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Band Seeks Relief 
from Crazy Sarge 
Harassment and a general climate of fear 
and repression have been on the increase 
in the First AG Band during the last few 
months. An increase in personal and locker 
inspections, frequent double clean-ups 
during the day, a greatly increased work 
load (including numerous jobs on weekends 
without commensurate compensatory time), 
as well as a vast increase in the number 
of Article 15's (up from 2 or 3 in the pre
vious 6 months, to 8 or 10 in the last 3 
months—there are 42 men in the unit), have 
combined to make life in the Band alr.ost 
unbearable. 

Without question, the man responsible 
for the change in policy, i.e. the increase 
in harassment,is Sgt. Major Michael G. 
Oniffrey. It is the open and considered 
opinion of almost all the enlisted men and 
even some of the NCO's that the SGM, who is 
now Acting-C.O., following the transfer of 
former Commander CW4 H. M. Bnigh, suffers 
from an advanced stage of schizophrenia. 
In particular, it has been noted that he 
exhibits the symptoms of loss of contact 
with reality, personality disintegration, 
and hallucination. 

One of the manifestations of these symptoirs 
is paranoia. Oniffrey is afraid of every
body and everything. He thinks that anyone 
who asks a question of him is somehow plot
ting to destroy him, and anyone who agrees 
that the question should be asked is in on 
the "conspiracy". He has gone so far as to 
order people not to smile or look at one 
another during rehearsals. In April, he even 
expelled the entire percussion section from 
a rehearsal, accusing the members of deli
berately failing to play a certain passage 
of music. The passage he sought, however, 
was not even written. Staring down at his 
Conductor's Score as the 5 percussionists 
filed out, he muttered, ' I know how to 
handle you guys, I just don t have the 
power.' No one was sure whether he was 
talking to the drummers, or several 
rebellious quarter notes. 
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On Saturday, May 18, Armed Farces Day, the 

Vietnam Veterans Against the War/Winter Soldier 
Organization will hold a regional action in 
Baltimore. There will be a noon rally at 
Kopkins Plaza followed by a public forum where 
plans for the national action July 1 - 4 
will be discussed. 
WAW/WSO, at their national steering com

mittee meeting In December adopted a national 
strategy to make universal unconditional 
amnesty a national issue. As part of the 
strategy regional actions will be held around 
the country on May 17 and 18. These are de
signed to build for the national rally to be 
held in Washington D.C. July 1 - 4 . At the 
national meeting in April, WAW/WSO adopted 
the following five demands for all actions: 

1. UNIVERSAL UNCONDITIONAL AMNESTY FOR ALL 
WAR RESISTERS 
2. IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENTS/END AIJ. AID TO 
THIEU AND LON NOL. 
3. A SINGLE DISCHARGE FOR ALL VETERANS. 
4. DECENT VETERANS' BENEFITS. 

KICK NIXON OUT. 

After four months without an office, the 
Military Law Project will open at a new 
location in Laurel. The new offices are 
on the upper floors at 108 Washington Blvd.. 
across the street from the Greyhound Bus 
station. 

Some of the vets and GI's who work with 
Highway 13 have been volunteering their 
time on weekends to install panelling and 
carpetting and to move furniture and books. 
The office should be open to the public by 
May 19. 

A big advantage of 
Laurel is the incre 
allows us to set-up 
military counseling 
and vets' legal has 
most weekday nights 
discharges, Art. 15 
complaints seem to 
information will al 
vets' benefits, fil 
superiors, organizl 

the new location in 
ase in space, which 
a room especially for 
Advice about GI's 

sles will be available 
Counseling about 

defenses and Art. 138 
be the most popular, but 
so be available about 
ing charges against 
ng your unit, etc. If 

necessary, the Military Law Project 
counselors can also -nake refferals to 
civilian lawyers, doctors,or psychiatrists. 

The larger rooms will make film showings 
and group meetings possible, Coo. Future 
issues of Highway 13 will announce these. 

The layout tables and equipment for produc
tion of Highway 13 will be housed at the 
new office. GIs , vets and interested 
civilians are welcome to help on the 
paper -- photographers, artists and folks 
who want to learn how to do newspaper 
layout are especially needed. No experience 
necessaryl 

With a little bit of luck, we should have 
the phone installed by the time the next 
issue of Highway 13 comes out -- we'll 
list the number and include the hours the 
new Military Law Project will be open. 

Come on byI 

«FRICm FREEDOM NHI1CR 

ANTIWAR 
TROOPS OUST 
P0RTUGU.ESE 

DICTATOR 
Portugal's half-century old fasc i s t d ic ta 
torship, which was determined not to yie ld 
an inch to national ist revolutionaries in 
Portugal's three African colonies , and which 
had kept Portugal i t s e l f the most economic-
ly backward and p o l i t i c a l l y repressive nation 
in Europe, was overthrown by progressive e l 
ements within the army on Apr. 25th. 

The old regime had v irtual ly no support at 
all l e f t by the time the almost bloodless 
take-over was pulled off. Even reactionary, 
pro-war business people realized that there 
must be a more e f f i c i ent way to try to hold 
on to Portuguese interes ts in Africa, while 
the top brass was desperate to put an end to 
the serious disintegration of the armed for
ces that has been taking place . Morale WM at 
an al l - t ime low, half of a l l inductees fai led 
to report for duty (one Portuguese in every 
hundred i s a draft-dodger or a deserter) , 
there was Communist Party influence even a-
K.oung of f icers , and there were even cases of 
desertions of combat troops in Africa. 

Rank-and-file troops therefore were a major 
cause of the overthrow, and, of course i t 
was the rank-and-file that provided the ne
cessary force to pull i t off . And though 
the new head of s ta te and his main deputy, 
Antonio Spinola and Francisco da Costa-Gomez, 
who replace the old d ic ta tors , President Am-
erico Thomaz and Premier Marcello Caetano, 
are both old generals who just want to find 
a more ef fect ive way to hold on to the colo
nies than the old hard-line approach, i t ap
pears that a committee of more progressiva, 
younger of f icers , which engineered the coup, 
holds a great deal of real behind-the-scenes 
power. 

Since the April coup, the Portuguese people 
have been pushing for greater freedoms and 
also for control over their own economic 
l i v e s . In one business after another, wor
kers have moved to se ize control of opera
t ions and have been removing their bosses. 
Usually, th i s has been done under the pre
text of gett ing rid of old fasc i s t sympathi
zers , but the workers often appear to real ize 
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FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM 
Indochina 

Vietnam 
Vietnamese liberation forces are continu
ing to successfully defend areas of South 
Vietnam under their control. In recent 
weeks, this has meant overrunning bases 
held by the Saigon troops that were either 
established on liberated territory since 
the Paris Accords, or else have been used 
for aggression against liberated areas. Sai
gon freely admits that the bases are being 
used to interdict their enemies' supply 
routes, claiming that North Vietnam is pre
paring an offensive. Even the Pentagon de
nies that asser' 

More proof that Saigon and not the PRG is 
violating the accords came from Thieu's 
spokesman Hoang Due Nha in a speach to a 
group of foreign businessmen and diplomats. 
Nha repeated the lie about North Vietnam's 
planned offensive, then added that Hanoi's 
propagandists were trying to convince any
one "foolish enough to believe them that 
there are two governments and three polit
ical forces in South Vietnam." Since the 
Paris Accords recognize precisely that fact, 
Nha was in fact admitting that (l) one of 
the political forces, the non-communist lib
erals in Saigon, has been brutally suppres
sed by Thieu, in violation of the agree
ments, and that (2) Saigon has never recog
nized the existence of the Provisional Re
volutionary Government, which is a co-equal 
signatory of the Paris accords. This means 
that it is impossible to form a coalition 
government on the Laotian model, as was en
visioned by the accords, and that the war 
therefore continues as a result of Saigon's 
policies, which are supported by the US. 

However, with soaring inflation in both the 
US and South Vietnam, as well as a world
wide increase in the cost of many things 
that Saigon needs to import to continue the 
war, Thieu is asking for hand-outs more and 
more frequently. The House of Representat
ives last month turned down a supplemental 
aid request for Saigon, so the Pentagon did 
some fancy book-keeping footwork and 'found" 
a cool quarter million dollars that they 
figured Saigon could have. A group of Sena
tors led by Edward Kennedy (D-Mass) weren't 
too wild about that idea, so they proposed 
an amendment to an appropriations bill to 

block the action. Despite impassioned pleas 
by Sen. John Stennis (D-Miss) that Thieu's 
ARVN would run out of supplies inside of 
90 days if they didn't get the extra coin, 
the Senate turned down the request. If Thieu 
does fall as the result of an aid cut-off, 
we may finally have the peace that we were 
promised a year and a half ago. 

