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VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR,DEMONSTRATED IN NEWy YORK ON VETERANS DAY* 
OCTOBER 23,DEMANDING AN END TO THE WAR,INCREASED BENEFITS,AND MORE JOBS. 

UNITED FRONT DEMONSTRATION IN NEW YORK NOVEMBER 4TH,LED BY THIRD WORLD & 
WORKERS ORGANISATIONS,TO PROTEST AGAINST RACISM,THE WAR,AND THE NIXON 
ADMINISTRATIONS ATTACKS ON WORKING PEOPLE. 
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OFF OUR BACKS 

JOE ROSS 
Police Informer 

Height - 5'7" 
Weight - 130 lbs. 
Hair - light brown 
Drives - '72 Red Opel GT 

Worked in: 
V.V.A.W. 
Welfare 
Rights 
Tax Resisters 

Joe lived in South West Baltimore all his 
life except for the time he spent in the Army. 
He spent two years in the Army and the best 
that we can determine one year in Vietnam. When 
he was first drafted he begged people to get 
him out. So friends got some lawyers and spent 
a great deal of time trying to get him out and, 
after all the work was done, he decided to go 
in. When he got out. he and his wife got a 
divorce and she was awarded a $40 a week alimony 
check. He told someone that Jeff, a "Red Squad" 
pig had offered him $40 a week to inform. We 
were also informed that he talked a lot about 
karate and violence—people were suspicious of 
him. He also uses people's names to meet other 
people, people he barely knows. After the 
police had found out that we were suspicious of 
him, he came to a meeting pretending we didn't 
know about him and said that he was a policeman 
and that he had been training with the Red Squad 
for three months to infiltrate V.V.A.W. He said 
that he was on our side and that if we would 
let him stay in the group, he would find out who 
the "other" agent was. Because of the slime 
he is, he was shown to the door. 

DON't talk to pigs! DON't try to get info
rmation from them. They may be stuped, but the 
computers we buy them with our hard earned tax 
money are pretty smart and tell them what they 
want to know. DON'T COMPROMISE YOURSELF. If 
you make deals, no matter how sincere you are, 
they will black mail you later with it. In 
short, if you suspect some one of being an in
former, avoid them like the plague. Protect 
yourself and your friends from their lies . 

OBJECTIVES 

- GEORGE COWARD 
Suspected Informer 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 

5'9" 
170 lbs 
Blonde 

Works with: 
People's Party 
food Conspiracy 
GI Collective 

1. An immediate end of fighting and the withdrawal of all U.S. troops from 
Vietnam and S.E. Asia. 

2. To Demand Congress enact legislation to terminate all funds being used 
by the U.S. government, its allies and the CIA to support their illegal oper
ations throughout the world. . ,:.., . „,. •>•••.•.,„,-
3. To demonstrate that our military tactics dehumanize soldiers and civilians 
and to make clear the U.S. is conducting an illegal unjust and immoral war. 

4. To demonstrate that our society has been built upon racism. This racism 
pushs our miniorities through inferior schools and into combat arms. 
5. To make clear the U.SJ. refuses to investigate total American war crimes 
in Indochina. We demand that the U.S. follow the principles of Nuremburg. 

6. We demand that all service personel be guaranteed their rights under the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. We endorse the efforts of our active duty 
brothers and sisters to democratize the military. 
7. We support all personel refusing to serve in wars of agression. We demand 
amnesty for those in prison or exile because of the war. We support every
one refusing the draft. 
8. We demand proper care and services to all Vets, jobs, education and train
ing. 
9. To affirm our membership is concerned with ending the war and changing the 
domestic, political, and economic institutions which create and continue wars. 

We have known George for about three 
years. We have been suspicious of him for 
that time. He is a security Guard at a NIKI 
Base which is a top security job. This is a 
civilian job and George could be fired for 
the least little infraction of the rules. 

I've known many instances of people who 
have been fired from shit factory jobs for 
less political involvement. At that time 
George had all sorts of weapons big and lit
tle, old and new, and talked alot about guer
illa warfare and said he could get stuff from 
the Reserve units he was in. Being in the 
reserves is also a privilege and George should 
have been kicked out a long time ago for his 
political activities. Again, we have known 
people who have been kicked out of the regu
lar army for less. During that period another 
person who was in GI's United was approached 
by the CID (Central Intelligence Division) 
and told him that George was worried about 
loosing his job. He may not have been an 
informer at the time but George would have 
lost his job a long time ago if he hadn't 
played ball with the CID. Recently the press 
has revealed that this Army Intelligence 
Unit had over 10,000,000 files in just one 
of their stacks of civilians from everything 
from a high school student who put out a 
student union paper to state senators. They 
wouldn't miss George. 

Coward now reëmerges about two years later, 
still has both jobs but has a different poli
tical line now. He's a pacificist, but still 
raises his kid like a lifers kid. He claims 
to be working with the GI collective, although 
no one has ever seen anyone but him. 

George Coward has recently made a number 
of overtures toward the V.V.A.W. He, like 
Joe Ross's bosses, would like to get some
thing on the V.V.A.W., like they are trying 
to do in Fla. We, by no means, think that 
these are the only people they have but we 
just have to do the best we can in passing 
on the information when we see that there 
is sufficient circumstantial evidence to 
support our suspicions. George has been 
called a nice guy by the same people who 
call him an imformer. This is liberialism. 
Nice guys have sent many of our brothers and 
sisters to jail on trumpted up charges for 
money or to keep important high paying jobs 
like as a security guard at a NIKI base. 

Baltimore W A W 
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Uncle Sam 
takes aim 
at WAW 

Uncle Sam wants the Vietnam Veterans Against the War— 
behind bars. 

And he's using FBI informers, the Justice Department and a 
federal grand jury to get them. 

The Nixon administration has embarked on a crusade to destroy 
or neutralize the 25,000-member organization of antiwar, anti-
imperialist and anti-racist veterans. 

On July 13, the government secured indictments against six 
W A W members by a Tallahassee, Fla., federal grand jury on 
charges of "conspiring to travel in interstate commerce" and "to 
organize, promote, encourage and participate in a riot" at the 
Republican convention in Miami Beach. The government also 
jailed four other W A W members on contempt charges growing 
out of the grand jury hearings. 

The conspiracy charges against the veterans are similar to the 
Chicago conspiracy case. The difference is that the 1968 Chicago 
indictments came down after the Democratic convention; the 
Florida indictments came down In-fore the Republican convention. 

