gillies 
(1948) 332 U.S. 708, 722-723(92L Ed. 309, 320-321, 68 S Ct. 
316); Jones v. Cunningham (4th Cir. 1962) 297 F.2d 851, 
855.)" 68 Cal. 2d at 771-72. 

Lest there be any doubt about the nature of the hearing, 
the California SupremeCourt, in People v. Coffey, 67 Cal.2d 
at 217-18, laid down a very specific and mandatory five-
step hearing procedure for the trial courts to follow. 
The hearing must consist of the following: 

"Firs t , when a defendant, whether by motion to strike 
the prior conviction or convictions on constitutional 
grounds, or by denial of such prior conviction or con
victions on constitutional grounds at the time of enter
ing his plea to the same, raises the issue for deter
mination, the court shall, prior to trial, hold a hearing 
outside the presence of the jury in order to determine 
the constitutional validity of the charged prior or 
priors in issue. Second, in the course of such hearing 
the prosecutor shall first have the burden of producing 
evidence of the prior conviction sufficient to justify a 
finding that defendant ;has suffered such previous con
viction.' (Pen. Code, * 1025.) Third, when this prima 
facie showing has been made, the defendant shall 
thereupon have the burden of producing evidence 
that his constituional right to counsel was infringed 
in the prior proceeding at issue. Fourth, if defendant 
bears this burden, the prosecution shall have the right 
to produce evidence in rebuttal. Fifth, the court shall 
make a finding on the basis of the evidence thus pro
duced and shall strike from the accusatory pleading 

any prior conviction found to be constitutionally In
valid." 

The trial court could not, constitutionally, fail to follow 
the specific remedy mandated by the California Supreme 
Court in Caffey and Coffey, et al., i.e., an independent in
vestigation and evidentiary hearing to determine the va
lidity of the prior conviction under contemporary pre
vailing standards. The defendant was entitled to the benefit 
of recent decisions overruling the cases upon which the 
opinion of the District Court of Appeal relied. In addition, 
the federally protected constitutional rights of the defend
ant—to counsel, and to a warning of his right not to in
criminate him self--could not be foreclosed by a state court 
decision. "The question of a waiver of a federally guaran
teed constitutional right is, of couse, a federal question 
controlled by federal law." Brookhart v. Janis, 384 U S. 1, 
4, 86 S Ct. 1245, 1247 (1966). 

The trial court was required to conduct its own investiga
tion and to apply federal constitutional standards to the 
facts established at the evidentiary hearing. The California 
Supreme Court opinions requiring such a hearing make no 
exception for cases where there may be a remote (or recent) 
appellate opinion. These decisions explicitly recognize that 
the use of a prior felony conviction, if it is constitutionally 
infirm under standards prevailing at the time of the trial 
at which the prosecution seeks to use it, presents a federal 
constitutional question. People v. Coffey, supra, 67 Cal 2d 
218. 

Had defendant been acceded the evidentiary hearing 
required by law prior to the present tr ial , he would have 
thus been enabledto present evidence as to his state of mind 
at the time the court invited him to testify, and his lack of 
understanding of the procedural consequences. 

Certainly the complicated issues of waiver (which involve 
investigation of the defendant's understanding at the time 
of the alleged waiver, of what his rights were and of the 
consequences which would flow from a waiver, and measure
ment of these findings against the factual requirements of 
an intelligent waiver) cannot be concluded against defend
ant, predicated upon a District Court of Appeal decision 
preceding Glaser and Bowie, without even an investigation 
into the circumstances of the alleged waiver of counsel and 
the failure to warn of the right against self-incrimination. 
It Is the announced purpose of the Coffey and Curtis deci
sions to make that investigation into the circumstances of 
the prior trial, prior to commencing the second trial. The 
California Supreme Court did not merely reverse the 
convictions in these cases but devised the specific and 
mandatory remedy of the hearing. 

In opening and closing his investigation of the constitu
tional validity of the prior felony by reliance upon the 
three-year old opinion of the District Court of Appeal, the 
trial court deprived defendant of the right to have the 
question of constitutional infirmity decided 1) on the basis 
of California and federal decisions issued in the last three 
years (39) and 2) on a record established by counsel. 

FOOTNOTE 

39. The case chiefly relied on in the District Court of 
Appeal opinion in People v. Mattson, 51 Cal.2d 777, 795 
(1959), itself holds that: 

"(S)ection 13 of article I of the California Con
stitution accords to California defendants 'the same 
right' as is accorded to federal defendants by the 
Sixth Amendment of the United States Constitution. 
(Peole v. Laningan (1943), 22 Cal. 2d 569, 575.)" 

Mattson also held that (at page 790, note 5): 

"Both federal due process and California law re
quire that waiver of the right to counsel, to be effec
tive, must be with an intelligent appreciation of its 
consequences. (Numerous citations omitted.)... 