An indication that that might soon hap
pen was given last month in the central 
highlands, where the ARVN was using 
their artillery to attack PRG supply 
routes. Since morale was so low that the 
ARVN troops wouldn't go out and fight the 
enemy on the ground, they were also using 
the artillery as the primary means of de
fense of their position (see picture in 
last month's Hwy 13). When superiors in 
Saigon, conscious of the fact that US aid 
was getting scarcer, cut down the ammu
nition allotment to the batallion holding 
the firebases, they were overrun and the 
entire batallion wiped out. 

thailand 
Thailand is seeing the beginnings of a guer
rilla war similar to what Vietnam underwent 
in the early 60's, according to a report pub
lished in the Washington Post last month. 
One difference is that American influence is 
weaker, due to popular resistance at home to 
getting involved -in anything like that again, 
and also because Thailand's government is 
now fairly democratic since the overthrow 
of the military dictatorship last year, and 
therefore doesn t want to be as completely 
under the domination of a foreign country 
(the US) as South Vietnam was and is. There 
has been mounting pressure amoung people in 
central Thailand to got American troops out 
of the country, even though guerrilla oper
ations in the border areas are growing more 
widespread. 

cambodia 
In Cambodia, Lon Nol is looking alot worse 
than Thieu. His pet scheme, an offensive to 
retake the province capital of Phsar Oudong, 
first bogged down, then was crushed as 2000 
of Phnom Penh's best troops pinned down on 
the Tonle Sap river bank saw the insurgents 
cut of their river supply line, then overrun 
their positions. Lacking boats to escape, 
the entire force was wiped out. Later, ano
ther province capital, Sala I«k Prang, was 
also taken. The training camp at Long Vek, 
where troops fleeing these battles northwest 
of Phnom Penh have fled to, is still sur
rounded, and pressure on two other province 
capitals, Kampot and Takeo, is also intense. 
With the road to the rice-growing Batambang 
region now cut, Lon Nol needs even more than 
the million and a half dollars a day that he 
is getting from the US already. If Saigon's 
experience is any indication, he may have a 
hard time getting it. 

Some I0,0(X) people rallied in Washington 
April 27th to demand Nixon's ouster f 
the Presidency. Called by the National 
Campaign to Impeach Nixon, the rally at
tracted contingents representing the Viet
nam Veterans Against the War/ Winter Sol
dier Organization, the Attica Brigade, the 
Indochina Solidarity Committee, the United 
Farmworkers, ii.nnI other groups. 
Held on a warm spring day, the demonstration 
consisted of a march along Constitution Ave. 
to the Capitol, where speakers and perform
ers, including David Dellinger and Phil Ochs, 

The high point of the 
rally came at the end, when several thousand 
people, led by the Attica Brigade, marched 
to the Justice Department and started break
ing windows to protest the corruption of the 
department, which has been responsible for 
severe repression against left-wing groups, 
while harbouring such criminals as John Mit
chell and Richard Kleindienst as Attourneys-
General. The size and spirit of the rally 
showed that the country's progressive move
ment is by no means dead, as Nixon and the 
straight press would have us think. That 
should be shown again this July when WAW/ 
WSO holds its national action in Washington. 

Famine leaves its mark in Ethiopia. 

ethiopia 
In the face of mounting opposition to his 
feudal dictatorship, Ethiopian emporor Haile 
Selassie I is reportedly preparing ofor his 
own retirement after more than 50 years on 
the throne of this east African empire. In
spired by mutinies and student demonstra
tions in March, the country's peasants, suf
fering from a long drought, have begun to 
revolt to reclaim land taken from them by 
rich land-holders when they could not pay 
their debts because of crop failures. In 
the cities, trouble continued as workers de
monstrated and struck demanding democratic 
rights and higher wages. The city of Asmara, 
is under the control of dissident troops, 
and cut off from therest of the country by 
Eritrean nationalist guerrillas in the coun
tryside. In the face of all this, the Empor
or last month named his grandson as heir, in 
a move to gain the support of moderate young 
army officers who have been demanding liber
alization, but who don't want radical change. 
The rank and file troops, however, as well 
as the workers, peasants and students, have 
shown that they are expecting more than a 
new emporor to replace the old one. 

korea 
In an effort to stem the rising tide of op
position to his regime, South Korean dictat
or Pak Jung-hi last month set even higher 
penalties for political opposition. Previ
ously, a 15-year jail sentance had been de-
credd - and enforced - for anyone commit
ting the heinous felony of proposing a 
change in the constitution. Now, with the 
formation of a student group with that pur
pose in mind, Pak had the group outlawed, 
and decreed the death penalty for anyone who 
persisted in belonging to it. People who 
make the slightest criticism of the govern
ment simply disappear and are not heard from 
again. 

Meanwhile, to get his people's minds off the 
economic problems and political repression 
that are increasing, Pak is provoking trou
ble with North Korea, claiming, like Saigon's 
Thieu that the North is planning to attack. 
Here, the implications for Americans are e-
yen more serious. Not only a r e we paying aid 

° J 7 ' but G I« are being asked to help de
fend Pak and his dictatorship. That means 
that if he provokes a war, we get to fight 
it Any vet who was stationed in Korea can 
tell you that won't be any fun 
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VVAW/WSO Member on Trial 

Vet Tells of Frame-Up 
PAGE 3 

Gary Lawton, a Black Member of Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War/Winter Soldier 
Organization (WAW/WSO), was recently on a 
national speaking tour to inform people a-
bout his case. He and his co-defendent, 
Zurebu Gardner, are facing their third trial 
on charges of killing two Riverside, Calif, 
policemen. While lawton was in Chicago, 
he was interviewed by REVOLUTION, and this 
article is reprinted here. 

In March, 1971, in the Black community in 
Riverside, Calif-, William Powell, a local 
resident, walked across the street in his 
neighborhood where police were harassing a 
woman "while investigating a complaint." He 
intervened, and a cop pulled his gun. Powell 
disarmed the officer, set the gun down on 
a table and then began to walk back across 
the street to his home. He was shot in the 
back and then arrested. 

On the evening of April 2, 1971, two pa
trolmen were sent into the Riverside Black 
coiimunity to investigate a burglary report. 
As they stepped out of their cruiser, they 
were blasted by shotguns. Before they died 
they radioed for help. Within a few minutes 
swarms of heavily armed police descended on 
the community. 
Early reports described the gunmen as 

three teen-aged whites and one short, teen-
aged Black with an Afro haircut. The men 
escaped, and the next day the entire police 
force was put on alert. Police instituted 
a reign of terror with house searches, bust
ing into churches, shakedowns on the streets 
and police cruising the community with shot
guns pointing out the window. 

In the end, the police had no leads, no 
evidence and no suspects. The police began 
to frame up Gary Lawton, the former leading 
member of a local organization, the Black 
Congress, which had become involved in a de
fense committee for Powell. 

lawton is not short, but 6'2", not teen-
aged, but 32 at the time, and doesn't wear 
his hair Afro style. Of course, this doesn't 
make any difference to the police. 

Later on in this whole jive set-up, two 
other Blacks were added to the case— 
Nehemiah Jackson III, accused of making the 
phone call that brought the two police into 
the conanunity, and Zurebu Gardner, accused 
of assisting Lawton in the ambush. The 3 
defendents had never seen each other before 
the time they wound up on the same conspir
acy. 

The state has tried to get convictions on 
Lawton and Gardner twice—Jackson's case was 
severed after the first trial and charges 
were later dropped—and failed due to hung 
juries. On May 20, the state will begin an 
unprecedented third attempt to railroad the 
defendents. 

Lawton is the main target of this frame-
up. He has led struggles in the Riverside 
area since 1968, giving the local ruling 
class a lot of heat. 

Lawton was raised in the Black community 
of Riverside. "When I was a child, some
thing always told me there was something 
wrong with this country. I could never put 
my hand on it. Not just about Black people, 
but about all poor and oppressed people. 
Some people had so much and a lot of people 
didn't have much at all." 

Gary Lawton, VVAW/WSO member being framed on 
charges of killing cop. speaks in Chicago April 16 as 
part of nationwide speaking tour. 

He joined the Marine Corps when he was 17, 
in 1956. He said he joined the Marines— 
"oppressive duty status"—because "at that 
tine I thought I was doing the right thing. 
Old Glory, defending democracy, it couldn't 
be beat. I was in on the initial phase of 
training the lackey south Vietnamese army." 

"I hated military service. All the time 
I was in I didn't want to stay because I 
couldn't adhere to garrison-type duty. I 
was court-martialled twice for attacks on 
superior officers growing out of racial in
cidents." 

In his last year of service» Lawton got 
married and began a family. He left the 
Marines in i960 and settled in Riverside, 
taking a job with a commercial window clean
ing business. After a year of building up 
his employer's clientele, he decided to go 
into the window washing business for him
self. 