The six veterans- Scott (iimil, Alton C. Foss, John W. Kniffen, 
I'rii-r I Mill v. Willi.mi J. Patterson und Donald I". Purdue, three 
ol whom arc W A W coonliiuilois mc lice on $25,000 cash hail 
••eh, 

They urcspccificully charged with: "teaching und demonstrating 
the use, application and making of incendiary devices. . . and the 
use of a technique capable of causing injury and death to persons;" 
ul.sothat "it was part of said conspiracy that the defendants and the 
individual conspirators and othel inuncioiis 'flit (••mt' ItttOlt with 
automatic weapons, fire and incendiary devices, police stations, 
police cars and stores in Miami; . . . that the defendants and in
dividual co-conspirators would fire lead weights, fried marbles, ball 
bearings, cherry bombs and smoke bombs at police in Miami 
Beach;" and that "by means of wrist rocket -sling-shots and 
crossbows . . . the defendants and co-conspirators would disrupt 
communication systems" at the Republican Convention. 

On July 3, the grand jury issued subpenas for 23 W A W members 
to appear in Tallahassee on July 10, date of the opening j ^ tg^e 
Democratic convention in Miami Beach. On July 7, in a two-hour 
co-ordinated sweep, the subpenas were served in various cities. The 
23 veterans filed a suit against the grand jury, claiming it had 
deliberately set the July 10 date to prevent the veterans from 
carrying out planned antiwar demonstrations at the Democratic 
convention. The government said the date set by the grand jury was 
a coincidence. 

WAW in Washington,demonstrating the inhumanity of the war. 
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Refuse to testify 

All 23 veterans refused to testify before the grand jury, claiming 
their rights were being violated under the 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th and 
9th amendments. They gave only their names, refusing to give 
addresses on the grounds this would open the door to interstate 
travel charges. Forced to appear on the days when the Democratic 
convention was in session, the veterans came to the conclusion that 
the government had more in mind than just stopping the veterans 
from demonstrating. Since all 23 had been active in arrangements 

for the convention demonstrations, the government, they believe, 
hoped its agents could provoke the veterans into taking violent 
actions in protest. Such actions would have played into Nixon's 
hands. 

At the last minute the grand jury offered "use immunity" to four 
veterans picked apparently at random. "Use immunity" prevents 
the prosecution from using any admission of those who testify while 
under immunity, but leaves them subject to prosecution if similar 
testimony comes from another source. The four refused "use im
munity" and U.S. court judge David Middlebrooks sentenced them 
on July 15 to an indefinite jail term for contempt of court for 
refusing to answer grand jury questions. The U.S. 5th circuit court 
summarily overruled the contempt conviction, ordering the four 
released from jail since Middlebrooks had neglected to read the 
grand-jury questions into the record during the court session. On 
July 25, Middlebrooks corrected his error, resentencing the four to 
jail until the end of the jury term in 18 months unless they agree to 
answer. Bail has been denied. 
- On Sept, 5, supreme court justice William O. Douglas, overruling 
:he opinion of justice Lewis Powell, ordered the release on bail of 
the four veterans. 

Fishing expedition 
The veterans charge that the grand jury hearings were a fishing 

expedition to try to secure information to corroborate the 
testimony of informers who had appeared before the grand jury. 
The veterans were aware the grand jury was building a case against 
W A W on the perjured testimony of William L. Lemmer, an ad
mitted FBI informer who had served as a coordinator of the 
W A W Kansas-Arkansas-Oklahoma region. 

At a May meeting in Gainesville, discussing plans for the 
Democratic convention demonstrations, Lemmer told several 
W A W members that he had served as an FBI agent and that, 
wanting to atone for his sins, he wished to become a double agent 
and serve W A W . He even offered to subject himself to questions 
and to have this taped. W A W leaders discussed the matter and 
decided not to trust Lemmer but to take him up on the taping. 
Martin Jordan and Donald D. Donner, veterans who had worked 
with Lemmer, were selected to interview Lemmer and tape the 
session. During two tense days, they recorded some 14 hours of 
questions and answers. 

Jordan and Donner, in affidavits filed in federal court in 
Tallahassee, recite instances of Lcniiner's admission of inciting 
y<>niif> people I" commit violent acts, l.eiiiiiiei ;ilso tells of in
credible plots ;inil COUnter plots thBl lie was involved in as an FBI 
agent, 

Lemmer's estranged wife, Mary, has turned over to W A W three 
letters in which Lemmer blames the group for taking her away from 
him and vows vengeance on the members of W A W . 

lemmer lias since dropped out ol siejil. 
On A ii}- .'I, (he si» veterans who are Iter ou hail .nul lORlB 200 

other veterans and friends traveled from Miami Beach, where they 
had been demonstrating for four days at the Republican con
vention, to Gainesville, where the six defendants were due to be 
arraigned in federal court. They marched to the courthouse in a 
silent procession led by Ron Kovic, a paraplegic W A W member 
who had been forcibly thrown out of the convention when he 
shouted "Stop the war, Stop the bombing!" during Nixon's ac
ceptance speech. 

"Guilty to war crimes" 
The defendants and some supporters had agreed not to stand 

when the judge came in. When the judge called upon them to enter 
a plea, each answered: "I plead guilty to war crimes against the 
Indochinese people on behalf of the U.S. government. I plead 
innocent to the charges of conspiracy." 

Trial date is set for Oct. 18. Defense counsel includes Nancy 
Stearns and Doris Peterson of the Law Center for Constitutional 
Rights and Cam Cunningham of Texas. William Künstler is counsel 
for Alton Foss on a related charge and Arthur Kinoy will be special 
courtroom counsel. The Gainesville Law Collective is cooperating. 

In an interview with defendant Peter Mahoney, the Guardian 
asked why he believed the government had chosen this time to level 
an attack on W A W . 
• "Their immédiate aim was to prevent us from carrying out our 
demonstrations at the conventions," Mahoney answered. He said 
that W A W maintains a credibility with the American people: even 
Nixon supporters will listen to Vietnam veterans. "They know they 
cannot silence us so they are attempting to smear us in the hope of 
isolating us." 

Mahoney said that the government was attempting to force the 
W A W to use its time and resources for defense of its members in 
the hope of keeping the W A W from demonstrating against the 
war. He stated that any drive against VVAW would result in more 
militant demonstrations against the war, as witness the Miami 
Beach demonstration and the three motorcades across the country. 
"If the government hoped to divide the veterans by this attack they 
guessed wrong. We are more united than ever," Mahoney said. He 
added there was great support for the vets: "We had to raise 
$125,000 cash for bail (one of the six put up his own bond) and it 
came in just a few days. All the six were bailed out in less than two 
weeks." 

