


To Pvt. Richard Chase, the Ft. Dix 38, Fred Hampton and the Black Panthers and the thousands 
who have been imprisoned or murdered in the fight against American imperialism and racism this 
issue is dedicated.

top the Trial!
By Roger Priest, U. S. Navy

Freedom of speech and of the press were established at the trial of John Peter Zenger two centuries 
ago. Yet, today the U. S. Navy -- backed by the fossil-like chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee, L. Mendel Rivers, (D. S. C.) are planning to court-martial the First Amendment of the 
Constitution and thereby be in a position to smash the GI anti-war press.

The oft-postponed trial of this reporter will probably take place in the latter part of January or 
early February. It will be in this trial that the military for the first time will challenge the right 
of a GI to put out a paper on his own time, off-base and with his own funds--a right supposedly guaran 
teed by the Constitution.

What started out on June 20, 1969 as four-and-one-half single-spaced, typewritten pages listing 
14 charges and specifications was reduced to eight charges and specifications when referred to trial 
August 28, 1969. After a hearing before Capt. B. Raymond Perkins, the military judge, two more 
charges and specs were dropped--these alleging solicitation to commit sedition and desertion through 
statements in OM.

But the system struck back and the convening authority, Rear Adm. George P. Koch, Commandant 
Washington Naval District, ordered that the dismissed charges be reinstated.

My lawyers were not disturbed by this new interference into the trial proceedings. They carried 
the issue up to the Court of Military Appeals, which on Dec. 20, 1969 ordered Koch to answer our 
charge that he applied command influence on the military judge in ordering that the charges be re 
instated.

No matter what decision is finally reached by the Court, a trial will take place on the six counts 
under Article 134 Uniform Code of Military (Injustice which have remained intact to this date. It 
is under this notorious catchall provision of the code that I'm being charged with the "crime" of 
"advising and urging insubordination and disloyalty with intent to interfere with, impair and influence 
the loyalty, morale and discipline of military and naval forces" through statements in OM "which 
said pamphlet which in its entirety contained statements disloyal to the United States. "

If found guilty of this "crime of speech" I could receive a dishonorable discharge and up to 39 
years in jail. The ridiculousness of the charges and its obvious repressive intent does not need 
expanding upon, except to say that as an American citizen I have been speaking and writing the truth 
as I see it to be. If that be a "crime" it is one I PROUDLY admit.' And I might add that I am more 
than willing to measure my "crime" against those who have perpetrated the illegal and immoral war 
in Vietnam.

Freedom of speech and freedom of the press are not liberties that are won easily--and are not 
liberties to be given away easily. L. Mendel Rivers may well get the court-martial that he ordered 
and the Navy may get the conviction that it wants so desperately. But I tell it to you straight; it will 
be WE -- not THEY -- who will have the last word. Pray for the aged. We are the only damn younger 
generation they have got. Think about it. But meanwhile: DARE TO STRUGGLE. DARE TO WINJ



Protest or Resist?
By Julius Lester
Reprinted from The Washington Free Press

To protest is to speak out against. To let it be known 
that you do not like a certain action of another.

To protest is an act of intellectual commitment, ft is 
to say, "Sir, I protest" when you are slapped in the face.

To protest is to play a game. You go to a demonstra 
tion, listen to speeches, wave signs, and go home to see 
if you got on television.

There are many toys in the game of protest.
There is the picket line. Originally a picket line was 

formed by striking workers to keep strike-breakers out. 
If anyone tried to cross that picket line, the strikers 
tried to kill him. Today you get a. permit from the police 
to protest.

There is no protest if permission must be sought or 
rules abided by. We have allowed the form that our pro 
test takes to be defined for us by those whom we protest 
against. Thus our protest is drained of its power because 
we do not have the power to make our protest effective.

We think the war in Vietnam is being waged only against 
the Vietnamese, but we are its victims, too. It is our 
own deaths we protest, but we haven't realized it. It is 
not a war against "the Vietnamese people. " It is a war 
against us and the little humanity we have remaining. 
Too little humanity we have remaining. Too little human 
ity because we are no longer outraged at what is being 
done to us.

