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May's Day: Music Without Brass 

Four Killed 
at Kent 

Two sisters and two brothers 
were murdered May 4 by National 
Guard troops. As many as 17 
other students at Kent State 
University in Ohio were wounded 
in the barrage of gunfire. An
other student was killed last 
month as he tried to put out a 
fire at the Isla Vista Bank of 
Amerika. At least one student 
was shot late Monday at the 
University of Maryland. These 
sisters and brothers were mur
dered because they were protest
ing richard nixon's expansion 
of the Indochina War. 
This paper has been warning 

for some time that you would be 
used to suppress dissent. It 
is a small step from calling up 
the National Guard to using fed
eral troops. Federal troops 
have already been used by nixon 
to stifle dissent, most recently 
at the peaceful demonstration in 
support of the Black Panthers 
at New Haven May 1. You are 
going to be manipulated again. 
You are going to be ordered onto 
a campus or into the streets to 
prevent your civilian (and mili
tary) sisters and brothers from 
showing nixon what they think 
of his foreign "policy" and 
domestic "programs". 
Nixon has used the deaths of 

our brothers and sisters as a 
warning and a threat. He said 
Monday that the murders were 
"just" another example of what 
happens when "peaceful dissent 
turns to violence". He said the 
demonstrators "invited tragedy" 
BULLSHIT.' Tragedy is invited 
when young, inexperienced men 

(Continued on Page 3) 

Armed Forces Day will be a 
little different this year. 
For the first time in the 
history of the "celebration", 
GIs across the country will be 
telling the public about the 
REAL armed forces, not Melvin 
Laird's showroom model which 
will be exhibited by Uncle 
Sam. 
The government's idea of 

Armed Forces Day is to parade 
the latest tools of genocide; 
to stage "patriotic" militar
ist speeches; and to stage 
"open house" at your local 
military establishment where 
your children get to see what 
it is like to sit behind the 
sights of a machine gun and 
war-loving pigs can fondle 
the latest tactical missiles. 
All this will be highlighted 
at many bases by a simulated 
attack on an enemy bunker", 
where the public is treated to 
an exhibition of a combat 
unit's ability to kill and de
stroy. After the unit has 
gunned down the bunker's de
fenders and burned the remains 
of the fortification with the 
latest, new, nifty flame
thrower, the Star Spangled 
Banner is played and the 
"casualties" get up off the 
ground, dust themselves off 
and get as far away from the 
military as their 72-hour 
passes will take them. 

This May 16, though, will 
not be quite the same. This 
Armed Forces Day GIs will ex
plain to the public that war 
is not quite so entertaining 
when it is viewed from the 
inside; that people actually 
get their arms, legs and heads 
blown off in an atta ck on a 
bunker; that it is NOT a game 
or a circus. GIs will be 
telling the nation what it is 
like to be kidnaped from civ
ilian life and forced into a 
situation where they must kill 
their Asian brothers or be 
killed as aggressors so that 
Lockheed and other war prof
iteers can declare another 
dividend and keep their 
shareholders behind the mil

itarist administratioii. 
As of press time, actions 

were planned at 22 separate 
U.S. military establishments 
all over the nation. It is 
expected that even more ac
tions will take place. These 
actions are conceived and 
organized by active-duty GIs, 
so that they will have an op
portunity to uphold the orig
inal idea behind Armed Forces 
Day and tell the public about 
the military forces they are 
supporting with their tax 
money. 

The following actions have 
already been planned: 

FORT DEVENS, MASS. -- Picnic, 
with speakers and local en
tertainment. 
NEWPORT, R.I. -- Picnic, 
sDCâkcrs 
FORT Dix] N.J. -- Rally and 
march, possibly on base, with 
prominent speakers from the 
Black Panthers and the Chi
cago Conspiracy, plus enter
tainment. 
FORT MEADE, MD. — The site 
where My Lai Massacre sus
pects are being held will be 
the scene of a rally, march, 
entertainment, Abbie Hoffman 
and other prominent speakers 
from the Conspiracy and the 
Panthers. 
FORT BRAGG, N.C. -- Rally and 
GI-Civilian march, with GI 
workshops. 
FORT BENNING, GA. -- (May 17) 
Mock trial of the system that 
created the Indochina War, 
with prominent speakers. 
FORT MCCLELLAN, ALA. -- Fest
ival of Life. 
FORT HOOD, TEXAS -- Nine days 
of workshops and teach-ins. 
FORT BLISS, TEXAS -- Festival 
of Life, featuring Phil Ochs. 
CAMP PENDLETON/SAN DIEGO NAVY 
BASE -- Leafletting of bases 
May 16, rally May 17 with Tom 
Hayden (Conspiracy). 
FORT ORD/SAN FRANCISCO FACIL
ITIES -- Rally (with Tom Hay
den) and march. 
FORT LEWIS, WASH. -- Teach-in, 
Festival of Life. 