When the Guardian asked what message W A W wanted to bring 
to the people Mahoney said: "First and foremost we call upon the 
people in general and veterans in particular to demonstrate against 
the war, racism and the other ills of our society, in the most militant 
and creative manner. As for the defense itself, we will need 
$250,000 despite the fact that our lawyers are charging only for 
their expenses." 

Mahoney concluded by saying: "Nixon is forcing us into the 
courts. He is putting us on trial oëcause we oppose war, racism, 
repression and the other ills in our society. We will turn the tables 
around when we go into court. We will put the war on trial. We will 
put racism on trial. We will put Nixon on trial. The war, racism, and 
Nixon are the real criminals." 
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RESERVISTS WILL FIGHT NEXT WAR 

BY JEFF HAYES 

Apparently the Army is 
making some interesting plans 
for Reserve and National Guard 
units the next time they have 
a war. The structure of front 
units. in the United States 
has been changed so 50% of 
those troops that will be sent 
first in case of war will be 
Reservists and Guardsmen. Two 
front line divisions in the 
Army will be the' 101st Air
borne, based at Ft. Campbell 
Kentucky, and the 82nd Air
borne, stationed at Ft. Bragg, 
North Carolina. While most 
of the 82nd -sat at Homestead 
AFB in Florida-riot alert 
for the political conventions 
in Miami,elements of the 101st 
were being sent all over the 
country to train National 
Guard and Reserve units into be 
combat-ready. For example, 
the 3rd BN of the 187th and 
\h companies of the 2nd BN of 
the 503rd, both components of 
the 101st, are in Georgia these 
days, training the National 
Guard having been on alert for 
Miami. The 561st BN of the 
501st, also of the 101st, is 
training Reservists in Florida. 
Lastly, but more comically, 
the 1st BN of the 101st is TDY 
for three months in N.Y., 
training West Point cadets to 
be combat-readyI 

In addition to laying 
secret plans to activate half the 
the Reserve and National Guard 
units in the country, the Re
serve brass has been busy with 
other schemes. It came to 
light that one of the men who 
were caught breaking in and 
trying to put listening devices 
in the Democratic National 
Party Headquarters is an Air 
Force Reserve Lieutenant col
onel named James W. McCord. 
Until four months ago, McCord 
worked with an interesting 
Reserve unit called the Special 
Analysis Division, which,works 
under the auspices of the gov
ernment's Office of Emergency 
Preparedness (OEP). What kind 
of emergencies are they pre
paring for in the Reserve unit? 
Left wing activity it seems. 
Among the other duties of this 
unit, according to McCord, are: 
(1) Compiling and updating on 
a monthly basis a list of dan
gerous radicals in the US; (2) 

Working up plans for contingency 
censorship of tele-communications, 
international postal and vol
untary press censorship; (3) 
Working up plans for something 
called "Traveller Surveillance" 
—making sure that certain 
people don't get out of their 
sight (or out of the country) . 

and updated. 
So it seems probable that 

the next time the United States 
decides to create a new colony 
or try to break a "revolution," 
half the Reservists and Guards
men in the country will be 
activated and shipped out. 

The OEP, when contacted about 
the Special Analysis Division, 
confirmed that the unit of 15 
Reservists meets once a month 
to work on "war" plans as part 
of the Wartime Information 
Security Program (established 
by a Presidential order of 
John F. Kennedy's in 1962), but 
that they don't keep a list of 
radicals. McCord, who gave 
out the information about the 
unit after being arrested, in
sists that such a list is kept 

The other half may well be 
rounding up radicals and 
censoring the mail, television 
and newspapers. It should be 
noted that before he joined the 
Special Analysis Division (and 
started breaking and entering 
political offices), James W. 
McCord worked for two organiza
tions that gave him ample exper
ience for his Reserve duty: 
the FBI and the Central Intelli
gence Agency. . 
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GARY LAWTON 
BY J E F F HAYES VET FRAMED 
On April 2, 1971, two police

men were killed in Riverside, Cali
fornia, less than a month after 
Riverside police had been observed 
by community residents to have 
shot William Palmer, a black man, 
in the back. What followed after 
the policemen were shot was a 
"reign of terror," according to 
black community residents0 People 
were indiscriminately stopped, 
searched, and questioned. The 
initial report described the 
suspects as three white and one 
black. Later this was changed to 
four blacks between 16 and 18 with 
thin to medium builds „ 

As the search dragged on 
without success, police narrowed 
their investigation to one person-
Gary Lawton, a black Marine Corps 
veteran and self-employed mainte
nance man. Lawton had been an 
active leader in grass roots 
Black community organizations 
and was also actively involved 
in a committee to seek justice 
in the death of William Palmer. 
Lawton had raised issues such 
as racism in hiring, police 
harassment of the black commun
ity, and the sub-standard housing 
for low-income families which 
had disturbed the city power 
structure. The authorities de
cided to use the shooting of the 
police officers as an opportunity 
for them to eliminate one "Black 
Militant." Lawton was called 
down to the station on several 
occasions for questioning. Each 
time he went without resistance 
and volunteered for the lie 
detector tests which he passed. 
Lawton told police he had been 
working on his truck in his 
front yard at the time of the 
shooting. Lawton also in no 
way matched the description of 
the suspects—he is tall, heavy 
set, and balding. 

On May 19, 1971, police 
in force broke into Lawton's 
home and arrested him. Within 
ninety minutes of the arrest, 
he was arraigned without bail 
on two counts of murder„ Com
plete silence was imposed 
around his arrest. His wife, 
Çhukla Lawton, found out about 
it from a neighbor. No one was 
allowed to see him. Neverthe
less, the day following his 
arrest, several- hundred people 
demonstrated in front of the 
jail to demand that Gary Lawton 
be released. 

Shortly afterwards, two 
more blacks, Nehemiah Jackson, 
a Univ. of Cal. Riverside stu
dent and Larrie Gardner, an 
unemployed janitor, were also 
charged with being involved in 
the police shooting. Jackson 
and Gardner said that they did 
not know each other or Lawton. 
The grand jury indictment is 

solely based on the testimony 
of two blacks both suspected by 
the community of being police 
informers and a 14-year-old white 
girl who can allegedly link 
Lawton to the shootings. How
ever, the police failed to men
tion the fact that none of the 
guns confiscated from Lawton 
matched the murder weapon in a 
ballistics test. 