If we were, we would resist.
To resist is to say, Noi without qualification or ex 

planation.
To resist is not only to say I won't go. It is to say, 

I'll make sure that nobody else goes, either.
To resist is to pit Life as you define it against Life as 

they define it and to do all that is necessary to see that 
their definition is destroyed in all its parts.

To resist is to not go to jail when sentenced, but only 
when caught and surrounded and there is no other choice 
but death.

To resist is to make the President afraid to leave the 
White House because he will be spat upon wherever he 
goes to tell his lies, because his limousine will find the 
street filled with tacks and thousands of people who will 
surge around it, smashing the windows and rocking the 
car until it is turned on its side.

Have we forgotten? The man is a murderer.
It is us he is killing.
To resist is to realize that your own life is at stake at 

this very moment. 3



To resist is to become alive, truly alive for the first 
time. It is to say not only will I not accept what you are 
doing, I will stop you from doing it. No one shall sleep 
peacefully again until you cease, desist and abdicate.

To resist is to say if the parents of Vietnam weep for 
their children, then the parents of America shall weep 
for theirs.

If the people of Vietnam are unable to harvest the crop 
without fear, to live their lives without being shrouded by 
the shadow of death, then no American shall harvest his 
crop without fear, no American shall live outside the 
shadow of death.

To protest is to dislike the inhumanity of another.
To resist is to stop inhumanity and affirm your own 

humanity.
One does not protest murder.
One apprehends the murderer and deals with him accord 

ingly.

Soldiers in the Streets
It doesn't take much sense to know that this country is coming apart at the seams. Our cities 

have become incapable of providing even clean air, let alone employment, housing, medical care, 
and education. Riots don't even make the front page any more and the crime rate is souring out 
of sight.

There are two ways of stopping this breakdown.
One is to eliminate the causes of the growing rebellion. This includes everything from taking 

the profit out of militarism and racism to making education relevant.
The other way is to create a police state with so much "law and order" that the privileged few 

can ignore the results of their inhumanity.
The country is taking the second way.
The Army recently signed a contract with the International Association of Police Chiefs, Inc., 

to let soldiers out six months early to become policemen. Today's trooper will be tomorrow's 
cop.

As part of the creation of the police state, the militarization of the police proceeds at an incred 
ible pace. Police armaments is the hottest industry. Cops have armored cars, tear gas (CS varie 
ty included), chemical MACE, copters, grenade launchers, automatic rifles, and military battle 
plans.

The methods of the military and the police grow more alike every day. The question is no longer, 
"Will I get out of the service?"

It's "Will it make any difference?"

"Violence seems to be the only thing we understand. The system will not yield without a fight, 
and it will react only if the people with the power begin to fear those who have nothing to lose. "

--William Kunstler, civil rights lawyer in LIFE, July 25, 1969
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IN NAZI GERMANY...
First they arrested the communists -- but I was not 
a communist, so I did nothing. "Then, they came for 
the social democrats -- but I was not a social demo 
crat, and I did nothing. Then they arrested the trade 
unionists - - and I did nothing, because I was not one. 
And then they came for the Catholics, but I was not a 
Catholic and I did nothing. At last they came and 
arrested me -- and there was no one left to do anything 
about it.

--Martin Niemoller

"The most violent criminal acts that are being 
committed today are being committed by our 
leaders in Washington."

 General Hugh B. Hester

IF YOU'RE THINKING OF OPENING YOUR
MOUTH, OPEN IT WIDE, BECAUSE WE'RE

GOING TO DROP A BOMB IN IT.

QUESTION: Would you have worked in a Nazi concentration camj 
just because you would not have to tend the ovens or the gas but 
could be a guard or a clerk? Blind, unquestioning and obedient 
patriotism to nation is treason to humanity. And it can happen 
iiere. Because it has happened here.

What "Riot Control" l» All About

"Man is what brings society into being. 
The prognosis is in the hands of those who 
are willing to get rid of the worm-eaten 
roots of the structure."

--Frantz Fanon



(Adverttsment)

A NEW CALL
TO 
RESIST
ILLEGITIMATE AUTHORITY
Opponents of the Vietnam War have worked to end it in many ways, some through conventional politics, some by 

supporting draft resistance or attacking university complicity in militarism. Others have carried resistance further, 

destroying draft files and developing opposition within the armed forces.