(Continued on Page 3) 



EDITORIAL 

Take a long, hard look at 
Amerikan society. What evils 
do you find most revolting? 
You have a wide selection to 
choose from: racism, oppres
sion of minority and even 
majority (women) groups, a 
government intent on crea
ting wars to improve the 
economy and make the rich 
richer, suppression of Con
stitutional Rights when 
the exercise of those rights 
sheds a bad light on the 
power structure,etc, the 
list goes on and on. Then 
take a long look at the 
military system of the U-
nited States, and what do 
you see? A system emcom-
passing all these evils 
found in our society, with 
none of the fabled "good 
points" supposedly found 
on the outside. 

You, as a member of the 
United States Armed Forces, 
find yourself exposed daily 
to racism, oppression, har-
rassment, supression, and tie 
horrible guilt feeling that 
comes from knowing that you, 
no matter what your job, are 
contributing to Amerikan 
genocide in Southeast Asia. 
Just by filling the vacancy 
created for you by the mil
itary, you are making it 

possible for the military 
to free another man for duty 
in Southeast Asia. 

What can you do about it? 
There are really only two op
tions available to you. You 
can do your job, put in eight 
hours a day and take whatever 
bullshit the power structure 
chooses to lay on you, go 
home to the barracks or your 
apartment, have a nice, (or 
not so nice if its mil'itary 
food) warm dinner, and watch 
the news on TV to see if the 
death toll in Vietnam is up 
or down this week. Or you 
can use your time in a more 
positive manner. 

For example; Contribute your 
views, in article form to a 
local underground GI news
paper. Tell of an example 
of military "justice' that 
you have witnessed, or write 
about what you would do if 
you were in charge (A navy 
magazine used to run a col
umn called "Chief of Naval 
Operations for a Day", where 
readers were supposed to list 
the changes they would make 
in the system given the chance, 
What would you do of YOU 
were Chief of Naval Oper
ations, or Secretary of the 
army, or air force or Com- .. 
mandant of the marine corps ?). 
If you don't have a local 

underground paper, START 
one. Write OPEN SIGHTS for 
information and assistance. 
There are nearly 60 under
ground papers in operation 
now. • 

If you live in the Wash
ington area you can help out 
with OPEN SIGHTS. The office 
is at 1029 Vermont Ave., 
Suite 907. (phone 737-0072). 
Several peace groups maintain 
offices in the same building, 
and any one of us can always 
use extra help. Drop down 
and put in a couple of hours 
on a weekend or after work. 

Support or start a cof
feehouse for GI's dedicated 
to peace, equal rights and 
an end to the UCMJ. 

Take part in demonstrations 
and rallies sponsored by peo
ple who share your political 
and moral views. You have 
the right to participate in 
demonstrations that are legal, 
that take place off-base af
ter duty hours, if you are 
not in uniform (who wants to 
ivear his uniform after work 
anyway?). 

If you have a couple of 
dollars to spare, give it to 
an organization that can use 
it. There are innumerable 
peace organizations around 

that could put your money 
to good use in the struggle 
to get us (All of us) the 
rights guaranteed under the 
Constitution and out of 
Southeast Asia and the rest 
of the world. 

Most important of all 
do not be afraid to say what 
you believe in at every op
portunity including while 
you're at work- the Bill 
of Rights is not suspended 
during working hours al
though your "superiors" 
may want you to think so. 
Confront the veiled threats 
your leading NCO's are so 
fond of dishing out. Don't 
let your military bosses 
politically dominate the 
daily conversation at work 
without your presenting 
your point of view. Your 
silence only endorses their 
hateful philosophy of 
racism, facism, and death. 
Make sure everybody knows 
where you stand. 

By word and by deed you 
can become a part of the peace 
movement while on or off 
duty; you can help reform 
this nation and especial
ly this nation's military. 
RIGHT ON.' 
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Who is the Sick One? 
My experience as a psychia

trist in the army leaves no 
doubt in my mind that sickness 
resides not in the men who come 
to see me but in the brass who 
send them, A brief example will 
illustrate this point«, 

A young, slender enlisted 
man was referred to me by his 
C.O. because of "insolence and 
rebellion against authority" 
and general "poor attitude." 
Talking with this soldier, he 
told me that he had never mes
sed up until he returned from 
RVN three months before. 

His experence in Vietnam 
convinced him that "we shouldn't 
be over there, at all." Ini
tially he placed peace bumper 
stickers on his car and was 
commanded to remove them. He 
complied but now began to pencil 
-in, crayon-in and chalk-in 
peace symbols all across the 
base. The brass went wild. 
Obviously this guy was a nut. 
His C.O. responded by issuing 
him an Art. 15 and bundling him 
off to the shrink (me). 