For nearly a year Lawton 
was denied bail. On March 10, 
1972, bail was finally set at 
$150,000.00. Shortly afterwards, 
even that bail was revoked. In 
the meantime, Mrs. Lawton and 
supporters had organized a Gary 

Lawton Defense Committee.The 
committee has been.receiving 
growing support despite con
tinual harassment from the 
police and other authorities. 
The defense argued at length 
for a change of venue from 
Riverside to either L.A.or 
the Bay Area. Finally, the 
court agreed to the change, 
but transferred the trial to 
Indio which has a population 
of 16,000 and is less than 
1% black and lies in the mid
dle of the desert. Lawtons.' 
attorneys have had difficul
ty in continuing on the case 
due to the remoteness of the 
trial location. It has become 
obvious that Gary Lawton has 
no chance of a fair trial in 
Indio and is being railroaded. 
It is a classical case of 
conspiracy by the state to 
eliminate all black organiz
ers. The trial started on 
Sept.11th. 

WAW, Support Our Sold
iers, and GI groups in South-
California who have been 
working actively on the de
fense campaign for Gary Law-
ton. They have been publici
zing the case and are circu
lating a petition concerning 
the case. For more informa
tion about the case or to 
donate funds which are ur
gently needed WRITE:Gary Law-
ton Defense Committee,c/o 
WAW, PO BOX 5154, San Bern-
adino, Calif. 92408. They 
also have copies of the pet
ition available for people 
to sign. 
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JIMI HENDRIK 
The death of Jimi Hendrix affected every

one very deeply. But it was an even deeper 
sense of loss for those of us who are vet
erans, for Jimi Hendrix, master of the 
guitar, was an ex-paratrooper who served 
with the 101st Airborne Division. His 
music was a reflection of his life — a 
man's world. A reflection of the feel
ing of alienation experienced by the 
youth culture of the nation, and a re
flection of his life in the army. 

Only Jimi Hendrix could have 
written Machine Gun and played it 
with the feeling that he did. 
Jimi knew what a machine 
gun was and the sounds and 
feelings that went with 
it. He played with the 
gut feeling that only 
death could produce. He 
played the guitar like 
a true artist, bringing 
the horror, the despair, 
the confustion of combat 
into every stereo that 
played him. 

Jimi's Star Spangled Banner blew the minds of straight 
America, but to those veterans, the message was perfectly 
clear — America stands for violence, for death, and for war. 
Jimi Hendrix was trying to tell his people the same things 
that the peace movement has been trying to communicate for 
years. But Jimi surpassed them all, for he was able to convey 
the real emotions of the war. Not the glory, not the gallantry,>éx/ beJfe}" cjiïfe/t'right" 
not the patriotism, but the fear, agony and alienation that 
results from the war experience. 

Jimi is also typical of the degradation that came from 
serving in a racist military. He turned to junk in order to 
escape from a reality so oppressive it finally killed him. 
Jimi was a token all his life. He had been used, first by the 
military, then by his managers who used smack to control him. 
Jimi's last.album tells us he wants to be free. Free from the 
needle. Free from junk. Free from a life that was no better 
than a prison without bars. Our brother freed himself the 
only way he knew how. He used the tool he had been taught 
during his hitch in the army. Death was his final release^. 

Jimi Hendrix, our brother, was forced in
to the alienated position of the super-star. 
Forced into a role he could not relate to. 
Forced into producing that which he loved and 
having it perverted and sold by record com
panies who didn't care about Jimi Hendrix, 
only the money he would make them. Jimi was a 
slave all his life. A slave whose life was 
bought and sold, first by a racist society, 
and then by the managers and agents of the 
record companies. 

Hdlo my friend 
So happy -fc> &ee. y&j.&qain 
£'rr> jro stf&ne. 
JÜJf couldn't mate rfc 
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Whgf die winces Alow/no oéwV/7 
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d lo»1 cf pccfJe Ccxrung r/o/rt1on dbum• 
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HOW THE CIA BUYS OPIUM 

Jimi's music reflected the sexist relations 
between men and women which exist in our soc
iety. Songs like "Foxey Lady" assign women to 
the role of sex play things (see the article 
on the cultural war in Saigon in this issue). 
Jimi didn't have control of his own survival 
and like many men was taught to look at women 
as property, domain to control. We must under
stand this about Jimi in order to change our
selves. 

Jimi may be dead, but his music lives on. 
No one can erase from our memories the first 
time we heard his, our, Star Spangled Banner, 
or Machine Gun, or Electric Ladyland. Jimi was 
our brother arid Jimi is dead. As much a 
casualty of American racism and imperialism as 
the millions of others who have died in Vietnam 
and our own cities. 

A former Green Beret, Sgt. Paul Withers, 24, testified 
at the Winter Soldier Hearings in Boston on October 9, 
1971. He spoke of his role in the Indochina war as a 
Special Forces agent in Laos. Paul was awarded nine 
Purple Hearts, the Distinguished Service Cross, and Silver 
and Bronze Stars during his tour of duty. 

After completing basic training at Fort Dix in the fall 
of 1965, he was sent to Nha Trang, South Vietnam. Al
though he was ostensibly stationed there, he was placed 
on "loan" to the CIA in January 1966 and sent to Pak 
Seng, Laos. Before going there he and his companions 
were stripped of their uniforms and all American creden
tials. They were issued Chechoslovakian guns and Korean 
uniforms. Paul even signed-blank sheets of paper at the 
bottom and the CIA later typed out letters and sent them 

to his parents and wife. All 
this was done to hide the fact 
that there were American troops 
operating in Laos. 

The mission in Laos was to 
make friends with the Meo 
people and organize and train 
them to fight the Pathet Lao. 
One of the main tasks was to buy 
up the entire local crop of opium. 
About twice a week an Air Amer-

PAUL WITHERS ^ pian e would arrive with sup
plies and kilo bags of gold dust. Paul gave the gold to the 
Meo in return for their bags of opium which were loaded on 
the plane. Each bag was marked with the symbol of the 
tribe. There was no mistaking the bags since the symbols 
were quite complicated. 
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IOW THE CIA BUYS OPIUM 

A former Green Beret, Sgt. Paul Withers, 24, testified 
t the Winter Soldier Hearings in Boston on October 9, 
971. He spoke of his role in the Indochina war as a 
Special Forces agent in Laos. Paul was awarded nine 
•urple Hearts, the Distinguished Service Cross, and Silver 
ind Bronze Stars during his tour of duty. 