It was a very uneventful time. Chukia 
(his wife) and I bought a home, had our 
second child and just lived the life of the 
Grand American Dream of all 'good American 
Negroes': getting ahead, getting a car, 
financial stability." 

In 1968, Lawton's life changed. Martin 
Luther King was murdered in Memphis, and 
Black communities around the country exploded 
in anger. When Dr. King was killed it 
really shook ne. If they could kill King 
then it showed how rotten things were." 
Lawton organized a committee to find a pro
per memorial for King, proposing either the 
renaming of a major local nark or the main 
uhlic library. 

The efforts of the King Memorial Committee 
were opposed by local reactionaries who 
managed to stir up a lot of hysteria, even 
alleging that King was a communist. The 
Riverside City Council denied the requests 
for a memorial, suggesting instead that a 
few bookshelves in the corner of the library 
be named for King. Lawton .and the committee 
fought vigorously against this bogus move. 
The struggles that took place for the memor
ial were mostly small, twenty or so people 
petitioning and arguing in City Council meet
ings, but they were the beginnings of 
greater struggles. 

Lawton was seïerely attacked in the local 

,>ress for his role in the King committee. 
As a result of all this publicity, his §1,000 
a month business tumbled to $400 a month 
in a manner of weeks, as client after client 
stopped hiring him. 
The struggles that had gone down opened 

Lawton's eyes to the way City Councils, the 
local arm of the state apparatus, operated 
to protect the interests of the ruling class. 
From this, Lawton realized that future 
struggles could not be fought out by a few 
people in to combat the bureaucrats, but 
that the masses of people in Riverside 
would have to be involved. 

Shortly after, people from the community, 
respectful of Lawton's role in the King com
mittee, asked him to help form a Citizen's 
Police Complaint Council, a community con
trol of police organization. While the 
idea got a great deal of support from the 
people of Riverside, the plan was soon de
feated. 

It was clear at this time that the people 
of Riverside needed an organization to carry 
out ongoing struggle around important issues 

in the community. So, coming out of these 
struggles, Gary and Chukia Iaawton and another 
from the the King committee initiated the 
Black Congress, with Gary as its chairman. 
The Black Congress was a coalition organiza
tion, ranging from the Black Panther Party 
to the youth group of the NAACP, with many 
progressive individuals involved. It con
centrated on the problems facing the Black 
and Chicano communities. 

The Black Congress continued protests a-
gainst police harassment and repression, de
manded better low-income housing, and in the 
winter of 1969 helped flood victims by find
ing housing, furniture and provisions. Chu 
Chukia Lawton was active in protests by 
Black nurses at the city's Parkview Hospital 
against racist policies. 

The Black Congress began to decline in 
the summer of 1970. "I think the main reason 
the Black Congress began to fall apart was 
because we didn't have a good political di
rection. All these projects would get start
ed and pretty soon all our members would 
get over-extended. Then we couldn't do any
thing well." Lawton resigned as chairman in 
the fall, but he continued working on people's 
problems in the community. 

Because Lawton was continually moving in a 
revolutionary direction and was the leader 
of many struggles in Riverside, the local 
ruling class began to frame him for the Apr 
2, 1971 ambush. Lawton was arrested on May 
19. At the preliminary hearing the state 
had two witnesses, both suspected of being 
habitual informers for the District Attor
ney and one of them a known junkie. The 
judge admitted that evidence was lacking, 
but since two cops had died there was a 
need for the case to go to trial. 

His bail was set at $150,000. Immediately 
peo.le came to his defense with rallies in 
the Black and Chicano communities and at 
Riverside City College and the University 
of California-Riverside. Then bail was 
revoked entirely, and Lawton spent the 
next, two years in jail. 

It was during this time that Lawton joined 
WAW/VSO. "WAW/WSO was the first organ
ization to take an interest in my case. 
They offered to Zurebu and I all the help 
they could give. I liked VVAW's politics 
and that they were about fighting for all 
oppressed people. And they were for real, 
not like PUSH (Jesse Jackson's People Un 
United to Save Humanity) or groups like 
that." 

To defend Lawton, Jackson and Gardner, the 
Riverside Political Prisoners Defense 
Committee (KPPDC) was formed. The comm
ittee found lawyers for the men, organized 
car pools to take supporters to Indio 
(the site of the first trial 75 miles 
away from Riverside), and continued the 
struggle against police repression in 
the community. Members of the defense 
committee were constantly set up and 
busted on phony charges to slow down their 
work. 
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GENERAL GM, NO BAIL FOR 'PILOT' 
As a result of rank-and-file resistance during 
the Vietnam war, GIs have gained many consti
tutional) rights previously denied them, such a 
greater first amendment rights, protection 
against unreasonable search and seizure, the 
right to civilian jury trials for crimes 
committed off duty, and others. One impor
tant decision that has never been decided in 
the courts is whether GIs have a constitu
tional right to bail. 

The reason why this important issue has 
remained in limbo for so long was demon
strated at a Habeas Corpus hearing in US 
District Court in Baltimore on May 10. 
Lawyers for PFC Robert Preston were 
trying to have their client released on 
bail. Preston is the Ft. Meade GI who is 
accused of having stolen an Army helicopter 
and flying it to the White House, where it 
was shot down by guards. 

In addition to being charged with theft of 
the chopper by the army, Preston faces 
charges of assault (originally assault with 
intent to kill) in Anne Arundel Co., Md., 
where he allegedly buzzed a pair of cops with 
the chopper. Since the army wanted to hold 
Bob in the stockade, AA County released 
hin on a signature bond, and he was taken 
back to Ft. Meade after arraignment in 
Annapolis. 

Preston's court-appointed attorney, Tom 

Farqi' •-rrued in court that s ince 

framed 

the county had t rus t ed Bob enough to 
r e l ease him on bond, there was no reason 
why the army could not do the same. He 
a lso pointed out t ha t the army had 
granted b a i l to l L t . William Calley, a 
convicted murderer, a f t e r h i s t r i a l , 
and tha t p r e - t r i a l b a i l was a more basic 
r igh t than p o s t - t r i a l b a i l . 

In response t o the Army's contention tha t 
the Eighth Amendment (which, among other 
t h ings , guarantees b a i l ) doesn ' t apply t o 
se rv ice people, he countered tha t the 
Eighth Amendment guarantee against c rue l 
and unusual punishment i s accepted as 
covering the m i l i t a r y , and tha t therefore 
the whole amendment should apply. 

The judge d i d n ' t buy any of the arguments. 
Not only did he ru le tha t i t was reasonable 
for Preston to be held, and that the c o n s t i 
t u t i o n a l r igh t t o b a i l does not apply t o the 
m i l i t a r y , but he added tha t the defense had 
fa i led to exhaust a l l legal remedies ava i lab le 
in the mi l i t a ry before coming to the U.S. 
Court . What he was re fe r r ing to was a mil
i t a r y legal device ca l led an Ar t ic le 138 
cor p l a i n t , which i s a complaint for redress 
of grievance that has t o be passed along the 
chain of command to the Dept. of the Army. 
I t wasn't tha t the defense had fa i led t o 
f i l e a 138 complaint—they had done so in 
March. The t rouble was that the complaint 
took over three weeks to get from F t . Meade to 
the Pentagon, a dis tance tha t a t u r t l e could 

PRISONERS 
have covered faster, and that it had, by the 
time HIGHWAY 13 went to press in mid-May, still 
not been acted upon by the Pentagon. Now, the 
case must go to the U.S. District Court, then 
to the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals in Rich
mond, and finally to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The result will then be the same as with all 
previous pre-trial bail cases involving tie 
military: as a result of maneuvering and man
ipulation on the part of the military, cases 
where bail is being demanded are always tried 
before the habeas corpus appeal reaches a 
higher court, so that the issue becomes a moot 
point, since the GI has been tried and is no 
longer in pre-trial confinement. In Preston's 
case, for instance, the Army was not originally 
eager to try the case at all, preferring to 
let Anne Arundel County try to pin their 
trumped-up charges on the Pre. After the ha
beas corpus petition was filed in march, the 
Army set an arraignment date for May 16th, 
which means the trial will follow very short
ly—long before an appeals court could take 
up the case. AA County still hasn't set a 
trial date, and will probably drop charges if 
the Army can put Preston away for a while. 

Preston's lawyers, Farquhar and JAG Capt. Her-
oert Moncier, stopped short of accusing the 
Army of acting "in bad faith". They did 
admit, however, when questioned by 'IIGMWAY13, 
that it would definitely be in the Army's 
interest not to let the case drag out long 
enough for the habeas corpus to reach the 
Appeals Court, and that the Article 138 
complaint had been unreasonably stalled, 
/hie!: the army had to do in order to prevent 
vhe habeas petition from being ruled on by 
a higher court. 