Appearently the brass wants 
me to "cure" these "sick" men, 
to wash their brains clean of 
such dirty pathogens as a sin
cere wish for peace' You tell 
me: who is the sick one? 

By Dr. Kenneth Locke 

STRANGE BEDFELLOWS 
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in memoriam 
Allison Kraus 
Jeffrey Miller 
Sandra Le Scheuer 
William Schroeder 

Killed on Kent State campus. 
The Government, through the National Guard, has again 

subscribed to the self-defeating policy of overkill. 
"Shoot the damn fags and teach 'em a lesson.'" The 
American way triumphs in a storm of bullets, a cloud of 
gas, and tedius rationalization over "blame." . The 
frustrations of those who answer arguments with silence, 
dissent with repression, curses with clubs, and rocks with| 
bullets can only explode into tragedy. Cynical attempts 
to deny responsibility can only further erode what faith 
many concerned, sensitive people still have in this 
country. Is life so cheap that we can accept its loss as 
"regrettable, but unavoidable?" Is the President so 
insensitive to believe that empty reminders that violence 
breeds violence will result in less violence? The 
children he so chides were baptized in their own blood by 
his agents. 

What hope is there when government turns lawless? 
What can a country offer life-orientated people when it 
brandishes a gun and clubs them into freedom? How can a 
people unite in constructive action when the very 
institutions which are maintained to protect freedom turn 
an academic community into a bloodbath? Does not the 
President realize that as violence breeds more violence, 
repression breeds more repression? Today, when a recent 
Gallup poll indicates a majority of Americans willing to 
suspend 5 Articles of the Bill of Rights, it is time for 
the Government to educate the people on the evils of 
repression rather than to adopt murder as established 
policy. 

PGW 

oo 
(From the Cover) 

are sent on campus with loaded 
rifles. Tragedy is invited when 
these men are trained to inflict 
the greatest amount of pain with 
the least amount of permanent 
damage with their clubs. Trag
edy is invited when they are 
trained to use pepper gas and 
other "irritants" to blind and 
nauseate demonstrators. Trag
edy is invited when these men 
are taught to kill. 
Nixon's reference to violence 

was ironic, at best. He accused 
the students of commiting vio
lence when all they were doing 
was exercising their Constitu
tional right to dissent. Be
cause a few of the demonstra
tors did not like having tear 
gas cannisters thrown and shot 
at them, they threw them back 
at the masked, helmeted troops. 
A few even commited the horrible 

(From the Cover) 

Without Brass 
FORT CARSON, COLO. -- Festival 
of Life. 
GRAND FORKS AFB, N.D. -- Anti-
ABM rally with emphasis on GI 
struggle. 
GREAT LAKES/CHICAGO AREA --
March in solidarity with 
striking grape workers. 
Rallies and other actions 

have also been scheduled at 
these bases: Charleston Naval 
Station, S.C.; Fort Gordon, 
Ga.; Mountain Home AFB Idaho; 
Grissom AFB, IND.; Barksdale 
AFB, LA.; Groton/N?w London 
Naval Station, Conn.; Fort 
Riley, Kansas. 
The central theme of all 

the above actions will be 
an end to the growing war in 
Indochina and Constitutional 
rights for GIs. Although the 
actions, planned and organized 
by active-duty GIs, have been 
backed by several civilian 
peace organizations, including 
the New Mobilization to End 
the War in Vietnam and our 
parent organization, the Stu
dent Mobilization Committee. 
These groups are taking part 
to show their solidarity with 
anti-war GIs in their struggle 
against the war machine. 
When the prosecuters of a 

war speak out against it, you 
KNOW there is something wrong 
with it. Support your broth
ers and sisters in uniform who 
are protesting U.S. genocide 
in Asia. They have a lot more 
to lose than you do! 

crime of tossing stones at the 
riot-equipped soldiers. The 
response from the National Guard 
troops was a three-second bar
rage of fire leveled indiscrim
inately at the protesting stu
dents. Whether the troops were 
ordered to fire or panicked ot 
felt they were threatened is 
irrelevant. The only thing 
about the massacre that is rel
evant is that four people were 
killed and 17 wounded, three 
critically. 
This tragedy was encouraged by 

richard nixon and spiro agnew, 
who have been urging harsher 
measures to prevent college stu
dents from protesting their pol
icies. These people were mur
dered by nixon and agnew who 
manipulated the National Guard 
into doing their dirty work for 
them. 
We mourn for Allison, Sandy, 

