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ESCALATION PRODUCES MASSIVE PROTEST 

The Nixon administration's invasion of Cambodia and the resumption 
of air strikes against North_ Vietnam have produced a massive wave of 
protest across the length and breadth of the country. The most visible 
form of protest has been the sweep of student strikes which have closed 
hundreds of campttses . 

: 

The govel:"runent has replied to the public outrage with lies - - and 
with gunfire . At Kent Stai;:e University in Ohio on May 4 National Guard 
troops fired into a crowd of antiwar demonstrators, killing four students 
and wounding eleven, three of tl,em critically. 

At a press conference in Washington May 5, two witnesses of the 
shooting, saying that the Guardsmen took deliberate aim at the demonstra
t ors and fired in volleys. Char l es Palmer, president of the National 
Student Association , and Carol Lipman, national executive secretary of 
the Student Mobilization Committee, called for a national day of mourn
i ng and protest on Friday , May 8, and asked al l sections of the popula
t ion on that day to go to the campus nearest them and join in the day 
of mourning . 

The Kent massacre is the direct result of the hysteria which the 
Nixon administration has deliberately tried to whip up against all who 
oppose its crimina l polic i es in Vietnam. Both his hatchet man Agnew and 
Nixon himself have filled the press with inflame~ory at:tacks designed to 
l egitimize the suppression of anyone who refuses to believe that the Nixon 
administration represents the best of al l possible worl.ds: " snobs" , "punks ", 
"anarchists and tota l itarians . " 

Agnew himself had the effron t ery aft:er learning of the shooting to 
proceed with a speech in which he r eferred to antiwar protest:ers as "par
anoids . " Presumably that means he thinks that the four Kent State students 
ar e-mental l y disturbed individuals who only believe that they are dead . 
Agnew also called tne killings "a tragedy that was predic t able . " It was 
-- bu t not in the way he meant . It was predictable th at the administration's 
at t empt s to pr esent its opponents as something l ess than human would even
tu all y be taken seriously by a nervous troop commander , It was predictab l e 
-- the ant i war movement has predicted it for a long time- -- that the violence 
dir e.cted against the peoples of Indo-China would eventual l y find its re
f l ection in events at home. 

Nixon I s attempt in h is April 30 speech to justify the invasion of 
Cambodia was simp l y ridiculous . He: spoke of i t as taking "t he action I 
consider necessary to defend the se curity of our American men. " The secur
i ty of American troops i s not increased by sending them to fight in still 
another country . Nixon has the ability to prevent the l oss of even one 
more life in Indo - China, but be can do that onl y by bringing the troops 
home immediately, not be engaging in new escalations of the war . 

The dangerous logic of Nixon ' s argument was presented in a humor -
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'. ous manner by !)rt Buchwal,d :i.n an imaginary interview with ex-President 
Nixon in May, 1973 . Buchwald has Nixon say: 

"I decided to go into Cambodia as a way of ending the war . Now the 
COllllllunists did not see it this way, and, therefore, they moved into north
ern 'Jl:tailand . 'Jl:ten I was obligated to invade Thailand to clear out their 
supply base there. After we did that, the Communists still refused to 
talk peacei and t~ey started supplying northern 'Jl:tailand from Burma. We 
couldn ' t a low them to usl? Burma as a dagger against our boys, so we 
launched the Burma offensive in hopes that Hanoi would see reason . 

"Instead, the North Vietnamese started supplying Burma from Red 
China, so in order to protect our boys we worked out a j oint attack with 
the South Vietnam ese on Red China." 

Militarily, the invasion began on a pattern that has already become 
more than familiar in Vietnam. Huge tolls of "enem~ troops killed" were 
bandied about in the press, with, of course, only 'lifiht casualties" among 
Americans. It is a shame that these "light casual ties are n.ecessarily 
unable to speak for · themselves. 

The Washin gton Post rep,eated a report on May 3 that "at . least 634 
North Vietnamese andVietcong' had been killed . 'Jl:te same article noted 
a Reuters report that during the same period "only seven weapons ,,ere re
ported captured , " These reports are open to two interpretations . One is 
that only one-ninetieth of the North Vietnamese and NLF troops carry wea
l)Ons. 'Jl:te other is that the government is following the same policy it 
follows in Vietn am: shoot-Ing everything that moves and reasoning "They 
must be enemy troops; otherwise we wouldn ' t have shot them." 

The new escalation of the war must be opposed by all sections of 
the population, for it represents clear proof- that all the talk of "Viet
namization" is totally fraudulent . Nixon is following the same policy 
Johnson followed: talking of peace while escalating the war whenever he 
thinks that public opinion will allow him to get away with it. We must 
show him that this time be has miscalculated : we will not let him get 
away with it . We will settle for nothing less than br:ilhging all the troops 
home from Southeast Asia now. 
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THE JAPANESE SANCTOARIES 

After listening to President Nixon's Ar-,/:;.:. speech announcing 
invasion of Cambodia by American troops, I went to bed and immediately 
a peculiar dremn . I dreamed that 1 was in Hanoi watching television 
that Pham Van Doug, the J:>remier of Norln Vietnam, came on the screen 
delivered the following speech: 

Good evening my fellow Vietnamese . 

In my last report to the nation on the Vietnam war, 1 reported on 
my administration ' s attempts t:o bring the war to a -peaceful conclusion. 

At the same time, I warned that if increased enemy activity en
dangered the lives of our troops, 1 would not he sitate to take strong and 
effective measures to deal w'.Lth that situation. 