After completing basic training at Fort Dix in the fall 
»f 1965, he was sent to Nha Trang, South Vietnam. Al-
hough he was ostensibly stationed there, he was placed 
>n "loan" to the CIA in January 1966 and sent to Pak 
Jeng, Laos. Before going there he and his companions 
vere stripped of their uniforms and all American creden-
ials. They were issued Chechoslovakian guns and Korean 
iniforms. Paul even signed-blank sheets of paper at the 
>ottom and the CIA later typed out letters and sent them 

to his parents and wife. All 
this was done to hide the fact 
that there were American troops 
operating in Laos. 

The mission in Laos was to 
make friends with the Meo 
people and organize and train 
them to fight the Pathet Lao. 
One of the main tasks was to buy 
up the entire local crop of opium. 
About twice a week an Air Amer-

PAUL WITHERS j ^ piane would arrive with sup
plies and kilo bags of gold dust. Paul gave the gold to the 
Meo in return for their bags of opium which were loaded on 
the plane. Each bag was marked with the symbol of the 
tribe. There was no mistaking the bags since the symbols 
svere quite complicated. 
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During the Civil War, morphine 
was freely applied as a battle
field pain-killer. By the end of 
the war, more than 45,000 veterans 
were suffering from "soldiers' 
sickness", as addiction was called. 
Estimates of addiction ran as high 
as 4% of the population —: a rate 
that would give us more than 8 ; 
million junkies in today's popul
ation! 

It was! not until the 1890's 
that doctors and authorities 
clearly recognized the dangers of 
narcotics addiction. Then with
drawal clinics began to spring up 
all over the country. Articles and 
books exposing the horrors of 
addiction rolled off the presses. 
In 1898 medical scientists came up 
with what they thought to be a non-
addictive cure: HEROIN. Derived 
from morphine, heroin quickly 
replaced the other opiates in most 
cough medicines and tonics. The 
addictive nature of the new drug 
was not noticed in scientific 
circles until 1910, when tens of 
thousands of people had already 
been consuming it freely for years. 

The narcotics trade was pushed 
underground with the passing of the 
Harrison Narcotics Act of 1914. The 
law, designed to bring addiction 
under control, unfortunately left 
out any provisions for the treat
ment of addicts. Hundreds of 
thousands of people, most of them 
ordinary people with jobs, families 
and no criminal records, faced the 
prospect of enormously painful and . 
usually ineffective "cold turkey" 
withdrawals. Doctors, hospitals 
and clinics tried to ease things 
by prescribing drugs in decreasing 
doses, making gradual withdrawal 
possible. But the federal govern
ment and the courts chose to inter
pret the law in the strictist pos
sible way. With government agents 
raiding clinics and jailing many 
doctors, by 1924 nearly all the 
clinics were closed. 

Thanks tô  the Federal Govern
ment, addicts were left with no
where to turn but to the newly 
flourishing illegal market in 
drugs With millions of Americans 
desperate for a fix, and willing to 
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avoid the suffering o: 
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| prices soared, addict! 
forced to turn to crii 
support their habits • 
women often took up p: 
tution and men stealii 

Almost 60 years ! 
gone by since the pas 
of the Harrison Narcq 
Act, and not much proj 
has been made. No one 
more painfully aware. 

z£&d than Vietnam Vets, me: 
to fight and die in a war t 
American imperialism alive, 
estimated that 10 to 15% of 
can GI's in Vietnam are usi 
heroin. WHY? Why would a ma 
ing for "the freedom of the 
Vietnamese against the agre 
the Communist forces of the 
want to turn to smack? Poss 
kicks, but I think not. Man 
them realize that they have 
duped. They see that the re 
is not the North Vietnamese 
VC), but instead a corrupt 
Vietnamese Puppet governmen 
the strings controlled by t 
capitalists. Of course by t 
you realize this it's too 1 
you have been put in a posi 
where you must kill or be k 
and in order to make the ki 
easier or to forget what yo 
done, you turn to heroin. H 
dirt cheap, and the supply 
ent. Opium, morphine and he) 
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REHABILITATION OF VETS 
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\ prices soared, addicts were 
II forced to turn to crime to 

support their habits — 
"j women often took up prosti-

•' tution and men stealing. 
Almost 60 years have 

gone by since the passing 
of the Harrison Narcotics 
Act, and not much progress 
has been made. No one is 
more painfully aware.of this 

aü than Vietnam Vets, men sent 
to fight and die in a war to keep 
American imperialism alive. It is 
estimated that 10 to 15% of Ameri
can GI's in Vietnam are using 
heroin. WHY? Why would a man fight
ing for "the freedom of the South 
Vietnamese against the agression of 
the Communist forces of the North" 
want to turn to smack? Possibly for 
kicks, but I think not. Many of 
them realize that they have been 
duped. They see that the real enemy 
is not the North Vietnamese (or the 
VC). but instead a corrupt South 
Vietnamese Puppet government with 
the strings controlled by the U.S. 
capitalists. Of course by the time 
you realize this it's too late, for 
you have been put in a position 
where you must kill or be killed, 
and in order to maka tha killing 
easier or to forget what you have 
done, you turn to heroin. Heroin is 
dirt cheap, and the supply is abund-
ent. Opium, morphine and heroin of 
nearly 100% purity are available 
around every U.S. base. At least 
until recently — if not still 
today — the brass has looked the 
other way, because whatever else 
smack does, it keeps the men quiet. 

ments in Saigon and Laos are doing 
something about the problem (al
though the only real result has 
been to provide further evidence 
that the officials of these puppet 
regimes are deeply involved in 
the drug trade). 

Now tens of thousands of 
young draftees are coming home 
strung out. Accustomed to cheap 
and pure Vietnamese heroin, they 
have developed habits that cost a 
fortune to maintain at the prices 
American suppliers charge for their 
watered down dope. Their chances of 
finding a decent job are slim: 
unemployment among Viet Vets is 
running over 10%. (For Vets under 
24 years old, it's 14.6%. Among all 
black Vets, it averages 15.1%, and 
among black Vets under 24, it's 
almost 21%!) 

The V.A.'s counselling and 
rebabilition programs are still 
ridiculously inadequate. In the 
midst of all the fanfare accompany
ing Nixon's campaign against drugs 
these young men are being left to 

[Sergeant, you tell them that if they 
[they're cowardly and communistic and 

won't die for important people like us,j 
they won't get any more medals/ I 

REHABILITATION OF VETS 

Public scandel has forced the 
government to take some action 
concerning addicted Vets. The U.S. 
House of Representatives recently 
voted to expand the V.A.'s drug 
rehabilitation program, expected 
to cost $89.3 million for the next 
five years. A series of highly 
publicized busts each "the most 
spectular of all time", have been 
staged in an effort to prove that 
the U.S. Military and the govern-

rot, with little care and virtually 
no hope. 