Jeffrey and William. We find 
it difficult to control our rage 
when we see spiro agnew on TV,;,; ,; 

gloating and saying "I told you 
so." But we will control that 
rage. As Norman Mailer said at 
a midnight vigil the day of the 
murders, a revolution is just 
what nixon wants. A revolution 
at this time would be crushed 
by sheer firepower, and nixon 
would be rid of us. But we are 
not going to make things that 
easy for him. 
The obscenity committed at 

Kent State in the name of the 
American people should alert you 
to the fact that nixon will stop 
at nothing to keep us quiet. 
That includes sending GIs into 
the streets and to our Univer
sities. You can expect to be 
ordered to put down a demon
stration in the near future, 
because the demonstration WILL 
continue. You must decide NOW 

i-.tiu.•••..- (continued on page 5) 
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our aims 
OPEN SIGHTS, a newspaper 

written and published by Wash
ington, D.C. area active -duty 
servicemen and their friends, 
will deal with three basic, but 
related problems. 

(1) the history and current 
situation of the aggressive war 
conducted by the U.S. government 
in Indo-China. 

(2) the status of surfdom 
suffered by active duty service
men of the United States under 
the archaic and unconstitutional 
"Uniform Code of Military 
Justice". 

(3) the backgrounds and pres
ent states of the various liber
ation movements throughout the 
Third World, including oppressed 
non-white groups within the U.S„ 
itself. 

OPEN SIGHTS seeks to inform 
and support attempts to organ
ize specific legal actions which 
will: 

(1) lead to an end to the 
continuing Indo-China War, 
through the immediate withdrawal 
of all American presence from 
that area and the right to self-
determination for the peoples of 
Indo-China. 

(2) lead to the extension, 
in fact, of First Amendment 
rights for all active-duty ser
vicemen. In addition, we will 
seek to prevent all attempts at 
the use of the draft system to 
suppress dissent inside or out
side the military. 

(3) lead to the elimination 
of all colonial and neo-colon-
ialist suppression of the human 
rights of Third World peoples, 
whether that suppression is at 
the hands of the U.S. government 
or not, including the oppression 
fostered on American Blacks, 
Chicanos, Indians and other 
minorities. 

Servicemen who helped put this issue of OPEN 
SIGHTS together: 

The opinions expressed in OPEN 
SIGHTS are the private ones of 
the authors and are not to be 

as official or reflec-
iews of the Department 
Department of the 
ent of the Navy, 
Marine Corps, De-

Air Force, the 
of Investigation, 
rtment, includ-
Central 

including 
he Agency 
elopment, 
Commis-
ichard sion, Julius Hoffma 

Nixon and Spiro T. Ag^w(the 
Hon. Mendel Rivers has been 
excluded. If anyone could 
believe that anything we print 
has anything to do with the 
way he talks, they won't under-
stand our paper anyway). Nei
ther should the opinions or 
"official statements" of the 
above mentioned individuals, 
agencies, and their agents 
be construed as reflecting 
the views of the authors of 
this publication. 

Payraise for Peace 
A GI from Fort Holabird has 

come up with a good suggestion for 
how GIs can spend the bonus" they 
will receive because of the retro
active pay increase recently enact
ed for all federal employees. 

The increase came as a result 
of the strike by postal workers, a 
strike in which Nixon forced unwil
ling GIs to play the role of strike 
breakers. 

The idea is that it would be a 
good way for GIs to show their dis
pleasure with this strike-breaking 
and with the war by donating their 
bonus to the antiwar movement. 

So... before you spend that ex
tra money at your favorite neigh
borhood clip joint, think of the 
organizations that could put that 
money to good work by using it to 
help end the war. 

Like your base's GI antiwar pa
per for example. Most of these pap
ers are paid for out of the pockets 
of the GIs who produce them. You 
can help them out this month with
out even really dipping into your 
own pocket. 

Why not clip the coupon below 
and send it with your PAYRAISE FOR 
PEACE to your local GI paper. If 
there is no paper at your base yet, 
you can help keep the GI PRESS SER
VICE in business by donating your 
bonus to us. 

fT -

Enclosed is $ , which is 

of my payraise donated to the cause 

'of peace. 

Want to join the Movement? All you need 
is a stamp, an envelope, this coupon and 
whatever money you can spare. Clip this 
out and mail it in today.' 

Ron Buckley 
Dave 
Dennis 

Bill Flavell 
Eric Harrod 
Keith Jones 

Al Pacer 
Bill Peckat 
Pat Ruta 

Co-conspirators who are not in the military, 
but who care: 

Paul Glover 
Tom Meyers 

Celia Slattery Tommye Wiese 
Jack Susarrey 

I would like to be on the mailing list, 
"i would like to receive OPEN SIGHTS. 

Please Print 

Name 
Grade_ 
State" 

Unit Base 
-ziP-I 

Donation $ 
Mail to: OPEN SIGHTS 

c/o SMC 
1029 Vermont Ave. Rm.1004 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

There are regular meetings of the OPEN 
SIGHTS editorial board Sundays at 1:30 PM 
at the above address. 