'Whether there Is a proper waiver should be clearly 
determined by the trial court, and It would be fit
ting and appropriate for that determination to appear 
upon the record.' " (Emphasis omitted.) 

Mattson, pre-Gideon (Gideon v. Wainwright, 392 US. 335, 
83 S.Ct. 792 (1963), relied upon Betts v. Bradv. 316 U.S. 
455, 62 S.Ct. 1252, (1942) (specifically overruled by Gideon), 
for its holding that the difference between the right to aid 
of counsel of defendant's choice and the right to have counsel 
provided by the state is not a denial of due process or 
equal protection. In Mattson, the court conceded that 
failure to appoint legal assistance to an indigent defendant 
who wanted to represent himself did discriminate against 
the poor, because those able to employ an attorney for 
advice must be allowed consultation with such an attorney 
pursuant to Penal Code section 825. The result was permis
sible before Gideon, but no longer. 

With the overruling of Betts v. Brady, the entire Mattson 
rationale must bear additional examination. Mattson con
cluded with the court's statement that the decision h a r 
monizes" with federal law on the subject. Now that the 
federal law on the subject has changed, further restricting 
the invidious discrimination which will be permitted between 
rich and poor at criminal trials, both Mattson and defend
ant's prior appeal would be decided differently. Both the 
Gideon right to counsel and the right to be warned of the 
privilege against self-incrimination have been held to be 
retroactive. People v. Coffey, supra, and Bowie v. Wilson, 
supra. 

END FOOTNOTE 

Had the questions of whether defendant intelligently 
waived counsel or whether he was required to have been 
warned of his right not to testify been determined on the 
basis of recent law or on the basis of a factual hearing at 
which defendant, represented by counsel, presented evidence 
as to his understanding at the time he allegedly waived 
counsel, the prior felony would clearly have been declared 
constitutionally infirm with respect to use in the present 
criminal proceeding. 

Thus, the District Court of Appeal concluded that the 
defendant waived counsel, which the opinion treats as 1) 
established by the colloquy between defendant and the prior 
trial court, set forth, supra, and as 2) justification for the 
failure to advise the defendant of his right not to testify 
against himself. But the question of whether defendant 
intelligently and effectively waived his right to counsel at 
the former trial must be considered in the light of all the 
circumstances and the presently prevailing federal con
stitutional decisions on waiver. Had the defendant been 

afforded the evidentiary hearing mandated by the California 
courts, he would have presented evidence as to the cir
cumstances, including a) his lack of understanding as to 
procedural consequences; b) lack of knowledge that he had 
the right to consult with counsel as to the choice offered 
him by the prior trial court; c) lack of knowledge that he 
could have had the assistance of counsel to present a motion 
to the prior trial court showing special circumstances and 
requesting permission for limited self-representation in ad
dition to representation by counsel. 

The federal law of waiver today requires that: 

"Before there can be a waiver of counsel, the ac
cused must have an understanding of the charge, 
and the allowable range of punishments under the 
statute he is charged with having violated." United 
States v. Washington, 341 F.2d 277, 285 (3d Cir. 
1965), 9 A.L.R 3d 448, cert den 382 U.S. 850, 86 
S.Ct. 96, reh den 382 U.S. 993, 86 S.Ct. 317. See 
also Orfield, 6 Criminal Procedure Under the Fed
eral Rules, section 44:18, page 77 (1967). 

Defendant Newton clearly did not understand the con
sequences of the prior charge or of the conviction. He 
thought he had been convicted of a misdemeanor (R T 
3328). 

The federal law also provides that the question of whether 
there was a valid waiver may be determined in habeas 
corpus proceedings on proofs outside the record. Von 
Moltke v. Gillies, 332 U.S 708, 723-24, 68 S Ct. 316 
(1948.) (40) 

FOOTNOTE 

40. In an opinion squarely applicable here, Justice Black 
said: 

"Fourth. We have said: "The constitutional right of an 
accused to be represented by counsel invokes, of Itself, the 
protection of a trial court, in which the accused—whose 
life or liberty Is at stake--is without counsel. This pro
tecting duty Imposes the serious and weighty responsibility 
upon the trial judge of determining whether there is an 
intelligent and competent waiver by the accused.* To dis
charge this duty properly in light of the strong presumption 
against waiver of the constitutional right to counsel, a 
judge must Investigate as long and as thoroughly as the 
circumstances of the case before him demand. The fact 
that an accused may tell him that he is Informed of his 
right to counsel and desires to waive this right does not 
automatically end the judge's responsibility. To be valid 
such waiver must be made with an apprehension of the nature 
of the charges, the statutory offenses Included within them, 
the range of allowable punishments thereunder, possible 
defenses to the charges and circumstances In mitigation 
thereof, and all other facts essential to a broad understanding 
of the whole matter. A judge can make certain that an 
accused's professed waiver of counsel is understandingly 
and wisely made only from a penetrating and comprehensive 
examination of all the <1 n u instances under whlrh such a plea 
is tendered. 