Farquhar indicated that the defense was 
planning to challenge all the Army's charges 
with a whole battery of defense motions, 
„he most important of which would refer to 
command influence in the case. Farquhar 
>ointed out that as late as the beginning of 
May, the Army was planning a Special Court 
Martial for Preston, but then suddenly 
rlecided on a General Court Martial, which 
carries the possibility of more serious 
punishment. The reason, obviously is the 
same as what was originally behind the 
charges of assault with intent to kill 
which Anne Arundel County cooked up; somebody 
in the higher reaches of the military or 
governmental hierarchy wants to throw the 
hook at a 21 year old PFC for (allegedly) 
lintruding on the august majesty of the 
palace of King Richard the Lyin' îïearted. 

The first trial lasted five months. The 
prosecution's case rested on the testi
monies of witnesses to the shooting, who 
described men that didn't look like the 
defendants, a racist police officer (who 
testified that on the night of the 
shooting, he had wanted "to kill a 
nigger") informers, junkies, mental 
patients aniconvicted felons making deals 
with the cops. 

The defense called witnesses and 
established that all three men were not 
at the scene of the shooting. The 
prosecution didn't bother to try and 
refute this testimony. 

The trial ended with the jury deadlocked, 
nine for acquittal, three for conviction. 
Six of tho jurors later signed a petition 
asking the District Attorney to drop 
charges in view of the weakness of the 
prosecution case. 

The second trial lasted six months. Again 
the prosecution brought in eyewitnesses 
who ended up admitting that the gunmen 
they saw weren't the defendants, a 
parade of police officers who sometimes 
contradicted their testimony from the 
first trial, and their key witness, 
Johnathan Cameron. 

Under oath, Cameron said that Lawton had 
confessed his part in the shooting while 
both were in the Riverside County Jail. 
Uitcr, while in Hlythe Jail, according 
to the statements of four other inmates, 
Cameron said he had boon promised "$5,000, 
a different identification and a plane 
i icket out of tho country" for his testi

mony against Lawton. The police denied 
any payoff, but before the trial had 
ended Cameron was paroled. 

This trial, too, ended with a deadlocked 
jury. Before, during and after these two 
trials, for a total of two years, Lawton 
and Gardner were in jail. Lawton spent 
18 months of that time in the "snake pit" 
where, along with another prisoner, he 
organized a series of hunger strikes for 
better conditions. 

Lawton and Gardner are now facing their 
third trial. The RPPDC and WAW/WSO are 
building a mass defense around the case. 
In addition, they are taking up other 
cases in the Riverside area. 

And just recently, on March 24, two days 
after a mass picket of the courthouse, 
RPPDC and WAW/WSO members were at the 
courthouse to show solidarity with William 
Palmer, who had a case coming up. Chukia 
Lawton, Zurebu Gardner, Palmer and another 
woman were brutally attacked by police in 
the halls of the courthouse when they 
tried to stop the police from arresting 
Palmer's 14-year-old son without a warrant. 
Chukia was choked unconscious. Gardner 
was set upon by seven cops and may have 
permanent damage to hisright 
permanent damage to his right eye. The 
four and a member of WAW/WSO were all 
arrested for "assault on an officer." 

Winter Soldier, the WAW/WSO national 
paper, asked lawton how he saw his case 
in relation to other political prisoners. 
I-awton said, "The RPPDC and I have an 
overriding concern for many other 
political prisoners, because we see no 
difference between our frame-up and the 

situation of many other brothers and 
sisters behind bars or on trial. Take 
Ruchell Magee — a man I call The Man 
the People Forgot — or Melvin X. Smith 
(a Black GI who was just sent up for 
eight years for allegedly spraying a 
tent full of officers with machine gun 

fire) or the Attica brothers and many others 
others. They are all in the same boat 
as me, and I do not think that I am 
special or different than any of them." 

"The tragic thing is that Ruchell has been 
forgotten and ripped off. Certain politi
cal groups and individuals used Ruchell 
for their own selfish aims. They used 
him to raise money that didn't go to the 
'iefense, they set up bogus defense commit
tees, and yet today there is no active 
defense work being done. He represents 
an era of political repression, 18 years 
in the struggle to be free. His co-defend
ant was Angela Davis and she has left him 
to rot. Ruchell has done incredible 
work such as setting legal precedents for 
other prisoners, yet the people have 
forgotten him. I recently visited 
Ruchell and the man is still waging his 
war on oppression — the right for this 
slave to rebel." 

"Look, my oppression is the same as all 
poor people, all struggling people. I am 
glad for all the support I and Zurebu have 
received, but you've got to fight for the 
end of all oppression; you can't isolate 
our case from everything else." 

For more information about the Lawton/ 
Gardner case, or to contribute to their 
defense, write to the Lawton/Gardner 
Offense-Defense Committee, P.O. Box 244, 
Riverside, Calif. 92502. 
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jointed out that as late as the beginning of 
May, the Army was planning a Special Court 
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others. They are all in the same boat 
as me, and I do not think that I am 
special or different than any of them." 

"The tragic thing is that Ruchell has been 
forgotten and ripped off. Certain politi
cal groups and individuals used Ruchell 
for their own selfish aims. They used 
him to raise money that didn't go to the 
'lefense, they set up bogus defense commit
tees, and yet today there is no active 
defense work being done. He represents 
an era of political repression, 18 years 
in the struggle to be free. His co-defend
ant was Angela Davis and she has left him 
to rot. Ruchell has done incredible 
work such as setting legal precedents for 
other prisoners, yet the people have 
forgotten him. I recently visited 
Ruchell and the nan is still waging his 
war on oppression — the right for this 
slave to rebel." 

"Look, my oppression is the same as all 
poor people, all struggling people. I am 
glad for all the support I and Zurebu have 
received, but you've got to fight for the 
end of all oppression; you can't isolate 
our case from everything else." 

For more information about the Lawton/ 
Gardner case, or to contribute to their 
defense, write to the Lawton/Gardner 
Offense-Defense Committee, P.O. Box 244, 
Riverside, Calif. 92502. 

VIET VET IN VA. JAIL ON FRAG BUS" 
Gary Hendrix, a former L/Cpl. in the Marine 
Corps, is currently imprissoned at the 
Federal Reformatory in Petersberg, Va. A 
court-martial in Vietnam gave him a 
Dishonorable Discharge and a life sentence 
for fragging. 

Fragging is the common term used to describe 
the use of hand grenades (frags) to take care 
of repressive higher ranking military per
sonnel. In Vietnam, fragging was a common 
occurrence; however, the military has never 
wanted to admit that GIs were blowing away 
lifers and the brass. Therefore, few 
persons have been court-martialed for 
fragging. In addition, the military has 
never revealed how extensive fragging was in 
Vietnam. Gary Hendrix is an exception to the 
policy of ignoring fragging. 

In October, 1970, on Hill 190 just north of 
DaNang, a Sgt. Tate was killed and two other 
Sergeants were wounded by a fragging. Earlier 
that night Gary, a L/Cpl. with India Co. 3/1, 
1st Marine Division, had been caught sleeping 
on bunker watch by Sgt. Tate. When Gary's 
watch was over at midnight, he woke up his 
relief and went back to his hut for cigarrettes 
Afterwards, he returned to the bunker and 
went to sleep. 

Around 1 a.m. everybody was ordered into 
the company area, informed that Sgt. Tate 
had been killed in a fragging, and then sent 
to the nesshall to wait for CID to come and 
investigate. While waiting in the messhall, 
Gary took some pills he had to get rid of them 
before CID started questioning people. The 
CID agents started questioning the Marines 
in a small room. About 3 a.m. two CID agents 
took a table outside of the messhall and 
had Gary come to the table. 

The CID agents told Gary he was not a suspect, 
but as a formality he had to sign a paper so 
the CID agents could ask him some questions. 
The paper Gary signed turned out to be an 
advisement of a suspect's rights form. 
Irmediately after he signed the form the CID 
men told Gary, "Me know you did it, why don't 
you admit it?" They then asked him, "Where 
can you get frags?" 

Gary answered that it was a combat unit and 
frags were available. The CID agents 
asked Gary "How do you feel about Sgt. Tate 
being killed?" Gary answered that he had lost 
a lo; of buddies in Viei:,.am, and since b* 
diin'; <av; ""ate very well that h« didn't care. 
Hta the CID asked Gary to sign another form, 
Gary requested a lawyer. 

Gary was taken to see a JAG officer and locked 
up< in the DaNang Stockade. Two Marine counsels 
were appointed to his case. The first thing 
one of the counsel told Gary was that if he 
pleaded guilty they cojld bargain for a 
reduced sentence. 