We believe that resistance to many forms of illegitimate authority is necessary to bring health to this country and 

make it a constructive force instead of a terror in the politics of nations.

Therefore, we support those who resist by

  refusing to register for the draft or submit to induction

  impeding the operations of draft boards and induction centers

  expressing anti-war views while in the armed forces, or refusing to obey illegal or immoral orders, 
or absenting themselves without leave

  conducting rent and workers' strikes, boycotts, and similar direct actions aimed at ending exploita 
tion in the fields, in factories, in housing

  organizing against harrassment by police, by the FBI, by the courts, and by Congress

  organizing sit-ins, strikes, and any principled actions at schools and universities, to end racist prac 
tices and direct complicity with militarism

The Vietnam War has reminded us that major decisions 
can be made in the United States in cynical disregard of the 
clearly expressed will of the people and with little concern for 
those most affected, at home and abroad. The war has also 
illustrated the readiness of the U.S. to use violence to impose 
the social arrangements of its choice and to destroy those who 
attempt to achieve popular control over their affairs. Closely 
linked to the government, providing its top personnel and shap 
ing its policies, are the centers of private power, the great cor 
porations that control the economic life of the nation and, in 
creasingly, of the world. They are governed not by popular 
will but by corporate interests as determined by a narrow auto 
cratic elite. The government's resort to force to impose decisions 
of a ruling elite is one sign of failing democratic institutions and 
thus of the illegitimacy of the state. Both the use of police and 
the military and the absence of democratic control over major 
institutions underscore the illegitimacy of the authority that sets 
public policy in the U.S. and establishes the framework for social 
life. But it is not enough to decry the exercise of ille 
gitimate authority; if it is illegitimate, it must be 
resisted.

Resistance to the war and the draft has brought peace 
groups into conflict with police, courts, and universities. This is 
not surprising, for the war has its roots deep in our society and 
to oppose it seriously is to attack a wide range of evils and the 
institutions that sponsor them. A brief review of five areas of 
illegitimate authority follows.

1. The war on Vietnam is neither a unique folly nor an error in 
judgment. Since the end of the last century, U.S. power has 
been used for economic, political and cultural exploitation 
of smaller and poorer nations. The "accelerated pacifica 
tion," the most ferocious non-nuclear bombing in history, and 
the deceitful maneuvering in Paris are recent manifestations 
of a global strategy aimed at building an integrated world 
system dominated by the U.S. Thus seen, Vietnam is one of 
a long series of interventions in the affairs of many nations: 
Greece, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Iran, 
Laos, Thailand, the Congo, the Philippines, and others. 
Motivated by a mixture of private interests and misplaced 
convictions, the Pax Americana continues to inflict suffering 
and subservience on much of the third world.

2. The Vietnam War has also brought the human and economic 
costs of the garrison state at home. It has allowed an in 
satiable military organization to claim over half of the fed 
eral budget, directly and indirectly. (A tenth is allocated to 
health, education, and welfare.) Beyond that, President 
Nixon has promoted the MIRV and the ABM, both bellicose 
gestures towards China and the Soviet Union as well as 
extravagant subsidies of aerospace industries. The Pentagon 
has insisted recently that military expenditures, even "after 
Vietnam," will remain at current levels, in order to "resupply 
and modernize" the armed forces. And in states and cities, 
a martial mood prevails as police and national guardsmen



^dvertisment)
arm themselves with new weapons, gas the Berkeley campus 
from helicopters and, there and elsewhere, shoot at citizens, 
particularly the poor and the young. Dissidents in the army 
face heavy sentences; and for young men generally, the 
draft remains the prime symbol of social obligation. In brief, 
the violence of the state has come increasingly to threaten 
or control the lives of U.S. citizens.

3. This triumph of illegitimate force has continued to enrich the 
rich. Cost-plus defense and space contracts have guaranteed 
affluence to a handful of corporations and subsidized their 
growth, while the real wages of workers, after inflation and 
spiraling taxes, have diminished. The non-unionized and the 
unemployed are, obviously, the worst victims: welfare pro 
grams, ill-conceived to begin with, have been cut back or 
left languishing, more an insult than an aid. Real welfare 
programs have been reserved for the wealthy: tax loopholes, 
the oil depletion allowance, airline subsidies, farm subsidies, 
highway projects, urban renewal, subsidies to elite universi 
ties, and so on. In the past government policy has charac 
teristically preserved or increased the distance between rich 
and poor. The policy of permanent preparation for war is 
no exception.