COME AND BRING SOME FRIENDS! 
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Citizen-Soldier? 

Do you enjoy the service? 
Do you plan to make a career of 
it? Chances are your answer is 
no to both questions and for the 
same reasons. Probably half the 
servicemen in the military are 
unwilling members. They have 
either been drafted or have been 
forced to enlist. Enlistment is 
usually involuntary since most 
men enlist for a longer period 
of active duty to avoid a draft 
which would almost certainly 
place them in the Indochina War. 

When we became I-A, we be
came slaves to this law: FIGHT 
THE WAR OR GO TO PRISON. The 
Johnson and Nixon governments 
have had to force American youth 
to fight an unpopular, expen
sive, and immoral war in Asia. 
Now as servicemen we are more a 
contributing part to their poli
cies and even more enslaved to 
the President by becoming a part 
of his "Chain of Command . 

Ye s I Even though you may be 
the bottom of the Chain, you too 
are a part of the CHAIN OF COM
MAND". You too are helping all 
of us gung-ho, red blooded, 
crew-cutted AMERICANS protect 
the South Vietnamese from their 
North (and South) Vietnamese 
brothers. But to enjoy this 

privileged position in the 
Chain, you must make one sacri-

œ§ 
(continued (rom pasje 3) 

what you will do when that 
order comes. You have a legal 
obligation to disobey an il
legal order; you have a personal 
obligation to disobey an immoral 
one. IT IS UP TO YOU. 
We will continue to demon

strate, despite this latest ex
ample of Amerikan justice. We 
will march, we will disrupt, we 
will strike. We will be in the 
streets and on the campuses un
til ALL our troops are brought 
home alive from Indochina. We 
will be in the streets and on 
the campuses until we get the 
kind of world we want, where all 
people will live in freedom, 
peace, equality and brotherhood. 
We will not be coerced into ab
andoning our ideals. The Kent 
State Massacre was only one in
cident in a long history of 

fice:You must give up your 
mind. The lifers do not care to 
hear anything contrary to what 
they are told to believe, nor 
are they about to allow any ex
pression of views critical of 
the military system. 

Our "superiors" - the 
lifers - are politically naive 
and unquestioning. This is 
really the source of all our 
problems: an unthinking mili
tary expects all of its members 
to be unthinking, to never ques
tion its policies, directives, 
or missions. The man who thinks 
for himself and keeps his own 
counsel is confronted with a 
monster, intent on destroying 
his individuality and his criti
cism. A citizen s army is what 
we're supposed to be, and as 
citizens we have the right to 
question our government s pol
icies, especially when they ef
fect our own lives. 

But the military does not 
allow freedom of speech or 
press. Servicemen-who express 
their own political views and 
life styles on their own time 
are court-martialed. Our only 
freedoms derive from appeals 
from court-martials, from civil
ian courts, and from our own 
continuous efforts within the 
military to make it a more rea
sonable system. 

overkill policies with regard 
to those who do not "toe the 
line". Hundreds of our Black 
sisters and brothers have been 
murdered. Millions of Asians 
have fallen victim to our ex
pansionist policies. Nixon 
thinks that by killing white 
people for a change he is going 
to scare us out of the streets. 
He is not. We will be there un
til he listens to the demands of 

the people he professes to 
serve. 
All we ask of you, as sisters 

and brothers, is not to kill us. 
If you find the harrassment too 
strong to put your gun down and 
join us, you can refuse to 
shoot. If, for some reason, you 
must shoot, you can at least 
miss. 

So the decision is yours. 
When you are sent to suppress 
is you will have to decide 
what to do. We do not place 
the entire blame for the Kent 
State Massacre on those who 
pulled the triggers. We blame 

Of course "justice" in the 
military means military jus
tice", for a citizen becomes 
something less than a citizen 
when he enters the service. 
(See "Military Justice" in Feb
ruary's Playboy) Where are the 
letters '•UCMJ"printed in the 
Constitution? Where in the Con
stitution is there established 
a military "judicial" system 
that mocks the Bill of Rights? 
The UCMJ ia a system of punish
ment and tyranny rather than a 
system of justice. When you 
were a civilian, which would you 
have rather had, a democratic 
trial or a military trial? Why 
must you suffer a military 
trial now? Off the UCMJl 

The military views its prime 
function as killing instead of 
defending, war instead of peace. 
Peace would limit the growth of 
the military, but war expands 
the military s power over the 
state. The military is there
fore a war lobby, and we are its 
unwilling members. We stopped 
being citizens when we became 
I-A and will not regain that 
citizenship until we are re
leased from active duty. This 
can not be toleratd. Manfully 
stand up for what is rightfully 
yours - your own mind. Support 
those who are defending their 
rights, for they are defending 
yours as well. If one man loses 
one democratic right to the mil
itary, we all lose that right; 
if one man gains one right, we 
all gain that right. Let us all 
stand together as free men in 
support of one another's liber
ty, for only when all servicemen 
are freed is any one serviceman 
freed. 

those who pulled the strings, 

who manipulated the 

troops. We welcome any 

soldier who will 

lay his rifle down 

and join us. 