Gary got rid of that counsel, but he was 
unable to obtain a civilian attorney and 
to have a civilian jury. All the motions 
»are denied. Eventually, a Navy JAG 
counsel was assigned to Gary's case. 
Gary's attorneys were never interested in 
trying to prove Gary innocent. Instead they 
»are or.'y concerned in preventing Gary from 
being executed . 

Gary's court-martial began in February 1971 
in DaNang. The government's main witnesses 
«ere the CID agents. They testified that they 
had asked Gary "Where did you get the frag to 
M M Sgt. Tate?", not "Where can you get 
frags?", and "How do you feel about killing 
Sgt. Tate?", not "How do you feel about Sgt. 
Tate being killed?" Other witnesses were the 
marines on watch with Gary. They testified 
th*t Gary had left the bunker for a while 
ar»und midnight. 

Dufing the trial Gary was sent to a hospit
al in Okinawa to determine if he was sane. 
Bylthe time he returned the remainder of his 
unit had been rotated back to the States. 
TOS made it extremely difficult to prepare 
an* kind of defense . 

Gary was found guilty and given a lil 
tence by his "jury" of eight officers 
Vietnam he was sent to Naval Prison i 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 

At Portsmouth Gary appealed his convi 
on grounds that 3 jurors had had prie 
ledge of him, that his unit had gone 
the states during the trial, and that 
trial was held in Vietnam. 

When his appeal was denied Gary requ< 
transfer out of the military prison s 
and in November 1972 he was given hiî 
Dishonorable Discharge and sent to P< 
burg. Currently, Gary is appealing 1 
case on the grounds that his counsel 
nam was incompetent and that he coulc 
get a fair trial in Vietnam. Gary be 
that if he could get a fair and impai 
trial he would be found innocent. 

Gary enlisted in the Marine Corps whe 
was seventeen. After completing boot 
and infantry training Gary was sent t 
Vietnamese language school. Before c 
pleting the school Gary was sent to \ 

Rh 

WHAT TO I 
READ THIS INFORMATION CAREFULLY. HA1 

YOU IN CASE 

1. NEVER consent to allow ANYONE to 
quarters. This doesn't mean that 
LOSE AND NOTHING TO GAIN BY GIVIt* 

2. If a search is conducted without 
for witnesses who could testify t 

3. REMEMBER, or better yet, TAKE NOT 
It may be helpful in court later. 

4. NEVER offer physical resistance i 
It will only mean additional cour 

5. If arrested, NEVER MAKE ANY STATE 
may very innocently convict yours 

6. Never fall for the "nice guy" gam 
to make you confess, or gather in 

7. DEMAND TO SEE A LAWYER as soon as 
written or oral. 

8. CONTACT THE MILITARY LAW PROJECT 
charges you may face, and about w 
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sentence. 

Gary was found guilty and given a life sen
tence by his "jury" of eight officers. From 
Vietnam he was sent to Naval Prison at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 

At Portsmouth Gary appealed his conviction 
on grounds that 3 jurors had had prior know
ledge of him, that his unit had gone back to 
the states during the trial, and that the 
trial was held in Vietnam. 

When his appeal was denied Gary requested 
transfer out of the military prison system, 
and in November 1972 he was given his 
Dishonorable Discharge and sent to Peters
burg. Currently, Gary is appealing his 
case on the grounds that his counsel in Viet
nam was incompetent and that he could not 
get a fair trial in Vietnam. Gary believes 
that if he could get a fair and impartial 
trial he would be found innocent. 

Gary enlisted in the Marine Corps when he 
was seventeen. After completing boot camp 
and infantry training Gary was sent to 
Vietnamese language school. Before com
pleting the school Gary was sent to Vietnam 

in 1970. There he was gung-ho when he 
first arrived, but after he found himself 
more often in combat against other American 
patrols and was harassed by the brass, Gary's 
eyes were opened. Before long the enemy 
became the lifers and brass. This alienation 
was increased by the fact that most GIs 
started using drugs -- after all, in Viet
nam a marine had to be an E-6 in order to 
buy booze. But drugs were readily available 
(thanks to CIA complicity which has been 
well-documented), and the lower ranking 
marines used them. The strong alienation 
between GIs and lifers & the brass made it 
virtually impossible for Gary to be tried 
fairly by eight officers. 

Gary's case is another example of the 
injustice and inequity of the military jus
tice system. His case shows that it is im
possible for someone to get a fair trial in 
the military when the crime is resisting thi 
repression of the military. In Gary's case 
we support his appeal for a new trial where 
he can prove his innocence. But many re
sisters of the military and the war In 
Indochina are unable to obtain fair trials, 
and that's one of the reasons why VVAW/WSO 
and HIGHWAY 13 demand unconditional and 
universal amnesty for all war resisters. 

Gary would appreciate letters of support. 
His address is Gary Hendrix 

Federal Reformatory 
Petersburg, Virginia. 

The material for this article was gathered 
by people who work with HIGHWAY 13. They 
interviewed people close to Gary, and this 
article was written by a Vietnam vet who 
had talked with Gary. HIGHWAY 13 first be
came interested in his case when we met 
Gary's brother, who had come for counseling 
about a legal hassle he was having in the 
military. 

Gary 'lendrix, a very intense and straight
forward young man, is spending what little 
spare time he gets in the Federal Peni
tentiary studying law so he can defend 
himself and help the other men in prison 
whose legal rights have been violated. 

Gary follows W A W activities closely, and 
subscribes to ;.IG!WAY 13. As a person who 
has witnessed the frustration and anger 
GIs constantly feel, Gary realizes the 
struggle for unity among Gls is most 
important. 

And that's only natural. After all, it's 
only because we have been a little luckier 
that you or I aren't in the prison with 
Gary. 

READ CAREFULLY! 

WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF A BUST 
>t rid of that counsel, but he was 
to obtain a civilian attorney and 
I a civilian jury. All the motions 
n id!. Eventually, a Navy JAG 
was assigned to Gary's case. 
attorneys were never interested in 
to prove Gary innocent. Instead they 
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1 of defense. 

READ THIS INFORMATION CAREFULLY. HAVE YOUR FRIENDS READ IT. IT WILL BE VERY USEFUL TO 
YOU IN CASE OF AN ARREST OR SEARCH. 

1. NEVER consent to allow ANYONE to conduct a search of your car, your wall locker or your 
quarters. This doesn't mean that they won't search anyway, but YOU HAVE EVERYTHING TO 
LOSE AND NOTHING TO GAIN BY GIVING PERMISSION FOR A SEARCH! 

2. If a search is conducted without your permission, PROTEST LOUDLY AND VIGOROUSLY. Look 
for witnesses who could testify that you objected to the search. 

3. REMEMBER, or better yet, TAKE NOTES of all that heppens and everything that goes down. 
It may be helpful in court later. 

4. NEVER offer physical resistance if an MP or CID agent tries to search your belongings. 
It will only mean additional court-martial charges for assault. 

5. If arrested, NEVER MAKE ANY STATEMENT TO ANYONE without first talking to a lawyer. You 
may very innocently convict yourself. 

6. Never fall for the "nice guy" games that CID agents often pull. These men are trying 
to make you confess, or gather information about your friends. They won't help you. 

7. DEMAND TO SEE A LAWYER as soon as possible, and DON'T MAKE ANY KIND OF STATEMENT, 
written or oral. 

8. CONTACT THE MILITARY LAW PROJECT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. They can give you advice about 
charges you may face, and about ways you can protect yourself. 
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Crazy Sarge 
HIGHWAY 13 

(from Page l ) 
As with everything else in the Army, 
DF must be prepared designating the Unit 
Postal Officer. Sp4 Myron Oakes, Unit Mail 
Clerk, having gone through the process 
himself, was helping the Company Clerk 
fill out the required form for Oniffrey, 
who happened to overhear. 

Then y o u ' l l void Oakes's c a rd , " Oniffrey 
a s se r t ed . 

"You'll not void mine ' t i l I l eave , " 
Oakes r ep l i ed . (Oakes i s PCS ing t o 
Hawaii in l a t e May). "I s t i l l have to pick 
up mail u n t i l t hen . ' 

"Well, i f we c a n ' t void Oakes's card 
y o u ' l l jus t have to void Oakes." 

After an incredulous pause, Myron 
b l u r t e d , " I refuse to be voided- what are 
you ta lk ing about anyway?" 

' I know what I am t a lk ing about ," 
Oniffrey s t a t e d . 

"Well, I d o n ' t , " Myron sa id , t o which 
Oniffrey rep l ied with f i n a l i t y , 

"Well j u s t 'cause I'm t a lk ing to you 
doesn t mean you have to know what I'm 
t a lk ing abou t . " . 

in addi t ion t o such per iods of inco
herent speech, the SGM i s given to wide 
instantaneous changes in mood with l i t t l o 
or no provocation. Many t imes , individual 
bandsmen have noted tha t in p r i v a t e or 
group conversat ions h i s mood can change 
from one of f r i end l ines s and warmth, t o 
one of f r u s t r a t i o n and rage . 