"This case graphically illustrates that a mere routine 
Inquiry--the asking of several standard questions followed 
by the signing of a standard written waiver of counsel--
may leave a Judge entirely unaware of the facts essential to 
an Informed decision that an accused has executed a valid 
waiver of his right to counsel. And this case shows that 
such routine Inquiries may be inadequate although the Con
stitution 'does not require that under all circumstances 
counsel be forced upon a defendant.' Carter v. People of 
State of Illinois, 329 U.S. 173, 174, 175, 67 S.Ct. 216, 
218. For the record demonstrates that the petitioner wel
comed legal aid from all possible sources; there would 
have been no necessity for forcing counsel upon her." 
67 S Ct. at 323. 

END FOOTNOTE 

CONT. NEXT WEEK 
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October 1966 
Black Panther Party 

Platform and Program 

What We Want 
What We Believe 

REE HUEY 
Minister of Defense, Black Panther Party 

1. We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our 
Black Community. 

We believe that black people will not be free until we are able to deter
mine our destiny. 

2. We want full employment for our people. 

We believe that the federal government is responsible and obligated to 
give every man employment or a guaranteed income We believe that if 
the white American businessmen will not give full employment, then the 
means of production should be taken from the businessmen and placed in 
the community so that the people ofthe community can organize and em
ploy all of its people and give a high standard of living. 

3. We want an end to the robbery by the CAPITALIST of our Black 
Community. 

We believe that this racist government has robbed us and now we are 
demanding the overdue debt of-forty ^acres and two mules. Forty acres 
and two mules was promised 100 years ago as restitution for slave labor 
and mass murder of black people. We will accept the payment in currency 
which will be distributed to our many communities. The Germans are now 
aiding the Jews in Israel for the genocide of the Jewish people. The Ger
mans murdered six million Jews. The American racist has taken part in 
the slaughter of over fifty million black people; therefore, we feel that this 
is a modest demand that we make. 

4. We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human beings. 

We believe that if the white landlords will not give decent housing to 
our black community, then the housing and the land should be made into 
cooperatives so that our community, with government aid, can build and 
make decent housing for its people. 

5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this 
decadent American society. We want education that teaches us our true 
history and our role in the present-day society. 

We believe in an educational system that will give to our people a knowl
edge of self. If a man does not have knowledge of himself and his position 
in society and the world, then he has little chance to relate to anything 
else. 

6. We want all black men to be exempt from military service. 

We believe that Black people should not be forced to fight in the mili
tary service to defend a racist government that does not protect us. We 
will not fight and kill other people of color in the world who, like black 
people, are being victimized by the white racist government of America. 
We will protect ourselves from the force and violence of the racist police 
and the racist military, by whatever means necessary. 

7. We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER 
of black people. 

We believe we can end police brutality In our black community by or
ganizing black self-defense groups that are dedicated to defending our 
black community from racist police oppression and brutality. The Second 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States gives a right to bear 
arms. We therefore believe that all black people should arm themselves 
for self-defense. 

8. We want freedom for all black men held in federal, state, county 
and city prisons and jails. 

We believe that all black people should be released from the many 
jails and prisons because they have not received a fair and impartial trial. 

9. We want all black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by 
a jury of their peer group or people from their black communities, as 
defined by the Constitution of the United States. 

We believe that the courts should follow the United States Constitution 
so that black people will receive fair trials. The 14th Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution gives a man a right to be tried by his peer group. A peer 
is a person from a similar economic, social, religious, geographical, en
vironmental, historical and racial background. To do this the court will be 
forced to select a jury from the black community from which the black 
defendant came. We have been, and are being tried by all-white juries 
that have no understanding of the "average reasoning man" of the black 
community. 

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and peace. 
And as our major political objective, a United Nations-supervised plebis
cite to be held throughout the black colony in which only black colonial 
subjects will be allowed to participate, for the purpose of determining the 
will of black people as to their national destiny. 

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the laws of nature and nature's God entitle them, a 
decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 
the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; 
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to 
secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent ofthe governed; that, whenever any form of 
government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people 
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its 
foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as 
to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Pru
dence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not 
be changed for light and transient causes; and, accordingly, all experience 
hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 
sufferable. than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they 
are accustomed. But. when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pur
suing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under ab
solute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such govern
ment, and to provide new guards for their future security. 
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' PROGRESSIVE JOURNALISTS OF THE FIVE CONTINENTS, WIELD YOUR 
POWERFUL REVOLUTIONARY PEN AND STERNLY CONDEMN U.S. IMPERIALISM 