(Reprinted from "The Opium Trails" 
Next month: Opium in China, the 
problem and the solution.) 
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IE FOLLOWING INFO 

OVEMENT 
HISTORY 

BY STAN ANDERSON 
MOST"~ÖF "THE FOLLOWING TNFORMATION WAS COMPILED 
FROM THE US SERVICES FUND'S 1972 "GI MOVE
MENT CALENDAR." IT IS BY NO MEANS A COMPLETE 
LIST BUT DOES GIVE SOME IDEA OF THE SCOPE & 
EXTENT OF THE GI MOVEMENT.'69 THRU '72 WILL 
APPEAR IN THE NEXT TWO ISSUES. 
1965 
Nov. 6 El Paso, Texas. Lt. Henry Howe, off 

duty and out of uniform, is busted for 
participating in an anti-war march and 
sentenced to 2 yrs. hard labor. 

1966 
June 30 Ft. Hood, Tex. (Ft. Hood 3) Pvt. Samas, 

Pvt. Mora and PFC Johnson become first 
GIs to refuse shipment to Vietnam. 

1967 
June 3 Ft. Jackson, S.C. Capt. Howard Levy is 

court-martialed for refusing to train 
Vietnam bound Green Beret medics. 

July 27 Camp Pendleton, Ca. L/Cpl William Harvey 
and PFC George"Daniels, 2 Black Marines, 
are busted for rapping to other GIs about 
the war and Black struggles. They are 
sentenced to 10 & 6 yrs. respectively. 

i vfr ' ' w£ ARE 
ALL fyj, 

Of-i r_ Mr 

29 Long.Bihn, Vietnam GIs in LBJ revolt and 
burn the records building. MPs murder 1 
and would 59 but 12 Blacks hold a section 
of the stockade for over a month. 

3 Ft. Hood, Tex. The night before their 
departure for Vietnam, GIs of the 196th 
Lgt Inf Bde rebel burning a PX & a gas 
station. 

13 Presidio, Ca. Pvt Ron Lockman refuses to 
go to Vietnam & is court-martialed stat
ing, "I follow the Ft Hood 3; who will 
follow me?" 

Aug. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

1968 
Feb. 13 Ft. Jackson, S.C. 5 GIs hold an on post 

pray-in for Vietnam peace. All were ar-
rested, 2 received courtmartials. 

Feb. 16 Presidio, Ca. Pvt. George Davis is court-
martialled for refusing to go to Vietnam. 

Mar. 9 Cannon AFB, N.M. Capt Dale Noyd is court-
martialled for refusing to train pilots 
for Vietnam duty. 

Apr. 13 Ft. Campbell, Ky. Brass order curfew on 
base after several days of open rebellion 
by GIs. __ 

Apr. 17 Norfolk, Va. PO/3 Dennis Ciesielski is 
court-martialed for refusing to board a 
Vietnam bound ship. _____ 

Apr. 19 Ft. Sill, Ok. Brass discharge Pvt. Andy 
Stapp, founder of American Servicemens 
Union, for "subversive activity." 

May 2 

May 4 

1968 
May 22 

Langley AFB, Va. Airman George Edwards, 
a Black GI, refuses to board a plane for 
Vietnam. -
Vietnam SP/4 Michael Branch, a Black GI, 
"crosses over" to the ranks of Vietnamese 
freedom fighters. 

Ft. Ord, Ca. Pvt Ken Stolte & PFC Dan 
Amick each receive 4 yrs at hard labor 
for distributing anti-war leaflets. 

June 14 Ft. Jackson, S.C. 150 stockade prisoners 
rebel protesting inhuman conditions. 

July 17 San Francisco, Ca. Nine GIs representing 
all four services chain themselves to
gether inside a church & declare their 
resignation from the military. 

July 23 Ft. Bragg, N.C. 238 prisoners seize Con
trol of the stockade & hold it for three 
days. 

Aug. 18 Danang, Vietnam Brig erupts again with 
all prisoners taking part. One cell 
block destroyed by fire as GIs hold the 
brig three days. 

Aug. 24 Ft. Hood, Tex. (Ft. Hood 43) 150 Black 
GIs hold an on base meeting and decide 
to refuse orders sending them to Chicago 
for "riot control" duty during the Dem. 
National Convention. 43 are arrested 
when the Brass breaks up the group. 

Sept.7 Ft Hood, Texas Pvt Gypsy Peterson, the 
first editor of the GI paper Fatigue 
Press, is busted for "microscopic" traces 
of grass 
labor. 

& sentenced to 8 yrs at hard 

Oct. 12 San Francisco, Ca. 500 GIs lead thous
ands of civilians in peace march. WAVE 
Lt. Sue Schnall speaks in uniform openly 
violating DoD regulations prohibiting it, 

14 Presidio, Ca. Following the shotgun mur
der of a fellow prisoner, 27 GIs hold a 
sit down protest and are charged with 
mutiny. -

24 Tokyo, Japan In protest of the war 4 
sailors desert the USS Intrepid to seek 
asylum in any country not engaged in the 
Vietnam war. 

Nov. 29 Ft. Jackson S.C. 68 basic trainees of 
B-6-2 send a letter to Johnson demanding 
an end to the war. 

Oct, 

Oct. 
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SAIGON (LNS) Picture 
this scene: miles of uninter
rupted beach with fine white 
sand._..— . — . On a rock are 
the letters NIX painted tall 
and white, maybe the start of 
the name Nixon. A group of 
men stand around grinning. 
One of them examines the sun
burn on his shoulders. 

Women in bathing suits 
recline at the edge of the 
surf. They are lying on a 
camouflage tarp, watching a 
motor boat pull a water skier. 
The women have long dark hair 
held back in braids for swim
ming. 

California? No, the 
beach is in South Vietnam, the 
women are Vietnamese, and the 
men American GI's. The beach 
is littered with Budweiser, 
Coca Cola cans, and Pall Mall 
packs. 

Picture this scene: Saigon 
from the back of a Honda. High 
above the sidewalk is a poster 
of a bunny girl—half go-go 
girl, half stripper. Words in 
Vietnamese, with one English 
word screaming out "SEXY"! 

Saigon is a large city 
of three and a half million with 1 
very little industry. What sub
stitutes for industry is the 
"servicing" of Americans. 
"Servicing" is a degrading oc

cupation, but only by hustling 
can most Vietnamese in the city 
get enough money to buy food. 