During one of these f i t s of rage , he wi l l 
harangue the men without stopping for pe
r iods of 10 minutes or more. Desperately 
leaping from one accusation to another, 
i n s i s t i n g tha t var ious ind iv idua l s in 
the uni t are "wor th less , " he always 
tangles himself in h i s own words. He 
frequently makes up wild analogies 
such as , "I wasn' t born yes terday, i t 
was four-and-a-half months ago!" 

Anyone who t r i e s to break through to 
h i s rage-shrouded bra in i s met with 
gross hand ges tu res , arms beat ing the 
a i r as if t o c l e a r cobwebs, and a 
high-pi tched voice shouting "Shut up! 
I don ' t want t o hear t h a t ! I don ' t 
need any of i t ! " 

One of the men in the unit was given an 
Art. 15 for disrespect and insubordination 
to two NCOs — the SG*t, of course, and 
one other — in an incident provoked by 
the second NCO. The NCO badgered and 
harrassed the band member about playing 
an instrument other than that of his 
PMOS, a common practice in the band. 

Tiring of the argument, the man sought to 
lodge a complaint whereupon he was met 
by Oniffrey. After a brief discussion of 
the subject, Oniffrey insisted that the 
man be given an Art. 15. Although the 
charge was stated as disrespect and 
insubordination to each of the NCOs, there 
were no specifications of the charges — 
precisely because the charges were 
groundless. 

On Fri., May 3, while the band was on tour 
in Richmond, Va., one of the men left the 
unit. This is the first AWOL from the 
band in at least three years. He had had 
enough. The man has since returned, but, 
at this writ ing, no recommendation for 
his case has been handed down. Punishment 
of this man without an examination of the 
circumstances surrounding his departure, 
particularly the overbearing and truly 
psychotic leadership of the band, would 
bo a travesty of justice which must go 
down in the annals of the UCMJ along 
with the exoneration of Air Force General 
Paul Lavelle, the acquittal of Capt. 
Ernest Medina, and the imminent parole of 
Lt. William Calley. 

Morale in the band has sunken to an 
incredibly low point. Many of the men 
who would not otherwise have done so, are 
now requesting transfers. Repeated 
requests for assistance from the IG have 
resulted in no action. If the Amiy 
continues to ignore the insane actions of 
S(iM, Michael G. Oniffrey, he will most 
certainly attempt to ruin the lives of a 
lot of enlisted men, and in so doing, he 
will destroy the First AG It.iiid as well. 

Highway 13 joins members of the First AG 
Band in demanding that Oniffrey be 
removed. 

VVAW/WSO 
DEMO (from Page 1 ) 

ABOUT THE DEMANDS 
Universal Unconditional Amnesty for All 
War Resisters — We believe that US in
volvement in Indochina was wrong from the 
beginning and those who resisted the war were 
justified in their resistence. Our demand 
includes amnesty for draft resisters and 
military resisters in exile and "underground"; 
those in prison and with police records for 
acts of resistance, and all veterans with 
less than honorable discharges. We demand 
an unconditional amnesty with no alternative 
service or case-by-case review. The demand 
for universal unconditional amnesty is 
important to preserve the right of GIs to 
resist other imperialist intervention by 
the US. 

Implement the Agreements/Bid All Aid to 
Thieu and Lon Nol — In January, 1973, the 
US signed the peace agreements in Paris. 
But despite claims of Nixon, the US agree
ment continues the war in Indochina in 
violation of the agreements. In addition, 
the US continues to send more than a billion 
dollars a year to assist Nguyen Van Thieu 
violate the agreements, and continues to 
support the undemocratic regime of Lon Nol 
in Cambodia. 

A Single Discharge for All Veterans — 
Under the present multiple discharge 
system the military can brand a GI for 
life with a bad discharge. With the 
administrative discharges, the brass has 
almost total discretion to get rid of 
GIs they don't like. With bad papers, 
a veteran is often denied jobs, edu
cational training and rightful benefits 
owed by the government. All veterans 
with bad papers and all active duty 
GIs need a single kind of discharge. 

Decent Benefits for All Veterans — 
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Veterans with bad discharges are usually 
denied all veterans assistance. For 
those veterans with an honorable discharge, 
present VA programs do not deal with the 
problems of drug and alcohol addiction 
or Post-Vietnam Syndrome. Working vets 
cannot get decent assistance for job training 
and Vietnam era veterans are discriminated 
in hiring practices which results in more 
than 10 % being unemployed. Student vets 
receive inadequate benefits. We demand 
decent benefits which are the right of 
all people. 

Kick Nixon Out —Nixon has carried out a 
policy of war crimes against the peoples 
of Indochina. In addition, he has added 
to the increased economic disaster and 
political repression in this country. 
Nixon is a direct oDstacle to achieving 
any of our other demands. It is essential 
to the people of this country and the 
world that Nixon be kicked out of office. 

All GIs, individuals and organizations who 
support our demands are invited and warmly 
encouraged to join us for our regional 
action in Baltimore and national action in 
Washington. These actions are not an end 
in themselves, but only the beginning. We 
hope that thousands will join us in building 
the struggle for universal unconditional 
amnesty, an end to US involvement in 
Indochina, only one discharge, decent benefits 
ami kicking Nixon out. 

For more information, contact one of 
the following WAW/WSO offices: 
Regional Office, 521 B 2nd St. NE, 
Washington, D. C. 20002. Phone: 
(202) 513-0817. 
DC Chapter, 2028 P St. NW, Washington, 
D. C. 20036. Phono: (202) 166-8293. 
University of Maryland Chapter, 
Box 35, College Park, Md. 20740, 
Phone: (301) 864-0196. 
Baltimore Chapter, 911 Gorsuch St., 
Baltimore, Md. 21218. Phone: 
(301) 366-5693. 
Central Maryland Chapter, 9653 
Wliiteacre Rd. A-4, Columbia, 
M<1. Phone: (301) 997-9303. 
West Maryland Chapter, Box 363, 
Thurmont, Md. 21788. Phone: 
(301) 271-4183. 

These booklets explain how to apply for 
different discharges, and how to protect 
your legal rights in the Army. They're 
free, and we'll send you as many copies 
as you and your friends can use. Just 
check how nuuiy you want: 

_ Getting (Xit (A guide to Discharges) 
_ This Suit Doesn't Fit, Sarge (Unfitness/ 

Unsuitability) 
_ Who Needs You the Most? (Hardship/ 

Dependency Discharges and Humanitarian/ 
Compassionate Reassignment) 

_ I Was Only Following Doctor's Orders 
(Medical Discharges) 

_ Who Let You In Here? (Erroneous Enlistment 
Induction) 
If War is Hell (Thinking Through the 
Basis of Objection to War) 

_ American Servicemen Have Rights - Do 
You Know Yours? 

In addition, we're selling copies of 
"Turning the Regs Around" for only $1. 
It's a 120-page book with up-to-date in
formation on 
Protecting yourself from drug busts! 
Filing charges against officers! 
How to beat Article 15's! 
Applying for discharges! 

and many other useful topics 

TURNING THE REGS AROUND is the best book 
you'll ever buy for a buck. Just check 
here: 

"Yeah, here's my $1. Send me a 
copy of TURNING THE REGS AROUND" 

Okay, now you've f i l l e d out the coupon. 
Send i t t o : 
Military Law Project 
319 East 25th St. 
Baltimore, MD 21218 
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Discharge 
Codes End 

In the last month, some significant legal 
battles were fought -- and won -- by 
enlisted people and vets. As a result, 
the military is forced to grant GIs and 
vets a few more of the civil liberties 
that a civilian takes for granted. 

The most important change is the Dept. of 
Defense's announcement that lt will no 
longer give Separation Processing Numbers 
(SPN's) on discharge certificates. 
Instead, the DD 214 (the form showing that 
a person was in the military) will simply 
carry a description of the type of discharge 
given—Honorable, General (under Honorable 
conditions), or Undersirable. 

Up until this month, the military branded 
vets with an SPN that could make it impos
sible to get a civilian job. For example, 
the number "385" meant you were discharged 
for "pathological lying"; "462" meant 
"mental deficiency", and "46A" meant 
"inaptitude or defective attitudes". Now, 
what in the world is "defective attitude?" 
Often '.hat means your commanding officer 
didn't like your attitude, and wanted to 
punish you the rest of your life. Even 
Honorable discharges were labelled with an 
SPN, and because many employers had lists 
of what the codes meant, thousands of vets 
were surprised to find they were denied jobs 
over and over again. It's believed there 
are 550,000 Vets from the Vietnam era with 
bad discharges. 