We are struggling for what we 
think America should be. We 
are fighting now so that we can 
spend the rest of our lives in 
peace. We are fighting for you 
as well as for ourselves. When 
you kill one of us, you are de
stroying what may turn out to be 
your last chance for a life free 
of oppression and suppression. 
If you agree that this type of 
life would be a good thing, 
JOIN us. If you are not sure 
of yourself, at least give us a 
chance to tell Amerika what we 
think is wrong with it. Don't 
kill us because some pig, any 
pig, tells you to. Think about 
who your real enemy is before 
you pull that trigger. 
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WOMEN: JOIN THE GI MOVEMENT 

Women have a special feeling 
for the War, and women's groups 
have always been in the fore
front of the anti-war movement. 
Maybe its because we have a com
passion for our sisters in Viet
nam who have to face violence 
and death everyday, whose fa
thers and husbands are taken 
away from them, and who receive 
insufficient salaries to live 
on. We can identify with these 
things because we face them our
selves. 

The anti-war movement is at 
the stage now where it realizes 
that it is the people who must 
stop the war; the government is 
not going to do it for us. The 
GI movement is right up front in 
this movement simply because it 
is the GT's who do the actual 
fighting in SE Asia and who have 
the power to stop the fighting, 
if they can get together despite 
constant military harassment, 
and if they can get the civilian 
support that they need. May 16, 
Armed Forces Day, is a day of 
coordinated actions by GI s on 
bases all over the country, pro
testing the war and military in
justice. On this day, the ci
vilian movement has a chance to 
show its solidarity with our 
brothers in the military who are 
putting themselves on the line 
and facing heavy repression. 

Women have special reasons 
for wanting to Free the Army. 
Officials in the army have long 
considered women as objects, and 
their attitude has gone a long 
way in brainwashing GI's. Ser
vicemen's wives have no rights 
and are considered Government 
property. The husbands are held 
responsible for all their wives' 
actions including overdue books, 
parking tickets on post, and of 
course, any political activi
ties. Women who try to get off 
post employment to compensate 
for their husband's inadequate 
salaries find only menial jobs 
in an Army town, and they have 
trouble finding that because the 
boss knows the Army may transfer 
their husbands at any time. 
WAC's and WAVE's who enlist for 
the "opportunity" soon find 
themselves in the same secretar
ial positions they find in the 
outside world. And because they 
are surrounded by military men, 
long schooled in the false roles 
the Army perpetuates, they find 
themselves in a degrading atmo
sphere. Women.-in town, in port, 

W O M E N ' S ARMY CORPS 

One area of the military 
machine that is seldom exposed 
is the Women's Army Corps. Be
cause the "WAC's", as they are 
called, are a minority of the 
Army, they are often forgotten, 
and thus left out of the pic
ture. Yet the Women's Army 
Corps is perhaps the best exam
ple of Army harassment and 
brainwashing. The WAC's suffer 
much more psychologically than 
their male counterparts. 

During a recent interview 
involving a WAC stationed at 
Fort Lee, Virginia, this writer 
was amazed at hearing her story 
of why she joined but was not 
surprised at all by her opinion 
of the Women's Army Corps. (Be
cause of personal reasons and 
for her protection, the "why" 
portion of the interview will 
not be related.) 

The WAC interviewed stated 
that she hated the Women's Army 
Corps. Among reasons for her 
dislike of the WAC is the fact 
that at Fort Lee she had to be 
in before 9:30 p.m. on weekdays 
(excluding Mondays, which is 
6:30 p.m., because that is when 
they life it up), and at 12 mid
night on weekends. 

In addition she said that be
fore a WAC can marry, she has to 
receive permission from her com
manding officer. If a WAC is 
divorced prior to her entry into 
the service and has custody of 
a child after divorce, she must 
relinquish custody of the child 
to her parents, relatives, or 
friends prior to entry. In ad
dition, the child cannot be 
claimed as a dependent. 

This WAC also stated that 
members of the Women's Army 
Corps are prohibited from wear
ing slacks to Army sponsered 
social and recreational func
tions and activities (except in 
a few occasions), that the 
dresses of WAC's cannot be more 
than three inches above the 
knees, and that there are very 
little social outlets for WAC s. 