4. Like wealth, control over institutions has been unequally dis 
tributed and irresponsibly used. The mistreatment by police 
of the people they supposedly serve has been only the most 
blatant example. Schools have failed to educate the chil 
dren of poor and working class families, thus guaranteeing 
their impotence in a technological society: in most inner 
cities, fewer than half the students who enter high school 
graduate; in New York City, where blacks and Puerto Ricans 
make up about half of the student population, only a fifth 
of the graduates of academic (i.e., college-oriented) high 
schools are black or Puerto Rican   and only a fifth of those 
graduates go on to college. Yet attempts by parents to 
improve the schools through community control have been 
fought bitterly by New York's educational bureaucracy. Or 
to take a rather different instance, heavily subsidized high 
ways have displaced families and foreclosed possibilities for

mass transport systems that might serve all   hardly a sur 
prise, given the dependence of the nation's largest corpora 
tions on the automobile. Industrial wastes, oil leakages, and 
municipal sewage rob citizens of beaches and streams and, 
with the fouling of the atmosphere, literally threaten the 
continuation of life. In short, most people have little control 
over the conditions of their work, their education, their pro 
tection, their means of transport   indeed, the air they 
breathe and the water they drink.

5. The most powerless have been people of color. U.S. history 
has included the systematic conquest and slaughter of Ameri 
can Indians, the enslavement, degradation, and murder of 
Afro-Americans, the callous exploitation of Chicanes, the 
detention and robbery of Japanese-Americans, and the use 
of atomic weapons, napalm, gas, and crop-destroying chemi 
cals against people of the third world. Consequently, U.S. 
citizens inherit a nation in which white privilege and white 
power are part of the "natural" order and structure of 
society. People of color die -at a disproportionate rate in 
warfare or "peace." They are unemployed disproportion 
ately, receive inferior education disproportionately, are 
humiliated disproportionately. Despite the recent recognition 
of some mystical, undefined "racism" by official government 
commissions, the living conditions o non-whites have re 
mained intolerable. Every effort by non-whites to gain 
power, even in their own communities, has been met by 
violent opposition; militant blacks, determined to bring about 
the promised changes, are harrassed, jailed, killed, or forced 
into exile. In many ghettoes, there is virtual war between 
blacks and predominantly white police.

Two years ago, the first Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority 
focused on the war and the draft. But we cannot oppose 
the war without opposing the institutions that support 
and maintain it. Imperalism, militarism, economic exploitation, 
undemocratic power, racism: though the words may seem stale, 
they describe the exercise of illegitimate authority in the United 
States today. Again, we call upon all to join us in the struggle 
against illegitimate authority. Now is the time to resist.

In reversing the convictions of the Boston Four, the First Circuit Court of Appeals left open the possibility that sign 

ing the original Call to Resist or this New Call could, in con/uncf/on with other acts, be viewed as illegal. We 

believe it is the government's actions, not ours, which are illegal. However, signers and contributors should be 

aware that their actions might be found illegal.

send to: RESIST/Room 4/763 Mass. Ave./Cambridge, Mass. 01239

Q Add my name to the list of signers of the "New Call"; you may make my endorsement public.

G I enclose a contribution of $________ to support the work of RESIST. (Please make checks payable to RESIST.)

[3| I pledge $_________ monthly to support the work of RESIST.

O I am interested in organizing or joining a group in my community.

Please Print

name

address

city- -state. -zip.



1970 - YEAR OF THE PEN AND THE SWORD

"I believe that every man in uniform is a citizen first and a servicemen second, and that we 
must resist any attempt to isolate or separate the defenders from the defended... "

--President Richard M. Nixon, at the Commencement Exercises of the 
U. S. Air Force Academy, June 4, 1969

Thank you, Mr. President. That's what we've been saying all along.

"...the mind is restless, turbulent, strong 
and unyielding. . . as difficult to subdue as the 
wind. "

--Bhagauad-Gita

Those who protest at injustice 
are people of true merit.