But many GIs were not willing to see their 
lives ruined after spending a year or two 
in Nam. Vietnam Vets Against the War led 
the struggle, encouraging vets to apply 
for discharge upgrading and to write 
Congress. More active protests -- marcnes, 
slt-in.s at VA offices and hospitals --
forced the military to change. 

At first, the Army agreed to make SPN codes 
classified. A new Army reg, AR 635-5-1, 
which explained what the SPNs meant, was 
issued "for official use only." But this 
list soon fell into the hands of employers 
(maybe with some help from the Army?) and 
now you can even order your own copy of this 
"official use only" reg for $2.05. 

Pressure on the DoD increased, and now 
the military has announced SPNs will no 
longer be given on discharge certificates. 
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AND VETS WHO WANT SPNs REMOVED FROM THEIR 
DISCHARGE CERTIFICATES WON THE RIGHT TO 
DEMAND THAT A NEW DD 214 BE ISSUED TO 
THEM. Details of the exact procedure will 
be printed in next month's Highway 13. 

Vets who were given bad discharges, or 
were labelled with SPN codes, are encouraged 
to contact one of the counselors at the 
new Military Law Project at 108 Washington 
Blvd. in Laurel. Counselors there can 
discuss your case, or refer you to exper
ienced discharge upgrading centers in 
D.C. or Baltimore, if necessary. 

Despite the tremendous victory that has 
been won in the abolition of SPN codes, 
there is yet work to be done. A narra
tive description of the vet's term of 
service is held in some military and 
V.A. records. Not all vets are affected 
by this, and the information may be only 
available to some employers. However, 
HIGHWAY 13 believes that this form of 
discrimination by the Army must end 
just as the SPN codes have ended. 

Random Jury 
Selection 

In Norfolk, Va., Seaman Sean Mc.Enea.rney 
has forced the military to allow random 
selection of a court-martial jury. 

Sean began his nightmare in the military 
at the Naval Academy, where he was a mid
shipman being trained to be an officer. 
What he saw in the Navy disgusted him so 
much that he refused to accept a commission, 
and was instead assigned as an EM to an 
old refrigerator ship in Norfolk. There 
he became active in the Defense Committee, 
an organization of GIs and dependents, 
who publish the popular newspaper "Grapes 
of Wrath." 

He also trained himself to become an 
expert military counselor, and when his 
Captain held an illegal inspection for 
drugs on the ship, Sean wrote and circulated 
a leaflet showing his shipmates how to 
fight back. 

Late last year Sean resigned from tne 
military. He appeared on a Norfolk TV 
station and read a statement explaining 
that he could no longer support the racism 
and dangerous working conditions of the 
Navy. For this, h« was charged with 
missing ship's movement, AWOL, and breaking 
restriction. 
Sean's trial has captured the attention 
of thousands of sailors and civilians, 
many of whom came to see the court-martial 
and demonstrate in his support. The Navy 
knows that they are being watched. In an 
attempt to make their trial look "fair", 
they've given In to the demand that the 
jury be chosen at random -- previously, 
all members of the court-martial panel 
that decides guilt or innocence were hand-
picked by the convening authority, who is 
the coranandlng officer, and only one-third 
were allowed to be enlisted people. 

Picking the jury at random will not make 
court-martials fair. There are dozens 
of rules which make it impossible for the 
defense lawyaer to work effectively — 
for example, the convening officer can 
overrule the judge on questions of law. 
The commanding officer decides what the 
charges are; the defense attorney must 
request witnesses through the prosecuting 
attorney. 

But random selection of juries is an 
important step in the struggle for GI 
rights, and Sean's case may be the land
mark which wins this right for all of us. 

MEADE VET IN PG. Co. JAIL 
Former Ft. Meade GI, Cliff Nishimura, who 
was assigned to the First Army Support Element 
(FUSASE) until April, 1974, is currently 
serving time in the Prince George's County 
Detention Center in Upper Marlboro on a 
marijuana charge. At the time of his arrest, 
Nishimura was in possession of a pound of 
marijuana, and he was subsequently charged 
with and convicted of dealing. He has been 
sentenced to a $500 fine, 2 months in jail, 
and 34 months' probation. 

His sentence, Nishimura feels, was decided 
at the time his charges were read. Although 
impartial in mere possession cases, it seems 
that Maryland judges are very harsh in drug 
traffic cases. A fellow inmate is serving 
a 3 month term with a total of 57 months' 
probation following conviction on a dealing 
charge, when he was found with 3 ounces of 
marijuana in his possession. 

guard in April. 

The jail is divided into two sections by 
floors. The first floor, where Cliff lives, 
is made up of short-timers and trustees. 
These men are allowed to work at decreasingly 
restricted jobs until their release. The 
jobs range on a scale from kitchen work, to 
floor maintenance (sweep, mop, buff) to outr-
side work, where the men can wear blue jeans 
and work shirts rather than the standard 
0D green uniform, and work as messengers 
between various government offices. The 
prisoners on the first floor generally get 
along weil. 

The jail itself was built to hold approximate 
75 prisoners, but, according to a recent 
article in The Washington Post, now holds 
between 200 and 300 men. The overcrowding 
is quite apparent with many men sleeping on 
the floors under the already-occupied bunk 
beds. Sanitation is a problem, in that 
prisoners are issued only one uniform and 
set of bed linens, which must be exchanged 
through guards, whose efficiency in such 
matters, is determined by their mood and how 
well they like an individual prisoner. The 
guard—prisoner relationship might best be 
described as one of condescension mixed with 
verbal harassment, although the Post reports 
that one of the prisoners was beaten by a 

ly 

The second floor contains the long-timers 
and those convicted on heavier charges. 
Here, physical beatings and homosexuality 
are prevalent. Following a riot last year, 
prison authorities segregated the cell 
blocks by race, claiming that the Incident 
was racial in nature. 

Following his conviction in civil court, 
Cliff was given a General Discharge from 
the Army with an accompanying letter stating 

the reason as Unsuitability. Just 3 days 
prior to his scheduled ETS, Cliff would have 
received an Honorable Discharge, having not 
yet been sentenced, except for the inter
ference of Cape. Ma lone and MSG Kennedy of 
FUSASE. Nishimura's JAG lawyer, Capt. 
Herbert S. Moncier, had requested that 
Malone not take action for the Army in 
relation to the drug conviction. This 
would allow Cliff to reach his normal ETS 
date. Capt. Malone agreed with Moncier at 
the time, but later, apparently on the advice 
of Kennedy (First Sergeant), decided to seek 
a court martial. In the end, however, Nishi
mura was discharged administratively. He 
thus, will retain all veteran's benefits. 

Prince George's County Jail allows 5 days 
good time for each month of the sentence 
over 30 days. Having entered the facility 
on April 26, Cliff hopes to be out by 
June 21, or possibly sooner, if a suit, 
filed by another Inmate, succeeds in getting 
added good time for prisoners under a little-
used Maryland law. 

Visiting hours are 6-11 P.M., seven days 
a week, and 1-4 P.M. on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Visitors are allowed to sign ln half an hour 
early, and by so doing, may get Inmates re
leased from work before the end of the duty 
day. Only one, ha If-hour visit (1, or at 
most 2 people) is allowed per day, however. 

For those of you who would like to write to 
Cliff, his address is: 
Prince George's County Detention Center 
P.O. Box 429 
upper Marlboro, Md. 20870 

http://Mc.Enea.rney
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that they have the power to keep the economy 
running, and that they intend to seize con
trol of it. 

Most likely, this is the result of extensive 
grass roots organizing and propaganda on the 
part of the Portuguese Communist Party, which 
has demonstrated amazing strength since the 
joup. Unfortunately, the party, which cert
ainly did heroic work under the old regime, 
is now showing itself to be a little too si 
milar to the Soviet Communist Party, which 
it supports, i.e., more interested in get
ting and keeping power than in supporting 
the interests of the workers whom it relies 
on for its base. The top hierarchy of the 
party has not, for instance supported the 
work-place take-overs, or other take-overs 
of housing by poor, homeless workers. Nor 
did they support a series of threatened 
strikes, which had been planned for the week 
after the huge International Workers Day 
celebrations on May 1st. The workers, how
ever, particularly in the steel industry 
went ahead with their plans, although the 
CP leaders were saying that a strike would 
"wreck the economy', so that at the last 
minute, the government was forced to grant 
huge wage increases of up to 50%. 

What will happen now is uncertain. The Com
munist Party certainly includes alot of lo
cal organizers who have more sympathy with 
their fellow workers than with their party 
bosses who are hankering after seats in the 
cabinet which was in the process of formation 
when HIGHWAY 13 went to press. There is a 
committee which wants to restructure the par
ty, which is composed of younger, more sin
cere members, and which has been involved in 
the leadership of many of the take-overs, as 
well as in similar struggles going on in tbe 
universities. The main immediate issue facing 
the country is what to do about the war in 
Africa, and here the left is at least offici
ally united, though there are signs that even 
here, the CP leadership is hedging on the or
iginal demand: total independence immediately 
for all colonies. 