These are but a few reasons 
why this WAC does not like the 
Army. She does not stand alone. 
and base, all face this same in-
sensitivity about women's feel
ings. All the atmosphere of the 
Army makes it clear that the wo
men are just to be used as sex
ual objects to improve the mor
ale of the fighting men! GI's 
themselves detest the false 
roles the military forces both 
men and women into, and are be
ginning to recognize the common 
enemy faced by women, GI's, 
blacks, and other oppressed 
people in the country. In many 
places a real dialogue is begin-, 
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It can be seen from a few of 
the standards of Women's Army 
Corps that the WAC is given 
little chance for independence 
and individuality. By placing 
a curfew on her, especially at 
the ridiculous time of 9:30 on 
weekdays at Fort Lee, the Army 
denies her the right to be self-
reliant. (Even though the ad
joining cities to Fort Lee, Pet
ersburg, and Hopewell close up 
the streets about 9 p.m., there 
are other places such as the EM 
club, etc.) By telling her what 
fashions she must wear, the Army 
refuses the WAC freedom of 
choice. By requiring the WAC to 
have permission from her CO 
prior to marriage, the Army pre
vents her from acting on her own 
accord. And though the WAC may 
be supporting a child, she can
not claim that child as a depen
dent. There are many more stan
dards set forth by the military 
machine requiring the WAC's to 
relinquish much of their indi
viduality and identity, in 
addition to the standards gov
erning male members of the green 
machine. 

Young women across the 
country are drawn into the mili
tary because they think the 
Army is a solution to their 
problems. After they enter, 
these women incur countless 
problems in addition to their 
original ones. These additional 
problems place mental stress 
and depression upon them. These 
women that see the words "Fun, 
Travel and Adventure" before 
entering find these words 
disguised as "Unwant, Degra
dation, and Misfortune", 

This is not only because 
Lhey find that they have been 
deceived, but because men tend 
to degrade them because these 
women are thought of as mis
fits from civilian life. (After 
all, a woman has no military 
obligation to this country so 
far). 

It must be realized that 
these women are a victim of 
the military, just as the GI. 
The WACs can be an integral 
part of the GI movement, be
cause there is a need for reform 
in all branches of military 
service, and the Women's Army 
Corps is no exception. 

ning between the GI Movement and 
the Women's Liberation Movement. 

On May 16, women will be out 
protesting the War and the mili
tary. This date can be the 
start of a strong movement and 
cooperation between women (and 
all civilians) and GI's - a 
force which would be impossible 
for the government to ignore. 
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Students: If you feel secure 
with your high lottery number 
or college deferement, read 
this. 

We of the 18 to 26-year-old, 
1-A class of the Amerikan peo
ple have been watching with 
growing interest Richard Nixon's 
persuit of a program for the 
creation of a "volunteer army",, 

Most of us underestimated the 
president in accusing him of be
ing insane or, at best, stupid; 
it appears that Nixon is far 
more clever than any of us 
thought possible. Appearently 
it is we who are stupid, as the 
rest oT^Amerika has been able to 
follow Nixon's crafty, intricate 
plan.(At least no one else has 
questioned his moves) 

Nixon began his program to
ward the "volunteer army" during 
his campaign for the presidency. 
He endorsed the concept of a 
voluntary military force and 
promised to do away with the 
draft "as soon as practicable". 
Once he was safely installed in 
office, he began dazzling on
lookers with his broken field 
running. 

Step one in his master plan 
to do away with the draft was to 
change the wording of the Selec
tive Service act so those in the 
19-year-old bracket would be the 
first "to go". Looking back on 
this historic occasion, this 
change in the law constituted a 
gigantic leap toward the end to 
the draft. Now, at least on 
paper, the only people subject 
to the draft were 19-year-olds, 
because (as Richard assured us) 
we would certainly have more 
than enough men in this bracket 
to fill our meager draft calls. 
So, there was no longer any rea
son for anyone over 19 to worry 
about the draft. UNLESS, of 
course, he was classified a de
linquent, or dropped out of 
school, or offended his local 
draft board in some way. 

Henceforth, only 19-year-olds 
would be drafted. Those over 19 
breathed easier and defended the 
new law, rationalizing that most 

19-year-olds were better able to 
withstand the disruption of 
their lives at such an early 
age. We all realized, of course 
that 19-year-olds would be much 
more susceptible to all the 
bullshit that would be thrown at 
them in the military, that they 
would be ever so much easier to 
mold into professional killers 
than someone who had been around 
long enough to know exactly what 

Amerika was doing in Indochina. 
But this thought rested heavily 
upon our consciences, so we dis
regarded it. 