When the prison doors are opened, 
the real dragon will fly out.

 Ho Chi Minh

"ICH BIN NIGHT ADOLF EICHMANN"

"No one knows what blasphemy is or what sedition 
is, but all know that they are vague words which can 
be fitted to any meaning that shall please the ruling 
powers. "

--Walter Bagehot

"I have sworn upon the altar of 
God eternal hostility against every 
form of tyranny over the mind of
man.

--Thomas Jefferson

"None are more hopelessly enslaved than those who 
falsely believe they are free. "

 Goethe
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You say that we are scum
because we sing; 

You shout that we are vile
because we dance; 

You rush to punish us because
our hair is long
our legs are shown,
we earn our keep,
we do not want to fight. 

Because we will not take your favorite drug 
Because we will not follow in your ways,

you use the law to injure us, 
But none of us have ever said:

OLD MEN
You have been ruling for 1000 years, 
Why: Is the world still half illiterate? 
Why: Is two-thirds of the world still hungry? 
Why: Do 800,000, 000 have no work? 
Why do you hover on the brink of war each night? 
Why do you loath the likes of us 
Who want to pass their time on earth right happily?

YOU ASK FOR GRATITUDE. 
For what? For schools where lies are taught?

YOU ASK FOR US TO BE PROUD OF YOU. 
For what? Your only true reward is money.

YOU ASK FOR OUR R ESPECT. 
For you! Who squabble all day long among yourselves?

YOU SAY YOU DIED THAT WE SHOULD LIVE. 
What cockj You died to save yourselves 
From the biggest mess you ever made- 
Except the next-which you are busily preparing.

Oh, my dear Fathers, 
You are a ten-ton, thousand-year-old flop.

Your systems do not work,
Your politicians lie
Your Army, Power and Police
Only make matters worse. 

Yet you are ours and we are yours 
And when you're old we will comfort you 
And when you're tired we will nourish you, 
And when you're dead we will bury you 
With fife and flute and drum. 
But do not try to make us be like you. 
No doubt we have some tears to come. 
Men always do. And they shall be our own.

--Christopher Logue, reprinted from 
International Times

"In peace children bury their parents; war 
violates the order of nature and causes parents 
to bury their children. "

--Herodotus o

Subscription Order Form
Please enter my subscription to

OM,
payment for which is enclosed. 

One Year (12 issues) Q $5 
Two Years (24 issues) a $9 
This offer free to Servicemen
name

address

(Please include zip code.)

(Make checks payable to Roger Priest)

OM, 1029 Vermont Ave. NW, Room 200 
Washington, D.C. 20005(202)638-4126 .1



VIETNAM WILL WIN!

"The idealists and visionaries, foolish enough 
to throw caution to the winds and express their 
ardor and faith in some supreme deed, have ad 
vanced mankind and have enriched the earth. "

 Emma Goldman

Congressman L. Mendel Rivers is a kindly old gentleman. 
He epitomizes the very best of Southern graciousness and 
genteelness. Following the Pueblo incident he suggested a 
possible course of U. S. action. It had to do with a North 
Korean city. Listen to the white-haired savant as he presents 
his homey philosophy:

"I'd select a target, I'd do like Truman did. Let one 
of them disappear."

Oh, if 'twer only possible to make L. Mendel Rivers disappear.

"People ask us how you can have the military without 
discipline. But the way to maintain discipline is through 
respect; not repression."

--LTjg. Susan Schnall, a Navy nurse court-martialed 
for marching in an anti-war parade while in uniform
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GRIN AND BEAR IT By Lichty

u. . . And our government can't hoW back 

(he Ret}*"80*" or *trike * blow for democrat) 

unless we get our monthly check on funs, 

Eieeellancyl"



"This country, with its institutions belongs to the people who inhabit 
it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the existing government, they 
can exercise their constitutional right of amending it, or their revolution 
ary right to dismember or overthrow it."

--Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address

"Having seen in our lifetime the nightmare of Stalinist Russia, the nightmare of Nazi Germany 
and the nightmare of the war in Vietnam, I think that we must recognize a simple truth: whatever 
duty we may have as members of particular social institutions is less important than our fundament 
al moral duties. The smooth functioning of the social institution to which one belongs is not more 
important than human life. "

 Dr. Donna Strauss, in LIFE, July 25, 1969

"Those who profess to favor freedom and yet deprecate agitation, are men who want rain without 
thunder and lightning; they want the ocean without the roar of its many waters. "

--Frederick Douglass

"To me, nothing could more tragically demonstrate our complete and utter moral bankruptcy 
than for us deliberately to initiate a 'preventive war'. Once we take that absolutely fatal step, 
our civilization would be doomed. We would have to rely on conquest for survival from then on, 
until our society crumbled as the empires of Alexander and of Rome crumbled, from their own 
inner decay. In all the history of the world no civilization based on conquest has long endured. 
America would be no exception. "

--Chapter 32, "Indochina, Quemoy and Matsu" from the book, 
Matthew B. Ridgway"

'Soldier: Memoirs of



DANGEROUS DRUG

I was wondering why the military has not 
been banned by the 1914 Narcotic Act. It 
definitely is a depressant. It attacks all the 
senses, dulling them into insignificance 
from boredom and lack of stimulation. Fur 
thermore, I believe it has a potential for 
psychological dependence. Have you ever 
noticed the great number of empty-eyed, 
fuzzy-faced career types who seem to exist 
in a perpetual state of insomniatic trance? 
If the military is such a dangerous, habit - 
forming drug, why is it so readily available 
on the open market without a prescription?

'Aha! Another career man."

"I think it takes the maximum of 
courage and patriotism for a man to 
refuse to fight in a war that is illegal, 
immoral, and a disgrace to the country.

--Brig. Gen. Hugh Hester

He asked, will you carry a gun for your country?
I answered the Effbee--aye "YayJ"
I will point a gun for my country,
But I won't guarantee you which way.1
I won't guarantee you which way.'
I will point a gun for my country
But I won't guarantee you which way.

"Now that you've leaned to My 
'sir* to your «uperior«, I hope you'll 
remember it when you get back 
Into civilian life."

--Woody Guthrie

I Love My Flag

I love my flag, I do, I do, 
Which floats upon the breeze 
I also love my arms and legs, 
And neck and nose and knees. 
One little shell might spoil them all 
Or give them such a twist 
They would be of no use to me 

I guess I won't enlist.

I love my country, yes, I do, 
I hope her folks do well. 
Without our arms and legs and things, 
I think we'd look like hell. 
Young men with faces half shot off 
Are unfit to be kissed, 
I've read in books it spoils their looks; 

I guess I won't enlist.

 Patrick Renshaw, The Wobblies, 
Doubleday Anchor Book, 1968, p. 169.

YOU KNOW SOMETHING'S HAPPENIN' 
BUT YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT IT IS 
DO YOU MR. JONES? --Bob Dylan

"Back in my country, it's shot out of cannons and
served with milk and sugar for breakfast." 
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"Spectre of Los Patricios"
By Howard N. Keyer

It is not yet certain whether the 
Vietnam war will cease to be considered 
"Lyndon Johnson's War," and come to be 
known as Mr. Nixon's. There was no 
such problem with America's war against 
Mexico, which was called "Mr. Folk's 
War" by its opponents during and after 
his presidency. In many ways the inva 
sion of 1846-7,  undoubtedly America's 
most detested military action before 
1965, resembles the present Southeast 
Asian conflict.

Sen. Daniel Webster, in some ways 
the Everett Dirksen of his day, eloquent 
and influential if not popular, denounced 
our attack on Mexico as "a war of pre 
text, a war in which the true motive is 
not distinctly avowed, but in which pre 
tenses, afterthoughts, evasions and 
other methods are .employed to put a 
case before the community which is not 
a true case."

Men such as Webster, who questioned 
the war but voted for appropriations to 
wage it, were in turn denounced by Henry 
David Thoreau., our great naturalist- 
philosopher, who complained: "There 
are thousands who are in opinion op 
posed to slavery and to the war, who 
yet, in effect, do nothing to put an end 
to them."