Saigon means people living 
in graveyards, in any available 
space. Homes are made of card
board, discarded C-ration boxes, 
bits of tin, old rotten cloth, 
anything people #can salvage from 
the colossal amount of garbage 
the Americans have produced in 
Vietnam. 
The unbeat phase ,"Vietnam is on 
the move" , was the way U.S. of
ficials used to describe the pro
cess.Vietnamese families are up
rooted and dispersed. 

At the root of this situation 
is the dehumanization of Viet
namese women. Each morning they 
sit on the ground outside American 
bases, waiting to serve the sold
iers as laundry maids or prosti-
tututes.Nearly 500,000 woman have 
been forced into prostition. The 
salary of an ARVN soldier or a 
Vietnamese worker is not enough 
to support a small family,and so 
wives and daughters have had to 
sell themselves to live. 

Little Country Inn.Country 
and Western Welcome. The women 
outside the "on limit" bars 
have their hair dyed brown or 
done up in western style hair-dos. 
They wear heavy makeup.Plunging 
necklines reveal breasts pushed 
up and outward to make the wo
men look more voluptuous. Viet
nam war veterans say that many 
women have had their breasts 
injected with silicone so that 
they more closely resemble the 
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American "ideal". Girls too 
young to be bedmates for GIs 
sell girlie pictures on the 
sidewallk. 

Competing with prostitut
ion is the "mate-matchers" in
dustry, employing cultural and 
legal "experts". Pimps procure 
Vietnamese brides-to-be. These 
women are taught English from 
"Love Dictionaries"—bedroom 
English. The marriage, ceremony 
is performed at a marriage office 

Most American-Vietnamese 
marriages are outright slavery. 
In exchange for a monthly allow
ance from her American "husband" 
the Vietnamese woman must be his 
servant. She is an entertaining 
doll> a sexual object; the cert
ificate of marriage is simply 
used to justify her exploitat
ion. When her "husband" leaves 
Vietnam,'she is usually left be
hind to be transferred to a new
comer. The women forced into 
degrading roles are held in con
tempt by the men who pimp for 
them. 

This is the nature of life 
in South Vietnam's cities. It 
is a slow form of American-spon
sored death: the destruction 
of Vietnamese culture, the corr
uption of Vietnamese values. 

The razing of villages, 
saturation bombing, defoliation 
of vast areas have caused what 
some U.S. social planners have 
called "forced urbanization",, 
Three to six million refugees 

have been moved into the cities 
or into relocation camps. 

The Women's Committee for 
the Right to Live, part of the 
urban opposition, issued a 4 
point declaration in 1971, stating 
(1) the dignity of Vietnamese 
in general, and the dignity of 
Vietnamese women in particular, 
should be respected and protect
ed, (2) women will struggle for 
peace and the right to live, (3) 
.all American soldiers must be 
withdrawn from Vietnam and (4) 
a coalition government should 
be formed to represent the Viet
namese people. 

Ngo Ba Thanh, president of 
the Women's Committee, was sub
sequently arrested and jailed by 
the Thieu regime for demonstrat
ing against the government. She 
was brought to trial but fell 
ill in court and almost died. 
Her trial was postponed and she 
is still in prison. 

U.S. troops can be withdrawn 
to a residual force. Even the 
frequency and intensity of bomb
ing raids could be greatly red
uced. But U.S. policies of 
economic penetration and cult
ural domination are likely to 
continue for many years. The 
air war and the ever-present 
threat of intensified bombing, 
especially of the cities, buys 
time while the U.S. intensifies 
cultural and psychological war
fare in South Vietnam. 
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Petition To President Nixon 
Billy Asks For Equal T r e a t m e n t 

P A G E - 1 1 

TO: PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON 
WHITE HOUSE 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 
WASHINGTON, D.G. 

FROM: PRIVATE BILLY DEAN SMITH 
#551-82-1246 

V RE: REQUEST FOR RELEASE 
FROM PRE-TRIAL CON
FINEMENT 

1./' Lt. Calley has been convicted by a jury 
of his peers of the most serious and heinous 
offenses premeditated mass murder. He has 
been charged with 102 counts of murder and found 
guilty on 22 counts. At no time during his 
trial was Lt. Calley severely confined or res
trained and after less than one day in the 
stockade, his release and confinement to quarters 
was ordered by the President. Whoever else 
may ultimately be implicated in Lt. Calley's 
crimes, the magnitude of these crimes, compared 
to that alleged of Petitioner and the countless 
number of others presently confined to stock
ades, requires prompt and immediate release of 
all prisoners presently awaiting trial or final 
adjudication of convictions, on charges of the 
same or lesser magnitude. 

2./ Billy Dean Smith now awaits a general 
court-martial on two counts of murder, two of 
attempted murder and one of resisting arrest, 
with a maximum sentence of death. 
(The tenuous evidence leading to those charges 
is reviewed fully above) 

3./ Private Smith is currently confined 
23 out of every 24 hours in the stockade at 
Fort Ord, California, and has been in confine
ment since the date of his apprehension on 
15 March, 1971. 

4./ By virtue of your powers as Chief 
Executive under Article II, Section 2(1) of the 
United States Constitution, and pursuant to 
your powers as Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Force«, it is within your legal power to order 
the release of Billy Dean Smith from pretrial 
confinement. 

5./ Your action on behalf of Lt. Calley 
estaoTToi«=a tlear precedent for similar action 
in this case of Private Smith. Private Smith 
therefore requests equal treatment as that of 
Et. Calley: restriction to a four-room etpactettent 

on base, or any similar arrangement, with full 
visitation rights and privileges, and likewise 
requests equal treatment for all other prisoners 
similarly situated. 

6./ If the action of the President on 
behalf of Lt. Calley is not clear precedent for 
the release of Private Smith, and other prisoners 
in similar circumstances, it can only represent 
clear favoritism of officers over enlisted men, 
of whites over blacks, of convicted murderers of 
Vietnamese over presumably innocent G.I.'s 
accused on flimsy evidence of the murder of their 
officers. Such action on the part of the Presi
dent would represent a clear violation of the 
basic principle of equal protection and due 
process of law as required by the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution. 

7./ Moreover, action on behalf of Lt. Calley 
and not on behalf of Private Smith fails to 
recognize that the 209 "fragging" cases which 
occurred in 1970 have resulted, in the words of 
Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield, speaking 
of the case of Private Billy Dean Smith, from an 

"atmosphere that drives an American G.I. 
to kill his fellow G.I. or superior... 
Fragging, I fear; is just an outgrowth 
of this mistaken, this tragic conflict." 