Next, he announced he was end
ing all work deferments, student 
deferments, even "father" defer
ments, whatever they are. Of 
course, he needs Congressional 
complicity to end some of these 
deferments, but that should not 
present a great problem to 
Congress'es GOP-Southern Demo
crat coalition. 
Almost EVERYBODY can see what 

a tremendous step this was to
ward doing away with the draft. 
(Nobody said otherwise publicly, 
did they?). To some of us, 
though, it may not be so obvious 
how this is going to help end 
the draft, but after all he IS 
the President, and surely nixon 
knows what he is doing. We all 
know that if richard nixon prom
ised to end the draft, richard 
nixon will end the draft.' If 
you can't trust richard nixon, 
who can you trust? 
Now let's have a closer 

look at what this latest move 
wifl do to the selective ser
vice. With an elimination of 
all deferments, everything seems 
tç give the appearance (on 
paper, again) of complete fair
ness. It LOOKS like everyone 
will be treated equally under 
the draft laws, with no pre
judices against the Blacks or 
the white working class. We all 
believe this will come to pass, 
especially those of us already 
in the military, who have hassl-
I ed with draft boards in the past 
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and have experienced the beauty 
of its honesty and fairness. 
Draft boards are as fair and 
honest as the UCMJ, Julius Hoff
man, and Nguyen Van Thieu com
bined! 

Elimination of the defer
ment for university students is 
dangerous. It may well be nix
on' s answer to dissent on camp-
use 

Elimination of the defer
ment for university students is 
dangerous. It may well be nix
on' s answer to dissent on campus 
(you remember those "bums" who 
are "blowing up our campuses" 
and "burning books"). Even 
though we all KNOW there is no 
such thing as punitive conscrip
tion (ho-ho-ho), the possibility 
of being drafted with the morn
ing's mail may do a bit to sti
fle dissent. (If you get 
kicked out of school for dis
ruptive activities, you are 
probably going to be drafted. 
Although Nixon has extended 
the present student deferment 
for those already attending 
college, you lose that exemp
tion once you are out, for ANY 
reason.) 
Under the old system, a col

lege student would not be 
drafted (theoretically) until 
he graduated from college. At 
that time, though, he would 
probably know where his head 
was at, and would have a bit of 
a problem knuckling under to 
the military way of life. He 
would have been around long 
enough to know how to resist 
the bullshit people are exposed 
to in the military. Lifers are 
always singling out college 
graduates when they talk about 
growing dissent within the mili
tary. It's a well-known fact 
in military circles that college 
students are brainwashed by 
pinko professors and manipulated 
by Hanoi and Peking (shudder), 
and then, when they go into 

(continued on page 8) 
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the military it is only to use 
it to overthrow the government 
and to rape our mothers and 
sisters. That's why lifer 
pigs pushed so hard for an end 
to college deferments and for 
the "take the young ones first" 
policy. 

The crucial point about 
nixon's volunteer army is that 
it is impossible. It cannot be 
done in a capitalist society 
(please note the typical commie 
slang). Look at what is happen
ing to the economy. Unemploy
ment is at its highest rate in 
years. (And don't forget that 
the unemployed people of this 
country are usually the Blacks 
and poor whites who cannot find 
suitable work in technological 
Amerika because they were denied 
training for it). At the same 
time he is playing with the 
economy (trying to "slow things 
down"), nixon is pressing for 
increased wages and "bennies" 
for the military. It is ap
parently his theory that we will 
reach a point where it will be 
more beneficial for a man to 
join the army than to keep his 
freedom and look for acceptable 
employment that won't be there, 
or submit to the degradation of 
a welfare system that doesn't 
work. This is the "volunteer" 
army nixon is working for. The 
volunteers are going to be the 
people who have no choice but 
to accept whatever they can 
get. It will be a volunteer 
army only in the military def
inition of "volunteer". 

Don't listen to the volun
teer army bullshit. It is a 
trick to keep you in line. 
Get into the streets with your 
brothers and sisters and DEMAND 
an end to the Indochina War. 
As long as the war goes on, and 
people die, more people are 
going to be needed as replace
ments. 

If you don't stop this war, 
you may well end up working on 
a GI newspaper, not reading 
one. 

DIRECTIONS TO RALLY 

Mfr 

M-16 DAY: 
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YIPPIE.' Come out and join Abbie Hoffman, infamous Yippie(.') 
agent and Chicago Conspirator, as he and a joint military/ 
civilian Yippie task force stage a celebration of life near 
Fort Meade. Armed Forces Day festivities at the current home 
of the My Lai Massacre suspects will include speakers from the 
Black Panthers, anti-war GI groups and civilian peace organi
zations. After a rally, the task force will celebrate life 
near the gates of the Fort, and DEMAND an end to the war, 
freedom for all political prisoners, First Amendment rights 
for GIs and an end to suppression and oppression at home. 
JOIN US.' 

Open Sights 
c/o SMC 
1029 Vermont Ave. Rm: 1004 
Washington, D.C. 20005 