There was a credibility gap that 
developed soon after Congress was 
rushed into voting a declaration of war 
in 1846. Ven like Sen. William Fulbright 
(D-Ark.), who regret having been starm 
peded into passing the Tonkin Gulf 
resolution Of 1964 - the sole "legal" 
basis for the outpouring of U.S. blood 
and treasure by our commanders in chief 
- remind one of Sen. John C. Calhoun, 
who ruefully remarked that less than 
10 per cent of the 1846 Congress would 
have agreed to war on our southern 
neighbor had they been given time to 
examine the case. Later, a freshman 
congressman from Illinois pressed for 
an inquiry as to whether the "spot" 
on which U.S. and Mexican forces first 
clashed was not in fact Mexican terri 
tory, defined as such by an 1819 treaty. 
His name was Abraham Lincoln.

Just as the late Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. spoke out often and vigorously 
against the Vietnam war until his assas 
sination. America's greatest black civil 
rights leader of 1846 took an uncompro 
mising stand against the Mexican war, 
Ten years out of slavery at the age of 
31, Frederick Douglass denounced the 
"disgraceful, cruel, and iniquitous war" 
that doomed Mexico to be "victim to

Anglo-Saxon cupidity and love of domin 
ion." He argued that our only hope of 
national redemption, lay in a united 
demand of press, pulpit, and public for 
the (unilateral) "instant recall of our 
forces from Mexico.''

It has been suggested that our in 
volvement in Vietnam began when CIA 
agents, under orders to undermine the 
1954 Geneva agreements for Vietnam's 
unification secretly returned an emigre 
named Diem from New York to Saigon. 
A similar device brought Santa Anna, 
butcher of the Alamo, back to Mexico 
from-his Cuban exile. On the very day 
that Polk sent his war message to Con 
gress, our naval blockaders received 
orders to permit the emigre soldier- 
politicians to pass through. "How came 
it into Mr. Folk's ihead that Mr. Santa 
Anna was likely to come that way?" 
asked Sen. Webster, - and in answering 
his own question revealed that secret 
U.S. agents invited the exile's return. 
This attempt at a coup to install a puppet 
pro-US. regime was a fiasco, for Santa 
Anna double crossed us.

Among the troops under Santa Anna's 
command was one battalion whose 
spectre may be haunting the men of the 
Pentagon as reports arrive on every 
hand of disaffection among our G.I.'s. 
The name "Los Patricios" (for Battal 
ion of St. Patrick) is not mentioned in 
popular U.S. military histories. Books 
about the American Irish dating from 
the 1840's, when they were commonly 
victims of native American bigotry, 
omit mention of the battalion. The unit's 
origins must be understood in the light 
of a period when to them, as to the 
blacks today, the Army was a place of 
refuge from the economic hardships of 
civilian discrimination.

Many Catholics (not just the Irish) 
in the invading army tended to sympa 
thize and identify with the Mexican 
peasantry. They were appalled at the 
conduct of their comrades in occupied 
areas, especially by th§ Texans who, 
as Lt. Ulysses S. Grant reported, "seem 
to think it perfectly all right to impose 
upon the people and even to murder 
them." Bigotry among noncoms and 
junior officers helped develop the cli 
mate for defection. The last straw was 
the desecration of Mexican churches. 
That was too much for men who had 
seen churches in Boston and Philadel 
phia burned by mobs unmolested by the 
official guardians of "law and order."

First over the hill, to switch to 
the side he thought was right, was Sgt. 
John Riley, Company K, 5th U.S. Infan- 
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try. Commissioned as a lieutenant in 
the Mexican Army, Riley gathered others 
around him who had resented their own 
army's mission and conduct. Their ranks 
were augmented by Americans who 
responded to the appeals of Mexican 
priests to "abandon your unholy cause."

Los Patricios fought gallantly, 
most notably at Churubusco, where 
their cannon almost stopped the invaders 
and they were overcome only after their 
ammunition was gone. Many died in 
action, some escaped, and about 60 
were captured. All but a handful were 
hanged by their captors, in spite of 
pleas of the archbishop of Mexico and 
the British ambassador.

They are not forgotten by a proud 
people whose territories were taken 
from them in a war that they still remem 
ber as one of aggression. Annual trib 
utes are still paid at the plaque at 
Mexico City's San Jacinto Church, 
bearing such names as Hogan, O'Connor, 
Sheehan and Flaherty, inscribed IN 
MEMORY OF THE HEROIC SAN PAT 
RICK) BATTALION/MARTYRS WHO 
GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR MEXICO 
DURING THE UNJUST AMERICAN 
INVASION OF 1847.