Despite that warning, the United States has increased its mili.tary 
aggression in all areas , and particularly in Japan. After full consulta
tion with the Central Committee, General Giap, and my other advisers, I 
have concluded that the actions of the enemy in the last 10 days clearly 
endanger the lives of Vietnamese and would constitute an unacceptable 
risk to those who would .remain there even after a de-escalation of the 
war . 

Tonight, I shall describe the actions of the enemy, the actions 
I have ordered to deal with that situation , and the reasons for my deci
sion. 

Japan -- a nation with less than half the population of the United 
States-~ has been an officially demilitari~ed country since 1945, a 
status, incidentally, which is explicitly recognized in treaties signed 
by the United States . 

Vietnamese po li cy since 1945 has always been to respect that status 
and to follow a strict pol.icy of non-intervention in Japanese affairs . 
Ind eed , we have not had even so much as a dip l omatic mission in. Japan, 
let alone military bases . 

The United States, however, has not respected the demilitarized 
and neutral status of Japan. For more than twenty years , the U.S. has oc
cupied military sanctuaries -- as you can see on this map -- throughout 
JaEan. In areas such as Okinawa these sanctuaries comprise more than 
25% of the total land area. 

For six years these sanctuaries have been used for hit-and-run at
ta cks against North Vietnam, Sout h Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, These 
American -o ccupied territories contain major base camps, training sites, 
lo gistics facilities, weapon and a~unition depots, and ai r fields . 

And f or six years nei ther the Democratic Republic of Vietnam nor 



' STUDENT MODILIZAT ION COMMITTEE To End the Wor in Vie ~nom, 1029 Vermont Ave., NW 
page 4 Suite 907, Washi119ln o, D.C. 20005 

the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam have moved against these 
enemy sanctuaries because we did not wish to violate the territory of 
a neutral nation. 

Even af ·ter the Americans began to expand their use of these sanc
tuaries several months ago, we counseled patience to our alli_es and im
posed restraints upon our own commanders . 

In contrast to our policy the enemy in the past two weeks has 
stepped up his bombing raids from these sanct-uaries that you see on this 
map, and there a:i;e indications that he is building up his forces for still 
more massive attacks upon our troops. 

The United St:1;1tes in the last two weeks has stripped away all pre
tense of respecting the sovereignty or the neutrality of Japan. Thousands 
of their troops are free to leave the sanctuaries and roam throughout the 
country. The American base camps all but encircle Tokyo, the capital . 

The Japanese people have conducted a protracted struggle againat 
these sanctuaries, struggles which at times have involved hundreds of 
thousands of Japanese citizens armed only with sticks . But this heroic 
resistance has not been able to contain the spreacl of the American sanc
tuaries. 

It therefore becomes the responsibility 0£ the international com
munity , of wh;i.ch we are a part!. to stop the .America!). aggression against 
Japan. Because if the enemy eftort succeeds, Japan will become a vast 
staging area for attacks against Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos . 

Now co11£ronted with this situ ·ation we had three options : 

. First, we can do nothing. Now, the ultimate result of that course 
of action is clear . trnless we indulge in wishful thinking, the lives of the 
people of Southeast Asia would be gravely threatened . 

Our second choice is to provide massive military assistance to the 
Japanese themselves . But unfortunately, while we deeply sympathize with 
the plight of the Japanese people whose country has been invaded, massive 
amounts of military assistance could not be rapidly utilized by the Jap
anese people, untrained in military skills. 

Our third choice is to go to the heart of the trouble ·. 

And that means cl eaning out the maj or American-occupied territories, 
these sanctuaries which serve as bases for attack on Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia . 

Now f aced with these three options, this is the decision I have 
made. Ton;i.ght, North Vietnamese and National Liberation Front units will 
attack the headquarters of the entire American military operation in Japan . 
This key control center has been occupied by the Americans for more than 
twenty years in blatant violation of Japan ' s neutrality . 
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This is not an invasion of Japan. Th.e areas in which the attacks 
will be launched are completely occupied and controlled by American forces . 

Our purpose is not to occupy the areas . Once enemy forces are driv
en out of these sanctu arie s and once their military supplies are destroyed, 
we t-1ill. withdraw. 

The action l have announced t;anight puts the leaders of the United 
States on notice that we w:i,11 be patient in working for peace, We will 
be conciliatory at the conference tab-le, but we will not be humiliated, 
We will not be defeated. 

We will not a1-low Vietn amese men by the thousands to be killed 
by an enemy from privileged sanctuary . 

That is the point and the message of our action in Japan. And at 
the same time, the leaders of the United States are put on notice that 
we will not indef;i.nitely i.gnore the sanctuarJes for their troops-- the 
so-called rest and recuperation centers -- which they have established in 
Thailand, Hong Kong, ancl Australia. 

JACKSON ANTIWAR ACTIVIST MURDERED 

The bodies of Mark Younce, a Vietnam veteran and member of Gis 
United Against the War at Fort Jackson, ancl his pregnant wife ~~ere found 
the first week in April in the back seat of their burned-out automobile , 
An attempt had been made to camouflage the car. 

The two apparently were murdered on March 16 . Younce had written 
articles for Short Times, the pape-r of Gis United , which often receive$ 
threatening phone ca!ls"from local rednecks. There is also an indication 
th at he may have bad pictures of atrocities taken while he was in Vietnam . 

No arrests have been made, and the whole case is, in the words of 
members of Gis United, "bei ng hushed up." 

The Columbia police are apparently occupied with what they consider 
more important matters, such as the recent trial for conducting a "publ ic 
nuisance" at which three members of the staff of the UFO Coffeehouse were 
sentenced tn six years in prison and the coffeehouse was fined $10,000 . 
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