The President has gone to great lengths to under
stand why a white American Officer would kill 
22 Vietnamese.- We now ask an equal attempt to 
understand the problems faced by a black private 
accused on circumstantial evidence of a crime 
which the vast majority of G.I.'s in Vietnam 
have seriously considered committing. 

8./ Wherefore, Petitioner requests that the 
President of the United States, pursuant to his 
Constitutional powers, issue an order releasing 
from confinement in correctional institutions 
Petitioner and all other members of the armed 
forces awaiting trial or final adjudication of 
conviction on charges of the same or lesser 
magnitude as Lt. Calley's, and modifying the 
nature of their confinement to arrangements 
similar to those now in effect for Lt. Calley, 
the time served under such arrangements to be 
credited against their respective sentences, 
as finally adjudicated. 
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Presidential Response 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

Office of the* Judge Advocate General 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

JAGJ 1971/7806 

30 Sep 1971 

Mr. Luke McKissack 
Attorney at Law 
6430 Sunset Boulevard, Suite 521 
Hollywood, California 90028 

Dear Mr. McKissack: 

On behalf of President Nixon and the Secretary 
of the Army, I am responding to the petition 
from you and Mr. Kenneth Cloke requesting action 
by the President in the court-martial case of 
Private Billy Dean Smith. 

As I am sure you are aware, a great deal of 
concern has been voiced by the American people 
regarding the conviction of Lieutenant William 
Calley, Jr. The public interest has gone far 
beyond the innocence or guilt of Lieutenant 
Calley with respect to the specific charges. 
It is due to these unique circumstances that 
President Nixon deemed it within the national 
interest to take the action as announced in the 
White House press conference following the 
sentencing of Lieutenant Calley. President Nixon 
will review the Calley case following completion 
of the appellate procedure under the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice. 

JVs you pointed out in your petition, the issues 
*in Private Smith's case are in no way similar 
to the issues inherent in Lieutenant Calley's 
case. Thus, I feel it is inappropriate to cite 
the Calley case as establishing a precedent 
for Private Smith's requested action. The 
President's right to take action in cases brought 
under t£e~Uniform Code of Military Justice is a 
discretionary power which President Nixon will 
exercise only in the most extraordinary circum
stances. 

Sincerely yours, 

S/LAWRENCE H. WILLIAMS 
Brigadier General, USA 
Assistant Judge Advocate General 

for Military Law 

Bil ly 's Tr ia l 

At the Fort Ord, California Military trial of Pfc. Billy 
Dean Smith—accused of the "fragging" murder of two officers 
in Vietnam—the prosecution received a setback this week when 
a key witness admitted that he had been "smoking heroin" just 
prior to witnessing the incident. 

Bradley Curtis, now a civilian,„was an eyewitness to the 
immediate aftermath of the fragging incident. In earlier inter
views with prosecution lawyers—outside the courtroom—he had 
testified that he had seen a black man running from the scene 
of the murder. At that time, he had said that he was uncertain 
if the man was Smith. 

MR. YES—SIR 
Hey! Brothers, listen to what I have to say. 
You say you want equal opportunity in each 
and every way. 
Well, how're you going to get this if you're 
not willing to fight 
And stand up for what you believe in 
because you know it's right. 
The man will tell you you're wrong, and 
in trouble you will be 
He thinks you're a fool 'cause he thinks 
you have no brains. 
He drafts you in the Army, where men 
are strong and brave. 
But if you happen to be Black, you wind up 
being a slave. 
He sends you cross the waters to fight 
the Viet Cong, 
B«i if you think on who caused the trouble, 
you'll find that he's the one. 
Bc'U put you in 'he stockade. 
bjs'càuse you"5 learn the truth. 
Now you're not willing to do his dirt, 
and for vou he has no use. 

I thought I'd be s e t free when they 
gave me a suspended sentence. BROTHER BILLY DEAN SMITH 
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I saw another one today 
That stark black and white bumper 

"POWS NEVER HAVE A HAPPY DAY" 
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I was content just to eat my breakfast Let* 
and listen to the radio 
Letting my mind drift aimlessly 
Under a thick fog 

Assuming the owner of the car 
Was referring to American POWs in North Vietnam 
(Do Americans care about any others?) 
I must wonder 
Was the owner bragging or complaining 
About the absence of happy days for American POWs? 

I can understand his feelings 
If he was bragging 
After all 
Prisoners in Attica never have a happy day 
Prisoners in the Maryland State Pen never have a happy day 
All over America our prisoners are unhappy 
And' who gives a damn? 
(Besides the prisoners). 

The owner must be happy that North Vietnam treats American prisoners 
No better than America treats American prisoners 
Oh maybe in North Vietnam 
The prisoners can't easily get drugs 
And maybe the weaker prisoners aren't subjected to homosexual rape 
But they're still not happy 
And that's the thing to remember. 

So by now you're saying 
"That son-of-a-bitch knows the owner wasn't•bragging!" 
And it's true 
I do. 

I just don't understand the rationale for complaining 
Does that car owner want North Vietnam 
To gain a propaganda coup over America? 
Think how bad it would look if they treated 
American prisoners better than we do 
No, let's keep things even 

s keep 5.11 the prisoners unhappy 
Don't let those Commies trick us into 'orison reform. 

But something on the radio 
Was burning the fog away 

"That's right folks. 
Just an eight-gallon purchase of 
Our gasoline and we'll give you 
A free SMILE glass. 
A glass covered with the face 
That's sweepin' the nation." 

The face that's swèepin' the nation 

On the table 
A newspaper—several days old 
Awaits the garbage can 
On the front page are other faces 
And one strikes me especially hard 
It belongs to a nine year old Vietnamese girl 
Accidently hit by napalm 
From a "friendly" plane 

Panic-stricken 
Burning 
She has stripped off her clothes 
And runs naked 
Screaming into the caraera 
While sullen, wooden faces 
Belonging to South Vietnamese infantrymen 
Look on dispassionately 

This face too will sweep the nation 
But onj.y for a few days 
Oh, there'll be follow up stories 
For a little while 
But it's all so temporary 
Her face is doomed to end up in trash piles and 

garbage cans 
Staring up at a no-deposit, no-return America 

No, 
Gas stations will never give away that face 
Americans prefer the moon-face with the idiot's smile 
No need to think of anything when you see that face 
Just close your eyes 
And srin like hell! 

Chnrles M. Purcell 

Faces 

Charles M. Purcell 