The government has a different idea. They en
vision some kind of loose federation between 
Portugal and the three African countries of 
Mozambique, in south-eastern Africa, Angola 
in south-western Africa, and Guinea-Bissau, 
on the western coast of the continent. In 
such an arrangement, Portugal would be the 
dominant state, and the Portuguese settlers 
in Mozambique and Angola would run those col
onies with token representation for tteblack 
majorities. 

Understandably, the Africans aren't wild a-
hout the plan, and have served notice that 
they plan to fight on for total independence. 
They have already turned down a cease-fire 
offer that was conditional upon their laying 
down their arms and joining the Portuguese 
in setting up elections in the countries, 
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which would be c o n d u c t e d w i t h o u t t h e p a r t i 
c i p a t i o n of t h e m a j o r i t y of A f r i c a n s . F o l 
l o w i n g i s a b r i e f run-down on w h a t ' s h a p 
p e n i n g i n t h e t h r e e c o l o n i e s : 

GUINEA-BISSAU: H e r e , t h e l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g 
g l e i s i n t h e most advanced s t a g e . Over 
t h r e e q u a r t e r s of t h e c o u n t r y i s i n t h e 
hands of t h e i n s u r g e n t s , who d e c l a r e d i n d e 
pendence l a s t y e a r , and were p r o m p t l y r e c o g 
n i z e d by o v e r 80 c o u n t r i e s . A s m a l l c o u n t r y 
w i t h no major r e c o u r c e s and a c l i m a t e t h a t 
h a s induced w h i t e s e t t l e r s t o go e l s e w h e r e , 
t h e p l a c e p r o b a b l y seems more t r o u b l e t h a n 
i t i s w o r t h t o most P o r t u g u e s e , even t h e 
most c o n s e r v a t i v e . Chances a r e t h a t t h e p e o 
p l e ' s s t r u g g l e w i l l be v i c t o r i o u s h e r e v e r y 
s o o n . 

ANGOLA: The s i t u a t i o n h e r e i s a l m o s t e x a c t l y 
t h e o p p o s i t e : The l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e i s b e 
i n g l e d by two c o m p e t i n g g r o u p s , one o p e r 
a t i n g ou t of t h e Congo, which i s p r o - S o v i e t , 
and one o p e r a t i n g ou t of Zambia , which i s 
p r o - C h i n e s e . A t h i r d g r o u p , s u p p o r t e d by Za 
i r e and t h e U . S . , h a s long been f i g h t i n g t h e 
l i b e r a t i o n f o r c e s h a r d e r t h a n t h e P o r t u g u e s e , 
and i s c u r r e n t l y w i l l i n g t o t a l k t o t h e new 
L i sbon l e a d e r s abou t t h e i r r i d i c u l o u s o f f e r . 
Not on ly i s t h e movement s p l i t , b u t t h e r e i s 
a s i z e a b l e w h i t e m i n o r i t y , and t h e c o u n t r y 
i s v e r y r i c h i n n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , e s p e c i a l 
l y o i l , which U . S . compan ies a r e e x p l o i t 
i n g . I f t h e P o r t u g u e s e p u l l e d o u t , t h e y 
c o u l d p r o b a b l y hand o v e r t h e government t o 
a U . S . - s u p p o r t e d s e l l - o u t r e g i m e of t h e 
w h i t e s and t h e t h i r d g r o u p , FNLA, named a b 
o v e . 

MOZAMBIQUE: T h i s l a r g e c o u n t r y , l y i n g e a s t 
of w h i t e - r u l e d S o u t h A f r i c a and R h o d e s i a , 
i s c u r r e n t l y t h e most c r i t i c a l of t h e t h r e e . 
The n o r t h of t h e c o u n t r y i s m o s t l y l i b e r a t e d 
by t h e v e r y s t r o n g , u n i t e d and p r o g r e s s i v e 
f o r c e s of FRELIMO, and t h e c e n t r a l a r e a s 
have r e c e n t l y been i n f i l t r a t e d . I t i s u n 
l i k e l y , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h e a r e a c o u l d e i 
t h e r b e h e l d f o r l o n g by P o r t u g a l o r t u r n e d 
o v e r t o a puppe t g o v e r n m e n t . The s o u t h , 
however , l i e s c l o s e t o Sou th A f r i c a , which 
would n o t l i k e t o s e e a m i l i t a n t b l a c k 
r eg ime on i t s b o r d e r s . Tha t a r e a a l s o 

c o n t a i n s most of t h e c o u n t r y ' s 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 
w h i t e s e t t l e r s and h a s n o t , a s y e t , e x p e r i 
enced g u e r i l l a a c t i v i t y . I t i s l i k e l y , 
t h e r e f o r e , t h a t Sou th A f r i c a , s u p p o r t e d by 
t h e US, w o u l d , i n t h e e v e n t t h a t P o r t u g a l 
w i thd rew from A f r i c a , t r y t o s p l i t t h e 
c o u n t r y i n t h e same way t h a t V i e t Nam and 
Korea were s p l i t a s t h e r e s u l t of American 
m a n e u v e r i n g , and s e t up a f r i e n d l y g o v e r n 
ment of w h i t e s e t t l e r s and b l a c k t r a i t o r s 
i n s o u t h e r n Mozambique. 

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e l i b e r a t i o n f o r c e s 
a r e n o t b u y i n g P o r t u g a l ' s p l a n s , and i n 
t e n d t o f i g h t on t o v i c t o r y . I f t h e 
P o r t u g u e s e p e o p l e , who a r e t i r e d of s e n d 
i n g t h e i r s o n s and t a x e s t o be swal lowed 
by an A f r i c a n war can f o r c e t h e i r g o v e r n 
ment t o w i thd raw i t may be t h a t we, h e r e 
i n t h e S t a t e s , w i l l have t o make s u r e 
t h a t o u r Army i s n ' t s e n t i n t o t a k e o v e r 
from them t h e way we t o o k o v e r from t h e 
F rench i n V i e t Nam. 
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A "resettlement camp" in Angola, viewed from Por
tuguese helicopter. The Portuguese have forced 1,5 million 
people — more than a quarter of the population—into such 
camps. 

WHO WE ARE 
13 i s an independent newspaper. 

written and dis tr ibuted by a working c o l 
l e c t i v e of Gls, veterans, & concerned people 
l iv ing in the Baltimore/Washington area. 
Editorial p o l i c i e s and other dec is ions 
re la t ing to the production of the newspaper 
are made democratically and with an overall 
concern for unity within the s t a f f . Highway 
13 i s funded through individual subscription* 
and donations, as well as monthly dues paid 
by members of the c o l l e c t i v e . Responsibi l i ty 
for the content of unsigned a r t i c l e s appear
ing in Highway 13 i s born by the c o l l e c t i v e 
as a whole. 

The primary purpose of Highway 13 i s to pro
mote GI empowerment by rank & f i l e unity . 
As en l i s t ed people and veterans, we have 
learned that a l l the problems faced by GIs 
stem from an almost t o t a l lack of power. 
Publ ic iz ing and supporting a l l struggle 
'igainst t h i s powerlessness i s the primarv 
focus of Highway 13. 

The fundamental p o l i t i c a l pos i t ion of 
.lighway 13 i s a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t . Me are 
against f ight ing wars which are irrelevant 
to the defense of our country and conceived 
only for the purpose of benef i t t ing Big 
Business. 

We stand for a mil i tary j u s t i c e system which 
i s not a part of the chain-of-command and 
that g ives us f u l l const i tut ional and c i v i l 
r i g h t s . 

We stand for an end to mil i tary racism and 
sexism, both the kind that i s b u i l t into 
the system, and the kind that comes from 
ourselves and individual people. 

We are against GIs being used u s t r i k e 
breakers, r io t cops, or scabs against other 
working people. 

Correspondence, questions, or opinions con
cerning Highway 13 and i t s other a c t i v i t i e s 
should be addressed t o : 

tW wm WEucoMt. TO poet Me*oe 
MO n»Mc-.!Mii.«i'M(, p.c.K e: i*.. t> 
PrtT^'eurioN or HAHjDi3.U,S, c*t 
- T M « ACT-ViTifcl THAT M*tt l 1HS 

•- UDO* BAD. ^mrmT S 

" S T 

OTMtf 
sow 

Jiïl 
|MO vtiTCd - HlKlUC^TfciTHfcg! 

BULK RATE 
U . S . POSTAGE 

PAID 
B a l t i m o r e MD 
PE1WIT # 5902 