NICKEL REVIEW August 1969

Howard N. Meyer of Rotkville Centre is an 
attorney and civil rights historian and au 
thor of "Colonel of th« Black Regiment: 
The Life of Thomas Wentivorth Higginson."



Wizard of Id

Cartoon from The Washington Evening Star

"Ring around the Pentagon, a pocket full of pot 
Four and twenty generals all begin to rot. 
All the evil spirits start to tumble out 
Now the war is over, we all begin to shout. "

JOIN us: JOIN us:

AD RATES

1/8 page. ....$10 
1/4 page..... $20 
1/2 page..... $40 
full page..... $75

Circulation 10,000
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Success |

DISCLAIMER

The opinions contained in this publication 
are the private ones of the authors and are 
not to be construed as official or reflecting 
the views of the Department of Defense, 
the Navy Department or the military and 
naval service at large. Neither should the 
lies spread by the Department of Defense, 
the Navy Department or any of its agents 
be construed as reflecting the views of the 
authors of this publication.

PLEASE PASS THIS PAPER AROUND 
TO YOUR FRIENDS AFTER YOU'VE
READ IT:

"No one denies that he had the right
to hold dissident vieu's. On the other hand,

it was a drag having him around."
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Uncle Sam Exam
TRUE AND FALSE

1. The United States has a treaty with the Saigon government. T__
F__

2. The Saigon government is a member of SEATO. T 
F__

3. The intervention in Vietnam is a SEATO action. T  
F__

4. The U. S. paid for 80% of the colonial French Indochinese War. T__
F__

5. John Foster Dulles wanted to use nuclear bombs rather than end the French Indochinese War. T
F

6. The U. S. signed treaties not to unilaterally intervene in international disputes. T__
F   

7. No international law or agreement exists which claims that Vietnam is two 
countries, North and South. T __

F__
8. There are Russian or Chinese fighting troops in Vietnam. T__

F__
9. The United States is the only major power with any fighting troops in any part of Vietnam. T__

F__
10. The majority of National Liberation Front combatants are from north Vietnam. T__

F__
11. It is the expressed and proven policy of the U. S. to support, arm and aid almost all the world's 

military dictatorships against domestic insurgency. T__
F __

12. Red China has bases and troops outside her borders. T __
F__

13. The U. S. has over 2,000 bases outside her borders. T__
F__

14. The U. S. was one of six signers who failed to ratify the 1925 Geneva Protocal prohibiting "the 
use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases. " T __

F__
15. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution is the only "legal" justification for having U. S. troops in 

Vietnam. T__ 
F___

Answers for True and False:

X- 'ST 'X- 'f-T 'X- *£T 'd- °Zl 'X- °TT 'd- *OT 'X- *6 'd- °8 'X- 'L 'X- "9 'X- 'S 'X- ** 'd- *C 'd- 'Z 'd- *T

SEND MONEY
as much as
you can get $1

MINIMUM

Yes folks. OM needs money to keep operating. 
There are a lot of you out there that can spare 
a buck here or there to keep OM free to GI's. 
Won't you help? Send all contributions to: OM, 
1029 Vermont Avenue, N. W., Room 200 
Washington, D.C. 20005.



Gl REFERENDUM 
ON VIETNAM

Should the United States 
bring the rest of the GFs 

"ome from Vietnam now? 
YES a NOa

Photo takers by Roger Williams at the Bob Hope Christmas Show 
Long Binh, Vietnam, December, 1968.

\

G.I. REFERENDUM ON VIETNAM

ould the United States Bring the Re 
he G.l.'s Home from Vietnam Now?

a YES a NO "1

I

losed is my $1.00 contribution to help pay lor 
ting the G;l. Referendum on Vietnam in Playboy, 
iy Times, Navy Times, and Air Force T'mes.

end me ................ copies of this referendum for
distribution in my area.

SEAMAN ROGER L PRIEST, U.S. NAVY 
1029 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Room 200 
Washington, D. C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 6384126
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